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Why Los Angeles
Doesn’t Trust City Hall

T

By Jack Humphreville

he media is having a field day exposing the shenanigans of the
Herb Wesson led City Council and Mayor Eric Garcetti. But these
backroom deals, when taken as a whole, represent a pattern of
corruption which jeopardizes our residential neighborhoods and quality
of life, the City’s financial health, and the voters’ trust and confidence in
our Elected Elite who occupy City Hall.  
In June, David Zahniser of The Los Angeles Times exposed Jose
Huizar’s flip flop on his campaign pledge to oppose amnesty for almost 1,000
illegal billboards and to limit new digital billboards to special sign districts.
But now, Huizar, the Chair of the powerful, favor granting Planning and
Land Use Management Committee, is trying to weasel out of his promise as
his committee failed to approve these reasonable, quality of life conditions.
But that is understandable given the millions bestowed on our City’s
pols by the billboard industry.
Zahniser also revealed how Herb Wesson orchestrated a significant
zoning change for a 27 story, 300 foot tall luxury high rise apartment building
at Catalina and Eighth in Koreatown. This sleight of hand will result in a
$15 to $20 million windfall for the Beverly Hills real estate speculator. But
this was after Wesson’s $1.25 million payment from the speculator to two
slush funds controlled by the City Council President and Mayor Garcetti.
			
*		
*		
*
Dakota Smith of The Daily News recently exposed a shady deal where
Wesson and the Korean American Museum are amending a $1 a year lease
on a very valuable City owned property at the corner of Sixth and Vermont to
include, in addition to the museum, 103 units of market rate housing that will
generate $500,000 a year for the Museum. But Herb’s “creative partnership”
fails to increase the annual rental on this $5 to $10 million corner lot, unless the
Museum is required to pay property taxes on the market rate apartments.
Emily Alpert Reyes of The Times revealed the controversy over the $1
million negotiated sale of abandoned Fire House 78, located on 9,000 square
foot lot in Studio City, to campaign funding Richard Weintraub, a controversial
but politically well-connected developer of the Sportsmen’s Lodge. Yet the
price of this property is considerably below previous appraisals and does not
reflect its strategic value to Weintraub. This is why several local residents
believe this privately negotiated (versus an auction) sale was “sweetheart
deal” orchestrated by Council Member Paul Krekorian.
Of course, Krekorian is no stranger to “sweetheart deals” as he was
involved in the 50 year, $1 a year lease of Fire House 83 in Encino to the
well-heeled Armenian Cultural Center.  
Earlier this year, Dakota Smith outed Budget and Finance Chair
Krekorian’s legal, but unethical, conflicts of interest be damned,
efforts to hit up City unions, developers, trash haulers, and lobbyists
for contributions far in excess of the limits imposed by the City. These
funds were used to repay his personal loans he made to his unsuccessful
campaign for the State Assembly in 2000.
When you combine these deals with all the other shenanigans at City Hall
- whether it involves the Councilmember’s use of their discretionary funds,
tax giveaways to billionaire developers, the ripping off the DWP Ratepayers,
the skimming of a billion from the Port, the developers of the Millennium
Hollywood and other oversized, neighborhood unfriendly projects buying
influence, or the countless other scams that have not seen the light of day, it is
no wonder that Angelenos consider City Hall a cesspool occupied by corrupt
politicians who are not to be trusted with a thin dime.
- CityWatch LA

Looking for
Great Advertising Results?
Your only Local
Independent Monthly Newspaper

310-429-0484
www.evalleyvoice.com
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Higher Home Tax Coming?
Prop 13 “Reforms” Should
Alarm Homeowners Too

D

By David Kline

uring a June press conference in Sacramento, supporters of a split-roll property tax measure took great
pains to say they want to raise property taxes on business owners only, not on homeowners. Exactly one
month later, however, a supporter of the measure indicated that homeowners are indeed on the hit list.
Most of the testimony at a July 10 informational hearing of the Assembly Revenue and Taxation
Committee in San Francisco was predictable – Lenny Goldberg testified in favor of higher property
taxes, for example – but one of the big surprises was that a split-roll supporter made it crystal clear that
she also hopes to wipe out Proposition 13 protection for long-time homeowners.
Invited panelist Jennifer Bestor, research director for Educate Our State, blasted Proposition 13’s
acquisition-value system and criticized differences in property taxes for long-time property owners and
newcomers. She voiced support for requiring the reassessment of homes when owners die and leave
property to their children – a change that would cause massive tax increases for many Californians,
just when they are mourning the loss of a loved one.
Another surprise was a disagreement between various split-roll supporters on the issue of taxing
rental properties. Ms. Bestor claimed that the ownership landscape of residential property is much
different than it was in 1978, and she said that residential rental property owned by Los Angeles
businessman – and former Los Angeles Clippers owner – Donald Sterling is “subsidized” by other
taxpayers because it has not been sold in many years, and thus has not been reassessed. She made it
clear that she believes frequent reassessments should be made, to increase Mr. Sterling’s property tax
burden. Many “Make It Fair” supporters in the audience seemed to agree.
Meanwhile, Democratic Assemblyman Bill Quirk repeatedly stated during the hearing that
it would make no sense to put residential rental properties in the same category as other business
properties, and that rentals should be categorized with homeowner-occupied property.
					
*		
*		
*
The treatment of residential rental property is likely to be a big topic of conversation as the split-roll
debate continues. Those who support Proposition 13 protections have noted many times that if owners of
rental property are hit with tax increases, the renters will end up paying for the tax hike. This is true for
those who rent homes or apartments from Mr. Sterling, as well as those who rent commercial space for
mom-and-pop businesses that support many California families and add life to our communities.
Split-roll activists have muddied the waters by using statistics that confuse the issue of homeowner vs.
rental property. In a June 9 column in The Sacramento Bee, for example, Senators Loni Hancock and Holly
Mitchell wrote, “This year, homeowners are on the hook for 72 percent, and the commercial side will pay
only 28 percent” of the total property tax burden. This is misleading, as very little of 72 percent of property
classified by the state as “residential” actually is occupied by homeowners.
As noted at the hearing by CalTax Vice President of State Tax Policy Gina Rodriquez, the 72 percent
figure can and should be broken down into two more meaningful categories: only 38 percent of the property is
owner-occupied homeowner property, and the remaining 34 percent is investor-owned residential property,
including rentals.
Despite being held in San Francisco, the forum drew an audience that was nearly half comprised of
Proposition 13 supporters. While some might characterize this as yet another surprise, it shouldn’t be,
considering that polls consistently find Proposition 13 has strong support across party lines – support that
undoubtedly will grow as more homeowners discover that some split-roll activists are looking their way, too.
(David Kline is Vice President of Communications and Research, California Taxpayers Association.)
- CityWatch
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Does DWP Deserve a
30% Rate Increase?
By Jack Humphreville

O

ur Department of Water and Power is proposing
a 25% to 30% increase in our utility rates over
the next five years. This $1.2 to $1.4 billion in new
revenues will be used to replace aging infrastructure,
improve the reliability of service, expand our local
water supply, transform our sources of power, improve
customer service, and support the Department’s $13
billion, five year capital expenditure program.
This hefty rate hike of 5% a year over five
years does not appear to be unreasonable based on
presentations by DWP’s senior management. This is
also an improvement over the 8% annual increase that
was floated several months ago that would have cost
Ratepayers over $2 billion a year.
Over the next four months, DWP management
will put on a full court press to sell this substantial
rate increase to Ratepayers who have serious doubts
about the Department and its domineering union. But
even more so, we have a hard time trusting the Herb
Wesson, the City Council, and Mayor Eric Garcetti
when it comes to our hard earned cash.
One area of concern is DWP’s Stormwater
Capture Master Plan which appears to be an attempt
by the Bureau of Sanitation and City Hall to dump
a significant chunk of the $8 billion urban runoff
program onto the Ratepayers.  
In June, the DWP Board of Commissioners
approved a $15 million stormwater plan that will
cost Ratepayers an estimated $3,000 an acre foot, a
significant premium to the $600 that the Metropolitan
Water Department charges for untreated water. At
the same time, Sanitation, which has the primary
responsibility for stormwater, is not putting any
upfront money into the deal.
The Department must also justify selected pet
projects, including the $20 million Griffith Park South
Water Recycling Project that will end up costing
Ratepayers close to $4,000 an acre foot. Once again, DWP
is financing a project that is the responsibility of another
City department, in this case, Recreation and Parks.
There are numerous other pet projects, including,
but not limited to, the Los Angeles River, the Arts
District Clean Tech campus, fire hydrants, below
market leases, and the Silver Lake Reservoir.  

GM Part of the Problem at DWP

A

By Paul Hatfield

nyone can run numbers, including the crowd that passes itself off as management at DWP.
Attendees at last month’s Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils meeting got to listen
to Marcie Edwards deliver a dog and pony show about proposed rate increases, owing to the
need to replace aging water infrastructure and increase power capacity.
No one is doubting the need, but the DWP was not in a full disclosure mode and offered a
litany of excuses for its failure to address the problems over the years.
The utility has been feeding pablum to the public about its rate increase plan in an attempt to silence possible criticism.
Characterizing the proposal as a 5-year plan is insultingly disingenuous. The higher rates will not go away after five years. With
20% of water pipes destined to reach the end of their useful lives over the next 15 years, the rate increases for the water portion
of our bills alone will continue for years to come. It took an astute attendee at the presentation to pull the admission out of
Edwards.
There will be debt service on new bonds for both water and power reaching out 30 years from the issuance dates, which will
also contribute to ever-increasing rates.
Once again, no one is doubting the need for restorative capital investments.
But since DWP and the City Council have neglected upgrading and replacing delivery and generation systems, yet continued
to divert an annual transfer of a bogus operating surplus (currently around $245 million) from the utility to the general fund, it
is only fair for the public to demand an end to that process. A large part of the surplus must be retained by DWP, and the rate
increase reduced accordingly, to help fund the vital improvements.
						
*		
*		
*
Edwards, as her predecessors have done, likened the transfer as a dividend to shareholders. Anyone receive a dividend
check from DWP in the mail lately? Ever?
I reminded Edwards that well-run companies do not declare dividends when they have ongoing, significant cash needs.
She did not understand the question, instead falling back on how much money DWP has saved its ratepayers as a result of
the last labor negotiations.   
Savings?
I suppose so, in the same sense as when a burglar does not steal all of your valuables.
Also, she had the hutzpah to compare LA’s leakage rate as favorable to other major cities, all on the east coast – much older
systems, not to mention they are not located in a desert where the importance of every drop is magnified many times.
When I asked Edwards if anyone in management had been fired as a result of the costly billing system debacle and the
pathetic response to correct customer accounts, she blamed the civil service system and the fact she can only hire ten managers
(Continued on page 4)

		
*		
*		
*
There are also questions regarding the local solar
programs involving the efficiency of the Feed-inTariff program, net metering, and utility built solar.
According to the Ratepayers Advocate, the Feed-inTariff program is expected to ding Ratepayers more
than $250 million extra over the next twenty years
compared to other solar alternatives. And the DWP
built solar facility at the Port of Los Angeles is expected
to cost 60 cents per kilowatt hour, four times the retail
price of electricity.
This raises serious concerns about the efficacy of
Garcetti’s $2.5 to $3 billion proposal to construct over
600 megawatts of DWP built solar power within the
City of Los Angeles.
This rate review is also an opportunity to address
DWP’s major problem: City Hall and the way it treats
the Department as an ATM and a favor bank.
As a result of this interference, the LA 2020
Commission recommended the establishment of The
Los Angeles Utility Rate Commission that would have
direct authority to determine DWP policy, appoint the
General Manager, set rates, and work with the GM and
her staff to oversee the operations of the Department.
While this recommendation has yet to see the light of
day thanks to City Council President Herb Wesson,
we need to have a serious conversation about the
governance of this City enterprise that is vital to our
local economy.
The Ratepayers will also be hit up for about $200
million in taxes on Power System revenues as a result of
the 8% Transfer Fee and the 10% to 12% City Utility Tax.
But rather than pocketing this back door tax increase,
the City Council and Mayor Garcetti should reinvest
this windfall in the power system’s infrastructure since
they are in large part responsible for the deteriorating
infrastructure because of their unwillingness to make
the tough decision to raise rates.  
The economics of the proposed 25% to 30% rate
increase do not appear to be unreasonable based
on management’s presentations. Whether DWP is
deserving of this $1.2 to $1.4 billion revenue hike
depends on the willingness of DWP and City Hall to
address the Ratepayers’ concerns, protect our wallets,
and reform the governance of our Department of
Water and Power.
August, 2015
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Remembering World War II

1938 and 2015:
Only the Names
Are Different
By Dennis Prager

W

e say that evil is dark. But this metaphor is imprecise. Evil is actually
intensely bright, so painfully bright that people look away from it. Many
even deny its existence.
Why? Because once people acknowledge evil’s existence, they know they have to
confront it. And most people prefer not to confront evil.
That is what led to World War II. Many in the West denied the darkness of
Nazism. They looked the other way when that evil could have been stopped and then
appeased it as it became stronger.
We are reliving 1938. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain went to
Munich to negotiate with Adolf Hitler. He left believing Hitler’s promises of peace in
exchange for Germany being allowed to annex large parts of Czechoslovakia. Upon
returning to England, Chamberlain announced, “Peace for our time.”
The American and European negotiations with Iran have so precisely mirrored
1938 that you have to wonder how anyone could not see it.
The Nazi regime’s great hatred was Jews. Iran’s great hatred is the Jewish state.
The Nazis’ greatest aim was to exterminate the Jews of Europe. Iran’s greatest aim
is to exterminate the Jewish state. Nazi Germany hated the West and its freedoms.
The Islamic Republic of Iran hates the West and its freedoms. Germany sought to
dominate Europe. Iran seeks to dominate the Middle East and the Muslim world.
And exactly as Britain and France appeased Nazi Germany, the same two
countries along with the United States have chosen to appease Iran.
				

*		

*		

*

Today, people mock Chamberlain. But just change the names, and you realize
that we are living through a repetition of Munich. Substitute the Islamic Republic of
Iran for Nazi Germany, the Ayatollah Ali Khamenei for Hitler, Barack Obama and
John Kerry for Chamberlain, Israel for Czechoslovakia and for Europe’s Jews, and
the increasingly unsafe world of 2015 for the increasingly unsafe world of 1938.
In fact, there is considerably less defense for the Iran agreement — which awards
Iran $150 billion in currently frozen assets and the right to keep its nuclear program
— than there was for the Munich agreement. Prior to 1938, Hitler had not publicly
proclaimed his aim to annihilate Europe’s Jews. Yet, Iran has been proclaiming its
intention to annihilate the Jewish state for decades. There were no massive “Death
to America” demonstrations in Germany as there regularly are in Iran. In 1938,
Germany had not been responsible for terror around the world as Iran is now. Nor
was Germany responsible for the death of more than a thousand Americans as Iran
has been.
Iran has been responsible for more American deaths in the past quarter-century
than any other group or country.
The Neville Chamberlains of 2015 defend the agreement with Iran on two
grounds: that the only alternative is war, and that this agreement has the capacity to
bring Iran into “the community of nations.”
The first is a falsehood for three reasons.
First, the alternative to this agreement was continuing and tightening the sanctions
that were weakening the Iranian regime and greatly diminishing its ability to fund
terror groups around the world. Second, because the agreement so strengthens Iran,
it makes war far more likely. When evil, expansionist regimes get richer, they don’t
spend their wealth on building new hospitals. Third, we have been at war with Iran
for decades — but only one side has been fighting.
And whoever believes that the agreement will bring Iran into “the community of
nations” betrays a breathtaking ignorance about the Iranian regime.
The Iranian regime is composed of religious fanatics who are morally
indistinguishable from ISIS, al-Qaida, Boko Haram and all the other mass-murdering
Islamist movements.
The Iranian regime has executed more people than any country except China
(and probably North Korea, for which data are unavailable).
The Iranian regime has killed more than 6,000 gays for being homosexual.
The Iranian regime repeatedly calls for the extermination of Israel. No other
country in the world is committed to annihilating another country.
				

*		

*		

*

Iran is the world’s greatest funder of terror organizations.
The late Argentine prosecutor Alberto Nisman indicted Iran for establishing
terrorist networks throughout Latin America, including Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay,
Uruguay, Chile and Colombia, among other countries.
Iran funds and directs the Lebanese terror organization Hezbollah, the most
powerful military organization in Lebanon.
Iran is the major funder of Hamas.
According to the 9/11 Commission Report, eight to 10 of the 9/11 hijackers passed
through Iran, and an American judge ruled that Iran bears legal responsibility for
providing “material support” to the 9/11 hijackers.
Members of Congress who vote to uphold this agreement will be viewed as
Chamberlain is viewed. The Left likes to talk about being on “the right side” of
history. Enabling Iran to keep its nuclear facilities while gaining access to hundreds
of billions of dollars is to be on the wrong side of history.
Question: Would any member of Congress vote for this agreement if Iran were
situated at the American border?
Very few people have a chance to do something about the greatest evil of their
time. Members of the U.S. Congress have that chance. That should trump loyalty to
Obama and his appeasement of the greatest evil of our time.

GM Part of the Problem at DWP
(Continued from page 3)
on her own.
Almost any CEO will tell you that ten well-picked hires can make a huge difference in any
organization.
According to Jim Collins, author of Good to Great, “Start by getting the right people on
the bus, the wrong people off the bus, and the right people in the right seats.”
I think Marcie Edwards missed the bus.
Ten competent leaders can establish and enforce demanding standards. If their direct
reports are not cutting it, they can document their shortcomings and make a case for removal,
demotion or termination of the weakest links.
Yes, it takes work, but highly motivated leaders are persistent and will rise to the
occasion. Edwards, herself, must step up and support her direct subordinates along those
lines instead of throwing up her hands. Her current approach will preserve a culture that
rewards incompetence or mediocrity.
As ratepayers, we need to insist on sound management.
If not, the cost of implementing the very critical capital improvements over the next 15-20
years will be far more expensive than necessary.
(Paul Hatfield is a CPA and serves as President of the Valley Village Homeowners Association.)
Story editor: Linda Abrams
- CityWatch

the drop wishes they

could all be
California - friendly
landscapes.
trade in your lawn

for a beautiful

california-friendly garden

      (JWR contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show
based in Los Angeles.)
© 2015 Creators Syndicate
August, 2015

For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com

Page 4

Serving Royalty
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford Shepherd of the Hills

A

s God’s child you are blessed with unique gifts and talents that God uses to help you
grow spiritually and fulfill different aspects of church ministry. Every Christian
is called to serve fellow believers. Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:10, “As each one has
received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God.” And Paul echoes a similar sentiment when he wrote in Galatians 5:13, “For you
were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love, serve one another.”
One way that believers can serve one another is through volunteer work. Serving
through volunteer work is an outward declaration of one’s commitment to Jesus. “‘If
anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servants be also.
If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him’” (John 12:26). If you love the Lord, He
will open up opportunities for you to serve Him. How wonderful it is to know that God
has a specific purpose for each of us to fulfill in the church and in the world!
What does one need to serve God? One needs to have a love for God and the
willingness to devote some time to serve Him. God is not looking for a person’s ability
as much as He is looking for his or her availability. When your heart overflows with the
love for God, you will have the desire and the time to serve Him and His people. Know
that you have a special place of significance in your church.
There are plenty of ministries to match your God-given talents and skills and God
is a perfect matchmaker. He may use some to lead a Bible study or to sing with the
worship team. Some people may be called to serve as greeters or hosts, while others may
assist in preparing for special projects. I know a group of women who love to knit and
crochet, and they’re using their gifts to make blankets for
the homeless. Another group loves to pack food for hungry
families. A different group enjoys writing encouraging to
those in the armed forces or in nursing homes.
Whatever your inclination or ability is, there is a
ministry waiting for you— evangelism, global outreach,
guest services, Life Groups, nursery/preschool, music
and arts, sports outreach, pastoral care, media arts and
support ministries. Paul wrote in Romans 12:6, “Having
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to
us, let us use them...”
Serving God as a volunteer is a long-term
commitment. After all, God is committed to you, so
why should you not be committed to Him for the long
haul? When you serve God, you need to serve Him
with burning enthusiasm and spiritual zeal. Whatever
is worth doing to serve Him and your fellow believers is
valuable enough to be done with fervor and diligence.
After all, when you serve others, you are actually
serving the King of all Kings. Here’s a concept worth

T

spreading—serving Jesus is serving royalty.
Christians should strive to fill their time with things
that show God is at work in their hearts and their lives. Serving one
another at church strengthens your commitment to God, helps you spend
time with fellow believers, and gives you a chance to give back to the community.
As Christians work together and serve others, they also strengthen their faith and witness
to the world. As selfless volunteers they begin to see how each one can make a difference in
the community. As you serve the Lord, Jesus, remember Paul’s advice in Colossians 3:23-24,
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Jesus Christ.”
When you volunteer for God, your faithful service may go unnoticed or unappreciated.
Don’t lose heart. Stay committed and devoted. Hebrews 6:10 promises, “For God is not
unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for His name in
serving the saints as you still do.” One day you are going to stand before the Lord. When
you do, how blessed it will be to hear these words from Him: “Well done, my good and
faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).
(Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter
Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You can connect with Dudley online at www.WallsFallDownBook.
com or on Twitter @pastordudley.)
Edited by Carmencita F. Davino, Ph.D.

Home Sales
Up 18%

he median price of a home in Los Angeles County
rose by 8.7 percent in June, compared with the
same month a year ago, while the number of
homes soared by 18.2 percent, a real estate information
service announced.
According to CoreLogic, the median price of
a Los Angeles County home was $500,000, up from
$460,000 in June 2014. A total of 8,171 homes were
sold in the county, up from 6,911 during the same
month the previous year.
A total of 24,378 new and resale houses and
condos changed hands in Los Angeles, Riverside, San
Diego, Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange counties
last month, according to CoreLogic. That was down
12.1 percent from 21,754 in May and up 18.1 percent
from 20,635 in June 2014.
The median price for a Southern California home
was $442,000 in June, up 2.8 percent from $430,000 in
May and up 5.7 percent from $418,000 in June 2014.
“Southern California’s June home sales were the
highest since summer 2006 - the tail end of the last
housing boom - and sales haven’t risen this sharply on a
year-over-year basis in nearly three years,” saidAndrew
LePage, a data analyst for CoreLogic. “Continued job
growth, low mortgage rates, more confident consumers
and other factors have put more wind in the housing
market’s sails.”
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Planned Parenthood's Revolting Activities

“W
Pete Rose was introduced to a big ovation at the
All-Star Game in Cincinnati.

LA Observed

Pete RoseTime to Forgive?
By Ron Rapoport

E

arly one March morning in Vero Beach--this was
in the late 80s--I wandered out to a practice field
where visiting teams worked out before playing
exhibition games with the Dodgers. A few minutes
later, I was joined by Jim Murray, the great sports
columnist for the Los Angeles Times.
“Waiting for Pete?” Jim asked.
“I sure am,” I said, happy to have my choice of
a column subject receive such lofty validation. Jim
and I chatted for a while until the Cincinnati Reds’
bus pulled up, but as the players and coaches got off
we were disappointed to see that their manager was
not among them.
“I hate to miss those easy ones,” Jim said.
We asked short questions, Pete gave long
answers.
A year or so later, Pete got into a fair amount of
trouble that you may have heard about--it was in all
the papers--and while even those of us who admired
Pete were surprised and disappointed by what he
had done, we were also startled with the vehemence
of the anger that continued to come his way years
later when it was time to assess his baseball legacy.
Elected to the Hall of Fame? Pete wasn’t even
allowed on the ballot, where you will find Barry
Bonds, Roger Clemens, Mark McGwire and other
baseball miscreants to this day. If you wanted to vote
for him, you had to write him in and even then the
Hall wouldn’t tell you how many votes he received
unless you called and asked.

*

*

*

*

No one has more hits than Pete!
Pete was a flawed man. He did some things that
shamed himself and the game he loves, and he has
paid a heavy price for that. If you look at much of
what baseball has been through in recent years, in
fact, that may be just one more reason why he was
the spirit of the game.
Some will say Pete’s sins were of such magnitude
that they must never forgiven, and I respect that.
But I think those sins, and the decades of banishment
he has spent atoning for them, should be weighed
against his accomplishments.
Pete did his time, and that should be enough.
(Ron Rapoport covered the Dodgers and Angels for
the Los Angeles Times in the ‘70s, and wrote a sports
column for the Daily News in the ‘80s and ‘90s.)
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e’ve been very good at getting heart, lung, liver, because we know that, so I’m not gonna crush that part. I’m gonna
basically crush below, I’m gonna crush above, and I’m gonna see if I can get it all intact.” That’s how Planned
Parenthood’s senior director of medical services explained to a potential customer (with a hidden camera) how
unborn baby body parts are routinely harvested for profitable reuse.
Planned Parenthood’s president later apologized for the “tone” of Dr. Nucatola’s chilling remarks at a business lunch with
wine, but could not deny that they accurately reflect PP’s business model. As somebody said 2,000 years ago in ancient Rome:
“in vino veritas” (in wine there is truth).
Planned Parenthood’s practices appear to violate two federal laws, one of which prohibits trafficking in fetal organs and
tissues for profit. The other law prohibits altering an abortion for the sole purpose of harvesting organs, and that’s what PP’s
senior executive admitted doing.
In addition to aiming the forceps “under ultrasound guidance” to “crush below” or “crush above” the desired organ (such
as heart, lung or liver) wanted by a medical supply company, Nucatola even admitted that “people will actually try to change
the presentation so that it’s not vertex” (head first). That means intentionally delivering the baby feet or bottom first in order to
cause “dilation,” which makes it easier for the abortionist to “evacuate an intact calvarium (head) at the end.”
Aside from the apparent illegality of such activities, how did we reach the point in our country where an organization, led
by persons with such lack of conscience, was able to attain such power, influence and respectability that its president addressed
the last Democratic National Convention? (That was the same convention whose delegates booed a motion to recognize God.)
Planned Parenthood became the biggest recipient of the federal spending named in its honor, and the flow of money hasn’t
stopped — more than $500 million in the past fiscal year, comprising 41 percent of PP’s budget. It’s time to end all federal and
state taxpayer support for an organization that serves no valid public purpose, does not promote the general welfare and is run
by people who lack the basic decency to respect the dignity of human life in the womb.
Several state legislatures have tried to cut the flow of state taxpayers’ money to Planned Parenthood and its
affiliates, which perform more abortions than anyone else, only to be rebuffed by liberal federal judges. A rare exception
was a Kansas law upheld by the U.S. Tenth Circuit Court last year.
Congress could cut off most if not all of the $528 million given to Planned Parenthood and its affiliates in grants by government,
in contracts and in reimbursements from taxpayer-funded Medicaid. Numerous billionaire liberals are supporters of Planned
Parenthood, but rather than fully funding it themselves, which they could easily do, they insist on forcing taxpayers to foot the bill.
OpenSecrets.org reports that in the 2014 cycle, for example, Planned Parenthood received slightly more than
$1 million from donors at Bloomberg L.P. and $500,000 from donors at Soros Fund Management. Those companies
and their billionaire owners could easily keep Planned Parenthood afloat without burdening the taxpayers to support
conduct that so many find offensive.
		 (Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author.)
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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Here, I think, is the most important thing about
Pete as a ballplayer. Whenever you saw him play, you
couldn’t help but notice that he wasn’t the fastest
man on the field. He didn’t have the most power.
His swing wasn’t one you’d want young players
to emulate. He was far from a picture of grace in
the field. I think may be fair to say, in fact, that he
achieved more with fewer natural gifts than any
other player the game has ever known. I also think
it’s fair to say that despite his limitations, he was the
very spirit of baseball during his playing career.
I never saw a man who enjoyed being a bigleague ballplayer more than Pete did. Or a man who
enjoyed being a baseball star more than he did. Or a
man who enjoyed talking about the game, dissecting
the game, deconstructing the game, being around
the game, luxuriating in the game more than he did.
And I never anyone else play the game with more
passion that he did.

*

By Phyllis Schlafly
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LA Observed

LA’s Forgotten Jewish
Soccer Dynasty
By Kevin Roderick

A

t Vice Sports, Jonathan Zeller goes
deep on the story of Maccabi Los Angeles, at one time the Jewish entrant in
the largely ethnic Greater Los Angeles Soccer
League. Maccabi won five National Challenge
Cups between 1973 and 1981 — no team won
more — and by the mid-80s was finished. The
tournament where Maccabi dominated is now
known as the US Open Cup, and pro teams
from Major League Soccer now dominate.
In the 1976–77 season, the semi-professional Maccabis tallied 35 wins without a loss
on the way to city, state and national titles.
By the mid-80s, they no longer existed. Today, decades after the team’s glories, players’
memories aren’t always in sync. One, Moshe
Hoftman, laments that a pet parrot chewed
up most of his notes from those days.
European immigrants, some of whom
had been in concentration camps, founded the team in the 1960s. It started to win in the late ‘60s and ‘70s, when organizers lured
skilled players from Israel, Mexico, Argentina and elsewhere onto the roster. Hoftman, an aspiring engineer from Israel, came on
board when fullback Eli Marmur and the team’s management arranged to pay his tuition to San Fernando Valley State College
(and later UCLA). Benny Binshtock joined after he started working nearby for Mattel, his uncle’s toy company. The Germanborn Braeden, who came to America to become an actor, says he originally played on the Maccabis because “they promised us
some money for each game.” Soon, he says, “I began to realize that I was the token German on a Jewish team.”
The Maccabi team was not exclusively Jewish; major contributors included Braeden, who scored the winning semifinal goal on the way to their first US Open Cup championship, Chon Miranda of Mexico, and Tony Douglas, a native of
Trinidad and Tobago.
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The Outrageously
High Cost of New
Drugs Can Make You
Sick … Here’s a
Possible Cure
By Bob Gelfand

T

he cries of outrage have been heard from coast to
coast. A biotech company from Boston has come
up with a new drug that treats the underlying
cause of cystic fibrosis, and they want to get paid for it.
Specifically, they intend to charge $259,000 per year for
what the average patient will require. Elsewhere, a new
drug that promises to cure Hepatitis C will cost $84,000
for a course of treatment. Some of the new cancer
drugs, and some promising high-tech treatments for
rare diseases, are priced at a comparable level.
The debate over drug pricing will continue at a number
of levels, including the question of fairness and the question
of whether our current health insurance system can sustain
itself in the face of such costs. But I would suggest that there is
another issue that isn’t being considered, which is the strange
set of incentives that our patent system creates.
Let’s consider. Drug development is costly for several
reasons. The basic research itself is expensive, although
much of the really fundamental work is done under government grant funding. But the development of specific chemicals that target the causes of disease is usually carried out
by private sector companies. The process of screening lots
of chemicals to find the one that works is another expensive
process. Then there is a multi-tiered process of testing each
potential drug for safety and effectiveness. Under our legal
system, drug licensing depends on showing both.
This process may take a decade or more, and may
cost hundreds of millions of dollars. The payoff may be
in the billions, or it may be nothing. Most promising compounds fail at either the safety level or the effectiveness
level. The majority of failures are screened out comparatively early, but some of the promising compounds that
work in the laboratory dish and survive initial screening
go on to fail in clinical tests. Some drugs even make it to
the market, only to be pulled due to the appearance of side
effects. Pfizer put $800 million into a new anti-cholesterol
drug, only to find that it was not saleable.
You can think of the process as the drug company
buying a very expensive lottery ticket for a very well
paying lottery.
Now for the problem.
Suppose a drug company wins that lottery. Take
Lipitor, for example. Lipitor went on sale in 1997. The
patent on Lipitor expired Nov 30, 2011. Pfizer had $125
billion (that’s billion with a b) in sales over that 14 year
period. When the patent expired, there were other companies waiting in the wings to get their generic versions
on the market. Lipitor income dropped by the billions.
The lottery analogy isn’t far off the mark. The major
drug companies don’t even want to look at a prospective
compound unless it can project sales of a billion dollars.
The risks are too high.
In addition, the health insurance market, whether
by private insurers or by a national health plan, tends
to distance the patient from the pricing system. We may
have copays, but we are not in a position to bargain as
individual consumers.
The result of this system is that drug companies
are on a crazy roller coaster ride of increasing sales
when they get a winner, followed by what the financial
press calls the patent cliff. That’s where Pfizer watches
its Lipitor sales drop by ten billion dollars.
There is no obvious and easy solution to the drug
pricing system, other than for the biggest buyers (entire
countries, generally) to negotiate tenaciously. The pharmaceutical industry is too big and its political influence is too
strongly entrenched for big time changes any time soon.
But we might consider the disincentives of the patent
system in considering drug pricing. Perhaps there can be
some tradeoff between the lengths of patents and pricing. It
is certainly something worth considering. The process might
involve a company agreeing to reduce its price substantially
on a successful drug in exchange for patent concessions.
Adoption of a more European system of drug price negotiation may be in the wind. Forbes magazine, not exactly
known as a bastion of left wing socialism, published a column suggesting that the kind of pricing we are seeing in the
new cystic fibrosis drug could drive the US in that direction.
Expensive treatments that are of short duration and
result in a cure are obviously preferable to expensive treatments that go on year after year. This distinction ought
to be factored into price negotiations too. That might be
where extended patent protection could come into play.
(Bob Gelfand writes on culture and politics for CityWatch.)
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Arbitrage in the Grass

Rolling Your Lawn,
Rolling in Dough

J

From the Left

The Donald
By Susan Estrich

W

hat’s wrong with the way we pick our presidents?
The answer has got to be: plenty.
John Kasich, governor of Ohio (a role that, among other things, makes
him a “real” candidate), became the 16th candidate vying for one of 10 spots in
the upcoming GOP debate. This is a competition in which Donald Trump — the
man who currently symbolizes everything that’s wrong with the process — is
running first.
I mean, can you picture them up there? Maybe they could all be in boxes like
the old “Hollywood Squares,” and you could give them buzzers and they could
give 10-second answers to questions.
Or we could have a contest and see how many viewers could match the
candidate with his name at the end of the debate. Sounds easy, but a lot of these
guys look and sound a whole lot alike. Perhaps we could have Bingo cards!
If ever there were proof that polls are ridiculous, foolish, meaningless
measures of name recognition and nothing more, it’s in the current ones, showing
Donald Trump to be the leading Republican candidate for president.
Is Donald Trump really the man more Republicans want to be president than
anyone else? You can’t convince me. As a candidate, he has inspired anger and
resentment in seemingly everyone, calling Mexicans “rapists,” then attacking
war heroes, then giving out Lindsey Graham’s cell phone number. I’d love to
dismiss it as just a childish prank or a play for ratings, but, in truth, it’s scarier
than that.
This is fire he is playing with, and the people who are playing with him seem
more drawn by the fire than the specifics. Underlying this Republican primary
contest, it seems very clear, is a level of unrest in the party.

By Jon Christensen and Mark Gold

on Christensen writes: Last year I was at a workshop in which a city official suggested that what
we need to do to change water consumption patterns in Los Angeles is “villainize the lawn” like
we’ve villainized plastic bags.
Turf Terminators did just that. But now, it seems the tables have turned, topsy turvy, and the
villainizer is the villain.
Concerns have circulated in hushed voices for months as more and more people have seen yards
after Turf Terminators is done with them. Recently more vocal dismay has spread on social media as
Turf Terminators has eliminated lawns in more and more neighborhoods. Landscape architect Mia
Lehrer and colleagues wrote an op-ed for the LA Times pleading “Don’t Gravelscape L.A. Then, the
LA Weekly ran a story headlined “Turf Terminators has gotten rich turning yards into gravel, but is
it creating blight?”
At first this seemed like such a nice, entrepreneurial “doing well, by doing good” story.
Turf Terminators will remove your lawn and install drought tolerant landscaping for free. How
can they make money doing that? They take the rebates the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power and other agencies offer homeowners for removing turf. And the Terminators take care of
the paperwork too. Your water bills go down, LA conserves water during the drought, and a new
business thrives, creating jobs. Win, win, win, win, no?
At bottom, what we have here is a curious kind of arbitrage: buying a lawn to destroy it at
low cost and selling the missing lawn at a higher cost at the same time. Turf Terminators effectively
buys your lawn at the low cost of ripping it out and putting in a few plants and gravel or mulch. The
company then sells your former lawn to the DWP, for example, for the higher value of DWP’s rebate
- $3.75 a square foot - and pockets the difference. And you get left with a pretty minimal yard because
the marginal profit for Turf Terminators on each yard is not huge.
				
*		
*		
*
You can’t blame Turf Terminators for finding a good business opportunity and going after it
aggressively. And they’re not the only ones doing this. They’re just the biggest, having converted
more lawns than anyone else so far.
But while lawns may be a good enemy, beauty should not be. It can be quite lovely if you switch
your yard from turf to xeriscaping. Even better if one or two of your neighbors follow your lead.
And better yet if that creates a tipping point, as Emily Green, who writes widely on these issues
at ChanceofRain.com thinks it will, and then the rest of your block goes along. Pretty soon you
could have a beautiful, varied landscape of plants in your neighborhood that is not only good for
conserving water, but great habitat for other creatures, and pretty to boot.
Or not. Instead of a uniform block of lush green lawns, you may find yourself in a uniform, hot
block of bleak gravel dotted with a few beleaguered plants.
Beware the law of unintended consequences. As time goes by and more and more public money
goes into these well-intentioned rebates and then into Turf Terminators and its competitors, this
combination of good intentions and incentives could turn Los Angeles into a city that is ever more
unpleasant to live in. At what price are we arbitraging our future?
There have to be better ways. And there are. Some advocate for more stringent requirements for
(Continued on page 10)

				
*		
*		
*
This is not the Tea Party talking. Yes, there are, no doubt, tea drinkers
among the Trump numbers, but there are far more articulate advocates of the
Tea Party agenda than Trump.
Trump doesn’t listen to anyone, anyway. Because that is what he is, he
takes no responsibility for what he says, and therefore does not pay a political
price. Imagine anyone who actually had a chance of being president saying that
Mexicans are rapists, not to mention attacking prisoners of war who fought
in Vietnam (incidentally, Trump conveniently escaped service on a college
deferment).
And here is the danger. There is no Republican out there who seems capable
of taking him down without a fight. The “grown-ups,” as we used to call them,
the James Baker types, the classy, smart, savvy, Republicans, who knew how to
elect Presidents (and run administrations) — they don’t run things the way they
used to, and they can’t.
There is, quite literally, no one in charge, no one to persuade at least some
of the 16 candidates to wait four years, no one who can derail the coming
confrontations with Trump and the games he will play (he is a professional at
television, not politics — and this is television). Serious candidates will have
to figure out, in the brief time slots they get during a debate, how to deal with
Trump now without hurting themselves later.
This has nothing to do with picking the best person (however you choose
to define that) to lead the Republicans in the fall. Right now, the crucial matter
is how much damage that ultimate nominee suffers during a pre-nomination
process that has been hijacked by a TV host who is ready to start firing people,
and firing them up, even at the cost of burning those around him who are the
rightful participants in what is ultimately not a game at all.
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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No “Anytime, Anywhere” Inspections

Why Congress Must
Rob the Iran Deal
of Its Legitimacy

W

Front page of the Los Angeles Times.

LA Times Sells Front Page
Masthead to “Minions” Movie

By Charles Krauthammer

hen you write a column, as did I last month,
headlined “The worst agreement in U.S.
diplomatic history,” you don’t expect to revisit
the issue. We had hit bottom. Or so I thought. Then the
final terms of the Iranian nuclear deal were published.
I was wrong.
Who would have imagined we would be giving up
the conventional arms and ballistic missile embargoes on
Iran? In nuclear negotiations?
When asked at his news conference why there is
nothing in the deal about the American hostages being
held by Iran, President Obama explained that this is a
separate issue, not part of nuclear talks.
Are conventional weapons not a separate issue?
After all, conventional, by definition, means non-nuclear.
Why are we giving up the embargoes?
Because Iran, joined by Russia — our “reset” partner
— sprung the demand at the last minute, calculating
that Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry were so
desperate for a deal that they would cave. They did. And
have convinced themselves that they scored a victory by
delaying the lifting by five to eight years. (Ostensibly. The
language is murky. The interval could be considerably
shorter.)
Obama claimed in his news conference that it really
doesn’t matter, because we can always intercept Iranian
arms shipments to, say, Hezbollah.
Moreover, the most serious issue is not Iranian
exports but Iranian imports — of sophisticated Russian
and Chinese weapons. These are untouchable. We are not
going to attack Russian and Chinese transports.
The net effect of this capitulation will be not only to
endanger our Middle East allies now under threat from
Iran and its proxies, but also to endanger our own naval
forces in the Persian Gulf. Imagine how Iran’s acquisition
of the most advanced anti-ship missiles would threaten
our control over the gulf and the Strait of Hormuz,
waterways we have kept open for international commerce
for a half-century.
		 *		
*		
*
The other major shock in the final deal is what
happened to our insistence on “anytime, anywhere”
inspections. Under the final agreement, Iran has the right
to deny international inspectors access to any undeclared
nuclear site. The denial is then adjudicated by a committee
— on which Iran sits. It then goes through several other
bodies, on all of which Iran sits. Even if the inspectors’
request prevails, the approval process can take 24 days.
And what do you think will be left to be found, left
unscrubbed, after 24 days? The whole process is farcical.
The action now shifts to Congress. The debate is
being hailed as momentous. It is not. It’s irrelevant.
Congress won’t get to vote on the deal until September.
But Obama took the agreement to the U.N. Security
Council with unanimous approval within days. Approval
there cancels all previous U.N. resolutions outlawing and
sanctioning Iran’s nuclear activities.
Meaning: Whatever Congress ultimately does, it
won’t matter because the legal underpinning for the
entire international sanctions regime against Iran will
have been dismantled at the Security Council. Ten years
of painstakingly constructed international sanctions will
vanish overnight, irretrievably.
Even if Congress rejects the agreement, do you
think the Europeans, the Chinese or the Russians will
reinstate sanctions? The result: The United States is
left isolated while the rest of the world does thriving
business with Iran.
Should Congress then give up? No. Congress needs
to act in order to rob this deal of, at least, its domestic
legitimacy. Rejection will make little difference on the
ground. But it will make it easier for a successor president
to legitimately reconsider an executive agreement (Obama
dare not call it a treaty — it would be instantly rejected by
the Senate) that garnered such pathetically little backing
in either house of Congress.
It’s a future hope, but amid dire circumstances. By
then, Iran will be flush with cash, legitimized as a normal
international actor in good standing, recognized (as
Obama once said) as “a very successful regional power.’
Stopping Iran from going nuclear at that point will be
infinitely more difficult and risky.
Which is Obama’s triumph. He has locked in his
folly. He has laid down his legacy, and we will have to live
with the consequences for decades.
(Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer
Prize-winning syndicated columnist, author, political
commentator, and physician.)
- Jewish World Review
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By Kevin Roderick

S

ome are calling this despicable and only partly as a pun. Los Angeles Times publisher Austin Beutner approved placing an ad
for the Universal movie “Minions” within the front page nameplate of the Times. Three minions, characters introduced to movie
audiences in the “Despicable Me” films, cavort over the LA Times logo (or masthead, some call it.) I’m told the ad was approved
over the objections of at least some top editors and marks a first for the LA Times, which has been more willing than most newspapers
to turn over the front page to movie ads, but up to now has not sold the actual Times logo. “Previous publishers were not willing to go
there,” said a senior-level newspaper source with knowledge of the negotiations.
The same source says the deal cost Universal about $300,000 and includes ad minions in other sections of the paper, but not
in those sections’ nameplates. That’s reportedly a big buy for Universal, which has all but stopped advertising its movies in the Los
Angeles Times print edition. “They never spend that kind of money in the Times,” said the source, who says Universal is actually
counting on controversy over the Times decision to help generate buzz about the movie, which opened July 10.
None of the big Hollywood studios spend important dollars in the Times print paper anymore, except at awards time, apparently
concluding after years of declining and aging readership that their customers aren’t really LA Times print readers. That’s a major
revenue issue for Beutner — now and going forward. The printed paper drives news decisions less and less — for example, there was
no coverage of the Charleston church shooting in morning papers because the A section deadline is early and national news is no longer
allowed in “California” — but print is still a crucial source of ad revenue. The studios aren’t the only big ad buyers to flee.
“I’ve been keeping informal track and the LAT’s biggest advertiser now is — the LAT,” a former senior editor told me recently.
In a recent print paper, the editor observed, there were 42 pages and 27 house ads. “That’s stunning and unsustainable.”
- LA Observed
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LOCAL Events
American Heritage Square Dance

The farmers and charmers Square Dance Club is
offering a free introduction to square dance class. Learn
the basic steps in a fun environment, meet new people,
and dance the night away every Sunday through Sunday,
August 16, 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm at Wilkinson Center, 8956
Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. For more information and to
RSVP, call (818) 996-0974.

Movie Under the Stars

Councilmember Englander is a proud partner with the
Los Angeles Police Department's Devonshire Division to
present a Movie Under the Stars for National Night Out,
"America's Night Out Against Crime" on Tuesday, August
4 at Northridge Park, 18300 Lemarsh St. with Disney’s
Big Hero 6. Event begins at 7:00 pm; movie will begin at
nightfall (approximately 8:00 PM). Admission is free, and
popcorn and children's activities will also be available at
no charge. For more information call (818) 882-1212.

Free Musical Performance

includes: Smokin’ Hot Tunes by DJ James Woo of
Granada Pavilion; Hustle Lesson/Showcase by Ballroom
Pro Wiley Simpson; Huge Dance Floor Perfect for Being
Swept Off Your Feet; Mixers, Ice Breakers, & Personal
Introductions; Face to Face Conversation with Fun
Friendly Foxy Folks; Light Bites, Treats, Sweets, & Soft
Drinks; Amazing Door Prizes! Contact: 818-753-8898
or minglewithsingles-dances@meetup.com.

Open University at CSUN

You can enroll in classes this Fall at California State
University, Northridge through Open University. The
program allows community members to take academiccredit classes on a space-available basis, with the
instructor's permission. Registration starts Aug. 24, the
first day of classes. http://openuniversity.csun.edu

"Pass the Light"

If you missed it in theaters in February, now's your
chance to see "Pass the Light" on August 30 at First
Presbyterian Church Granada Hills, 10400 Zelzah Ave.
in Northridge. A Q&A with the writer and some of the
cast & crew will follow the show. Showtime 6pm, doors
open at 5:00pm in Lee Hall. Tickets are by suggested
donation of $10/adult, $6/Seniors & under 21.

The Chatsworth Library and the Friends of the
Chatsworth Library are hosting a free musical performance
by the Filharmonic on Saturday, August 8, 2:00 pm to 3:00
pm at 21052 Devonshire Street. Based out of Los Angeles,
The Filharmonic is a band unique in their musical talent and
Disaster Preparedness Fair
cultural diversity and has been featured on Pitch Perfect 2 &
Prepare yourself by attending the Annual Valley
The Sing-Off. For more information, call (818) 341-4276.
Disaster Preparedness Fair on Saturday, October 3,
10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Fire Station 87, 10124 Balboa
CERT Training
The LAFD CERT Program is scheduled now through Blvd. in Granada Hills. There will be demonstrations
Thursday, August 20, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at North Hills and hands-on practice on how to handle emergencies,
East Neighborhood Council, 15435 W. Rayen Street. This a speaker series, a multitude of exhibitors, raffles, and
program educates people about disaster preparedness free Family Emergency Preparedness Starter Kits (while
for hazards that may impact their area and trains them supplies last). For more information and to register,
in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light please visithttp://www.valleydisasterfair.com/.
search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical
operations. For more information and to register, go to
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/lafd-cert-north-hills-ticketsPlease submit very brief local events, space is
17264220749?aff=es2.
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
Porter Ranch Library
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.
Join the Porter Ranch Library discussion group as they
talk about their current book, Arrowsmith by Sinclair Lewis
L
on Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am at 11371 Tampa Avenue.
Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
For more information, please call (818) 360-5706.

Deadline for Non-Profits

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

Chatsworth Book Club

The Friends of the Chatsworth Library will be hosting
a discussion group on the book, The Rosie Project by
Graeme C. Simsion on Wednesday, August 5, 1:00 pm –
2:30 pm at 21052 Devonshire Street. For more information,
call (818) 341-4276.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

Joys from the Garden

On Sunday, August 9 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
the Friends of Greystone are delighted to present Christy
Wilhelmi, author of “Gardening for Geeks,” as she shares
her knowledge on how you can create a thriving and
productive environment for your plants, grow your own
organic food while at the same time reduce pollution and
waste. No gardening shears needed. Tickets are available
for $55 for Friends of Greystone members or $65 for
non-members. For more information, call (310) 2860119 or visit the Friends of Greystone website at www.
greystonemansion.org.

Mingle with Singles Dance

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.
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Mingle with Singles Dance Ages 50+ takes place on
Sunday, August 23rd from 7-10pm at Valley Beth Shalom,
15739 Ventura Blvd. in Encino. They’re Bringing Back
the Successful Soirees of the 80’s. $20 cash at the door

For Advertising Rates, Visit

Rolling Your Lawn,
Rolling in Dough

(Continued from page 8)
rebates, such as banning gravel and artificial turf, designating
which plants qualify for rebates, protecting trees for shade, and
creating landscaping that will absorb water better. Emily Green
notes that if we were pulling up vegetation and taking water
off of such a wide swath of wild landscape it would require an
Environmental Impact Statement.
But how far can and should regulations go in defining
people’s personal options on their own properties?
The other way is for people to remember there is no free
lunch--and no free lawn removal. You get what you pay for.
So take the rebates. And rip out those lawns. But, remember,
beauty may cost a little more, and take a little more thought,
planning, and even sweat equity.
The good news is that your property and your city will be
better for it in the long run.
Thinking about ripping up your lawn? Good idea. But first
read Emily Green’s “After the Lawn” series at KCETLink.
- L.A. Observed
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CityWatch LA

Pirates at the Port (of Los Angeles)
By Jack Humphreville

T

he growth of the Port of Los Angeles and its ability to maintain and create good
paying jobs and its market share of imported cargo are under siege by external
market forces as well as the demand by the San Pedro and Wilmington communities
to finance $400 million of public benefits over the next ten years.
The Harbor Department, one of the City’s three proprietary departments, is
responsible for the operation of the Port of Los Angeles, the largest port in the county.
Last year, the Port handled over 8 million containers and, along with the Port of Long
Beach, controlled over 70% of the West Coast market.
Together with the Ports of Oakland and Seattle-Tacoma, the West Coast ports handle
about 65% of the imports from East Asia.
However, based on a recent report (“Wide Open: How the Panama Canal is
Redrawing the Logistics Map”) by The Boston Consulting Group and C. H. Robinson, a
leading, worldwide third party logistics firm, the West Coast’s market share of imports
from East Asia could dip to 50% by 2020 as a result of the opening of the expanded
Panama Canal in 2016.
Fueling this shift in market share is the lower cost to reach Chicago and other
Midwest markets by an all water service in massive container ships as opposed to the
faster, but more expensive intermodal service that relies on railroads and trucks to reach
these battleground markets from Los Angeles.  
The Port of Los Angeles is also experiencing competitive threats from not only
Oakland and Seattle-Tacoma, but from the expanded ports in Prince Rupert, British
Columbia, Canada, and Lazaro Cardenas, located in the Mexican state of Michoacán,
about 300 miles west of Mexico City on the Pacific Ocean.
While the Port’s market share and business model are threatened by aggressive

Governments Keep Turning to

Socialism,
Even Though It Always Fails
By Stephen Moore

A

few years ago, the prestigious economic publication Journal of Economic Literature
dubbed the period from 1980-2005 “the age of Milton Friedman.” The article
described this era of greater reliance on free markets and privatization, which
the Nobel laureate economist Friedman advocated, as arguably the period of greatest
economic advance for mankind in world history.
It would be hard to argue against that. As freedom and free markets were on the march,
more than 1 billion people worldwide, mostly in China and India, were moved out of poverty.
Tens of trillions of dollars of new wealth were created worldwide.
But the past decade could be described as the comeback of socialism. In response to
the financial crisis, nations foolheartedly turned to central governments to steer them out of
crisis. Government debt, spending and regulatory activity soared all across Europe and in the
United States. The Keynesian model that sees government welfare spending as a “stimulus”
came storming back in vogue — nowhere more so than in the United States.
Many countries — Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal and France, as well as the United States
— experimented with quasi-socialist governments. Now, the bitter price is being paid.
This, more than anything else, explains why the world is twisting in financial turmoil in
recent weeks. Not just Greece, but at least a half a dozen nations appear to be on the verge
of bankruptcy because they can’t afford the social welfare states they have, and the bills are
coming due. The socialists are getting hammered.
Meanwhile, China’s government is responding to a manufactured stock market bubble
with more promises of Keynesian monetary and fiscal stimulus — interventions that will
work there are well as they have in Japan and the United States.
Wall Street is acting as though more government intervention will calm financial markets,
when it is the government’s excessive intervention that created the crises in the first place.
Greece is socialism on steroids — a place where the government gives a lot of things away
for free, few people work and millions receive government pensions, paychecks or welfare
benefits. Fifty percent of young people don’t have a job and over half of Greeks retire before
age 60. The wagon is full and no one is left to pull it. Now Greece thinks that the Germans or
the EU, or the IMF or the United States is going to pay for it all. The crash is coming very soon
and the standard of living in Greece will surely plummet. Thank you, socialism.
Even in the U.S., socialism is failing. Connecticut is the Greece of the East Coast. It keeps
raising taxes and spending, and the state is in perpetual insolvency. The same can be said
of Detroit, Chicago and several California cities that can’t pay their bills. Puerto Rico is a
socialist welfare state, and it may need to go into receivership to pay off tens of billions of
unpayable debt.
We are now entering a new era of global finance when government bonds — sovereign
debt — will be defaulted on because there is no one left to pay the bills and no one to bail them
out. The poor will get poorer, and the middle class will fall behind — the opposite of what
socialism promises to deliver.
Shortly before he died in 2006, Milton Friedman lamented: “The enduring lesson of the
20th century is that socialism is a failure, and free markets are a success. But the politicians
keep advocating just a little more socialism.”
That is precisely what is ailing the world economy today.
(Stephen Moore is a distinguished visiting fellow at The Heritage Foundation.)

competitors, City Hall is continuing to milk this cash cow.  
Earlier this year, the Port and its politically appointed Board of Harbor Commissioners
agreed to allocate $400 million over the next ten years for the development of the LA
Waterfront in San Pedro and Wilmington. This includes a capital improvement program
for six projects totaling about $140 million, the creation of an overly ambitious economic
development plan, and an operating budget to fund numerous public benefit programs.
This $400 million allocation is addition to the $600 million that has been spent over
the last ten years.
But none of this $1 billion in expenditures will make the Port a more efficient
operation in this highly competitive dog-eat-dog world.
City Hall has also managed to alienate Walmart by not allowing its stores in our
City. As a result, the company, the largest importer in the country by a wide margin, has
diverted a significant portion of its business to other ports around the country.
The Port has also damaged its reputation as a reliable partner because of labor
problems, including a recent slowdown that created a significant backlog that is still an
issue for shippers and their customers.
The Port was also a dumping ground for 200 to 300 surplus employees during the
Villaraigosa administration. This resulted in not only higher costs, but the infiltration of
political operatives with no industry or business experience into the management ranks,
tarnishing the Port’s reputation in the industry.  
The City is also hitting up the Port for about $40 to $50 million a year for its services
such as fire protection, museum and Park maintenance, utilities, and legal services. It
would be interesting to see the supporting documentation.
The Port of Los Angeles is an important part of the Southern California economy.
According to Mayor Eric Garcetti, more than 3 million direct, indirect, and induced jobs
are related cargo movement at the two San Pedro ports.  
As part of his Back to Basics program, Mayor Eric Garcetti needs to review the
governance, management, and finances of the Port of Los Angeles. The Port is too
important to be plundered by the pirates that occupy City Hall.

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org
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#1 IN AMERICA,
31 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE
YOU!

NATIONAL
SALE & Clearance

NO
Down
Payment
NO
NO Minimum Purchase
Interest*

YEARS
Plus
%
10 OFF

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™
credit card from 7/28/2015 to 8/17/2015.
Equal monthly payments required for
60 months. *See below for details.

‡

20 24
%

off

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

P
L
‡ U
S

COMING
NOW2014
OPEN!
LATE

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

On purchases with your Ashley
Advantage™ credit card made
7/28/2015 to 8/17/2015. Interest
will be charged to your account from
NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within
WITHIN 24 MONTHS‡‡
24 months. Minimum monthly
NO DOWN PAYMENT
payments required.
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE
‡‡See below for details.

MONTHS

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA CLARITA

Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club
& Super Walmart

26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to nonpromotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
‡‡Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you
pay the promo purchase amount in full within 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum
monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%;
Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee,
Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only
be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some
restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC
everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: July 28, 2015. Expires: August 17, 2015.
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