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Ballot Measure Proposed

Pension Relief – for
TAXPAYERS!

Backers of an initiative that would make major changes to public employee pensions 
have until June 5 to submit enough valid signatures to qualify the measure for the 
November ballot.

 The Pension Reform Act of 2014 would eliminate the constitutional protections for 
vested pension and retiree health care benefits for current public employees for future work 
performed.
 It would also permit governments to reduce employee benefits and increase employee 
contributions for future work if retirement plans are substantially underfunded or the 
government declares a fiscal emergency.
 Governments whose pension or retiree healthcare plans are less than 80 percent funded 
would be required to prepare a stabilization report specifying non-binding actions designed 
to achieve 100 percent funding within 15 years.
 If the initiative was to become law, it would result in a potential net reduction of 
hundreds of millions to billions of dollars per year in state and local government costs, 
according to an analysis prepared by the Legislative Analyst and Department of Finance.
 Valid signatures from 807,615 registered voters – eight percent of the total votes cast 
for governor in the 2010 general election – must be submitted by June 5 to qualify the 
measure for the November ballot.

New DMV Laws
Driving without driver license: $214

 - After 10 days changing of address without notifying DMV: $214
 - Driving without car insurance & having car accident: $796 with license

   suspension for 4 years
 - Run Red Light: $533
 - Run over 2 yellow double solid lane: $425
 - Forbidden U-Turn: $284
 - Exceeding Speed Limit (from 1-15 miles): $224
 - Exceeding Speed Limit (from 16-25 miles): $338
 - Driving too slow: $328
 - Do not stop at Stop Sign: $284
 - Over pass Transportation Bus when light flashing: $675
 - Using hand phone while driving (first time): $160
 - Parking in Bus reserved area: $976
 - Do not turn light on when it is dark (30 mins): $382
 - Cover car to block sun while driving: $178
 -  No Seat Belt while driving: $160
 - Kids without Seat Belt or Car Seat by law: $436
 - Wear head set on both ears while driving: $178
  

Save Water and Money
Councilman Mitch Englander’s Communications Director, Stephanie Saporito, would 

like to remind you to take advantage of money saving rebates offered by the Department 
of Water and Power and save both water and money! These include rebates for water 

efficient appliances and devices, and the “Cash for Grass” program, which has increased 
participation 10-fold since DWP raised the rebate amount to $2 a square foot, up from $1.50, 
for customers who replace water-thirsty lawns with “California Friendly landscape.”
 The single family residential program provides $2.00 per square foot of residential 
turf removed and converted to drought tolerant landscaping. The multi-family/commercial 
program has a tiered rebate that pays up to $2.00 per square foot of commercial turf 
removed. Please note that you must be pre-approved before starting any landscape 
project; a pre- inspection will be done to verify live turf. For more information visit the 
following website:http://bit.ly/1dfHeaG.

Porter Ranch to Northridge 
Fault - “Too Close for Comfort”
USGS Seismologist Dr. Lucy Jones captivated Porter Ranch Neighborhood 

Council board members and stakeholders alike during her January 15 
presentation, “Imagine America without LA” at Shepherd of the Hills Church. 

She has been tapped by Mayor Garcetti to partner with the City of Los Angeles in 
developing earthquake resilience strategies for Los Angeles.
 Dr. Jones began by noting that Porter Ranch is as close as you can be to 
the Northridge fault; the fault is just 3 miles under Porter Ranch and 12 miles 
under Northridge. She reviewed the impact of the 1994 Northridge Earthquake 
and presented the expected impact of a 7.8 earthquake along 200 miles of the San 
Andreas Fault. The numbers are staggering: 1,800 dead, 53,000 injured, 1,500 
collapsed buildings, 300,000 damaged buildings, and $213 billion in damages. Dr. 
Jones summed up the prospects, “I can come up with a lot of ways to make you feel 
miserable about the future.”
 The objective in responding to a disaster of this magnitude is urban disaster 
resilience: having a society that still functions after the earthquake. This is 
complicated by power, water, communications and transportation corridors that 
cross the San Andreas. Many of this infrastructure and services that cross the 
fault are not now designed to continue functioning in a significant earthquake. 
In particular, the Elizabeth Tunnel, which delivers water to Los Angeles, would 
be completely cut off. Cell phone towers would collapse and the communications 
conduit is not engineered to withstand the fault shifting. Our internet dependency 
and efficient economy, as exemplified by just in time delivery of food to our grocery 
stores from supply warehouses on the other side of the fault line, have left us more 
vulnerable in an earthquake.
 *         *         *
 What are some of the technologies now available? After the 6.3 Christchurch, 
New Zealand earthquake in 2011, flexible pipes were the only pipes still functioning 
in the city’s water system. In the course of the 7.9 Denali, Alaska earthquake in 
2002, no oil was spilled from the Alaska Pipeline, which is on rollers. 
 When asked, “What is the one thing that will solve our earthquake problems?” 
Dr. Jones specifies that there is not one thing. Our individual decisions affect the 
whole community. If your neighbor is not prepared and his house is damaged, it 
brings down your property values. We, as a whole, have to be good enough to keep 
on functioning so that people don’t leave the city.
 How should we prepare? Each household should prepare with fire extinguishers, 
first aid kit, one gallon of water a day per person for at least three days, food for 
three days, emergency plan, and out of town contact point. Fire extinguishers are 
important because 1,600 fires are expected to ignite over time after the earthquake, 
some as a result of the power going back on, heating up lamps and other devices that 
have fallen on sofas and other combustible material. 
 Dr. Jones recommended that people with houses built before 1997 should get a 
foundation specialist to ensure that your house is bolted to its foundation. This is not 
expensive and could prevent a lot of damage. Homeowners should evaluate the need 
for earthquake insurance. During the Northridge earthquake one third of homes 
had earthquake insurance, now only 12% do.
 As Porter Ranch prepares for the future, you can make a difference here at 
home by preparing for the Big One and by voting in the upcoming Porter Ranch 
Neighborhood Council elections. There are 22 candidates vying for your five votes. 
You can come hear the candidates at our Candidate Forum on Tuesday, February 4, 
6pm at Shepherd of the Hills Church, 19700 Rinaldi. Come vote on Saturday, March 
1, 9am to 1pm at Shepherd of the Hills Church. Find out about the candidates and 
more: http://www.prnc.org/2014elections.       - Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

*** VOTE ***                                             
CHERI DEROHANIAN for PRNC
Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council

ElECtioN:  3/01/2014
Saturday, 9am-1pm at

Shepherd of the Hills Church
CommuNity lEadER;
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PROUDLY SERVING NINE COMMUNITIES:
BURBANK • CANYON COUNTRY • COPPER HILL • MISSION HILLS

NORTHRIDGE • PORTER RANCH • SAN GABRIEL • SIMI VALLEY • VALENCIA
 www.facey.com        twitter.com/faceymedical

Facey patients are well-connected.
You can use FaceyConnect online services to schedule appointments, 
view lab results, request medication refills and more whenever or 
wherever you happen to be. All you need is a computer and internet 
access. You can sign up for FaceyConnect by speaking with a 
receptionist at any Facey office. You can learn more online at 
www.faceyconnect.com or by asking us the next time you visit.

PORTER RANCH PLAZA
19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • (818) 403-2400

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Tanya Falkowski, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Susan Kranzpiller, M.D.
Family Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

New year, new insurance plan? 
Good news: We probably accept it.

If there’s a new insurance card in your wallet this year, do yourself
a favor and make sure there is a Facey doctor’s name printed on it. 
Six generations of San Fernando Valley residents made Facey their medical group of 
choice.  Shouldn’t you be one of them, too? With 90 years of experience in caring for the 
community and our affiliation with Providence Health & Services Southern California, 
Facey Medical Group is your comprehensive local health care solution. 

Facey doctors accept most HMO & PPO insurance plans, including  Medicare Advantage HMO plans 
and plans specially designed for people who are eligible for both Medicare & MediCal. 

You can join Facey Medical Group at any time.
Swtiching to a Facey doctor is easy and usually only requires a call to your health 
insurance company if you have an HMO or EPO insurance plan. Ask your insurance 
company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently 
contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call (818) 837-5755.
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Course Credits for Hate?

CSUN Professor 
Violating State 

and Federal Law?
Special to the Valley Voice

"Say it aint so…a CSUN math professor using his office and state 
property spewing Anti-Israel propaganda?”
 At the California State University (CSU) Board of Trustees 

meeting Jan. 29, the AMCHA Initiative asked the California Attorney 
General Kamala K. Harris to investigate CSU Northridge’s Professor 
David Klein. AMCHA Initiative contends that for four years Klein has illegally used CSUN’s 
name and resources to promote a personal, political agenda.  The Zionist Organization of 
America (ZOA) and StandWithUs spoke at the meeting.
 “Professor Klein is a math professor. You wouldn’t hire him as an International 
Affairs lecturer.  You wouldn’t offer course credit to students if he decided to teach a class 
on Middle Eastern studies.  His boycott websites are not educational; they are part of his 
personal mission to indoctrinate,” said AMCHA co-founder, Tammi Benjamin. “They’re 
not state business and should not be promoted on the taxpayer dime.”
 
The following new evidence demonstrates that Klein’s anti-Israel postings are personal, 
political propaganda and do not qualify as state business:
 
- CSU Trustees Did Not Give Permission:  On September 25, 2013, CSU Interim General 
Counsel Andrew Jones confirmed that CSU Trustees did not give Klein permission to post 
his webpage promoting the boycott of Israel on the CSUN website.  A violation of  CAL. 
EDUC. CODE 89005.5(a)(2)(C) occurs if an individual uses the CSU name, without the 
permission of the CSU Trustees, “to display...this name publicly at, or in connection with 
any...propaganda, advertising, or promotional activity of any kind which has for its purpose 
or any part of its purpose the support, endorsement, advancement...of...boycott.”
 - Klein uses CSU website for character defamation:  In March 2012, Klein posted 
a link comparing AMCHA co-founder Rossman-Benjamin to a Nazi collaborator.  The 
author of the link writes, “Rossman-Benjamin reminds me of the court academics who 
prostituted themselves in 1933 when the Nazis came to power.” The author posted three 
photographs of Rossman-Benjamin next to a photograph of Martin Heidegger, whose 
caption reads: “famous philosopher who lent his talents to the cause of the 3rd Reich,” and 
he accused her of “climbing into bed with Hitler supporters.”  The author also calls her a 
“junk academic,” a “zombie,” and a “fruit cake.”
 - Violates Federal Law: Federal law prohibits any state from engaging in the type of 
anti-Israel boycott activities advocated by Klein.  Were the University to engage in such 
activities, it would be subject to federal sanctions, including fines and tax penalties.  As 
a result, Klein’s advocacy may trigger an obligation by CSUN to report the anti-Israel 
boycott campaign to the U.S. Treasury and Commerce Departments. 
 Freedom of speech is essential, but an attempt to demonize Israel and its Jewish 
supporters is antisemitic,” said Leila Beckwith, AMCHA’s other co-founder.  “Antisemitism 
has no place on a college campus and certainly not on an official university website.”
 The promotion of non-state business on official CSUN websites violates the following 
state and federal laws:
 - CAL. GOV’T CODE 8314: Prohibits any state employee from using public resources 
for personal benefit. 
 - CAL. EDUC. CODE 89005: Prohibits the use of state-owned name CSUN for the 
purpose of promoting personal or political activities and propaganda, including boycotts.
 - 50 U.S.C.App. § 2402 (5) and § 2407 (c): Make it illegal to for a state agency to 
engage in anti-Israel boycott activities.
 
AMCHA Initiative is a non-profit organization dedicated to investigating, documenting, 
educating about, and combating antisemitism at institutions of higher education in 
America.) 

The Arab-Israel 
Peace Effort: 

Insanity
By Kay Martin

I recently listened to a brilliant broadcast by Los Angeles attorney 
Bark Lurie on a subject that most of us do not give much thought 
– the Arab/Israel conflict. This was prompted by Secretary John 

Kerry’s call for talks between Israel and the Arabs. 
 This call for talks borders on the definition of “insanity.”  Once 
again, insanity was outlined as continuing to do the same thing and 
expect a different result. Kerry is attempting the same approach that 

has proven useless for decades. He didn’t introduce anything new. Was this just show by the 
administration? Does he just want optics? 
 At the end of the broadcast Lurie presented facts that included the following: 
 Of the 7,000,000 people who live in Israel, 1,400,000 are Arabs 
 In the world there are 13 million Jews and 1.5 billion Arabs 
 The 22 Arab countries in the Middle East and Africa have a land mass 640 times larger 
than Israel 
 Israel land mass is 9,000 square miles 
 Arab land mass is 5,000,000 square miles 

    *  *  *

 Lurie first promised that at the end of his presentation he would give the real reason 
for the conflict existence. He then methodically and analytically examined all the myths and 
exposed the fallacy of each. The myths included the following: 
 The first was the mythical issue of land appropriation. He outlined that land 
appropriation of Palestine was not an issue. He pointed out that the acquisition of Palestine 
was based on purchase of land. He highlighted that in the summer of 2000 at Camp David 
the leaders of Israel had offered Yasser Arafat all the Arab claims on land. Arafat rejected 
the offer and pundits concluded that he really wanted the eradication of Israel. The land had 
been purchased by the Israel people under the monitoring of the United Nations.
 Next he debunked the religious issue. He showed that this is a “one way street” issue. 
Attacks only occur against synagogues. They do not occur against mosques. There is a saying 
that if the Arabs dropped all weapons there would be peace. If Israel dropped all weapons it 
would no longer exist.

    *  *  *

 The conflict has also been blamed on differing economics. Israel is very prosperous. The 
Arab people living outside the monarchies are destitute and uneducated.  
 He continued down the list analytically revealing the flaws in all the myths. I began 
worrying that he would run out of time before revealing his reason for the conflict but he 
keeps a sharp eye on the clock. 
 He finally got to the gist of his presentation. The conflict is based on the nature of the 
combatants.
 Israel is a democracy. The Arab countries are dictatorships. 
 In the history of the world no democracy has ever attacked another democracy. They 
have, however, defended themselves against other threats and attacks whenever necessary. 
The first order of business of a democracy is prosperity. Israel is surrounded by 22 Arab 
dictatorships. 
 For a dictatorship the first order of business is power. The dictatorship maintains power 
by intimidation of the people and going to war is used to distract the attention of the people. 
They need enemies and Israel is the scapegoat. 
 Arabs point to Israel as the reason they are poor and never get ahead. 

Call 866-656-6451
Visit www.StudyForYourDiabetes.com

Local research studies are enrolling now!
Qualify and receive:

 > Compensation up to $500
 > Free study medication for diabetes 
 > Free study-related medical care from  
a local diabetes doctor

 > Free diabetes testing supplies

Space is limited!

Want options for your  

DIABETES?

Roadblocks to Mideast Peace
By Peter Berkowitz, RealClearPolitics.com

F irst, and most important, the Palestinian Authority refuses to renounce a 
supposed “right of return,” which it asserts would give some 5 million pre-
1967 Palestinian Arabs access to property and citizenship in Israel. The vast 

majority of these Palestinians are descendants of the approximately 650,000 Arabs 
who fled Israel in 1947 and 1948 (most by their own choice) before and during a 
war in which five Arab armies invaded and sought to destroy the just-declared 
Jewish state. There is no precedent in international law for such a right, and its 
exercise would destroy Israel as a Jewish state.
 Second, while PA President Mahmoud Abbas and lead Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat claim to acknowledge Israel’s right to exist, they refuse to recognize 
Israel as a Jewish state. 
 Third, Abbas categorically rejected Kerry’s recent proposal that the Israel 
Defense Forces remain in the Jordan River Valley for 10 years after a peace 
agreement goes into effect. The Netanyahu government is convinced that only 
Israel is capable of ensuring that dangerous weapons and murderous jihadists do 
not infiltrate from Jordan.
 Fourth, the PA shows no signs of desisting its incitement of hatred for Jews 
and Israel. Its schools and government-run media continue to celebrate terrorists 
who kill Israeli civilians.
 Fifth, the six-year civil war between the PA, which rules in the West Bank, and 
Hamas, which rules in the Gaza Strip, means Abbas can make no plausible claim 
to speak for almost half of all Palestinians in the territories beyond the Green 
Line.
 Sixth, even within the West Bank, the PA is dysfunctional. It lacks support 
among the public. It suffers from widespread and endemic corruption. Were the 
IDF to withdraw, the PA could fall to Hamas.
 Seventh, the uprisings that erupted in the Arab world in the winter of 2011 have 
destabilized Israel’s neighbors. As Israel’s dangerous neighborhood has become 
more dangerous, the Netanyahu government has redoubled its determination to 
secure terms, likely to be rejected by the PA, that guarantee Israel’s ability to 

defend itself.
 If Kerry manages to overcome these many obstacles, he will earn his place in 
history, along with Netanyahu and Abbas. If Kerry fails, as have his many predecessors 
in the quest for a final status agreement, perhaps America foreign policy makers will 
learn from long and bitter experience and adopt a different approach.
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DWP Secrecy Continues
Los Angeles County district attorney’s office prosecutors and criminal investigators are joining 

a City Hall effort to determine how two controversial Department of Water and Power 
nonprofits have spent more than $40 million in ratepayer money.

 An official in District Attorney Jackie Lacey’s office, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
told the Los Angeles Times that the agency is “participating in an effort to obtain the records and 
determine whether a crime has been committed.”
 It was not immediately clear if prosecutors have formally begun an investigation or sought 
grand jury subpoenas requiring production of financial records on the two nonprofits, The Times 
reported.
 But the district attorney’s involvement could help end a months-long stalemate between city 
officials, who want the records, and officials at the DWP’s largest union, who have been fighting 
to keep them private.
 City officials, including Mayor Eric Garcetti, have been trying unsuccessfully to get the 
documents since September, when The Times reported that DWP officials had only scant 
information on the nonprofits’ expenditures. The groups were created more than a decade ago to 
improve relations between labor and management after layoffs at the city-owned utility.
 The organizations - the Joint Training Institute and the Joint Safety Institute - are overseen 
by former DWP General Manager Ron Nichols and the union’s politically powerful business 
manager, Brian D’Arcy. No detailed public accounting of the group’s expenditures has been 

released since their formation.
 Limited records provided The 
Times by the DWP show that the 
nonprofits have spent about $1 
million a year on salaries for a few 
of the institutes’ top executives.

CityWatch

Time to Clip Bo$$
d’Arcy’s Wings

By Jack Humphreville

Over the last eight years, Mayor Villaraigosa, the beneficiary of $400,000 in campaign donations from IBEW Union 
Bo$$ Brian d’Arcy in 2005, and key members of the City Council (also beneficiaries of the Bo$$’s generosity) 
told the General Managers of our Department of Water and Power in no uncertain terms that any investigation 

of how over $40 million of hard earned Ratepayer money was spent by the Joint Safety and Training Institutes was 
off bounds. 
 But this scam was blown wide open on September 20 when Jack Dolan’s well-researched article appeared on the 
front page of The Los Angeles Times, essentially asking where all the Ratepayers’ money had gone. 
 After four months, the defiant Bo$$ has “stiffed” the DWP, its management, its Board of Commissioners, and 
Controller Ron Galperin by failing to provide any of the requested financial or operating information about these two 
nonprofit trusts.  The Bo$$ has even had the unmitigated gall to go to court to quash Galperin’s subpoena demanding 
information on how our money was spent.  
 But the legal battle has escalated as prosecutors and criminal investigators from the District Attorney’s office are 
now working with the City “to obtain the records and determine whether a crime has been committed.” 
 So what is Union Bo$$ d’Arcy trying to hide? 
 Are salaries to union officials for no show jobs?  Are Reimbursed Administrative Expenses of $1.2 million 
justifiable?  Is there any empirical data supporting the efficiency of these two nonprofits?  And why do these two 
nonprofits have a $12 million slush fund? 
 There is also considerable speculation whether money was spent on unauthorized activities, including those with 

RePower LA, a “coalition of environmentalists, labor unions, and economic justice activists” that is affiliated with the 
Los Angles Alliance for a New Economy. 
 *      *      *
Or was any of our money diverted directly or indirectly to political campaigns favored by the IBEW? 
 And is Union Bo$$ d’Arcy’s refusal to cooperate a bargaining chip or part of an overall strategy that is designed 
to maintain his political clout, especially with the City Council where his ability to finance political campaigns carries 
more weight than the Council’s concern for Ratepayers’ hard earned cash?  
 Whatever the game plan, the DWP should halt any future payments to the Joint Training and Safety Institutes 
and use its power to stop any future expenditures unless approved by both the Department and the IBEW.  
 The IBEW should be required to disclose all of its financial statements (including footnotes), including those of its 
affiliates, the Defense League and the Health and Welfare Trust that have never seen the light of day. 
 The IBEW should also prepare a complete list of its campaign contributions over the last ten years, including 
those of Working Californians. 
 As Rahm Emanuel said, “You never want a serious crisis to go to waste.”  
 Union Bo$$ d’Arcy’s arrogance and his unwillingness to disclose how our money is being spent is a fantastic opportunity 
for the Ratepayers to demand change in the operations and finances of our Department of Water and Power.  
 It is time for the City Council to recognize that the interests of the Ratepayers are paramount to those of Union 
Bo$$ d’Arcy and his campaign cash. 
 This is our Department of Water and Power, not an ATM machine for City Hall or the IBEW.  
 Finally, what a nice way to greet our new General Manager, Marcie Edwards.
 (Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee,  The 
Ratepayer Advocate for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council, and a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate. )
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Four Loko Beverage
Cleveland High School

Students Fight
“Blackout in a Can”

By Haeeun Blessing Jee, Valley Voice Reporter

F our Loko is a beverage containing either 6 percent or 12 percent alcohol (depending 
on state regulations), and a large shot of caffeine, equivalent to the amount of 
caffeine in a tall Starbucks coffee. This combination makes the beverage deadlier 

than most other alcoholic drinks. Drinkers get drunk and high but because the caffeine 
shields the effects of the alcohol, they are unaware of their state and drink more to feel 
that intoxication “buzz” in the end.
 Not only is Four Loko under investigation because of health concerns, but 
Cleveland students are questioning the advertisement intentions and methods used by 
Phusion Project LLC, the company that produces Four Loko. 
 “Four Loko is marketing by the graphics that they use and the proximity that they 
sell their products. [Targeting] kids of color, [Four Loko will] use graffiti style labeling 
that is attractive to the youth. These products are sold heavily in populations of folks of 
color. You won’t find these products in Beverly Hills,” said Fluke Fluker, a co-founder of 
Village Nation. “And it’s cheap and it’s attractive for our kids to drink.” 
 Senior Desirae Duncan, co-president of BSU, added her own thoughts on this 
dilemma. “If you go to a store and you see a can with something you can relate to on 
it - the graffiti - you become interested in the product. The containers make alcohol even 
more attractive to the already enquiring young adults. 
 “Four Loko is like ‘alcohol for kids,’” she said. 

*    *    *
 An anonymous Cleveland junior believes that the flavor of Four Loko is what 
really makes teens prefer this beverage over other alcoholic drinks, like beer.
 “With Four Loko, it’s like drinking a juice! And you don’t taste the alcohol. The 
aftertaste is fruity – it’s awesome!” he exclaimed. “The thing is, you don’t feel drunk. 
What happens is, out of nowhere, it’ll just hit you, you’re [expletive] up, you’re done.”
 “You can drink half a can, you’ll feel a buzz. You finish that [one can and] you 
don’t even know you’re drunk. You’re just gone,” he said. 
 Assistant Principal Shanna Sarris said the speaking out Four Loko is a good idea.
 “I think any type of movement from the students’ perspective is always the best 
thing because students listen to students more than they necessarily listen to adults 
preaching to them about something,” she said. 
 But instead of limiting the target audience to people of color, she believes that it 
should be widened to include all socio-economically impoverished people.
 Dean Rolando Young also believes that saying Four Loko specifically focuses on 
people of color would be jumping to conclusions.
 “The way [Phusion Projects] markets their product is geared towards young 
people. You have to remember that Cleveland is like a mini-city. So whatever is going 
on outside, outside our walls, it’s happening here,” Young said.

*    *    *
 Would it be safe to say that Four Loko has increased teen alcohol consumption at 
Cleveland? The previously-stated anonymous junior claims that it has.
 “Definitely. Here at Cleveland? Especially,” he said. “I have friends that drink. The 
other day, this kid was [passed out] on the bench [after drinking Four Loko].”
 “This year, we have had a few incidents where kids came to school intoxicated. 
They did make us aware that they had drunk the Four Loko. However, they have also 
been helpful in letting us know that there are a lot of stores out there that are just selling 
it to minors, without carding them,” Sarris said. 
 The Land reflects what is going on across the country, the increasing consumption 
of drinks containing both caffeine and alcohol. 
 The state of Michigan has completely banned the sale and consumption of Four 
Loko in its state. Ramapo College in New Jersey, Central Washington University in 
Ellensburg, Washington, and the University of Rhode Island have banned Four Loko 
and other similar alcoholic beverages containing caffeine. Other colleges are quickly 
following suit as they realize the disaster Four Loko is causing on campuses, including 
students requiring hospitalization.

Harvey Dunn CPA
40 Years Experience

 (818) 887-5137
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Woodland Hills, CA 91364
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Getting a Handle on DWP’s Budget 
and Transfer Fees: A No Brainer

YES ON BALLOT MEASURE J
By Jack Humphreville

A Yes Vote on Measure J is a no brainer.  It is what Corporate America has been doing for 
generations. So let’s welcome City Hall and our Department of Water and Power to the 
late Twentieth Century.

Here’s the ballot language on Measure J:  “Shall the Charter be amended to (a) 
require the Department of Water and Power for informational purposes to submit to the 
City Council by March 31 each year a preliminary budget for the ensuing fiscal year ( July 
1 through June 30), to be updated by May 31 with new information, and (b) establish 
procedures for making surplus transfers from the Power Revenue Fund to the City Reserve 
Fund?” 

Measure J, if passed, will require the DWP to submit its preliminary budget for the 
year beginning on July 1 to the City Council for informational purposes b y March 31, about 
three weeks prior to the release of City’s budget.  An update will be due on May 31.

Measure J, if passed, will also require that DWP Board of Commissioners notify the 
City Council and the Mayor of the status of the 8% Power Transfer Fee by December 31, 
and if the transfer cannot be made in full, to document why the 8% Power Transfer Fee 
cannot be made in full.

DWP and its Ratepayers are the largest single source of cash for the City’s General 
Fund.  The City Utility Tax and the not so transparent 8% Power Transfer Fee are projected 
to contribute $315 million (7.2%) and $257 million (5.9%) to the City’s General Fund, a 
total of $573 million (13.1%) of the General Fund’s revenues.

   *  *  *
 
However, there are two troubling issues with Measure J.

The first is that the ballot measure is not written in “Plain English” (as recommended 
by the Securities & Exchange Commission, Arthur Levitt, and Warren Buffett), so that 
the Ratepayers and voters are buried in legalistic, bureaucratic and charter mumbo jumbo 
which requires a special decoder ring.  It also allows our political elites to play word games 
when they want to change the rules.

The second issue is that Measure J does not reform DWP’s lax accounting policies 
that rely on the controversial standards developed by the Government Accounting 
Standards Board rather than the more rigorous standards that are applicable to publicly 
held companies like Southern California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric. 

One major difference is that DWP would be required to carry its unfunded pension 
liability on its balance sheet.  This liability would also be determined by using the market 
values of the pension plan’s assets (not the actuarial value that allows “smoothing” and 
“market value corridors”) and an Investment Rate Assumption that is more consistent with 
reality.

In DWP’s case, the advertised liability of $1.6 billion would increase to $2.6 billion 
based on market values, and that liability would increase to over $3.5 billion based on a 
lower Investment Rate Assumption. This would imply a funded ratio of less than 65%. Any 
liability would also include the liabilities associated with post retirement medical benefits.

Of course, Measure J may be an academic exercise if the 8% Power Transfer Fee is 
determined to be subject to a popular vote pursuant to Proposition 26 that was adopted on 
November 2 by the California voters.  According to the Los Angeles Times, this matter is 
being studied by the City’s lawyers.  

In the meantime, Vote Yes on Measure J.                              - City Watch

Members questioned the District’s readiness for this change with supplies, 
maintenance, etc. and were also concerned about the difficulty parents 
would have making adjustments to childcare or changing vacation plans on 
such short notice.

To get the word out to many parents who were not aware of the 
calendar change, UTLA members handed out flyers to parents in January 
urging them to call the School Board if they were opposed to the Early 
Start calendar.

UTLA and LAUSD will now establish a working group to study the 
Early Start Calendar and its impact on instruction, with an eye towards 
implementation in 2012-13. A calendar committee will meet as soon as 
possible to determine the school start date for 2011-12.

LAUSD Postpones
Early Start Calendar

(Continued from page 1)

LA Observed

Garcetti, Feuer, Galperin:
Take on DWP Union Chief

By Bill Boyarsky

It was interesting—maybe even enlightening—to hear how City Controller Ron Galperin arranged to have Mayor 
Eric Garcetti and City Atty. Mike Feuer join him in blasting the head of the big union representing Department of 
Water and Power employees.

 So it was noteworthy that the mild-mannered trio stood together to challenge the ferocious Brian D’Arcy, who 
runs the DWP’s largest employee union, Local 18 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical workers. He also 
influences big decisions at city hall with his combative personality and his union’s campaign contributions.
 The cooperation between Garcetti, Galperin and Feuer is unusual at city hall, where elected officials tend to 
guard their turf and don’t like to share glory.
 At a news conference, Galperin announced he had issued subpoenas to force D’Arcy to account for the spending 
of $40 million given by the union and the department to two nonprofit organizations created a decade ago to improve 
worker-management relations after years of turmoil.
 D’Arcy co-manages the organizations—the Joint Training Institute and the Joint Safety Institute--with Ron 
Nichols, the DWP general manager, who recently resigned. The money comes from rates paid by DWP customers. 
Despite the efforts of the Los Angeles Times and the commissioners in charge of the department, neither Nichols nor 
D’Arcy has explained how the money has been spent. Nichols has given Galperin a box of documents but D’Arcy has 
declined to cooperate.
 Just how this money is spent is one of city hall’s great mysteries.



Mismanaging Employees Jacks
up the Cost of Our City

By Samuel M. Sperling, Valley Voice Contributor

Why does City government cost so much?  In my opinion, government costs so much  because our leaders 
mismanage the City’s most expensive asset, a $4.6B workforce. To support that view, I ask the reader to consider 
the following facts:

 - The City budget for Fiscal Year 2013-14 comes to $7.7B. Of that total, $4.6B—63  percent—will go to support a 
workforce of 31,883 employees.
 - Those 31,883 employees will be assigned to work in 34 budgetary departments, all of which are known to lack 
effective performance management systems.
 - In City Service, department heads have historically mismanaged two components of human resource 
management—employee selection and performance appraisal. 
 - Employee selection is routinely mismanaged because department heads refuse to use the probationary period as 
it was designed to be used—as the working test. 
 - Performance appraisal is mismanaged because department heads don’t understand  that performance appraisals 
are supposed to appraise performance.
 City government costs too much because 3 mayors (Riordan, Hahn and Villaraigosa) corrupted the civil service 
system. They secretly stifled the Civil Service Commission,   seized the Personnel Department, and hired a weak 
department head to do their bidding.
 In effect, the illegal power-grab by Riordan, Hahn and Villaraigosa turned the City’s civil service system into 34 
separate systems. Civil service rules are routinely ignored. Standards for personnel practices were lowered; they’re no 
longer required to be job-
related, just user-friendly. 
Clearly, civil service has 
been dumbed-down, and 
now main-  taining an 
underachieving workforce 
is regarded “good enough 
for government work!”    
 Our leaders at City 
Hall need to be reminded 
that, in a democracy, 
government is “of the 
people, by the people and 
for the people.” Leaders 
are elected/appointed to do 
for the people what they 
can’t do for themselves. 
Leaders’ salaries are paid 
by the people; their benefits 
(including retirement) are 
provided by the people. In 
return for what they give  
their leaders, Angelenos 
expect City services to be 
delivered at a price they 
can afford.  
 How can the cost of 
City government be brought 
under control? Well, one 
thing must be obvious 
to all Angelenos: human 
resource mismanagement 
wastes money. It makes 
absolutely no sense to 
spend 4.6 billion dollars 
(63 percent of the annual 
budget) hiring employees 
whose fitness for the job is 
not demonstrated before 
they achieve permanent 
status, and whose actual job 
performance is typically 
not assessed afterwards.
 How can the cost 
of City government be 
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CityWatch

LA Can’t Be 
Fixed By
Tinkering

By Ron Kaye

Is it any wonder that two vibrant cities from the West 
– Denver and Seattle – reached the Super Bowl, their 
fans frenzied, while Los Angeles doesn’t even get to 

compete since the city’s leadership refused to modernize 
the historic Coliseum, chasing the Rams and Raiders out 
of town. 
 To punctuate the point, those same city leaders gifted 
the Coliseum under legally questionable circumstances 
to the region’s wealthiest private university, USC, while 
approving a scheme that nobody wanted, made no sense 
and will never happen for a football stadium right in the 
middle of downtown. 
 The football fiasco is just one of a thousand examples 
of a generation’s failure of leadership that has turned Los 
Angeles into the first big western city that looks like a lot 
of Rust Belt cities back east. 
 A city in decline, a city on the road to becoming 
the next Detroit with far more people living in poverty 
than live in the now bankrupt Motor City, a city with 40 
percent of its population living in misery without hope, a 
city with poor schools, aging infrastructure and no plan 
for revival – those are among the findings of the LA 2020 
Commission led by Mickey Kantor. 
 Release of the long-awaited report entitled “A Time 
for Truth” that was supposed to provide a road map to 
a better future was botched, dismissed by the media and 
politicians as nothing new, as in ‘everybody knows that’ 
so what are you going to do about it. 
 The mayor barely took note of it while the business, 
civic, labor and political leadership snickered, comforted 
by the knowledge that nothing of substance would 
change no matter what recommendations come out of the 
commission in 90 days. 
 Nothing surprising in that reaction, really - what 
would we expect from the generation of movers and 
shakers, influence peddlers and profiteers, rich and 
powerful insiders who bear responsibility for the state of 
the city? 

  *  *  *

 I checked in with several of the public-spirited private 
citizens and found they all agree things are broken but 
they have their own solutions, their own ways of doing 
business – the same old ways that made them so important 
and influential through these decades of decline. 
 Leadership and unity is not going to come from above 
now any more than it has during recent decades when 
the only thing that got fixed was the LAPD, reforms that 
were carried out by the U.S. Justice Department and the 
federal courts – the same way schools were integrated in 
Little Rock in the ‘50s and Alabama in the ‘60s. 
 So surely the people in the communities would rally 
around the commission’s agenda and fight for the reforms 
that would let them achieve their many and varied goals 
to make their neighborhoods safer, their schools better 
and their opportunities to earn a decent living greater. 
 But that isn’t what has happened.
 The Neighborhood Councils are silent except for 
the endless grumbling amongst themselves. The citizen 
watchdogs on the DWP are listening to utility’s managers 
more than the public. The Valley Vote secessionists 
aren’t even talking about the possibility of real reform, 
preferring to fantasize about a tunnel from Westwood to 
Van Nuys. Hollywood residents don’t care about anybody 
else’s problems, only their own war against high-rise 
development in their neighborhood. 
 Unlike Denver and Seattle, or San Francisco and 
San Diego whose teams also got into the NFL playoffs, 
LA isn’t really a city at all, just a lot of people lost in 
their own little worlds without any sense of being part of 
something greater than themselves. 
 That’s what cities are about – being New Yorkers or 
Parisians, Chicagoans and Londoners, a sense of sharing 
something more important than one’s own private 
interests. That’s what is so lacking, has always been so 
lacking in Los Angeles, a spirit of the place that made us 
all feel like we mattered and shared something with our 
neighbors near and far. 
 LA can’t be fixed by tinkering. It needs a grassroots 
revolution and a new generation of leadership that can 
offer something more than greed and advantage over 
others. 
 (Ron Kaye is a lifetime journalist, writer and political 
observer. He is the former editor of the Daily News.) 

That was fast. Wendy Greuel on Jan. 31 posted her first tweet since June 2 — to announce that her 
waiting period to think about running for the empty Henry Waxman seat is over. She’s in.

- Photo by LA Observed

(Continued on page 11)
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If you’ve ever lived in a gated community or a newer housing development, 
you’re probably familiar with the concept of a Home Owners’ Association, 
or the “H.O.A,” which requires residents to abide by certain rules and 

pay a monthly fee for maintenance and improvements to the community. 
When you move into a neighborhood that has an H.O.A., you are given 
a handbook that stipulates all the rules that govern that community. The 
Sermon on the Mount—spoken by Jesus Christ in Matthew chapters five 
through seven—is kind of like those H.O.A. guidelines. If you want to live 
in the kingdom of God, you’ll abide by Jesus’ words. Doing so will make 
dramatic improvements not only to your life, but also to the community in 
which you live.
 In Matthew 5:13, Jesus compares believers to salt and light. He says: 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot.” A meal without seasoning is bland 
and unappetizing, but when you sprinkle a little salt on the food, it instantly 
becomes flavorful. Similarly, God intends for believers to flavor the culture 
around us with Christ’s love and grace. 
 We do this by sharing the Good News of the Gospel with others. We do 
this by being the hands of feet of Jesus, taking His love to those who are in need 
and without hope. Not too much salt, though, or the meal becomes ruined. I 
believe Jesus was very intentional about the use of this analogy because He 
wants believers to infuse the culture, not overwhelm it. This means we are not 
to share His truth in an over-the-top or obnoxious manner. Instead, we ought 
to be wise about when, where, and how we interact with those who do not yet 
know Jesus as their Savior. Always with love, grace, gentleness, and respect 
(see Colossians 3:12; 1 Peter 3:15).

    *  *  *

 Jesus continues in Matthew 5:14-16 by saying, “You are the light of the 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford 
 -  Shepherd of the Hills

SALT AnD
LIGhT

By

world. A town built on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.” If you tried to walk around a room at night 
with the lights turned off, it would be quite confusing and disorienting. You’d 
probably stub your toe on a piece of furniture or trip and fall. But when you turn 
on a lamp or a light switch, the room immediately becomes better and brighter. 
Likewise, the dark world in which we live needs the light of Jesus. We believers 
are His light. Our purpose is not to be hidden but to shine for all the world to 
see.
 A Christian who does not influence the world around him or her with the 
love of Jesus and the truth of the Gospel is like salt left alone in a saltshaker 
or a lamp hidden under a bowl. That person has neglected his or her purpose. 
And when something is not being used for its intended purpose, what good is 
it? Instead, we are to abide by God’s H.O.A. rules—the guidelines He set forth 
in His Word, the Bible—and permeate our communities and the entire world 
with the light that comes from our Father in Heaven. To learn more about God’s 
awesome purpose for you, please join us for weekend services at Shepherd of the 
Hills Church. Visit www.theshepherd.org for more information about our four 
campuses serving Los Angeles County.

 Edited by Angie Merrill.

 Dudley Rutherford is the author of God Has an App for That (www.
Godhasanapp.com) and the senior pastor of the 10,000-member Shepherd of the 
Hills Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. Service times at Shepherd 
are Saturdays at 5:00 and 6:30 pm and Sundays at 8:30, 10:00, and 11:30 am. You can 
find Dudley online at www.DudleyRutherford.com or on Twitter @pastordudley.
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Relatives of 4 Slain
In Northridge Sue City
Relatives of four people killed outside a Northridge boarding home 

sued the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office and Probation 
Department, claiming the man suspected in the killings was improperly 

supervised after his release from prison and should have been behind 
bars when the shootings occurred.
 Ka Pasasouk is facing a possible death sentence for the Dec. 2, 2012, 
killings of Amanda Ghossein, 24, of Monterey Park; Jennifer Kim, 26, 
of Montebello; Robert Calabia, 34, of Los Angeles; and Teofilo Navales, 
49, of Castaic.
 In their Los Angeles Superior Court lawsuit, relatives of all four 
victims contend that the county Probation Department failed to properly 
supervise Pasasouk following his release from prison in January 2012. 
He was being overseen by the county instead of state parole officials 
under the terms of the state’s prison-realignment program as outlined 
in Assembly Bill 109.
 “The county failed to classify and identify him as a highly dangerous 
felon and subject him to ‘strict’ supervision,” according to the lawsuit.
 “Los Angeles County Probation failed to follow these mandatory 
provisions and increased the risk of injury and (danger) to decedents by 
their failure to implement the mandatory provisions.”
 The lawsuit contends that after Pasasouk failed to meet with a 
probation officer twice in early 2012, no efforts were made to locate 
him until September, when he was arrested on suspicion of drug 
possession.
 After that arrest, the District Attorney’s Office recommended that 
Pasasouk be allowed to enter a drug diversion program instead of 
being placed back behind bars - despite a lengthy history of convictions 
and a recommendation to the contrary by the Probation Department, 
according to the lawsuit.
 The District Attorney’s Office issued a statement after the killings, 
admitting that it had erred in recommending that Pasasouk be placed 
in the drug diversion program.
 Pasasouk was released from custody in late October or early 
November, according to the lawsuit.
 “Approximately one month later, when decedents in the early 
morning hours went by to pick up a friend at the boarding house, 
the drug-crazed Pasasouk accosted them with a handgun, forced them 
to their knees and began executing them for a wrongfully held belief 
that they had stolen his property,” according to the lawsuit. “The 
decedents were friends and family members who had no connection 
to the boarding house but merely picking up a friend for a birthday 
celebration in Las Vegas.” 

2014 will be a very taxing year for all hard working Angelenos.  
 In July, our Sewer Service Charge is scheduled to 
increase 6.5%, or more than $35 million. 

 Our Department of Water and Power is expected to propose a 
four year, 25%, $1 billion increase in our water and power rates to 
finance the repair and modernization of its infrastructure, several very 
expensive unfunded environmental mandates, and increased pension 
contributions.  
 Incidentally, this four year increase will also provide the City with 
an estimated $150 million in additional revenue from the 8% Transfer 
Fee/Tax and the 10% City Utility Tax.    
 The City is also considering a 30 year, $4.5 billion Street Tax 
to finance the repair of our poorly maintained streets.  This tax will 
increase our real estate taxes by up to $250 million a year, a 6% bump.  
This is in addition to the 27% extra we pay over and above our 1% 
assessment to finance voted indebtedness (primarily for schools) and 
direct assessments. 
 While the Sewer Service Charge is part of the 77%, 10 year, back 
end loaded increase in our rates that was approved by the City Council 
in 2011, the Bureau of Sanitation has never supplied us with historical 
and projected financial information despite numerous requests.  Nor 
has Sanitation benchmarked the efficiency of its sewer operations, a 
reasonable expectation for an organization with $6.8 billion of capital 
assets, $2.5 billion of debt, and over $500 million in revenue from its 
656,000 customers, of which almost 75% are single family residences.
 DWP’s $1 billion rate increase will attract a great deal of scrutiny 
from the Ratepayers, the Ratepayers’ Advocate, the City Council, 
and the mainstream press. However, before approving the four year 
rate increase, Ratepayers must have a thorough understanding of 
the Department’s efficiency, work rules, staffing levels (especially in 
Customer Service and Shared Services), and its ability to contact out 
non core functions, all of which were recommended by PA Consulting 
in 2012.  
 The Department must also provide us with a detailed analysis of 
how and where the Joint Safety and Training Institutes spent over $40 
million of Ratepayer money.  
 Given the lack of cooperation of Union Bo$$ d’Arcy in providing 
detailed information to DWP and the Controller about these two 
nonprofit organizations, we need a thorough understanding of his 
financial relationship with our elected officials.  This would include a 
complete listing of all campaign contributions over the last ten years by 
the IBEW and its affiliates, including Working Californians which was 
the “independent” expenditure committee responsible for funneling 
millions of campaign contributions to Wendy Greuel and other 

CityWatch LA

2014: Watch Out for your Wallet!
By Jack Humphreville

elected officials.   
 We are also entitled to the details involving the $1 billion of Ratepayer money that is 
hijacked every year by City Hall and its cronies, including the legality of the $250 million 8% 
Transfer Fee/Tax, the $250 million IBEW Labor Premium, and all of City Hall’s pet projects, 
including those in Silver Lake and Griffith Park and the efforts by Tom LaBonge to stick DWP 
with a multimillion dollar ticket for the City’s water fountains. 
 Before considering the $4.5 billion Street Tax, the City Council must determine if the 
Save Our Streets program addresses all of our streets and alleys over the next ten years, if 
there is truly independent and comprehensive oversight, and if a tax increase is necessary 
given that the increase in City’s revenues over the next five years will exceed the required debt 
service on the street bonds by an estimated $400 million a year.
 The only leverage we have over our unaccountable Elected Elite, their cronies, lobbyists, 
real estate developers, and the campaign funding union leadership is the power to reject any 
proposed tax increase.  For example, in March, 55% of the voters rejected Proposition A, the 
Herb Wesson led City Council’s well financed attempt to permanently increase our sales tax to 
a job killing 9½%. 
 If the City Council decides to place the $4.5 billion Street Tax on the ballot, we must 
demand an open and transparent process, with complete disclosure of all aspects of the budget 
and rate increases.  The City Council and Mayor Garcetti must also agree to place on the 
ballot a charter amendment that requires the City to LIVE WITHIN ITS MEANS.  
 Otherwise, it is SOS, the same old silliness, which will keep the City on the current 
trajectory where it saddles the next generations of Angelenos with tens of billions of unfunded 
pension liabilities, failed streets, and long term debt. 
 This is not an acceptable alternative. 
 



February, 2014 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 8
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City Employees
Receive Another

Pay Raise
forthe New Year

By Kevin Roderick

An automatic increase built into the contract for about 13,000 City Hall 
workers delivered a 5.5 percent raise on January 1, “the final piece of 
a salary agreement that became a major financial burden during the 

recent economic downturn,” writes David Zahniser in the LA Times.
 “The pay hike means a majority of workers with the Coalition of L.A. 
City Unions, which represents non-public-safety employees such as clerks, 
gardeners and mechanics, have received increases totaling 24.5% since 2007, 
according to city budget officials.”
 These are the raises approved by the City Council that became a political 
controversy during the Antonio Villaraigosa years at City Hall. They promise 
to be a bit of hot potato for Mayor Eric Garcetti, who voted for the raises when 
he was on the council and who faces a looming budget deficit.
 The raise sets the stage for a new round of salary talks between city leaders 
and the coalition, whose contract expires this summer. Those negotiations will 
pose a major test for Mayor Eric Garcetti, who campaigned as a leader who 
would show independence from special interests and City Hall unions.
 The coalition — made up of six separate unions — backed Garcetti’s 
opponent, former City Controller Wendy Greuel, in last year’s mayoral 
election.
 In April, as he unveiled his final budget plan, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
called on the coalition to give up the 5.5% raise, saying such a move would save 
the city $108 million during the current fiscal year. Coalition leaders refused 
to budge on the Jan. 1 pay increase, saying money for the raise was available 
in a special fund in Villaraigosa’s budget. City Council members, including 
Garcetti, soon acknowledged that city leaders had no leverage to force such 
a concession, because the raise was part of a binding agreement backed by 
Villaraigosa and elected officials.
 “The city is legally obligated to honor previously negotiated contracts,” 
Garcetti spokesman Yusef Robb said this week. “Mayor Garcetti will negotiate 
new contracts that save money and bring reform.”

CityWatch

Largest Corporations 
Paying Less in Taxes

By Emily Schwartz Greco and William A. Collins

D oes getting tipsy make it easier for you to bear President Barack Obama ‘s State of 
the Union addresses? 
 “I’m asking Democrats and Republicans to simplify the system,” Obama said 

in his 2011 address that sums up his longstanding proposals. “Get rid of the loopholes. 
Level the playing field. And use the savings to lower the corporate tax rate for the first 
time in 25 years.” 
Really? 
 Officially, the corporate tax rate is 35 percent. But our government is leaving many 
corporations off the hook. Take General Electric. It paid less than 2 percent of its $80 
billion in U.S. pretax profits in federal income taxes between 2002 and 2011, Citizens for 
Tax Justice found. 
 So many big companies follow GE’s lead that the effective corporate tax rate 
for profitable outfits — what they pay in reality —amounts to only 13 percent, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) found. 
 There are some $2 trillion in untaxed corporate U.S. profits for GE, Apple, and 
other corporate giants docked offshore. Pending legislation to address this problem 
would boost federal revenue by $220 billion over the next decade. 
 To curb and avoid their taxation, big businesses hire phalanxes of accountants, 
lawyers, and lobbyists to oversee the writing of federal and state revenue laws. That’s 
why these laws end up being more loophole than statute. 
 Ever wondered why we’ve got a $17 trillion debt? Historically low taxes on 
corporations and the super-rich aren’t generating sufficient income. Overall, tax revenue 
hit a 60-year low as a percentage of GDP during the Great Recession and even after 
recovering a little in 2013, they were well below the post-World War II norm. 
 In 1950, corporate taxes comprised more than 20 percent of total government 
revenue. Starting in the early 1980s — thanks to the Reagan revolution — that share 
sank to between 6 and 15 percent. As a percentage of GDP, corporate taxes fell from 
about 5 percent in the 1950s to around 2 percent today. 
 Every year, the government adjusts its cap on the income that’s subject to the 
payroll tax that funds Social Security. This year, it rose to $117,000. No matter how many 
millions the super-rich pocket in the year, none of that haul is subjected to this tax. While 
most people have Social Security withholding taken out of their paychecks all year long, 
900 hyper-wealthy Americans finished paying this tax on January 2, the Los Angeles 
Times reports. 
 Cheers.
 
 (Emily Schwartz Greco is the managing editor of OtherWords, a non-profit national 
editorial service run by the Institute for Policy Studies. OtherWords columnist William A. 
Collins is a former state representative and a former mayor of Norwalk, Connecticut. This 
column was provided CityWatch by OtherWords.org) 

Eden Cemetery 
Lawsuit

E den Memorial Park Cemetery, where such celebrities as Groucho Marx 
and Lenny Bruce are buried, is alleged to have made mass disturbances 
of graves at a Jewish cemetery in Mission Hills.

 “Plaintiffs ... have alleged that Eden is a hellhole,” the defense attorneys 
state in their court papers.
 The 67-acre cemetery opened in 1954 and its assets were acquired in 1995 
by SCI California Funeral Services Inc., co-defendants in the lawsuit with 
Service International Corp.
 The class period extends from February 1985, when SCI actually assumed 
management of the cemetery, until the filing of the lawsuit in September 2009. 
The class members were induced to choose Eden Memorial Park instead of 
other burial grounds they would have selected had they known about the 
alleged misconduct there, according to the plaintiffs’ attorneys court papers.
 The lawsuit alleges that SCI and its employees purposely desecrated 
hundreds of Jewish graves and improperly disposed of human remains and 
bones in mass graves located in areas of Eden Memorial Park.
 Attorneys for the plaintiffs have estimated damages at more than $500 
million.
 The lawsuit alleges that groundskeepers were repeatedly instructed 
by cemetery management to secretly break outer burial containers with a 
backhoe and remove, dump and/or discard the human remains - including 
human skulls - in so-called “spoils piles” in order to make room for new 
burials.
 New graves were then placed over the areas where the discarded remains 
were placed, the suit alleges. All of the actions were done to increase profits, 
according to the lawsuit.
 Defense attorneys deny any wrongdoing on the part of the SCI companies. 
SCI attorney Steven Gurnee said the cemetery was damaged in the 1994 
Northridge earthquake and that the materials the plaintiffs’ attorneys claims 
are human remains are actually concrete and other debris, some of it from a 
nearby freeway.
 Stories about lawsuit were presented on CNN and on the CBS program 
“60 Minutes.”
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From the Left

The White House
and Campus Rape

By Susan Estrich

The White House announced that it was launching a new federal task force to address 
sexual assault on college campuses. “I’ve got your back,” the president said to the 
millions of American women (the White House report put the number at 1 in 5) who 

are forced to have sex without their consent (the definition of rape) during their lifetimes. 
The president said that an “inspiring wave of student-led activism” had led to his decision, 
and said the task force would come back with recommendations in 90 days.
 The activism has included complaints filed by women against a number of universities, 
including USC, where I have taught rape law for the last two decades.
 “With one report, one public statement and the power of his office, President Obama 
just changed the course of sexual violence on campus,” Professor Caroline Heldman of 
Occidental College, which, with her help, has been the target of complaints, proclaimed.
 Not so fast.
 Of course I’m delighted that the president is paying attention to a problem I’ve been 
focused on for 30 years, since I first announced to a criminal law classroom at Harvard 
(as a professor no older than my students) that I was a rape victim, and that I was going to 
teach rape — which, at the time, was not considered “interesting” or “important” enough 
to merit such attention.
 Today, everybody considers it interesting and important. It’s what to do about it that 
has proven so difficult.
 Colleges are under attack for discouraging young women from coming forward 
to report campus rapes. I suppose the same could be said of me, although my motives 
are certainly not to protect the reputation of the college or the good name of the alleged 
perpetrator. When students come to see me and tell me their stories, as they’ve done in 
quite large numbers for the last 30 years, I am careful to walk a line between being fully 
supportive and painfully honest. Do I encourage them to report? Not necessarily. I leave it 
to them. I tell them the truth. I tell them the obstacles they will face: not the kind of knee-
jerk sexism I faced in the back seat of a Boston police car in the 1970s, but the cold realities 
of what it takes to prove rape when the man is a classmate, someone you knew, someone 
you were voluntarily “partying” with or dancing and drinking with before things went 
way too far. Especially drinking.

    *  *  *
 No witnesses? There are never witnesses. Injuries? I certainly hope not. Did you go 
right to the police? Almost never. DNA evidence? The president’s report has a long section 
about the scandal of rape kits that are never tested — it is a scandal — but it’s also entirely 
irrelevant to most campus rape cases, where the women know exactly who the man was, 
and no one denies that there was intercourse. The question is: How do you prove non-
consent?
 For a long time, I thought that one important answer to the difficulties of proving 
non-consent beyond a reasonable doubt — the standard for the deprivation of liberty — 
was for colleges and universities, which police everything from plagiarism to parties, to 
take on the issue of sexual assault. Sure, we’re talking about suspensions and expulsions, 
not prison terms, but that should make it somewhat easier to prove, lower the standard of 
proof.
 But many colleges and universities who listened to me, and the many other advocates 
seeking such solutions, ran into trouble. After all, imagine it was your son who was being 
charged — even if “only” in a college disciplinary proceeding — with rape. Imagine what 
that would do to his future. Who wants to hire a rapist? Or admit him into graduate 
school? So parents, understandably, lawyered up, demanded procedural protections, even 
sued the universities or, worse still (I’ll never forget this panicked phone call from a female 
student), sued the complainant for defamation.
 “We’ve got to keep teaching young men in particular to show women the respect they 
deserve and to recognize sexual violence and be outraged by it, and to do their part to stop 
it from happening in the first place,” the president said.
 For sure. Educate. Most young men want to have sex, not commit rape. “Don’t say 
no, say rape,” I’ve been telling students for years. No might mean yes to some, but “rape” 
is a powerful word that means your life could be ruined.

From the Right

Obama’s Pen Versus
the Constitution

By Phyllis Schlafly

President Barack Obama has now revealed that he unilaterally plans to use executive 
orders to “bypass” Congress. His shocking words were: “We are not just going to be 
waiting for legislation ... I’ve got a pen and I’ve got a phone. And I can use that pen to 

sign executive orders and take executive actions and administrative actions that move the 
ball forward.”
 I hope every American actually sees Obama speak those words on a TV or computer 
screen. His dictatorial attitude, layered with arrogance and condescension, should be 
repudiated by a self-governing people.
 Obama claims to have taught constitutional law but he doesn’t seem to be familiar 
with the Constitution’s words. Lost in his shuffle are “all legislative powers” are vested in 
Congress, and the president “shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.”
 For decades, the liberals have tried to take total control of public school curricula so 
they can mold the minds of our youngsters into activists for left-wing causes. Obama’s “pen” 
can now achieve this goal.
 Back in 1951, the National Education Association published “The American Citizens 
Handbook,” which proclaimed, “It is important that people who are to live and work 
together shall have a common mind — a like heritage of purpose, religious ideals, love of 
country, beauty, and wisdom to guide and inspire them.” That goal was fortified by selections 
for memorization, including Old and New Testament passages, the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord’s Prayer, golden rule, Boy Scout oath and patriotic songs.
 Schoolchildren were no longer taught to read by phonics but were subjected to what 
was called “whole language,” which taught them to guess text from pictures and memorize 
one-syllable words. This entire sorry story was told in Rudolf Flesch’s landmark book “Why 
Johnny Can’t Read.”
 In the famous and widely quoted 1992 “Dear Hillary” letter to the then-incoming first 
lady, education guru Marc Tucker called on the government “to remold the entire American 
(school) system” into “a seamless web that literally extends from cradle to grave and is the 
same system for everyone.” Then came a series of fads marketed as improving test scores but 
actually continued the dumbing-down process.
 William Blackstone’s summary of English law in 1765 included the right of parents to 
direct the care and upbringing of their own children because parents were assumed to act 
in their kids’ best interest. Unfortunately, American law was shuffled around by our lawyers 
in the 1970s, and the “best interest of the child” was taken away from parents and given to 
judges.
 Family court judges now exercise discretion (aka personal bias) to make thousands of 
decisions about children instead of their parents, including where they live and with which 
parent for how many hours a week, how family money is spent and by whom, and even 
where kids may go to school and church.
 Don’t look to the regular courts for a remedy. The United States Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit ruled against parents, and in the 2005, a version of its opinion ruled that 
parents’ rights do “not extend beyond the threshold of the school door” and that public 
schools have the right to provide students with “whatever information it wishes to provide, 
sexual or otherwise.”
 Obama’s pen is now forcing schools to use Common Core standards, and parents are 
up in arms nationwide about what they see as defective methods, bad choices of readings, 
obnoxious federal control through required tests and the computerizing of very private 
information on all students.
 Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author of 20 books.              

- Creators.com

 Unless you’re too drunk to say it, or hear it.
 Some girls are victimized by “ruffies” — drugs put in the punch that knock them out. 
But even more are victimized by plain old-fashioned alcohol. Campuses are dangerous 
places for sexual assault because of the out-of-control drinking that you find on every 
campus in America. If the president’s task force wants to deal with the problem of campus 
rape, then they should start with the problem of campus drinking.
      - Creators.com



Bunco Night
 The public is invited to play with The Chatsworth 
FUN-raisers at SanSai Japanese Grill on February 19th 
at 6:15 pm. $10 donation. Food & drinks available for 
purchase. Dinner is at 6:15, followed by Bunco at 7:15. 
Door prizes. Reserve your seats: 818-882-6437. Pay at the 
door. 9243 Winnetka Ave. in Chatsworth. Free parking.

Youth Preparedness Council
 Councilman Mitch Englander’s office would like 
to remind you that the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) is seeking applicants for its Youth Preparedness 
Council. The Youth Preparedness Council is a unique 
opportunity for youth leaders to serve on a highly 
distinguished national council and participate in the 
Youth Preparedness Council Summit. Any individual 
between the ages of 12 and 17 who is engaged in individual 
and community preparedness or who has experienced a 
disaster that has motivated him or her to make a positive 
difference in his or her community, may apply to serve 
on the Youth Preparedness Council. All applications 
and supporting materials must be received no later than 
February 24, 11:59 p.m. EST in order to be eligible. New 
Youth Preparedness Council members will be announced 
in May 2014. For more information about the Youth 
Preparedness Council and to access the application 
materials, please visit http://www.ready.gov/youth-
preparedness-council.

Classic Car Show
 A Southern California tradition continues with 
the Classic Chevys of Southern California Club’s 
announcement that their 32nd annual Classic Car 
Show will take place Sunday May 4, 2014 from 7:30am-
3:00pm.  Held at the Rancho San Antonio Boys Town in 
Chatsworth, California as part of a Boys Town community 
open house event, proceeds from the car show and its 
various raffles benefit the Boys Town organization. 
For more information and/or for those wanting to pre-
register their classic cars and participate in the upcoming 
car show, an official registration form can be obtained at 
www.YesterdaysChevrolet.com.

Sierra Canyon Student
A 10U Baseball Star

 Tommy, age 8 (yes 8), of Chatsworth made the USA 
10U Baseball team. His USA team will be competing in 
the Latin American Baseball Classic 2014. The Latin 
American Baseball Classic is one of Latin America’s 
biggest baseball tournaments. 5000+ players try out for 
the 9-18U USA-LABC teams annually at 22 national 
tryout events held all across the United States.
 Tommy is a hard worker both on and off the baseball 
field. Tommy is an A student and plays baseball all year 
around. Tommy works on two hours of homework a day 
from a highly academic school, Sierra Canyon School in 
Chatsworth. 
 We are asking for your support in getting him 
to the Dominican Republic this summer.  Any funds 
raised will go to cover fees for travel and extra baggage 
to take donated goods to the players in the Dominican. 
Contact: Denise Goodin at 818-455-9668 or email 
tommyteamusatolabc@yahoo.com. Visit www.gofundme.
com/LABC2014forTommy.
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LOCAL  Events
Shepherd Sports

 Shepherd Youth Basketball Clinic began Saturday, 
February 1st for five consecutive Saturdays. This popular 
Clinic offers coed youth, ages 5 to 14, a chance to learn new 
skills, sharpen their techniques and make any basketball 
player more confident. For more information please visit 
our website at www.ShepherSports.org. 
 Shepherd Sports Youth Basketball Academy starts 
March 4th and runs for 12 weeks. Our Basketball training 
Academy is designed for players ready for the next level. 
All coed players, ages 5-16, are invited to join us in the 
Shepherd Gym for an intense basketball training session. 
This Academy runs in conjunction with our Basketball 
Club Team System. Please visit our web-site for details on 
times, dates and weekly training regiments. Come Train 
With Us! www.ShepherdSports.org.
 Shepherd Youth Soccer Clinic begins on Saturday, 
March 22, for five Saturdays in a row. This Clinic is set 
to teach the fundamentals of soccer and build on player 
skills in shooting techniques, passing, foot control, game 
tactics, rules and conditioning. This is for coed players, 
ages 5- 13. To sign up, please visit our website at www.
ShepherdSports.org.

Free Reusable Plastic Bags
 As of January 1, the Plastic Bag Ban went into effect 
throughout the City of Los Angeles. Councilmember 
Mitchell Englander in conjunction with the Los Angeles 
Department of Sanitation is giving away reusable bags 
at the Community Service Center. Single-use carryout 
plastic bags are no longer available at large supermarkets 
and pharmacies. Paper bags are available for 10 cents 
each. To avoid this fee, shoppers are encouraged to bring 
and use their reusable bags when making trips to the 
grocery store. For more information on the Bring Your 
Own Bag campaign, visit the websitewww.lacitybag.
com or call L.A. Sanitation at 1-800-773-2489. Come get 
your free reusable bag today!

Bags of Hope Luggage
 Savinar Luggage Company will be hosting the 
drop off location for members of the community to 
bring new and gently used luggage to be given to foster 
youth throughout Los Angeles now through Wednesday, 
February 19 from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.
 Foster children face many struggles and when they move 
from home to home, many of them are given a garbage 
bag for their belongings. Savinar Luggage Co is located 
at 6931 Topanga Canyon Blvd in Canoga Park. When 
you bring a bag, you will receive a discount towards 
the purchase of a new piece of luggage at the owner’s 
discretion. For more information, please call Mark Stern 
at (818) 703-1313.

Type 2 Diabetes Prevention
 Preventing Diabetes for L.I.F.E. (Lifestyle 
Intervention For Everyone). LA Valley College: 16 Core 
Sessions + 6 Post Core Sessions (TBA); Tuesday, February 
4, 2014-Tuesday, May 27, 2014 (no class on 4/1/14); Time: 
7-8 PM; Fee: $37.00 (includes all materials). Register on 
line at http://lavalley.augusoft.net. Register by phone at 
818-947-2577 x4172.This course, presented in partnership 
with the Valley Jewish Community Center is designed to 
disseminate a lifestyle change program with people at 
high risk for Type 2 Diabetes. 

Battle of the Badges Blood Drive
 Join the thousands of badge-carrying heroes across 
the Western United States going head-head this winter 
to help the American Red Cross save lives on Thursday, 
February 6, 7:00 am – 1:15 pm at LAFD Fire Station 87, 
10124 Balboa Blvd in Granada Hills. All presenting donors 
will receive a Battle of the Badges commemorative t-shirt, 
Galaxy ticket offer to Heroes Night, Mimi’s FREE dessert 
coupon, a special Clipper ticket offer and Admission for 
two (2) at the Laugh Factory. In addition, breakfast will 
be provided to the donors by the LAFD firefighters of fire 
station 87. For more info please visit www.redcrossblood.
org/battle-of-the-badges.     

“Afternoon with Barbara Stanwyck”
 On Saturday, February 8, the Friends of Oakridge 
Estate Park will host a book signing event, “An Afternoon 
with Barbara Stanwyck and Victoria Wilson.”  Ms. 
Wilson’s recently released book is titled “A Life of Barbara 
Stanwyck Steel-True, 1907-1940.” This outdoor event 
takes place at the Oakridge Estate Park on Devonshire 
near Reseda in Northridge from 1pm to 4pm.  There 
is an off-sight parking area with shuttle service to the 
house.  Docents will provide information about the home 
built by Barbara Stanwyck in 1937 along with photos, 
displays and light refreshments.  Tickets are $30 each. 
Reservations are required and may be made at http://
www.theoakridgeestate.org/ (click Event button) or call 
818/739-0292.  Space is limited so register soon.

Operations Blankets of Love
 Operation Blankets of Love is a non profit looking for 
volunteers who are interested in helping save the lives of 

homeless animals. We collect recycled and new blankets, 
pet beds, towels, treats, toys, carriers and other comfort/
care items for shelters and hundreds of rescue groups, 
serving 12,000+ animals annually. Volunteer Day will 
be on Sunday, February 9, from 11:30 am -1:00 pm at 
West Valley Shelter, 20655 Plummer St. in Chatsworth. 
For more information please call Eileen Smulson at 818-
402-6586 or emaileileenobol@aol.com.

San Manuel Casino Trip
 Valley Jewish Community Center will be running 
a trip to the San Manuel Casino. It will be held on 
February 9. We will be leaving at 10 am and returning 
at 6 pm. Snacks, refreshments and games; fun, 
winning, great food and more winning at the casino; 
more food and relaxation on our way home. Cost is 
$25.00 (Casino will reimburse you $10.00 upon our 
arrival). Please contact Susan a susan@soakool.com, 
or send your checks to VJCC, 18017 Chatsworth St. 
#217, Granada Hills, 91344, or call 818-360-2211 or 
go to valleyjcc.org for more information. Limited 
seating. 

Pre-Valentine’s Day Concert
 The Congregational Church of Chatsworth invites 
you to a Pre-Valentine’s Day Concert and Silent 
Auction. The tickets are $10 per person (tax deductible) 
and all proceeds from the event will go to Fish of the 
West Valley Food Pantry and Church outreach. The 
event will be held on February 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. The Church is located near the southeast corner 
of Lassen St. and Mason Ave. at 20440 Lassen Street 
in Chatsworth. For tickets or additional information 
please call (818) 349-2550. 

Chatsworth FUN-raisers
 The public is invited to a fundraiser benefiting the 
“ASPCA” at Straw Hat Pizza on February 12th at 6:15 
pm. The Chatsworth FUN-raisers get together monthly 
to raise money for various charities. $20 donation buys 
12 games. No daubers needed. Cash prizes & door 
prizes. Food & drinks available for purchase. Dinner is 
at 6:15, followed by Bingo at 7:15. Reserve your seats: 
818-882-6437. Pay at the door. 21515 Devonshire St. in 
Chatsworth. Free parking.

Foster Care Meeting
 Every child deserves to have a safe, loving and 
permanent family. There are also 114,000 children 
currently in foster care who are unable to return to 
their families of origin. Children’s Bureau is seeking 
caring families to consider adopting these children. 
The agency is holding a monthly information 
meeting for those interested in learning more on 
Saturday, February 15th from 10:00 a.m. - Noon at 
the Children’s Bureau House, 11815 Riverside Drive, 
North Hollywood. Qualifying families receive training, 
certification and financial reimbursement for the 
children. 24-hour support is also provided to aid in the 
care of their foster and adoptive children. For more 
information, call (213) 342-0168, toll free (800) 730-
3933 or visit the website www.all4kids.org. 

Online Dating and Cyber Bullying
 Learn to be safe on the internet. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation will be holding a free 
community event focusing on the dangers of the 
internet and how to keep safe when using internet 
dating services, purchasing items online, and overall 
internet safety on Wednesday, February 19 from 3:00 
pm – 4:00 pm at New Horizons Sam’s Café, 15725 
Parthenia St in North Hills. For more information, 
please contact Patricia Davidovich at (818) 891-9025.

DEADLINE FOR NON-PROFITS
Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by 
the 20th, for the following month. Send word document to 
yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com. No phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator

Holy Smoke!
LA Gets a “C”

Despite improved efforts by a smattering of cities, efforts to reduce tobacco use have 
essentially ground to a halt in most cities in Los Angeles County, according to a report 
released by the American Lung Association.

 The “State of Tobacco Control 2014” report called on cities across the state to renew their 
commitment to reducing tobacco use through policies restricting sales, providing smoke-free 
housing and limiting exposure to second-hand smoke.
 The report assigned letter grades to cities across the state. In Los Angeles County, eight 
cities received an overall A grade - Baldwin Park, Calabasas, Compton, Glendale, Huntington 
Park, Pasadena, Santa Monica and South Pasadena.
 Los Angeles received an overall C grade, earning five out of a possible 12 points.
 Nearly four dozen cities in the county earned F grades, with many of them earning zero 
points out of a possible 12. The points are assigned by a review of various tobacco-control 
policies, ranging from smoking restrictions at restaurants and public areas to smoke-free 
housing and restrictions on tobacco sales near schools and parks.
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Visit www.chaschool.org to Learn More  
or Call 818-998-4037 to Schedule a Tour

Chatsworth Hills
Academy

Helping Children Learn, 
Grow, and Discover for 35 Years

Preschool–8th Grade
21523 Rinaldi St., 

Chatsworth

Sierra Canyon School’s 
Emily Eisner 

To Be Honored
Emily Eisner, a ninth grade student at Sierra Canyon School, has been 

selected as an ABC7 “Cool Kid.” This segment honors deserving youths 
who demonstrate extraordinary work in their community. Emily will be 

recognized for her work with the non-profit organization Play It Forward, which 
she founded in 2012.
 Play It Forward is a youth led organization that engages students in exercise and 
athletics by providing sports equipment to underprivileged youth. In other words, 
it is an organization for kids; run by kids. Using her own money to kick start her 
organization, Emily was able to make Play It Forward a 501(c)(3) in early 2013.
 The launch of Play It Forward came in the form of a walk relay held at Emily’s 
educational home, Sierra Canyon School. With a population ranging from Early 
Kindergarten through 12th grade, Sierra Canyon was the perfect stage for Play It 
Forward to highlight the importance of staying active to students of all ages. The 
unique aspect of this event was the campaign to collect new/gently used sporting 
equipment for the School’s sister school, Haddon Avenue Elementary School in 
Pacoima. Rather than a fee based registration, Play It Forward set a precedent of 
kids helping kids to stay active as the center of its mission. 
 To learn more about Play It Forward, to donate to the cause, or to 
have your school apply for the program, please visit the website at www.
wecanplayitforward.org.

Social Security and You

Everybody Is Cheating 
the System But Me

Q: My Social Security check is being docked this year because I worked and made 
too much money last year. I am a hardworking guy trying to make ends meet 
and live within the rules. So I guess I can accept the reduction in my benefits. 

But what really gets my goat is all the Social Security money the government is 
sending to folks who don’t deserve it. I’m primarily talking about people who never 
worked a day in their lives who are cheating the system living off the good graces 
of hardworking people like me. Why doesn’t someone do something about these 
injustices?

A: If my email inbox is any indication, you are echoing a commonly held belief. 
It goes something like this: “I deserve my Social Security check. But a whole 
lot of other folks sure don’t deserve theirs!” Maybe that’s just human nature? 

Maybe it’s greed? Maybe it’s a reflection of people’s mistrust of government? But 
whatever it is, it’s wrong!
 There isn’t a single person getting a Social Security retirement or disability 
check that hasn’t worked and paid taxes to earn that check. Or who isn’t the spouse 
or child of someone who has. I understand your bitterness at being overpaid benefits 
due to the complicated earnings penalty rules I’ve written about many times in this 
column. I think it would be fair to gripe about the complexity of those rules. (I sure 
do.) But I don’t think it’s fair that you bash other Social Security recipients. They 
all “deserve” their Social Security benefits as much as you “deserve” yours.
 (I know many folks think the Social Security disability program is rife with 
fraud. It’s really not, but it’s a common perception. As I’ve written many times 
in this column, if you know people that you believe are cheating the system, turn 
them in. Go to www.socialsecurity.gov and click on “Report fraud” under the 
“Contact Us” link.)

    *  *  *

Q: I come from a long line of folks who work hard and live an honest life. I’m 72 
years old and get $1,850 per month from Social Security. I know I should be 
getting more, but what can I do about it? That’s why it really ticks me off when 

I see all these deadbeats getting SSI benefits. Some of these folks are getting $2,000 
per month or more and almost all of them have never worked a day in their lives. 
What is fair about that?

A: Your email echoes two other familiar complaints I here all the time. The first 
is that you are being paid the wrong amount. The second is a misunderstanding 
of the Supplemental Security Income program.

 As I’ve written before, in my 40 plus years of working for or writing about Social 
Security, I probably have heard 10,000 people complain that their Social Security 
benefit payment is wrong. And guess what? All of those people were convinced they 
were being paid less than they were due. Not surprisingly, in four decades, not a 
single person has ever come up to me and said, ‘You know, I think I’m getting too 
much money from Social Security!”
 So I have to wonder again: Is it human nature? Is it greed? Is it a reflection 
of people’s mistrust of government? And once again I must point out: It’s almost 
always wrong. So I’m pretty sure that $1,850 Social Security check you are getting 
is the right amount. But assuming you did nothing 10 years ago when your benefits 
started, and assuming you’ve been stewing about this for a decade now, you might 
want to sit down with someone at your local Social Security office who can go over 
the computation with you.
 Now on to your uninformed complaints about the SSI program. SSI stands for 
Supplemental Security Income. It is a federal welfare program funded out of general 
revenues, NOT out of Social Security taxes. So SSI is not a Social Security benefit. It 
just happens to be managed by the Social Security Administration.
 SSI pays a very low monthly benefit, usually less than about $750 per month. I 
can assure you there is no one on SSI getting anywhere near the $2,000 per month 
rate you cited in your email.

 If you have a Social Security question, Tom Margenau has the answer. Contact 
him at thomas.margenau@comcast.net. 

     - Creators.com

controlled? At this point, I ask the reader to review the facts cited above. As I see 
it, government costs too much because elected and appointed officials cling to 
personnel practices that effective organizations have long since abandoned. To 
raise productivity and reduce costs in City departments, managers must invite 
employees to help manage their own jobs. It’s no more complicated than that.
 If the cost of City government concerns you, why not share that concern with 
Mayor  Garcetti? He can be reached by phone, (213) 978-0600, and E-mail, mayor@
lacity.org.  

Mismanaging Employees 
Jacks up the Cost of Our City
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PRESIDENT'S DAY

On purchases with your 
Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
credit card made between 
01/28/2014 to 02/24/2014. 
Equal monthly payments 
required for 60 months. 

10%

OFF‡

60
MONTHS
NO INTEREST*

NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

PLUS!

On purchases with your 
Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
credit card made between 
01/28/2014 to 02/24/2014. 
Equal monthly payments 
required for 48 months. 

15%

OFF‡

48
MONTHS
NO INTEREST*

NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

PLUS!

On purchases with your 
Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
credit card made between 
01/28/2014 to 02/24/2014. 
Equal monthly payments 
required for 36 months. 

20%

OFF‡

36
MONTHS
NO INTEREST*

NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

PLUS!

On purchases with your 
Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
credit card made between 
01/28/2014 to 02/24/2014. 
Equal monthly payments 
required for 24 months. 

25%

OFF‡

24
MONTHS
NO INTEREST*

NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

PLUS!

HURRY IN! SALE 

ENDS MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 24 AT 

9PM!

#1 in California, 
#1 in America, 
18 Locations to 

Serve You!

SALE
“FURNISH YOUR HOME & FEED FROM YOUR HEART”
Donate $25 and receive a $50 Ashley Furniture HomeStore Gift Card.
Donate $50 and receive a $100 Ashley Furniture HomeStore Gift Card.  
NOW THRU FEBRUARY 28!
During the entire month of February, participating Ashley Furniture HomeStores  
will be taking part in an effort to help end hunger in our communities.
Limit one gift card per household.

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, 
warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and 
financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not 
represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, 
and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else.  No deposit is required for 
financed purchases. HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2014 Ashley HomeStores,Ltd. Promotional Start Date: January 28, 2014. Expires: February 24, 2014.

* Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number 
of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase 
was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit 
card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment if the purchase is made with your Ashley HomeStore credit card.

*UP TO 60 MONTHS NO INTEREST On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made between 01/28/2014 and 02/24/2014. Equal Monthly Payments required for either 60, 48, 36 or 24 months.

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 18 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
OPENING SPRING 2014!

BROADWAY
South of the 10, Exit 
Convention Center

1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015

BURBANK
East of the 5  

Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St

Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

COLTON
Next to our Factory

855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324

909-433-5303 
 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY 
Just East of 405 Fwy 

18060 Euclid St 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,  

Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250

310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  

the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd

Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long  

Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd

Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

MONTCLAIR
Located South  

of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln

Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard Shopping Center

1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036

805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall

39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551

661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza

34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211

760-202-3052

SANTA CLARITA
In the previous  

Wickes Furniture building
26520 Carl Boyer Dr

Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall

12703 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392

760-261-5386

WEST COVINA
Located in the  

Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050

West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91

22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm “Se Habla Español”www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com
#1 Name In Furniture
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