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NORTHRIDGE DERMATOLOGY - See a board 
certified dermatologist at Northridge Dermatology 
Associates for your medical, cosmetic and surgical 
dermatology needs. See Page 5.

HOME SWEET HOME - Escape the local gas at-
tack in comfort - a new level of living. See page 6.

REMEDY HOME HEALTH CARE - Quality care 
in the comfort of your home. See page 10.

EZ STORAGE - Special service to North Valley 
residents. See page 14.

RELOCATE NOW - They will get it done! 
See page 14.

FORCED TO MOVE BECAUSE OF THE LEAK? 
Senior Living! Short stays! See page 15.

Relocation, Relocation, Relocation

Doctor Doesn’t Know 
Who or What to 

Believe, Advises Take 
Care of Yourself!

Special to the Valley Voice

As of today, I think we would all agree that we’ve been 
inundated with a large volume of information from 
numerous sources.  To be honest, I’m not sure what is 

believable.  I recently attended a meeting spearheaded by 
politicians and quite frankly was disappointed.  It seemed 
to me as if the meeting was a platform for reelection. In my 
opinion, priorities are misaligned. One would think, the health 
of the victims should be our leaders’ first concern.  Property 
values, lost wages, and other financial issues are important, 
but should not take a backseat to the communities health.

A recent Los Angeles Daily News article quoted Dr. 
Stephen Rappaport, a UC Berkeley professor who has 
studied benzene for 20 years as saying, “While the chance 
of developing cancer from this concentration of benzene is 
about one-in-a-million, studies have shown that exposure 
of eight hours a day, up to seven days a week, may result 
in decreasing blood cell counts or other early markers of 
benzene toxicity.” He then went on to say, “There’s no 
immediate threat to their health, but I wouldn’t want it to 
happen to my daughter.”

There are many difficulties with statements such as 
this. The speculation about developing cancer from this 
concentration of benzene lacks a lot of information. Do we 
really even know the concentration of benzene? The public 
has recently been notified that the benzene level has now 
been determined to be higher than originally thought.  So 
how can we make a blatant statement of having a one out of 
a million chance of being affected. 

Exposure for eight hours a day, up to seven days a 
week, for how long?  There is the unknown of the time of 
exposure.  What is immediate  defined as?  And what about 
long-term risks?  If there’s no threat to health, why would 
you not want your daughter exposed? I think that every 
resident/patient should be treated like his daughter, so the 
statements like these are ambiguous at best.

 *  *  *
There is a plethora of scientific data which shows 

benzene to be a known carcinogen. It has been directly linked 
to bone marrow mutations, which is the site of production 
of three cell lines: the red blood cell, the white blood cell, 
and platelets.  When the bone marrow is not functioning 
properly it can lead to medical problems such as anemia, 
leukemias, and aplastic anemia. It also has been shown to 
destroy the liver. Benzene, through special analysis, can be 
measured in the body.

A very important scientific principal stated in the last 
article is worth repeating.  That is, the gas concentration 
or dose is the same for all individuals including pets.

Toll Bros. on
Gas Leak

Our first concern is caring for our Porter Ranch 
customers, employees and neighbors. This is a difficult 
and trying situation for all involved.  As a significant 

property owner in the impacted area, and with many of 
our employees both working and living here, we personally 
share the concerns of the community.   We are in frequent 
contact with government offices and community groups to 
ensure that we stay on top of the situation and can best be 
of assistance. 

We are working with our customers to ensure their 
satisfaction as they continue to visit our sales centers and 
buy our homes. Porter Ranch is a wonderful community 
that we are proud to be a part of.  We look forward to the 
resolution of this matter, the return of the residents and the 
full recovery of the area.  We are committed to continuing 
operations and building our spectacular parks, trails and 
new home neighborhoods.

- Frank Su, Toll Brothers Division
Vice President and Porter Ranch Resident/Parent

Follow Your Own Doctor
N early four months after natural gas began leaking 

in Porter Ranch, local physicians say they have not 
received formal guidelines from the Los Angeles 

County Department of Health, according the Daily News. 
The lack of information has created uncertainty, said 
Dr. Peter Richman, president of the Los Angeles County 
Medical Association and a general surgeon with Facey 
Medical Group in Mission Hills.

Despite almost all local physicians fear of long-term 
health problems, the County has taken a totally different 
view, not concerned with long-term health problems, while 
some university experts also say there is no immediate threat. 
Dr. Richman, however, believes doctors need updates every 
day, to know what contaminants exist, at what levels they are 
are being reported, and what those levels mean.

And another “County” has been heard from, this time 
Dr. Cyrus Rangan, director the county Bureau of Toxicology 
& Environmental Assessment, who has said that benzene 
levels are within normal Southern California conditions and 
that officials don’t expect long-term effects. That counters 
many others who claim benzene alone is dangerous, and can 
remain in the atmosphere for two years. In any event Dr. 
Rangan said the health department has no plans to conduct 
any long-term health studies.

Porter Ranch Home 
Prices Flat, as

Sales Drop 58%
By Eric Nam,

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
For the Valley Voice

I still have no crystal ball.  And still this gas leak in Aliso 
Canyon goes on.  One thing I do sense is a steady, perhaps 
slow, return of overall confidence in fellow stakeholders 

and a shifting focus towards the future of rebuilding and rei-
magining our beloved community.  Of course there is still a 
looming sense of fear and uncertainty about our health, our 
children’s education, the future of the gas storage facility, and 
property values.  And of course the likelihood of a decrease in 
that, our property value, is strong.  But right now, that confi-
dence I’m sensing is reflected in the housing market.  Let’s let 
the numbers speak:
 -  As of this writing there are 72 Active listings at an average 
asking price per square foot (“ppsf”) of $318, with a median 
asking price of $826,500, and an average 76 days on market 
(“DOM”)
 -  As of this writing there are 38 listings in escrow at an 
average asking ppsf of $303, with a median asking price of 
$698,000.
 -  In the month of January 2016 there were 6 closed sales at 
an average ppsf of $320, with a median sold price of $630,000, 
and an average 76 DOM.
 For a little perspective…
 -  In the month of January 2015, last year, there were 19 
closed sales at an average ppsf of $313, with a median sold 
price of $575,000, and an average 75 DOM. 
 So in a year-over-year comparison for the month of January 
we see the following statistics:
 -  A 2.5% increase in average sold price per square foot.
 -  A 58% decrease in the total number of homes sold.
 -  A 9.6% increase in median sold price.
 -  A one day decrease in average days on market.
 What do these new snapshots tell us?  There is still no 
alarming news.  Average price per square foot of homes sold 
has gone up.  Sellers are listing their homes at fair or above 
market value.  Granted there is a significant decrease in the 
number of homes sold, it is wholly expected that in this time 
of crisis there will be much less real estate activity on both 
sides of the deal, selling and buying.  A big factor is the recent 
decision by many lenders to hold off approving loans for any 

Just back from
inhaling the gas at

aliso canyon, we have 
the socal gas spokesman, 

chuckles the clown



PORTER RANCH
19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 91326 • (818) 403-2400

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Tanya Collins, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

Jong Charles Lee, M.D.
Internal Medicine &
Pediatric Medicine

Keeping your child happy and healthy can be challenging when cold and 
flu season comes around. It’s hard to see your child not feeling well. So 
when home remedies or over-the-counter medications aren’t enough, 
look to Facey Medical Group. Our pediatricians have been helping kids 
and their families bounce back from seasonal bugs for over 90 years.

We’re here when your child needs personal attention to help them
feel better. It’s how we care.

Learn more about choosing 
a Facey Medical Group doctor 
by calling us toll-free at:

1-844-MY-FACEY

Flu season is here.
Choose Facey when 
your family needs care.

Facey Medical Group doesn’t sell health insurance but choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health plans. 
Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit our website at facey.com/insurance or call 1-844-MY-FACEY.

W W W. FACE Y.CO M                     1-844-MY-FACEY                       @FACEYMEDICAL

Nivruthi Vangala, M.D.
Pediatrics

Meet the newest member
of our care team!
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ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no 
recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. 

2016

THERE IS NO EXCUSE

The clock keeps ticking, and the damage
keeps growing. It’s time to get justice.

2015

91,000 METRIC TONS OF METHANE ESCAPED

30,000 PEOPLE AFFECTED

6,000 HOUSEHOLDS FORCED TO RELOCATE

1,880 SCHOOL KIDS DISPLACED

100 DAYS OF CONTINUOUS LEAKING

 www.PorterRanchLawsuit.com
(855) 300-4459



California Regulators:
“Too Tight” With Utilities?

Special Valley Voice Report

NEWS FLASH – President Obama has signed into law a pipeline safety bill that gained momentum after a string 
of high profile incidents.

THE DATE? January 5, 2012. YES, four years ago! But who is complying, and which regulators are 
performing their required responsibilities?

The bill, which passed Congress with rare bipartisan support, authorizes more pipeline inspectors and requires 
automatic shut-off valves on new or REPLACED pipelines.

It does not include a National Transportation Board recommendation to require shut-off valves on existing 
pipelines in heavily populated areas, thanks to lobbyists and the utility companies.

The bill also requires pipeline operators to confirm, through records or testing, the maximum safe operating 
pressure of older, previously untested pipelines in populated areas.

Despite that both Democratic U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, introduced the bill, neither 
had intervened on behalf of Porter Ranch until Jan. 29.

The Strengthening Pipeline Safety and Enforcement Act was drafted in response to the Sept. 2010 natural gas 
explosion up north in San Bruno, which killed eight people and destroyed 38 homes.
      *  *  *

The legislation was intended to:
Require deployment of electronic or remote-control valves capable of automatically shutting off the gas in any 1. 
emergency.
Mandates the use of inspec-2. 
tion devices called “smart 
pigs” or an inspection meth-
od certified by the Secretary 
of Transportation as equally 
effective at finding corrosion.
Pipeline operators must es-3. 
tablish a complete record of 
pipeline components in order 
to verify the “maximum al-
lowable operating pressure,” 
based on the weakest section 
of the pipeline. Pipelines with 
incomplete records must be 
pressure tested or replaced, 
and must operate at reduced 
pressure until testing is com-
pleted. This provision was 
recommended by the NTSB 
after it discovered serious 
problems with Pacific Gas 
and Electric’s record keep-
ing during the investigation 
of the San Bruno explosion.
Prohibits natural gas pipe-4. 
lines from operating at high 
pressure if they cannot be in-
spected using the most effec-
tive inspection technology.
Prioritizes OLD pipelines in 5. 
SEISMIC AREAS for the 
highest level of safety over-
sight.
Directs Department of Trans-6. 
portation to set standards for 
natural gas leak detection 
equipment and methods. 

Pacific Gas and Electric was 
found negligent in quality controls of 
its installed pipes, and the investigation 
also found the CALIFORNIA PUBLIC 
UTLITIES COMMISSION (CPUC), 
failed to detect problems with how 
PG&E managed its inspections.

Investigations found little 
transparency among the parties, as 
most conversations were held behind 
closed doors between the utility’s 
executives, and employees of the 
CPUC.

Adding insult to injury, costs 
involved were passed on to the 
ratepayers.
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Regulators

“Birds of a Feather Flock 
Together”

As the gas blowout at Aliso Canyon Storage Facility operated by SoCalGas continues to 
spew noxious methane, the South Coast Air Quality Management District Hearing 
Board has issued a decision that fails to adequately protect residents of the surrounding 

communities. After three weeks of hearings and deliberation, AQMD issued a Stipulated Order 
for Abatement, but residents and local elected officials say the order, which does not require 
the permanent closure of the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility, falls short of what’s necessary to 
protect public health. The order also appears to contradict Governor Jerry Brown’s Executive 
Order to protect public safety.
 Gov. Brown’s order, issued January 6, requires state agencies to protect public safety 
and stop the leak by finding alternate supplies for natural gas and electricity; it also requires 
SoCalGas to maximize daily withdrawals of gas and to abide by a moratorium on gas injections 
in the Aliso Canyon Storage Facility.
 The AQMD Hearing Board engaged in a lengthy debate over whether a letter in which the 
executive director of the California Public Utilities Commission ordered SoCalGas to keep 15 billion 

cubic feet of natural gas in reserve at the facility undermined 
AQMD’s authority to shut down Aliso Canyon by requiring a 
complete draw-down of the storage facility.
 “This move by the California Public Utilities Commission 
doesn’t protect the health and safety of residents of Porter 
Ranch and neighboring communities. It protects SoCalGas’ 
assets and it appears to violate Gov. Brown’s order to withdraw 
the maximum amount of gas from the field,” said Alexandra 
Nagy, Southern California Organizer with Food & Water 
Watch. “SoCalGas has been unwilling to protect residents 
because to drain its facility would harm its bottom line. Absent 
consistent leadership from Gov. Brown, SoCalGas and the 
CPUC are working together to keep as much gas in reserve as 
possible, threatening residents with further exposure to toxic 
emissions. Gov. Brown needs to clarify his order and demand 
the drainage and permanent shutdown of the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility.”
 The AQMD Hearing Board passed the Stipulated Order 
for Abatement instead of using its full authority to require 
SoCalGas to cease and desist operations at the Aliso Canyon 
Storage Facility by requiring the field to drawn down to the 
maximum extent possible.
 “This is an ongoing disappointment and no one is managing 
this crisis situation. Without strong leadership from Governor 
Brown, state agencies are passing the buck and letting SoCalGas 
continue to pollute the air and poison our communities,” said 
Matt Pakucko, President of Save Porter Ranch after a decision 
was reached. “Governor Brown needs to step in immediately 
to require the continued withdrawal of gas from Aliso Canyon 
until the field reaches equilibrium and is shut down.”
 Governor Brown’s Executive Order also calls for a 
moratorium on gas injection at the Aliso Canyon Storage 
Facility “until a comprehensive review, utilizing independent 
experts, of the safety of the storage wells and the air quality of 
the surrounding community is completed.” This process has 
not been initiated, and residents are calling on Brown to make 
the moratorium on gas injections permanent.
 “SQAMD’s failure to put Californians’ livelihoods first is 
shameful, and Governor Brown should intervene swiftly,” said 
Michael Brune, Executive Director of the Sierra Club. “There 
should be no other choice but to shut down the dangerous 
Aliso Canyon facility and look to close every urban oil and 
gas facility throughout California and our country, to ensure 
the health of our communities and our climate is never again 
sacrificed for corporate polluter profits.”
 Thousands of residents have been displaced and sickened 
by the fumes, which contain carcinogens including benzene 
and toluene, and the disaster has emitted methane at a rate of 
50,000 kilograms per hour, which is equivalent to 25 percent of 
the state’s total emissions of this heat-trapping gas.
 More than 35,000 people have signed a petition circulated 
by Food & Water Watch calling for the shutdown of the Aliso 
Canyon Storage Facility.

also seized a computer, and other items, from the home of 
former VP Cherry. The e-mails released by PG&E, most sent 
to Cherry, shows a utility commission, CPUC, willing to cut 
deals with the company in return for rulings in rate cases that 
would result in customers paying more, critics say. 
 PG&E dismissed four executives involved in the email 
exchange, including Cherry. The company has admitted that it 
“May have violated CPUC rules prohibiting certain ex-parte
 communications.” They are in process of probing 65,000 emails. 
 It was no surprise, when an independent study found “The 
standard practice of allowing private talks between CPUC 
officials and the companies they regulate systematically favors 
the interests of utilities and well-funded parties.”
 Another report states “The problem is not the rules, it is 
that rules are not followed, and the lack of an ethical culture.”
 Okay now, this script needs an ending: 
 Exactly one year ago, amid all the accusations of being too 
cozy with the power companies he regulated, former CPUC 
president Peevey was the guest of honor at a dinner in San 
Francisco. An invitation said the dinner was to honor Peevey 
for a “lifetime of service to the people of California.” He stepped 
down, not seeking re-appointment, in 2014.
 According to the Sacramento Bee, the dinner’s sponsors 
included the CPUC’s new president Michael Picker, and 
KATHLEEN BROWN, former state treasurer, and Gov. 
BROWN’S SISTER!  She sits on the SoCal Gas parent 
company, Sempra!
 CPUC: “Watchdog or Lap Dog?

-  The End  -

CPUC: Watchdog,
or Lap Dog?
Special Valley Voice Report

R emember seeing the brief declaration before or after a movie, “Based on 
a True Story?” We don’t believe any studio, certainly the public, would 
believe the following tale, as it unfolds even today.

 Title: CPUC: Watchdog or Lap Dog?
 Characters:  Gov. Jerry Brown
 Michael Peevey, former President, California Public Utilities Commission
 Carol Brown, former chief of staff to Peevey
 Mike Florio, PUC Commissioner
 Pacific Gas and Electric vice president Brian Cherry
 Southern California Edison vice president Peter Pickett
 San Diego Gas & Electric
 Ray Lutz, founder of Citizens Oversight
 Mindy Spatt, Utility Reform Network 
 Plot: Has the PUC been too cozy with the California utilities over the last five 
years? What charges have been made against the PUC and its members? Why 
over the last 12 months has state attorney general Kamala Harris’ office been 
considering criminal charges against Michael Peevy?
 Was he involved in back-room dealings concerning a settlement over the 
shutdown of the San Onofre nuclear facility? Did Peevey and Pickett “conspire 
to obstruct justice” by knowingly engaging in ex part communications (illegal 
private communications) to arrange a deal that helped Edison with the nuclear 
facility? (State law prohibits such private, secret communications (misdemeanor), 
but a felony to conspire to do so. 
 Did anyone from the CPUC help PG&E get a friendly judge in the disastrous 
San Bruno pipeline explosion?
    *  *  *
 The CPUC decided that 70% of the cost of closing the facility would be paid 
by ratepayers. Edison also admitted that Peevy encouraged the utility to pay $25 
million to UCLA for greenhouse emission research. Odd?
 When Lutz requested CPUC to hold a rehearing on the San Onofre settlement, 
in light of illegal communications, CPUC did not respond in the required 120 days 
period.
 Spatt told the San Francisco Chronicle that during Peevey’s regime 
“Corruption flourished during Peevey’s regime. Lutz also added “So the fact that 
the judicial branch is continuing to work on this gives one hope that despite the 
fact that both the executive branch and legislative branches are all corrupted, the 
judicial branch may pull through.”
 In addition to the state criminal investigation, a separate federal review of 
CPUC is also underway.
 Florio, a lawyer, says he did not know that helping a company get a friendly 
judge was wrong.
 Brown resigned in September 2014 after it was learned she helped the utility 
make sure it had a friendly administrative law judge.
 As to Peevey, CPUC former chairman, state investigators seized computers 
and other items from his home. Peevey had company, as did the home of an ousted 
Pacific Gas executive, at the heart of the judge-shopping controversy. The state 
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Ask about  
Restylane® Lyft today

© 2015 Galderma Laboratories, L.P. 
All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
MP-RES-00053c     07/15

Important Safety Information 

Indications: Restylane® Lyft with Lidocaine is indicated for implantation  
into the deep dermis to superficial subcutis for the correction of moderate 
to severe facial folds and wrinkles, such as nasolabial folds, and for 
subcutaneous to supraperiosteal implantation for cheek augmentation  
and correction of age-related midface contour deficiencies in patients  
over the age of 21.  

Restylane Lyft with Lidocaine should not be used by people with severe 
allergies, particularly to microorganisms known as gram-positive bacteria,  
or by people with serious allergies to drugs that have previously required  
in-hospital treatment. This product should not be used by people with 
bleeding disorders and should not be injected anywhere except just under 
the skin. Restylane Lyft with Lidocaine should not be used in people with  
a known allergy to lidocaine.

The most common adverse events after initial treatment include bruising, 
redness, swelling, pain, headache, tenderness, and itching. Use at the site of 
skin sores, pimples, rashes, hives, cysts, or infection should be postponed until 
healing is complete. In these instances, product use could delay healing or 
make skin problems worse. 

This product should not be injected into the blood vessels as it may cause 
vascular occlusion, infarction, or embolic phenomena.  

Restylane Lyft with Lidocaine is available only through a licensed practitioner.  
Complete Instructions for Use are available at www.RestylaneLyft.com.

Please see Important Safety Information for Restylane Lyft below.
Actual Restylane Lyft patient.
Individual results may vary.

An UpLyfting
Experience

Regular price for Restylane Lyft is $500 per 1 mL syringe. Advertised prices
are for Restylane Lyft only and do not include fees for additional services.

Not valid with any other offer.Present this ad to redeem offer. While
supplies last. Offer void where prohibited by law, taxed, or restricted. Void
outside the United States.

Receive $50 OFF your Restylane Lyft
treatment. Call for details.

Skin & Beauty Center

Northridge Derm Associates
9535 Reseda Blvd. Suite 304
Northridge, CA 91324
DermLA.com
818-886-3884
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Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack 
Experienced Trial Attorneys 

Meetings: Friday, February 5th at 6pm - 8pm
Monday, February 22nd at 6pm - 8pm 

At Orange Grove Bistro

Advertisement Advertisement Advertisement

Office: 310-552-3800 • Toll-Free: 855-ELL-WINS • www.ELLLAW.com 
10100 Santa Monica Blvd. • 12th Floor • Los Angeles, CA • 90067

Gary A. Praglin, Esq Daniel G. Whalen, Esq Paul A. Traina Esq

Engstrom, Lipscomb and Lack has a
history of  success in suing for
chemical injuries. EL&L handled
the case against PG&E that led to
the movie Erin Brockovich. EL&L 
is representing injured victims in
the fight against SoCalGas for the
Porter Ranch gas leak.

Call Us Today

310-552-3800
Or Email An Attorney 

DWhalen@ELLLAW.com
GPraglin@ELLLAW.com
PTraina@ELLLAW.com

February 5th & 22nd at 6pm - 8pm
Orange Grove Bistro

18111 Nordhoff Street
Northridge, CA 91330-8271

EL&L is hosting a meeting to address:
Effects on the Contents in Your Home

Diminishing Home Values
Real Estate Disclosures

Relocation
The Inconvenience

What To Do With Your Home

Personalized attorney services for families and businesses
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Nordho� Street



We offer a unique, seven-year learning 
experience through a rigorous academic 
curriculum and diverse offerings of extra-and 
co-curricular activities. We prepare students for 
success in college and beyond while fostering in 
them deep moral values and a commitment to 
service that is grounded in the Catholic faith.

Middle School

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818.363.8127

High School

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304
818.347.8300

 

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR

chaminade.org  
A WCEA/WASC accredited school.
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(Continued from page 1)

At Porter Ranch Quality Care, we 
understand that illnesses and injuries 
require prompt diagnoses and treatments. 
As an urgent care office designed to treat 
walk-in patients and work-related injuries, 
we provide an alternative to the long wait 
times and high costs you’ll find in the 

hospital and emergency room.

Open Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Porter Ranch Quality Care provides: 
• Treatment from both doctors and 

physician assistants

• On-site X-ray and laboratory

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

REDEFINE

Strength

“Fox in Charge of Chicken Coup”

Attorney: SoCal Gas 
Deliberately Deceptive

on Air Quality
By Beth Cone Kramer

Attorney Patricia K. Oliver alleges that SoCalGas is “deliberately advancing a deceptive 
AQMD order that would immunize the gas company from liability for its massive 
negligence at Aliso Canyon, which is sickening thousands of Porter Ranch residents” in 

a letter she sent to the South Coast Air Quality Management District last month. 
 In a formal written objection to the adoption of the order agreed upon by SoCalGas attorneys, 
Oliver claims the stipulated order constitutes “a deprivation of rights and results in a denial of 
due process” to Porter Ranch residents. She also alleges that the gas company is withholding 
information regarding the extent of environmental damage. 
 The attorney points out that the experts charged with assessing the situation are paid for 
by SoCalGas. Instead of using air testing, the inspectors have been basing findings on infrared 
detection, which determined that any leaks were “minor” and have been repaired. 
 The impact on the health of residents and potential loss of property has led many residents 
to join in suits against the gas company, including Oliver’s clients.
 In her letter, the attorney addresses that compliance with the proposed order must not 
immunize the gas company from liability or as defense to civil litigation, including the residents’ 
right to due process regarding taking of property. 
    *  *  *
 Other issues addressed by the attorney include whether the gas company will continue injections 
and the extent of the gas leak. The gas company claims it cannot determine the volume of gas lost 
into the atmosphere. The attorney is asking for different methods to determine the impact and for 
transparency, as well as for an outside party to handle inspections and related issues instead of self-
policing, especially in the areas of gas leaks and health studies. In its efforts to protect itself, the gas 
company, claims the attorney, has refused to disclose consumer complaints. 
 The SCAQMD Hearing Board ordered SoCalGas to enact a comprehensive program to cut 

air pollution and odors resulting from the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak. The order does require the 
gas company to permanently shut down the well causing the leak, to enhance monitoring of 
air quality in the nearby community, and to complete a health study on the potential effects of 
well emissions to Porter Ranch residents, as well as to institute a comprehensive leak detection 
program.
 In 2010, the gas company proposed spending close to $900,000 to replace five percent 
of its leaking valves per year in a program that would take twenty years. Despite a 
ratepayer increase and annual profits of almost $100 million, SoCalGas appears to have 
been slow in its fix of the valves. In addition, the company allegedly removed and failed to 
replace a safety valve on the leaking well. A suit alleges SoCalGas and its parent company 
“negligently failed to construct, operate, and maintain” the storage facility. 
 Just last month, L.A. City Attorney Mike Feuer forced the gas company to back away 
from a plan to relocate residents to motels and hotels instead of rental houses that are 
harder to find and more costly for the short-term. 
 Relying on SoCalGas to monitor the gas leak, to assess the situation, and to fund any 
research on the impact is like leaving the fox in charge of the chicken coop.

(Beth Cone Kramer is a Los Angeles-based writer and CityWatch contributor.)

The adult will certainly handle this better than the child, and the child will handle this certainly 
better than the pet, based on body mass.  Since it is very clear that we do not know the long-
term effects of these exposures, I highly recommend removing yourself, family, and pets from the 
exposed area.

As previously stated, if you are symptomatic, I highly recommend evaluation by your 
physician.  He or she should be able to address your complaints by ordering specific testing and 
recommending appropriate treatment.  Short-term and long-term follow up is imperative!

If you are asymptomatic or have no symptoms, I would highly recommend you receive 

Doctor Doesn’t Know Who or What to Believe, Advises Take Care of Yourself!
a baseline evaluation, this includes having your medical history documented a physical 
exam, chest x-ray, pulmonary function testing, and basic lab work as a baseline. Again 
follow up is imperative.

You are the only person who knows how you feel so do not hesitate to contact your 
physician. 

-  J. Nordella M.D.
Medical Director

Porter Ranch Quality Care 
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Do not gamble with your family’s health or financial well-being in the wake of this catastrophic incident. You are
urged to call the law firm of Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. today to discuss your legal options. 

Weitz & Luxenberg has represented thousands of victims of environmental and toxic torts for nearly three
decades – with aggregate verdicts and settlements exceeding $17 Billion – and is prepared and committed to
see this important litigation to its just conclusion.

To learn more and to start Weitz & Luxenberg working on your behalf, contact us in either of two ways:

By phone: Call 1-877-413-1955
By Internet, visit: www.PorterRanchGas.com (and complete the online form).

1880 CENTURY PARK EAST  |  SUITE 700  |  LOS ANGELES, CA 90067

877-413-1955
www.PorterRanchGas.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no 
recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.  Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. is a registered Law Corporation with the California State Bar, cert.#18529

WEITZ      LUXENBERG

Attention: 
An Environmental Disaster The Magnitude Of

The So Cal Gas Leak
Demands Your Retaining A Law Firm With The Experience And Capabilities Of

Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C.
(Coupled With The Renowned Activist ERIN BROCKOVICH)

To Secure Just Compensation For Your Injuries And Loss Of Property Value

Weitz & Luxenberg and Erin Brockovich have been sought out 
by the local and national media for comments on the So Cal Gas Leak

“Brockovich, who is working on behalf of the law firm Weitz & Luxenberg which filed 
a lawsuit on behalf of residents, said monetary compensation won’t be enough.”

Los Angeles Daily News • 12/19/15

“Why didn’t they immediately securethousands of homes and get relocation experts 
into the community and get those schools moved out of Porter Ranch?”

KABC Radio • 12/19/15 (Quoting W&L’s Robin Greenwald)

“This community should not have to wait any longer to receive the justice and fair treatment it deserves.”
MSNBC • 12/19/15 (Op-ed from Erin Brockovich)

“I’ve never seen anything like this in the 25 years I’ve been doing this, Brockovich said.”
BuzzFeed • 12/18/15

PorterRanch2_color_ValleyVoice.qxp_W&L  1/26/16  10:35 PM  Page 1
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M any people are familiar with the Ten Commandments, but did you know there 
are actually 613 laws in the Old Testament of the Bible? Most of us cannot even 
name seven of the Ten Commandments, let alone summarize the mitzvot—the 613 

commandments found in the Torah concerning worship, rituals, sacrifices, judgments, 
lawsuits, dietary laws, business, how we treat others, and more. 

The good news is that Jesus, God’s one and only Son, came to fulfill the law (Matthew 
5:17). The law served an important purpose: it pointed out right from wrong and revealed 
our sin. But where there was law, there is now grace and freedom in Christ. Where there 
was separation between God and man because of sin, Jesus broke down the dividing wall 
and is “the way, the truth, and life” (John 14:6). What’s more, the Holy Spirit equips the 
believer to obey what Christ has instructed.

Galatians 5:18 says, “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.” 
And Romans 6:14 says, “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, 
but under grace.” This means that Christians are not obligated to keep the Old Testament 
law in order to be saved from God’s righteous judgment, so they don’t go to Hell. We are 
promised everlasting life through our belief in Christ Jesus.

This is grace, the free and unmerited favor of God. But how quickly do we attempt to 
return to legalism? We do this by thinking our salvation is a matter of how many good deeds 
we accomplish. We quarrel about baptism, what kind of worship music is truly honoring to 
the Lord, or which commands are the most important.

Jesus settled this matter once and for all in Mark 12:28-31 when a teacher of the law 
asked Him a question during a debate. He asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the 
most important?” Jesus answered, “The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The 

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  
Shepherd of the Hills

Love God. Love People
By

Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.”

By quoting the Shema, the central prayer to the Jewish people found in Deuteronomy 
6:4-5, Jesus is saying that all the laws boil down to these two commands: Love God and love 
people.

   *  *  *
Every year at Shepherd Church, we have a special theme that guides the sermons, 

events, and everything we do. Our 2016 is “Love God. Love People.” Sounds simple enough, 
right? But these four words, while easy to remember, can be difficult to accomplish. We have 
trouble loving people in our own family who get on our nerves. Or people who look different 
than we do. Or people who seem downright unlovable. 

But this year at Shepherd as we explore this theme, we are going draw closer to the heart 
of God than ever before. We are going to learn what it means to love the Lord with our entire 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. We are also going to learn how to love not just our neighbors, 
but also our enemies as Jesus boldly instructed us to do in Matthew 5:43-48.

Won’t you join us? Our service times are Saturdays at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm and 
Sundays at 8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am. 

Dudley Rutherford is the author of the book, Walls Fall Down, and the senior pastor 
of the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You can 
connect with Dudley online at www.LiftUpJesus.com or on Twitter @pastordudley, Facebook, 
or Instagram.

Our Services Include
Skilled Nursing

Wound Care and Dressing Changes
Injections

Catheter Care
Ostomy Care

Intravenous  Fluid/Medication
Management

Diabetes Management
Vital Signs Monitoring

Tel: (818) 900-0788 
Fax: (888) 446-0880 

remedyhomehealthcare@gmail.com 
9836 White Oak Ave., Suite 209 

Northridge, CA 91325 

Licensed by the State of California. Certi�ed by the Center for 
Medicare& Medicaid Services. Accredited by The Joint Commission 

What are the bene�ts of Home Health Care? 
Care is provided in the privacy and comfort 
of your home. 
All services are coordinated with your 
physician(s).
24 hour access to a skilled nurse. 
Home care may prevent hospitalization/re-
hospitalization. 
Short recovery time. 

Who can refer you to Healthy Way HHC? 
Your doctor, family and friends. 
You can refer yourself.
Insurance companies, nursing homes, 
hospitals and rehab units may also refer you.

What will Insurance cover? 
Your insurance may provide complete or 
partial payment. 
The Home Care team will explain your 
coverage and will bill your insurance directly. 

What types of conditions would Indicate a 
need for Home Health Care? 
New Surgical Procedure 
New or change in your medical diagnosis 
New or changed medication 
New or changed caregiver 
New medical equipment 
Di�culty walking, transferring, or performing 
regular daily activities. 

We accept: 
•Medicare • Private Pay • Private Insurance 

O�ce Hours 
Monday -Friday 

9:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

buyers attempting to purchase a property in the 91326 zip code.  This due to the governor’s 
proclamation of a state of emergency in our area.  Lenders are saying, however, that once the 
proclamation is lifted they intend to push the loan applications through as per usual.  
 We need to remember that assessing home values is more of an art form rather than pure 
science.  There are so many varying factors to consider and a plethora of moving parts.  Fluctuating 
interest rates, employment rates, seasonality.  And then of course location, shopping, safety, 
schools, community, neighbors, all of which Porter Ranch tops the lists on in Los Angeles.  
 Let’s aim to maintain perspective.  Let’s aim to stay informed and armed with knowledge 
when seeking consultation.  Let’s aim to use wisdom and discretion when vetting legal 
representation.  And let’s aim to seek out local real estate professionals with untarnished 
interest in the betterment of Porter Ranch when real estate information is needed.  This is our 
community, these are our homes, and it will be our future to make and protect.

Porter Ranch Home Prices
Flat, as Sales Drop 58%

Gas Leak Harm Pets
A nimal owners in Porter Ranch and the nearby communities of Chatsworth and Granada 

Hills are seeing unexplained ailments and behaviors in their pets, including nosebleeds 
in horses, and many wonder if the methane and odorants escaping from the leak in Aliso 

Canyon may be to blame.
 As she visited her American quarter horse at stables just east of Porter Ranch, Debra Zavatto came 
across a frightening sight: blood coming out of the animal’s nose, the Los Angeles Times reported this 
morning. In the 13 years she’s cared for Scarlett, Zavatto had never seen anything like that.
 “People were saying, ‘Oh, this stuff is giving nosebleeds,’” she said of the natural gas leak 
that has sickened residents of Porter Ranch. “I thought, ‘Oh my God, I wonder if my horse 
got a nosebleed from the gas,’” she related to The Times.
 The experience is not unique. In Porter Ranch and the nearby communities of Chatsworth 
and Granada Hills, animal owners are seeing unexplained ailments and behaviors in their pets, 
according to The Times. Many are questioning if the gas leak is the cause.
 Of the households that have relocated out of Porter Ranch, 40 percent have pets, primarily cats 
and dogs, gas company spokeswoman Anne Silva told The Times. The gas company is not keeping 
data on how many customers say their pets have fallen ill or died as a result of the gas leak.
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To the AQMD: 
We write on behalf of thousands of Porter Ranch residents and Save Porter 

Ranch to issue a formal written objection to the adoption of the order agreed upon by 
the attorneys representing Southern California Gas Co. (SoCal Gas). The stipulated order 
constitutes a deprivation of rights and results in a denial of due process to all families in 
and around Porter Ranch. Equally important, SoCal Gas is withholding fundamental 
information regarding the extent of environmental damage.  This letter describes some of the 
more significant problems.

-  Inaccessible Wells Operated by SoCal Gas
SoCal Gas and AQMD admit that AQMD’s “Inspectors observed approximately 16 

wells that were not accessible.” (Findings ¶ 15, p.4:22-23.) SoCal Gas and AQMD have not 
provided any photos or evidence of what is happening with those 16, or more, wells.  Public 
disclosure as to why these wells are not accessible is key. It appears that SoCal Gas has lost 
control of the entire oilfield, a possibility that must be fully disclosed to the public through 
evidence. It is possible that there are surface expressions and release of petroleum products 
from multiple wells.

-  Infrared Detection of “Leaking” Wells Operated by SoCal Gas
SoCal Gas and AQMD admit that AQMD’s “Inspectors observed 15 wells through the 

infrared camera that indicted leaking valves, fittings, and/or flanges.” (Findings ¶ 15, p.4:23-
24.) The proposed findings suggest the camera observations show “minor leaks . . . below 
levels that would constitute a violation of current District rules.” (Id. at 4:25-26.) The findings 
further state that the leaks were repaired. There is no factual basis to support those statements.  
Indeed, infrared cameras do not generally detect the actual amount of chemicals and gases. 
Those amounts are generally obtained through air testing equipment – not cameras. This 
evidence must be subject to public scrutiny and disclosed before adoption of any order.

-  SoCal Gas is Paying for “Experts” to Determine Cause of Well Failure
The CPUC and DOGGR purportedly required SoCal Gas to pay for a third party 

investigation of the leak. (Findings ¶ 16, p. 5:4-5.) SoCal’s hired gun will not suffice to protect 
the public. The findings by these agencies and any investigation paid for by SoCal Gas should 
not be binding on AQMD without public input from residents of Porter Ranch. This finding 
should be removed.

-  Compliance with the Proposed Order Must Not 
Immunize SoCal Gas from Liability

SoCal Gas plans to use the order as a defense to civil 
litigation. Specifically, the Order states that it is being 
adopted to “further compliance [by SoCal Gas] with 
SCAQMD rules and regulations.” (Findings ¶ 21, p.5:22.). 
The proposed Order also states that AQMD “believes that 
such conditions will mitigate the conditions contributing to 
the alleged nuisance and further compliance with SCAQMD 
rules and regulations.”  (Findings ¶ 21, p.5:22.).

The statements suggesting compliance with the law 
are too broad. It is imperative that AQMD not adopt 
any findings that suggest that SoCal Gas is immune 
from liability. Paragraphs 21and 22 in the Findings and 
paragraph 20 in the Order should clearly state that nothing 
in this proceeding is meant to be binding on the residents 
of Porter Ranch who suffered as a result of the massive 
well failure at the SoCal Gas facility. These paragraphs 
should further remove all references that suggest SoCal 
Gas will be determined to have complied with the rules and 
regulations if it abides by this order.

-  The Proposed Order Constitutes an
Unconstitutional Taking
The Proposed Findings further states: “The issuance 

of an Order for Abatement upon a fully noticed hearing 
would not constitute a taking of property without due 
process of law.” (Findings ¶ 24, p. 6:5-6.). Numerous 
residents have filed claims for a taking of their property, 
and this language should be stricken from the Proposed 
Findings and Order. To the extent this paragraph applies 
only to SoCal Gas, it should be revised to state that this 
applies only to SoCal Gas.

Indeed, the procedural problems with that statement 
are readily apparent when viewed in light of AQMD’s 
proposals in this very Order that purport to address the 
medical and health issues without input from Porter Ranch 
residents or the provisions that purportedly allow SoCal 
Gas to continue injecting in this oilfield.

-  Continued Injections by SoCal Gas
In a prior version of the Order, SoCal Gas purportedly 

would be ordered to “stop all gas injection into the 
Facility’s underground reservoir until the leak at the Well 
has ceased subject only to SoCalGas’ obligation to furnish 
and maintain reliable supplies and delivery of natural gas 
as mandated by California Public Utilities Code Section 
451.”  (Order at 3, p. 6:26-28.)

The Order appears to have been revised, but some 
of the language remains in paragraph 4, subparagraphs 
a-b. The new version simply reorders the language and 
still suggests that SoCal Gas can resume injections if 
authorized by the CPUC (without notice to any members of 
the public).

The problem with this is not just a lack of notice, it’s 
a shell game. On December 10, 2015, DOGGR ordered 
SoCal Gas to cease all gas injections. DOGGR is the only 
entity in California with authority to permit underground 
injections as SoCal Gas told the City of Los Angeles at a 
hearing in December. Injections must simply cease. There 
is no room for AQMD to issue orders regarding actions 
governed by other agencies and thus further the shell game 
by SoCal Gas.

-  SoCal Gas claims it cannot determine the “natural gas 
lost to the atmosphere as a result of the leak”

Paragraph 6 of the Proposed Order suggests that 

SoCal Gas cannot determine volume of gas released from the well blowout. (Findings ¶ 6, p. 
8:7-8.). It is our understanding that sonic technology is available to determine the velocity of 
the gas, and utilizing the velocity data, to determine the volume of gas released. Please require 
SoCal Gas to properly disclose the volume of gas released using available sonic technology 
that can be used at the well site or explain why that is not possible. Again, all photos showing 
inaccessible wells should be disclosed if that is the justification.

-  SoCal Gas Should not be Self-Policing
Paragraph 8 states that SoCal Gas will submit a leak detection and inspection program 

to AQMD – this is an improper attempt by SoCal Gas to control the policing of this oilfield. 
(Findings ¶ 8, p. 8:26-28.). This goes beyond the scope of what is fair to the people of Porter 
Ranch. Indeed, at today’s hearing, SoCal Gas would not even agree to a third party designee 
evaluating the leak inspection and detection program. SoCal Gas has an agenda to block public 
scrutiny, which is precisely why paragraph 8 should be stricken in its entirety. New laws and 
regulations must go through the proper channels, which is really what this “leak detection” 
program would become. Even more, the adoption of this paragraph would be used by SoCal 
Gas to block and undermine the residents of Porter Ranch who seek to challenge the failure to 
properly maintain the gas storage facility.

Similar problems exist in paragraph 12 where SoCal Gas will pay for a health study. 
(Findings ¶ 12, p. 10:21-22.). Many of the residents of Porter Ranch brought medical 
monitoring claims in their lawsuits. SoCal Gas funding this study is an intentional attempt to 
undermine the litigation process and take the medical issues outside the hands of the residents 
of Porter Ranch. Cross-examination of experts, and careful review by unbiased experts, is a 
constitutional right.

SoCal’s attempt to be self-policing is not proper.
-  SoCal Gas Seeks to Avoid Disclosure of Customer Complaints
SoCal Gas has refused to disclose all information about customer complaints. (Findings
¶ 14, p. 11:7-14.). Clocking the concern behind privacy, SoCal Gas only plans to disclose 

the date and time of a complaint, a description of the location of the complaint, and the 
location of the complaint. SoCal Gas would not even be disclosing the house number for the 

(Continued on page 12) 

AQMD Urged to Take Stronger Actions
To Protect Residents

Special to the Valley Voice
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Englander Calls For Sweeping
Reforms For Oil and Gas Industry

C ouncilmember Mitchell Englander submitted a 
resolution calling for the City of Los Angeles to 
sponsor sweeping regulatory reforms for the oil 

and gas industry. The resolution call for regulatory 
reform legislation that will:
 -  Increase the public disclosure requirements for 
oil and gas storage facilities including but not limited 
to the number of wells; the current status of emergency 
valves; age of the wells and related infrastructure and 
make publicly available the inspection history for 
each well
 -  Establish a moratorium for new gas wells and 
gas storage wells until all existing wells are brought 
up to current standards
 -  Require immediate disclosure of leaks to the 
local community and government representatives
 -  Require new/best available technologies to be 
incorporated for monitoring and preventing future leaks

 -  Require yearly updates of safety and prevention 
plans and emergency plans to be filed with the appropriate 
regulatory agencies for review
 -  Require equipment necessary to enact the emergency 
plan to be located on site so that there is no lag time between 
an incident and the remediation necessary
 -  Create a permanent moratorium on remediation costs 
being passed onto ratepayers or taxpayers
 -  Create a mechanism for calculating the environmental 
damage so that the true cost of remediating additional GHG 
emissions will be borne by the polluter and not the ratepayer/
taxpayer

 “The Aliso Canyon gas leak is proving to be one of the 
most devastating environmental disasters in the history of 
California,” said Councilmember Mitchell Englander. “It is 
obvious that the status quo was not and is not sufficient to protect 
public health and ensure the safety of our communities.”

Englander Demands SoCal Gas
Recognize Adjacent Communities

Impacted By Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
 C ouncilmember Mitchell Englander submitted a 

motion asking that the Southern California Gas 
Company recognize and extend their relocation 

efforts to include the immediately adjacent communities 
of Granada Hills, Chatsworth and Northridge and that 
residents requesting relocation from those communities 
be treated with the same respect and priority as anyone 
with a reasonable relocation request.
 Overwhelmingly, many residents of the adjacent 
communities Chatsworth, Northridge and Granada Hills 
are reporting that they too are experiencing symptoms 
related to mercaptans exposure. Unlike residents of Porter 
Ranch, however, they report that they have tried to take 
advantage of relocation assistance and have either been 
denied or relegated to a “non-priority” status, or simply 
have not received return phone calls, thereby extending 
their considerable exposure and suffering.
 “Odors and airborne chemicals don’t recognize 
community lines or zip code boundaries,” said 
Councilmember Mitchell Englander. “It is critically 
important that all reasonable relocation requests 
be accommodated by SoCal Gas and that everyone 
experiencing symptoms be treated equally.”
 On October 23, 2015 SoCal Gas crews discovered a 

leak at one of its natural gas wells located in its Aliso Canyon 
storage field in the Los Angeles County Unincorporated 
Area adjacent to the Porter Ranch Community.  L.A. City 
and County Fire and Hazmat Departments, the L.A. County 
Department of Health, the California Division of Oil, Gas 
& Geothermal Resources, and the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District have been onsite regularly.
 The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
(LADPH) was notified on October 28, 2015. Odors related 
to the gas leak have been affecting residents in the Porter 
Ranch area. According to LADPH, a community meeting 
hosted by SoCal Gas focused on exposure to methane gas and 
mercaptans, which are odorants added to natural gas. LADPH 
advised that methane gas itself poses little direct health threat 
upon inhalation in an outdoor space. Mercaptans, however, 
do pose a health threat to the community, including short-
term neurological, gastrointestinal, and respiratory symptoms 
that may result from inhalation. Community complaints of 
nosebleeds, headaches, nausea and other symptoms persist.
 The City Attorney has filed suit against SoCal Gas and 
recently, the County of Los Angeles joined that effort. In 
addition, the City went to court to guarantee an expedited 
relocation process, provide accommodations for those with 
special needs and to provide for pet boarding costs.

complaining family.
This means that SoCal Gas will avoid entirely the public disclosure of the extent of the families impacted. If 

there are privacy concerns, the proper response is to give notice to all families impacted by the blowout and let them 
decide whether AQMD should know about the complaint. The notice to homeowners should be added to this order.-
Due Process Rights - Notice of Hearings, Orders and the Like

All residents of Porter Ranch should be given notice of any hearing and any change in the proposed order both 
now and in the future.

As written, there is no notice requirement in the AQMD’s order. Anything else violates  due process, especially 
in light of the rights that SoCal Gas seeks to take from the families of Porter Ranch in this order. This includes the 
right to cross-examine witnesses on the health impact of the gas leak and witnesses who can help create a proper 
inspection system for any continued operation of the facility.

AQMD Urged to Take Stronger Actions

(Continued on page 13) 

(Continued from page 11) 
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vs. SoCal Gas

How Lawyers, 
Courts Could

Lead to Economic 
Benefits

R ecently, the Valley Voice had an opportunity to sit down 
with Attorney Daniel Whalen and Public Adjuster 
Matthew Blumkin, to discuss the economic effect the 

SoCalGas leak is having upon home and small business 
owners. Both have considerable experience with property 
and business losses and have often worked together on 
claims and litigation against utilities. They have teamed up 
again here to assist clients with all aspects of their economic 
damages.
 The two questions we asked of them were, “Why does 
a homeowner need a lawyer?” and “What is the benefit to 
hiring lawyers who are teamed up with Public Adjusters?” 
 Daniel Whalen responded that while SoCalGas is offering 
some amount of relocation benefits and providing equipment 
to help home heating/air conditioning systems better filter the 
inside air, neither SoCalGas nor any government agency is 
proactively working to repay homeowners for the loss of use 
of their homes or the diminution in current or future values 
and that the legal system is their best recourse. “I think that 
Loretta Lynch, the former President of the California Public 
Utilities Commission underscored the benefit to using a 
lawyer when she was quoted by the LA Times on January 
7th as saying that she believes that homeowners will get better 
justice from the courts than from the PUC.”  
 Whalen went on to note that the primary functions of the 
involved government agencies are to regulate SoCalGas and 
assure that it is taking appropriate steps to stop the leak 
and to deal with health, pollution, and other aspects of this 
tragedy as they affect the public at large. But for the claims 
and losses on an individual basis, having an attorney who is 
focusing on those items assures that those claims will not be 
overlooked.
 “While the true extent of the economic damage cannot 
really be calculated at least until the leak is stopped, lawyers 
for individual consumers can begin the process of compiling the 
information that will eventually be needed and public adjusters 
are ideal for assisting in these efforts,” Whalen said.
 This brought us to the second question of why using a 
public adjuster along with a lawyer is beneficial. Matthew 
Blumkin first explained that public adjusters usually 
represent home and business owners in preparing and 
presenting claims to their insurance companies after an 
adverse event has occurred.  “While the Porter Ranch 
Gas Leak differs from our usual work because here we 
are not dealing with home and business owners’ insurance 
companies, the same concepts and elements are present. 
We specialize in determining the nature and extent of the 
damage suffered by a home or business, including factors 
such as physical damage to dwellings, structures, personal or 
business property and how to remedy it, loss of use and loss 
of rental values for houses, and loss of income for businesses. 
Those same things need to be determined here in order for 
the attorneys to prepare their cases.” 
 Blumkin then added that, “as part of their regular 
services, public adjusters also assist in finding alternative 
temporary relocation for housing as well as businesses, 
hiring vendors to test for, provide necessary protocols and 
quantify the costs to remove pollutants from premises and 
personal or business property, consulting with real estate 
professionals for appraisals and valuations, and using 
forensic accountants to assist with business losses.”  Blumkin 
ended our discussion by adding that, “As affected residents 
of Porter Ranch ourselves, my family and I understand the 
need for this type of help as well.”
 So there you have it. Answers to the two questions that 
seem to come to mind as one considers their own economic 
harm from the SoCalGasLeak and how to remedy it.
 Daniel G. Whalen, Esq., is a Partner in the Los Angeles 
Law Firm of Engstrom, Lipscomb & Lack specializing in 
individual and business damage claims against utilities.  
 Matthew Blumkin, is an attorney, a licensed Public Adjuster 
and is a Principal in The Greenspan Company/Adjusters 
International, which is based in Encino.

Higher Electricity Rates
The typical single-family household in Los Angeles could 

see its monthly electricity bill go up a total of $12 over five 
years under proposed electricity rate hikes backed by the 

Board of Water and Power Commissioners.
 The panel, which oversees the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power, voted to recommend that the City Council 
also back the rate hikes.
 The majority of the rate hike revenue would go toward 
complying with state mandates to switch to renewable energy 
sources, he said.
 The rest of the revenue would go toward fixing the city’s 
aging and broken electricity infrastructure, which would reduce 
and prevent blackouts.
 The electricity rate increases, which would be spread out 
over five years, already have the backing of Mayor Eric Garcetti 
and Ratepayer Advocate Fred Pickel, who was appointed to 
watch over rate increases at the DWP on behalf of customers.
 With Water and Power commissioners signing off on 
the rate hikes, the proposal 
will now be sent - along with 
proposed water rate hikes that 
were approved by the board last 
year - to the City Council and 
the mayor for consideration.
 Pickel also noted that the 
21 percent average increase 
over the next five years - 
which averages 3.86 percent 
annually - is “less than what 
is needed” and the utility’s 
power system “will continue 
to be challenged to perform 
activities at planned levels.”

The Gentle Barn Provides 
Temporary Homes For Animals 

Affected by the Gas Leak

The Gentle Barn, a national animal rescue organization 
located in Santa Clarita, has a large animal transport 
and evacuation team ready and equipped to respond 

to Porter Ranch and surrounding area. The Gentle 
Barn is currently offering their services to Porter Ranch 
residents affected by the Aliso Canyon gas leak to temporarily 
house furry and feathered family members of those affected 
by the ongoing crisis. 
 The Gentle Barn is a 6-acre facility with kind and 
caring staff members readily available to assist with your 
needs. If you are interested in having your pet temporarily 
sheltered at the Gentle Barn, please contact them by phone 
at 661.252.2440 or email them at info@gentlebarn.org.

-Mitchell Englander, Councilmember Twelfth District

In sum, this agency should not let SoCal Gas evade 
public scrutiny by clocking their actions with protection 
from this order. It is unfair to the thousands of families 
in Porter Ranch. 

Sincerely,  
Patricia K. Oliver Attorney At Law
R. Rex Parris Law Firm

Eric Garcetti  (mayor.garcetti@lacity.org) 
Mike, Feuer (mike.n.feuer@lacity.org)
Mitchell  Englander 
(councilmember.englander@lacity.org)

(Continued from page 12) 
AQMD
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9420 De Soto Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Reserve/Pay Online

@
EZStorageonline.com

 Open 7 days a week
 Low Pricing!
 Locker to Garage Sizes
 Moving Supplies Available
 Several Payment Options
 Insurance available

Call Now !
(800) 657-0513

After CEO Nabs Record 
Bonus, Sempra’s Gas

Leak Raises Questions
By Anders Melin and Alicia Ritcey

Has anyone heard of Debra Reed concerning the gas leak?
 On Jan. 4, Debra Reed received the biggest stock payout she’s gotten since Sem-
pra Energy promoted her to chief executive officer in June 2011.

 Reed’s stock award, worth $13.1 million as of Jan. 4, was based on Sempra’s finan-
cial performance over the past four years. In recent years, less than 1 percent of Reed’s 
pay has hinged on pipeline safety at subsidiaries including Southern California Gas Co., 
which operates the leaking well, filings show.
 “I would love to see in any compensation plan a provision to override the plan in the 
event of a black swan,” said Julie Gorte, senior vice president for sustainable investing 
at Pax World Management in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, referring to an important, 
unanticipated event. “It could be: ‘If there’s a significant catastrophe resulting in a value 
loss of more than X, then we retain the right to adjust the parameters of performance.’ ”
 Sempra’s executive compensation, especially at the CEO level, is directly dependent 
on market value, Doug Kline, a company spokesman, said in an e-mail to Bloomberg 
Business. “Public and employee safety, customer satisfaction, environmental responsibil-
ity, reliability and operational integrity and financial performance are all core values at 
Sempra Energy,” he said.
 With the leak continuing, the company faces an uphill battle to repair its environ-
mental reputation, said Timothy O’Connor, director of the Environmental Defense Fund’s 
oil and gas program in California.
 “This being such a large industrial accident, it is going to be a stain,” O’Connor said about 
Sempra’s environmental performance. “It will be hard to come back,” Bloomberg reported.

Debra Reed

CPUC Flunked Oversight

U.S.: PG&E Ordered
Destruction Of Evidence
After San Bruno Blast

A criminal charge against Pacific Gas & Electric by the United States is scheduled 
for trial next month in U.S. Court in San Francisco. Among the charges are 
that managers ordered destruction of incriminating documents about the 2010 

explosion of the utility’s pipeline in San Bruno. Just last month prosecutors made the 
charge in court papers, based on a statement from a former PG&E employee, who said 
there were “instances when she received specific instructions to destroy documents” 
related to the blast, sfgate.com reported.
 The explosion and subsequent fire killed eight people, injuring over 66, and de-
stroying 38 homes. An investigation by the National Transportation Safety Board 
found the utility had been negligent both in its quality control of its installed pipes and 
in its emergency response. The Government also said PG&E committed a series of 
mistakes that caused the explosion. It said the company maintained such bad records 
it didn’t know certain key features of the ill-fitted pipe that ran beneath the San Bruno 
neighborhood. Nor did it know what type of pipe it had in the ground there, a key 
piece of information that is used to set the pressures that all utilities operating natural 
gas pipelines.
 The investigation also found that the CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION failed to detect problems with how PG&E managed its inspections. 
California legislators have made attempts to strengthen pipeline safety rules, includ-
ing requiring automatic shut-off valves in vulnerable areas, only to have them all ve-
toed by Governor Brown (yes, Brown’s sister sister sits on the board of Sempra En-
ergy, SoCalGas’s parent company). They are also charged with not responding until 
90 minutes had elapsed after the blast, which caused a fireball 1,000 feet high, blasting 
a crater 167 feet wide and measuring as a magnitude 1.1 EARTHQUAKE.

Remember 
the Sesnon 

Fire?
T he 2008 downed power line that 

caused the 14,000 acre Sesnon Fire 
in Porter Ranch was owned by the 

Southern California Gas Co., SoCalGas 
- sound familiar? In a strange twist, the 
company was not regulated by the state’s 
Public Utilities Commission, at least, when 
it came to power line regulations, the LA 
Times found.
 “Commission rules require power lines 
operated by electric utilities, to be inspect-
ed regularly and to have brush under the 
lines cleared to prevent fires. But the com-
mission told the Times that the rules don’t 
extend to non-electric utilities on private 
land.”
 Fifteen residences and 63 outbuildings 
were destroyed, and another 11 residences 
damaged. It took 40 crews, 1,377 person-
nel to fight the fire.
 Time to change that law too?

Missing
in

Action

- Source: Sempra Energy
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Rachel Reiter, Local Events Coordinator
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Know Your Rights: Legal Town Hall
 In partnership with City Attorney Mike Feuer’s 
Office, the San Fernando Valley Bar Association, 
and the Korean American Bar Association, 
Councilman Mitch Englander’s office is hosting 
a Legal Town Hall for residents and businesses 
affected by the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak on Tuesday, 
February 2 at Shepherd of the Hills Church, 19700 
Rinaldi St. in Porter Ranch. Registration begins at 
6:00 PM; Panel Discussion begins at 6:30 PM and 
Free Legal Workshop begins at 8:00 PM.  A panel of 
independent legal experts from the City Attorney’s 
Office, USC, and UCLA Law Schools, and 
the LA County Department of Consumer and 
Business Affairs will discuss your legal rights, 
the legal process and how to protect yourself and 
your family. Participate in a one-on-one legal 
workshop to discuss questions you may have about 
relocations, mediations and how to avoid scams. 
Bring your questions and documents for review by 
participating legal volunteers. This informational 
event is for the community and not hosted 
by law firms. For more information, call the 
office at (818) 882-1212 or (213) 473-7012 or 
emailCouncilmember.Englander@lacity.org. 

-Mitchell Englander, Councilmember Twelfth District

Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Contact Information

 The Southern California Gas Company 
Customer Resource Center, which I requested the 
SoCal Gas Company open in November, is located 
at 19731 Rinaldi St. in Porter Ranch. This physical 
storefront which is ADA accessible and multilingual 
provides a one-stop portal of information for all 
members of the public. The center is open Monday 
through Friday 10:00 am to 8:00 pm and on 
Saturdays and Sundays 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 To report a smell or potential gas leak, call the 
SoCal Gas Company at (800) 427-2200 and call 
the Air Quality Management District (AQMD) 
at (800) 288-7664 or go online: http://www.aqmd.
gov/contact/complaints.
 For residents who wish to relocate, the SoCal 
Gas Company is providing free, temporary 
housing accommodations, call 877-238-9555.
 If you have requested relocation assistance 
by calling (877) 238-9555 and have not yet been 
helped, the following mediation process has been 
set up: Call the SoCal Gas Temporary Relocation 
Mediation line at (818) 700-3600 and speak with 

a claims specialist (between 8am and 5pm) or leave a 
message.
 If you feel you have suffered illness, harm or 
injury as a result of the Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
incident, call the SoCal Gas Company Claims 
Department at 213-244-5151, or fill out the online 
form athttps://www.socalgas.com/about-us/claims. 
-Mitchell Englander, Councilmember Twelfth District

Porter Ranch Library
 Join the friends of Porter Ranch Library and 
community members during the Porter Ranch 
Library Discussion Group as they talk about their 
current book, The Wright Brothers by David 
McCollough on Saturday, February 6, 10:00 am at 
11371 Tampa Ave. For more information, please call 
(818) 360-5706. Santa Susana Pass Welcome Walk
 Enjoy a view of the San Fernando Valley on a 
moderate level hike while learning interesting facts 
about the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park on 
Sunday, February 7, 11:00 am, Andora Entrance 
at 9955 Andora St. in Chatsworth. For more 
information, call (818) 784-4849.

Shepherd Sports
Shepherd Youth Soccer Clinics- Saturdays, March 5- 
April 2. Ages 5 -14, Coed.
Shepherd Coed Open Gym Volleyball - Every Friday 
night - 7pm-10pm - Ages 18 and up.
Club Basketball Tryouts for Shepherd Sports - 
February 29 - March 4th. Boys, ages 8 to 13.
Pilates - classes start Monday, February 1st for 6 
weeks. Sign up today!
Youth Soccer Clinics are scheduled to begin Saturday, 
March 5th
NEW!  Women’s Self Defense Class, Monday, 
February 22nd for 6 weeks
Come join our Mountain Biking Club -  Meets every 
Saturday!
 For more information and to register for all 
Shepherd Sports programs, visit www.ShepherdSports.
org or email sports@theshepherd.org.   Shepherd of 
the Hills Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street 
in Porter Ranch. Phone: 818.831.9333 x234. 

Forced to Move  
Because of the  

Gas Leak? 

Learn More About Our  
Short-Term Stay Program 

Lic #565801533

www.VintageSimiHills.com 
(805) 283-9507 

5300 East Los Angeles Avenue, Simi Valley, CA

[RE]visit [RE]seda
 Join Councilmember Englander and the CD 12 staff as we celebrate 
on our Great Street: Reseda Blvd on Saturday, February 6, 2:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm between Rayen and Gresham. There will be a poetry slam, 
art show, live music, food trucks and more! For more information, call 
(818) 882-1212 or email:ResedaBlvd.GreatSteets@gmail.com. 

Free Documentary Screening
 The SAGE Society is sponsoring a series of documentary screenings 
that are free and open to all seniors in the community every Friday 
through Friday, March 11, 9:30 am at St. Andrew and St. Charles 
Episcopal Church located at 16651 Rinaldi St. in Granada Hills. Films 
during the series will include Merchants of Doubt, Code Black, He 
Named Me Malala and more. For more information, call Reuben Allen 
at 818-360-5821. Please do not call the church for information.

CalRTA Meeting
 It is imperative in 2016 to know if your pension is still safe.   To 
get accurate information, join the retired educators living in the San 
Fernando Valley California Retired Teachers’ Association (CalRTA)  at 
10 a.m. on Friday, February 12th. Additionally, entertainment will be 
presented by Elisabeth Waldo, composer, songwriter, violinist, producer 
and conductor. We are located at the Northridge Women’s Club, 18401 
Lassen Street, Northridge, 91324.  Please call Diane Kleinfeld  at 
818  360  5014 to reserve a seat for the  presentation.  If you wish 
to stay for the buffet lunch, the charge is $15.00.

Classic Car Show
 A Southern California tradition continues with the Classic Chevys 
of Southern California Club’s announcement that their 34th annual 
Classic Car Show will take place Sunday, May 1, from 9:00am-
3:00pm. Held at the Rancho San Antonio Boys Town in Chatsworth. 
Open to the public, more than 325 cars ranging from the 1930’s to the 
classics and hot rods of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s will be on display. Show 
participants will be admitted starting at 7:30am, with early arrivals 
getting a free picture of their car. For more information and/or for 
those wanting to pre-register their classic cars and participate in the 
upcoming car show, contact/email Jerome at real409@aol.com.

Learn to Fly Fish!
 Sierra Pacific Flyfishers Foundation’s Introduction to Fly Fishing 
Course begins March 12th at the One Generation Senior Center, 18255 
Victory Blvd., Reseda, 91335. It’s a perfect family activity that includes an 
outing to the LA River and another up to Bishop. SPFF provides rods, reels 
and a comprehensive handbook. Lessons are held in the classroom and on 
Reseda Park’s Pond. Fee is $40 for adults, under 18 are free. The Saturday 
morning classes go from 8.30 till noon. Sign up now at www.spff.org.
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www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663
COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 
in Long Beach 
Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980     

MONTCLAIR        
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

OXNARD
Located in the Market 
Place at Oxnard 
Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284

PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410
PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
858-408-1701

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA ANA
Located in the 
Westfield MainPlace Mall
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-558-5300

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place 
Across From Sam’s Club 
and Super Walmart
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386 

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK: 
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

“Se Habla Español”

NOW 
HIRING!

Sales Associates

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

PRESIDENTS 
 DAY SALE

HURRY IN! 

SALE ENDS MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 22ND

AT 9PM!

#1 IN 
CALIFORNIA, 

#1 IN AMERICA, 
40 LOCATIONS 

TO SERVE 
YOU!

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit 
card from 2/2/2016. to 2/22/2016. Equal monthly 

payments required for 60 months. Ashley Furniture 
does not require a down payment, however, sales 

tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. 

NO INTEREST* • NO DOWN PAYMENT 
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE6015%

OFF‡
plus

months

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ 
credit card made 2/2/2016 to 2/22/2016. 
Interest will be charged to your account 

from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 24 months. 

Minimum monthly payments required. 

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 24 MONTHS†† 
NO DOWN PAYMENT • NO MINIMUM PURCHASE2420%

OFF‡
plus

months

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card 
made 2/2/2016 to 2/22/2016. Interest will be charged to 
your account from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 6 months. Minimum 

monthly payments required. 

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS†† 
NO DOWN PAYMENT • NO MINIMUM PURCHASE630%

OFF‡
plus

months

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ 
credit card made 2/2/2016 to 2/22/2016. 
Interest will be charged to your account 

from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 12 months. 

Minimum monthly payments required. 

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS†† 
NO DOWN PAYMENT • NO MINIMUM PURCHASE1225%

OFF‡
plus

months

or

or

or

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, 
clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. Effective 12/30/15, all mattress 
and box springs are subject to an $11 per unit CA recycling fee. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are 
allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent 
item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of 
Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating 
areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and operated. ©2016 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: February 2, 2016. Expires: February 22, 2016.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

††Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. Offer applies only to single-receipt 
qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 6, 12 or 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be assessed on the promo purchase from the purchase 
date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ 
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The 
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-
promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise 
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 


