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Los Angeles Group 
Makes Presentation to 

Host 2024 Olympics

Los Angeles was among four cities making final presentations to the U.S. 
Olympic Committee Board of Directors in Redwood City to be the potential 
U.S. candidate to host the 2024 Summer Olympics.

 Groups from Boston, San Francisco and Washington also made bids.
 The U.S. Olympic Committee could decide in January to make a bid for the 
2024 Olympics and select the U.S. candidate.
 “We’re currently considering four world-class U.S. cities for a potential 
U.S. bid,” USOC CEO Scott Blackmun said. “Each has demonstrated that 
they’re capable of hosting a great Olympic and Paralympic Games and we’re 
grateful to the civic and political leadership of each city for participating in 
this important process.”
 The four finalists were selected after a 16-month process that began with the 
USOC reaching out to approximately 35 U.S. cities to gauge interest in a bid.
 The International Olympic Committee will select the host city for both the 
2024 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2017.
 The U.S. did not make a bid to host the 2020 Summer Olympics, which 
were awarded to Tokyo in 2013. Los Angeles sought to be the U.S. candidate to 
host the 2016 Games, but was beaten by Chicago, whose bid was rejected by the 
International Olympic Committee in favor of Rio de Janeiro.
 Los Angeles is seeking to join London as the only cities to host the Summer 
Olympics three times. Los Angeles was the site of the 1932 and 1984 Games.
 The Summer Olympics were last held in the U.S. in 1996, when Atlanta 
was the site.

 Front row from left to right are: Isaiah Mackey, Running Back; Tyler Jacobson, Running Back;  Kian Nader, Wide Receiver and Jeremy Jou, 
Running Back.  Back row from left to right are:  Kyle Keris, Coach;  Armando Gutierrez, Wide Receiver;  Jacob Romero, Wide Receiver;  Miles 

Olivas, Center;  Jack Himes, Left Tackle;  Oscar Augilar, Right Tackle;  Joshua Reiter, Quarterback;  Emilio Esteban, Tight End; 
Alejandro Navarro, Tight End;  Cedric Hackett, Head Coach and Sylvia Jou, Team Mom.

Northridge Park 12 – 13 
year old All-Stars defeated 

Granada Hills 20 – 14 
Dec. 13 at Hjelte Sports 

Center in Encino. In 
four play-off games, they 
outscored their opponents 

92 – 14, averaging 23 points 
per game to 3.5. This is 

Northridge’s second straight 
annual City Championship.

NORTHRIDGE PARK REPEATS!

  The 2014 VALLEY AND SHORELINE REGION ALL STAR MAJOR FLAG FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

(Photo by Edragon Jou)

Dog “Cages” Lawyer
An attorney who tried to smuggle $30,000 worth of heroin inside a greeting card 

to one of his clients behind bars pleaded no contest to a felony count of bringing 
drugs into jail.
Stephen Beecher, 63, of Sherman Oaks, is facing two years in custody, with 

sentencing set for Jan. 27 in Los Angeles Superior Court, according to the Los 
Angeles County District Attorney’s Office.

 Beecher was arrested while in the visiting area of the North County Correctional 
Facility in December 2012, after a drug-sniffing dog helped jail personnel find the 
drugs in a greeting card that was inside a manila envelope labeled with his client’s 
case number, according to Deputy District Attorney Arisa Mattson.

 Jessica Paredes, 21, who was charged along with Beecher and his client, pleaded 
no contest to a felony conspiracy charge and was sentenced to two years in custody 
and given credit for time served.

 Beecher’s client, Jesus Antonio Duenas, 21, is also charged with conspiracy and 
is due back in court Jan. 27 for a pretrial hearing.

 According to the criminal complaint, Paredes ironed and flattened two packages 
of heroin - about 36 grams total - to fit into a greeting card envelope and gave the 
card to Beecher, who was arrested while in the jail’s visiting area.

“Not so Fast” on UC
5% Tuition Hikes

Senate Democrats unveiled a proposal that would eliminate a planned tuition hike for 
in-state students at UCLA, UC Irvine and other University of California campuses, but 
would sharply increase the amount out-of-state students pay.
 The UC Board of Regents in November approved tuition hikes of 5 percent a year for 

five years, saying it wasn’t receiving enough money from the state to even cover inflation. 
The decision has sparked protests at UC campuses across the state.

 Under the proposal announced by state Senate leader Kevin de Leon, D-Los Angeles, 
out-of-state UC students would see a 17 percent increase in their tuition premium, while 
the state would also boost its general fund spending on higher education by $156 million 
in 2015-16. The proposal also calls for redirecting funds from a middle-class scholarship 
program.

 The plan would also create a financial incentive program for California State University 
students to obtain their degrees in four years.

 The overall proposal is aimed at boosting UC enrollment by 5,000 next year, while 
increasing CSU enrollment by 10,500.

 “Today, Senate Democrats stand united with California’s students on improving 
college access, affordability and helping students graduate,” de Leon said. “California’s 
economy depends on the vibrancy and quality of our higher education system, and the 
cornerstone is an affordable four-year program.”

UC President Janet Napolitano called the proposal a “promising first step.”
 “I welcome and applaud the Senate Democrats’ interest in maintaining the excellence, 

access and affordability of California’s system of public higher education, Napolitano said. 
“The bill introduced today is a promising first step toward making sure that public higher 
education benefits Californians today and for generations to come, and we look forward 
to working with Senate Democrats and other elected officials to secure the state funding 
essential to this end.

 “State funding should be adequate to ensure that UC remains the best public university 
in the world and that tuition is as low and predictable as possible.”
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If you’re looking for convenient 
care, just look for our name.

PORTER RANCH
19950 Rinaldi St • Porter Ranch, CA 9132

(818) 403-2400

Facey doctors are 
now participating 
in Blue Shield PPO 
network plans on 
Covered California!

We put the special in multispecialty.
We know your time is valuable. That’s why Facey offices 
offer primary & specialist care at a single location so that 
you don’t have to run all around town for your care. And our 
affiliation with Providence Health & Services connects you to 
award-winning hospital care in your own community.

New insurance card in your pocket?
Choosing a Facey doctor for your care is easy. We accept most 
HMO, PPO, Medicare and Medicare Advantage health insurance 
plans. Ask your insurance company how you can switch today. 
For a list of the health plans we currently contract with, visit 
www.facey.com/insurance

W W W. FACE Y.CO M                     1-844-MY-FACEY                       @FACEYMEDICAL

BURBANK • CANYON COUNTRY • COPPER HILL • MISSION HILLS • NORTHRIDGE 
PORTER RANCH • SAN GABRIEL • SIMI VALLEY • TARZANA • VALENCIA

Ali Goharbin, M.D.
Family Medicine

Alaleh Sareh, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Richard Landers, M.D.
Internal Medicine

Elise Kwon, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

Tanya Falkowski, M.D.
Pediatrics

David Chien, M.D.
Pediatrics

Bhavana Arora, M.D.
Pediatrics

Susan Kranzpiller, M.D.
Family Medicine

Michael Nelson, M.D.
Internal Medicine

open to existing patients only

TWELVE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

To learn more about choosing
a Facey Medical Group doctor,

call us toll-free at:
1-844-MY-FACEY
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Date  Saturday, January 31, 2015
Time  8:00pm

Place  Temple Ahavat Shalom

Starring 
Cantor Jen Roher, Cantor Patti Linsky, 

Cantorial Intern Lily Tash

(818) 360-2258  •  www.TASnorthridge.org/concert

C’mon Along and Listen to 
Songs of Broadway and 

Beyond

DesSert Reception following the concert

To RSVP or for more information:

Ad Donated by the Valley Voice

How to Tame
the Picky Eater

By Bhavana Arora, M.D.

Is your child a picky eater? Is it only hot dogs or chicken 
nuggets? Most of us have battled with our children over 
healthy food choices. I had an especially picky eater but with 

patience and perseverance and a few strategies, she has come a 
long way. Here are some tips

 Do not force your child to eat. Your child will not starve! 1. 
Meal time should be fun and family time. Power struggles 
over food only lead to stress, anxiety leaving both you and 
the child often in tears. Give small reasonable portions at 
meals. If you are concerned about your child’s growth and 
nutrition consult with your doctor.
Model healthy eating. Eating as a family helps with 2. 
bonding and is also an opportunity to model healthy 
eating. Children are more likely to eat healthy if they see 
their parents doing so.
Ask your children for input on the weekly dinner menu. 3. 
This of course applies more to older children. I always ask 
my children for one dinner request for the week.  That 
way they feel that they had some input and are less likely 
to complain about the other meals. The meals they request 
may not be “healthy” but the others will be.  
Encourage them to try everything. I tell all of my little 4. 
patients and kids that they have to try everything at least 
once and that they have to try something at least 20 times 
before they like it. You can even have an incentive chart and 
encourage them to try at least one new vegetable or food a 
week. Keep a count of how many times they try it and give 
little rewards if they reach their goal. One of the sayings in 
our home is “you don’t know if you like it until you try it”.  
Have your child help. Children are more likely to eat foods 5. 
you give them if they are involved in the process. Have them 
with you when grocery shopping and cooking as much as 
you can. My picky eater only started eating Paninis after 
I recruited her help.  She helped make the basil pesto and 
assemble the Paninis.
Make it fun. One of our favorite fun events is burrito night. 6. 
The kids love assembling their own burrito and picking out 
what they want on it. It gives them a sense of autonomy. 
Come up with different ideas to keep the children engaged.  
Do not make separate meals for everyone.  Everyone in 7. 
our house knows “you get what you get and you don’t get 
upset.” Encourage your child to eat the meal that is given 
and stay at the table.  Do not give in and offer other foods! 
Get them active. Work up their appetite and take them out 8. 
walking, running, biking. If they have trouble with stamina, 
remind them that eating healthy and eating the right foods 
will give them more energy and strong muscles.
Earlier the better. Introduce different flavors and vegetables 9. 
early and be persistent. 
Be creative. You can put in pureed carrots in spaghetti 10. 
sauce, pureed butternut squash in mac n’ cheese. I 
always encourage putting vegetables by themselves on 
their plate as well. It can take a while to get your picky 
eater to where you want them. In the meantime, sneak in 
the veggies where you can

Ratepayers, City Review
DWP Trusts’ Finances

Auditors hired by City Controller Ron Galperin started 
reviewing financial records of two Department of Water 
and Power employee training and safety trusts in an effort 

to determine if more than $40 million given to the trusts over 
the past dozen years was properly spent.
 Auditors from the accounting firm Crowe Horwath will 
scrutinize records kept in trailers in Sun Valley by the Joint 
Training Institute and the Joint Safety Institute, Galperin 
spokesman Lowell Goodman said.
 Employees and officials of the trusts will also be 
interviewed, he said.
 The DWP’s annual $4 million payment to the trusts was put 
on hold for 120 days, starting Nov. 19, while Galperin conducts his 
audit and interviews trust officials, according to Goodman.
 If the controller spots any illegal activity in the records or 
if the trusts refuses to produce the documents, the $4 million 
payment could be withheld.
 The Los Angeles City Council approved a deal with DWP 
union chief Brian D’Arcy that includes releasing an annual 
$4 million payment to the two trusts in exchange for access to 
half a decade of financial records.
 D’Arcy, who heads the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, Local 18, had refused to allow financial documents from 
the trusts – formed more than a decade ago to address DWP worker 
safety and training issues – to be audited by Galperin.
 D’Arcy contended the controller did not have the legal 
right to subpoena records from the organizations, which he 
said were independent from the city.
 Galperin, in turn, refused to release the DWP’s annual 
$4 million payment to the trusts. The payments are part of a 
collective bargaining agreement with the DWP employee union.
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5/5 Adjustable Rate Mortgage

Chatsworth Branch
10324 Mason Avenue

(In the Trader Joe’s Shopping Center)

(866) 740.5328

3.47%
APR

Logix Federal Credit Union, proudly serving members since 1937.

CHATSWORTH 

BRANCH

NOW OPEN!

Ask about our 
5/5 mortgage.

You’ll love how 
much you save.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Lower your monthly 
payment

Start rate 3.25%

No closing costs

25-day funding 
guarantee

APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARMs) are variable and your Annual Percentage Rate may increase after consummation. 3.47% APR is available on conforming loans up to $417,000 with a maximum 70% LTV. APR is accurate as of 12/16/14 and 
is subject to change. Rates based on creditworthiness, so your rate may differ. Start rate is 3.25% for the first 60 months. Estimated monthly payment on $100,000 is $435.21 for first 60 months (excluding taxes and insurance which will increase your payment) and $451.89 
monthly for the remaining term (using the current index plus margin of 3.60% since the index in the future is unknown).  Rate is variable and can increase by no more than 2 percentage points every 5 years with a lifetime maximum adjustment of 5%. Logix will pay loan 
origination and third-party fees, with some exceptions. Borrower is responsible to repay lender-paid closing costs if the loan is paid off within the first 36 months. 
Logix guarantees to close your loan by the date specified in the purchase contract, provided this date is 25 days from contract date and we have received a complete loan application and all requested documents. If the loan fails to close on time due to a delay by Logix, we 
will credit up to $2,000 of the buyer’s closing costs at time of funding. This offer only applies to purchase transactions that meet Logix’s lending guidelines, and may not be combined with other satisfaction guarantee offers.
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Sierra Canyon Opens New Athletic Fields 
and Reveals New Community Sign

Early in December, 
Councilman Mitchell 
Englander was proud 

to help cut the ribbon on the 
new athletic fields at Sierra 
Canyon School and unveil a 
new community sign donated 
to the Chatsworth community 
by the school. 
 This new fields and sign 
are just a few of the many 
improvements Sierra Canyon 
has done for the community 
including: new sidewalks and 
horse trail upgrades, improved 
traffic conditions and now 
two new athletic fields and a 
welcome sign. The new fields 
feature lighting for night games 
in soccer, football and lacrosse. 
 Together with the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council, he also unveiled the new “Welcome to Chatsworth” community 
sign off the 118 Freeway’s De Soto Avenue exit. The sign was made from materials found in Chatsworth and its style 
represents the Chatsworth heritage of the Old West. 
 “Thank you to the Sierra Canyon family for your dedication to the community and for your continued effort to 
make our Chatsworth community better,” he said.

Year In Review:

Neighborhood 
Council Guides 
Porter Ranch 
Development 

In 2014
The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council 

(PRNC) has made a significant impact on 
the community this year, while continuing 

to provide a forum for the community to tackle 
important issues facing the community.
 The PRNC began the year by expanding 
its outreach on every level to drive a record 
turnout for its winter election. Almost 
three times as many voters cast ballots as in 
the previous election. The PRNC actively 
outreaches to the community via Facebook, 
Twitter, eBlasts, and phone calls in addition 
to its fact filled website. Community members 
can keep up with what’s going on in Porter 
Ranch at: facebook.com/PorterRanchNC or 
by signing up for emails at prnc.org.
 In the months following the election the 
council welcomed six new board members.  
Together with the five board members still in 
service for their terms, the PRNC is poised to 
continue to advocate for Porter Ranch in 2015.
 
  *  *  *
 Among the council’s recent commercial 
development successes is advocating for 
expanded service at the Porter Ranch 
Starbucks, complete with wine, beer, and 
small plates of appetizers and desserts. The 
PRNC supported Starbucks’ request for an 
alcohol license in its newly expanded and 
remodeled store. The license was granted 
just this December 16, so patrons can expect 
to enjoy their evenings at Starbucks in the 
coming months. Also under construction is a 
new gas station and convenience store, which 
was supported by the council in 2011.
 The PRNC created a two forums to 
provide the community with information 
on the proposed oil drilling by the Termo 
Company in its Aliso Oil Drilling Project. The 
council filed a Community Impact Statement 
calling for an environmental impact report on 
the project and the Los Angeles City Council 
voted in agreement. The council made the same 
request of LA County Supervisor Antonovich. 
The decision by LA County is still pending.

  *  *  *
 The council took a leadership position 
on public accountability and transparency 
as the only neighborhood council to file a 
Community Impact Statement requesting 
a full public accounting of the $40 million 
donated by DWP ratepayers to the Joint 
Safety Institute and Joint Training Institute. 
In November the City Council agreed and 
voted for the first independent accounting of 
those organizations.
 Attending to matters close to home, 
the PRNC provided an opportunity for the 
community to meet the management of Toll 
Brothers, the new developer who purchased 
the Shapell homebuilding operation, and 
had over 400 people at a Town Hall on how 
the Local Control Funding Formula was 
negatively impacting our schools. 
 Hearing stakeholder concerns about 
street racing, the council invited Valley Traffic 
to report on steps they were taking to reduce 
street racing in Porter Ranch and provide 
action steps for residents. Further, the council 
requested assistance from Caltrans on beetle 
infested pine trees. Caltrans reported that they 
had removed 100 dead trees last year from 
alongside the 118, were removing the rest this 
fiscal year, and would replace the trees and 
restore irrigation in 2015.
  The Porter Ranch Neighborhood 
Council meets on the first Wednesday of the 
month, 6 pm at the Porter Ranch Community 
School, located at the corner of Sesnon Blvd. 
and Mason Ave. For more information please 
visit prnc.org. 
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REDEFINE

Trust

(818) 363-2273  |  www.prqualitycare.com

Walk-Ins Welcome.
Office Location:

19950 Rinaldi Street #100  |  Northridge, CA 91326
Corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive

Imagine a school where the student experience goes beyond 
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics 
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that 
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a 

challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious 
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect 
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a 
CAMPUS TOUR

Middle School  
818.363.8127

19800 Devonshire St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School  
818.347.8300

7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

www.chaminade.org

 

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.  
Setting the standard  for Catholic education.

What would you do in the midst of a dark and hopeless situation with no rescue in 
sight? How would you respond if oppressive forces did everything in their power 
to knock you down and break your spirit? Would you remain unbroken? 

I had the privilege of seeing an advanced screening of Unbroken, the incredible 
story of Louis Zamperini. The movie is adapted from Laura Hillenbrand’s bestselling 
novel, which I thoroughly enjoyed reading. When I was writing my book Walls Fall 
Down earlier this year about overcoming impossible obstacles like Joshua and the 
Israelites did at the battle of Jericho, I just had to share Louis Zamperini’s story. And 
when I heard a movie was being produced, I was so thrilled that even more people 
would become aware of his message of hope, faith, and redemption. 

In case you are not familiar with his story, Louis Zamperini was an Olympic 
distance runner and a lieutenant in World War II whose plane crashed 800 miles south 
of Hawaii in the middle of the Pacific Ocean in 1943. Perched on a raft with only two 
other survivors of the eleven people who had been on the doomed B-24, Louis was 
pushed to the limits of his will and resolve. He and his companions fought off sharks, 
survived thirst and starvation, and miraculously remained unscathed after enduring 
forty-five minutes of machine-gun fire by a Japanese bomber.

As they drifted for thousands of miles with no rescue in sight, God gave them glimmers 
of hope. One day they found a few chocolate bars in the pockets of the raft. When their bodies 
had become gaunt from near-fatal dehydration, merciful rain showers poured down water for 
them to drink. An albatross landed on Louis’s head, and he reached up slowly and caught it. 
The men feasted on the seabird like kings and then used its bones to fashion claws to catch the 
occasional fish that swam just beneath the surface of the water. Seeing the stars strewn across 
the night sky reminded Louis that God was still there. “When you reach the end of your rope 
and there’s nowhere else to turn . . . you’re going to look up,” Louis said later. He promised the 
Lord that if He got him through this, he would serve Him the rest of his life.

After 33 days at sea, crew member Francis McNamara died. On day 47, Louis Zamperini 
and fellow survivor Russell Allen Phillips were picked up by Japanese sailors. They were 
held in prison camps for more than two years where they were tortured viciously, injected 
with strange substances, and deprived of food. Somehow, the defiant American with an 
unbreakable spirit survived. When the Japanese surrendered and the war ended in 1945, 
Louis was released and reunited with his family.

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford  -  Shepherd of the Hills

After the Credits Roll:
Louis Zamperini's Incredible

Story of Redemption
BY

This is where the film ends, although a series of end cards explains 
how Louis suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder and became an 
alcoholic but eventually made good on his promise to serve the Lord. I understand that 
to dive into the second half of Louis Zamperini’s life would have turned a two-hour 
movie into a four-hour movie, but to me, his faith in Jesus is what allowed the war hero 
to become truly unbroken despite the horrors he endured. 

You see, back home in America, Louis received the Purple Heart and many other 
honors, but he suffered from severe PTSD, including haunting nightmares from his 
horrific experiences in Japan. He drank heavily to cope, and his marriage was crumbling. 
At the prompting of his wife, Louis attended a crusade in Los Angeles in 1949 where a 
young evangelist named Billy Graham shared the gospel. During the invitation, Louis 
remembered a prayer he had spoken on that little raft in the middle of the Pacific Ocean 
six years earlier, promising God, “If you save me, I will serve you forever.”

At the crusade, Louis stepped forward and gave his life to Christ and experienced 
a complete transformation. His marriage was restored and his nightmares never came 
back. One critic wrote, “I can’t understand how someone with severe PTSD could get 
over it in one night.” After hearing about the incredulous comment, Louis said with 
a laugh, “The fellow obviously doesn’t know his Bible. When you accept Christ, you 
become a new creation. Old things are gone.”

Louis forgave and made peace with his captors and went on to become an inspirational 
speaker who boldly shared about faith and forgiveness. Only through faith in Jesus can 
a person’s life be changed in such a dramatic way as Louis Zamperini’s was. His story 
teaches us that even when we are in the midst of a terribly hopeless situation, we need 
to look up! God’s light may start as a small glimmer of hope, but it will grow brighter in 
time and overpower the darkness.

It is through faith in Jesus that a person can forgive those who have wronged us 
unthinkable ways. It is through faith in Jesus that our souls find peace. It is through faith 
in Christ that we find victory over addictions and trauma. It is through this faith that we 
are healed and truly become unbroken. Praise God there is always more to the story! 

 Dudley Rutherford is the author of Walls Fall Down and the senior pastor of the 
10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los Angeles), California. You can connect 
with Dudley online at www.WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @pastordudley.
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Porter Ranch K-8 Community School with 924 API

TollBrothers.com

Affordable new  
luxury townhomes

From the mid-$400,000s 
(818) 993-1856

THE FINEST HOMES  
IN THE FINEST LOCATION

Open Every Day 10-5. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. CA BRE License No. 01206770.

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

NOW OPEN!
Single-family homes with  
spacious home designs.

From the low $1 millions  
(818) 727-0800

NOW OPEN!
Single-family homes offering  

new home designs.

From the upper $800,000s  
(818) 727-0077
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Garcetti Proposes Purchase of
7,000 Police Body Cameras 

Saying transparency is a key to public trust in the police department, Mayor Eric Garcetti announced 
he wants the city to purchase 7,000 body cameras to be worn by Los Angeles police officers.
 Garcetti said he plans to include funding for the cameras in his next budget proposal, and while 

negotiations are continuing, the cameras are expected to cost in the ``high single-digit million’’ dollars.
 He said he hopes to have the cameras by the end of the next fiscal year.
 The mayor said an initial round of more than 800 Taser Axon cameras will be provided to officers in 
the Central, Newton and Mission divisions early in 2015, with funding provided by roughly $1.5 million 
in private donations raised by Police Commission President Steve Soboroff.
 While the demand for body cameras has grown in response to outrage over the police shooting 
of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, Garcetti said he has been pushing for the devices for more 
than a year.
 ``These cameras will help law enforcement and the public alike find the truth - and truth is essential 
to the trust between the LAPD and the community, which has been a key factor in lower crime to record 
lows,’’ Garcetti said.
 President Barack Obama recently announced that he wants $263 million in federal funds to go 
toward training police officers and buying body cameras to be worn by law enforcement. The request 
came in the wake of protests over a grand jury’s decision not to indict the white police officer who killed 
Michael Brown, an unarmed, 18-year-old black man, in Ferguson, Missouri.
 Soboroff said the cameras would shield both residents and police officers, and their use in other 
cities have been known to reduce complaints against officers by as much as 80 percent.
 LAPD officials tested two brands of body cameras in recent months and recently chose the 
Taser body cameras, which are designed to be worn on the chest, over ones made by Coban, for use 
in the pilot program.
 The Police Commission is expected to consider policies for using the cameras early in early 
2015, Soboroff said.

Concussion
in Children 

 

By Jeffrey Nordella, MD

A     concussion is a traumatic brain injury that 
occurs when the brain strikes the inside of the 
hard skull with a sudden deceleration (hitting 

a wall) or acceleration (whiplash). The brain is made 
up of soft tissue and it is cushioned by blood and 
spinal fluid. Imagine a cube of ice floating in a glass of 
water. When you move the glass abruptly the cube hits 
the inside of the glass. This kind of movement of the 
brain can cause bruising or even bleeding. In a closed 
container like the skull this bleeding can compress 
the brain. Common ways to get a concussion are 
fights, falls, playground injuries, car or bike crashes. 
They also can occur in sports such as football, boxing, 
hockey, soccer, skiing and snowboarding. The 
symptoms can vary from mild to severe and one does 
not necessarily lose consciousness. Every year more 
than 400,000 kids in the US are sent to emergency 
departments for serious brain injuries.
 The symptoms fit into four main categories. 
Thinking and remembering problems may manifest 
as not being able to concentrate or remember new 
information. Kids may also not remember the injury 
itself (amnesia). The physical could be headache, 
dizziness, sensitivity to light, balance problems and, 
in severe cases, nausea and vomiting. Being nervous 
or anxious or being easily upset are examples of 
mood changes. Sleep patterns can be affected such 
as sleeping more than usual or having a hard time 
getting to sleep.
 
  *  *  *

 Young children can have the same symptoms as 
older children and adults. Very small children may 
incur an injury that nobody witnessed and cannot 
describe their symptoms often making it more 
difficult to diagnose a concussion. They may cry more 
than usual, be more easily upset than usual (temper 
tantrums), change the way they play, nurse, eat or 
sleep. Other clues are lack of interest in their favorite 
toys, loss of balance and trouble walking.
 These symptoms can last from a few minutes to 
a few weeks after the injury. All concussions cause 
some disruption to the brain and call for an exam by 
your child’s regular doctor and careful monitoring. 
Most concussions do not cause lasting damage 
although we all have heard about football player 
and boxers who have had multiple concussions 
resulting in permanent damage. The most well-
known concussions occur during sports. Students are 
playing at higher and higher levels of competition and 
the risks are elevated. Coaches and trainers should 
be aware of the symptoms and should keep a possible 
concussion victim out of play until a medical exam is 
done. A strict rule is that any player with a suspected 
concussion is not to play again that same day.
 
  *  *  *

 Most people who have a concussion will feel groggy 
and dazed for at least a little while. They may be shaky 
or dizzy if they try to walk or do normal activities right 
away. Many will have a headache that lasts for days. 
Anyone with these symptoms, and who may be at risk of 
having suffered a concussion, should be examined right 
away. The doctor will ask questions that may seem silly. 
He or she will look in the patient’s eyes and check reflexes 
and balance and perhaps do other tests. In severe cases 
a CAT scan (a special three-dimensional brain x-ray) 
may be ordered to determine if there is any bleeding 
inside the skull that could expand and put pressure on 
the brain, especially if the patient lost consciousness or 
is feeling quite sick in the emergency department. If the 
patient is discharged with a concussion the parents will 
receive a list of instructions which may include such 
things as to wake the child once or twice during the 
night to check their response.
 Returning to sports after a concussion depends 
on an individual medical assessment and follow-up 
exam. Some experts recommend Cognitive Rest for 
concussion. During recovery they allow easy reading, 
music at low volume, short visits with friends, and short 
periods on video games and computers. Patients should 
avoid loud music, sending or reading text messages, 
loud games with flashing lights, using computer for 
more than 30 minutes or watching action TV.
 Concussions can’t always be avoided but common 
sense measures can help reduce the likelihood and 
effects of accidents. Seat belts and booster seats in cars 
are now mandatory and wearing the proper headgear 
for football, skating, snowboarding, skiing, biking and 
other activities provides protection for both children 
and adults.
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The Other America – 
Soaring Way
Above Others

By Victor Davis Hanson

Germany’s first chancellor, Otto von Bismarck, supposedly once said 
that there was “a special providence for drunkards, fools and the 
United States of America.”

 Apparently, late 19th century observers could not quite explain 
how the U.S. thrived when by logic it should not. That paradox has 
never been more true than today.
 The U.S. government now owes more than $18 trillion in long-
term debt. Even after recent income tax hikes for the very wealthy and 
huge cuts in the defense budget, the Obama administration will still run 
an annual budget deficit of nearly $500 billion.
 No government official dares to trim Social Security or Medicare. 
Everyone knows that both programs are fiscally unsustainable.
 More than 11 million undocumented immigrants are residing in the 
U.S. as federal immigration law is reduced to a bothersome irritant. A 
record 92 million American citizens 16 and older are not working.
 Red-state and blue-state animosities reveal a nation more divided than 
at any time since the 1960s -- or perhaps the pre-Civil War 1850s.
 The permanent bureaucracy is awash in serial scandals. The IRS, VA, 
GSA, NSA, ICE and Secret Service have all deservedly lost the public trust.
 Congress suffers from overwhelming public disapproval. President 
Obama’s approval rating hovers just above 40 percent.
 Our new foreign policy could be characterized as managed decline. 
Three defense secretaries have retired or resigned under Obama. Two 
of them, Robert Gates and Leon Panetta, wrote memoirs in which they 
blasted the administration. From Russia to the Pacific to the Middle East, 

the world seems to be descending into the law of the jungle 
as the U.S. withdraws from its traditional role as a global 
overseer of the postwar order.
 The Michael Brown shooting illustrates seemingly 
irreconcilable racial divides not seen in 50 years. Al 
Sharpton once was seen as a social arsonist and tax 
delinquent. Now he appears to be the White House’s most 
influential advisor on racial matters.
 Student-loan debt has surpassed $1 trillion. Six years of 
college has become the new normal. Even then, more than a 
third of the students who enter college never graduate.
 In such a depressing American landscape, why is the 
United States doing pretty well?
 Put simply, millions of quiet, determined Americans get up 
every morning and tune out the incompetence and corruption 
of their government. They simply ignore destructive fads of 
popular culture. They have no time for the demagoguery of 
their politicians and the divisive rhetoric of social activists. 
Instead, these quiet Americans simply go to work, pursue 
their own talents, excel at what they do, and seek to take care 
of their families.
 The result of their singular expertise is that even in 
America’s current illness, the nation still soars above the 
global competition.

  *  *  *
 Only in America can you find the sort of innovation, 
talent, legal framework and can-do attitude needed to invent 
and refine hydraulic fracking and horizontal drilling. Just a 
few hundred thousand scientists, engineers, entrepreneurs, oil 
riggers and skilled craftsman have revived the once-ossified 
oil industry for 320 million Americans.
 The United States is not running out of fuels -- as was 
predicted over the last 20 years. It instead has become the 
largest gas-and-oil producer in the world.
 The epitaph for Silicon Valley is written each year. 
Its tech industry is copied the world over. Yet seemingly 
each year a new American technical innovation -- the 
laptop, Google, Facebook, the iPad, the iPhone -- sweeps the 
world. Apparently, American informality, meritocracy and 
top-flight engineering still draw global talent into Northern 
California, which sends back out the latest gadgets to be 
gobbled up by billions.
 Neither drought, nor needlessly cumbersome regulations, 
nor unfair trade practices have stalled American agriculture. 
The farms of the United States -- where less than 2 percent of 
the population resides -- have never turned out so much safe, 
nutritious and cheap food that is feeding the world and earning 
America hundreds of billions of dollars in foreign exchange.
 The U.S. military -- in which fewer than 1 in 100 Americans 
serve -- is facing record cuts. The Navy will have fewer ships 
than the American fleet of World War I. The Air Force and 
the Marine Corps are shrinking. Yet superb American forces 
continue to ensure that the United States and its allies remain 
safe. Neither Vladimir Putin’s Russia, nor the communist 
Chinese hierarchy, nor the Iranian theocrats are quite ready 
to take the on the U.S. military. All are rightly worried that to 
do so would be suicidal.
 America is not saved by our elected officials, bureaucrats, 
celebrities and partisan activists. Instead, just a few million 
hardworking Americans in key areas -- a natural meritocracy 
of all races, classes and backgrounds -- ignore the daily hype and 
chaos, remain innovative and productive, and dazzle the world.
 Victor Davis Hanson, a classicist and military historian, is 
a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and a recipient of the 
2007 National Humanities Medal.       -- Jewish World Review



January, 2015 For Advertising Rates, Visit www.evalleyvoice.com           Page 9

Hacking Sony? It's Near Treason
By Debra J. Saunders

The intelligence was obtained illegally. North Korea was revealed by the FBI to being behind the theft, and the 
threats succeeded in getting Sony to pull "The Interview." The hackers presented a threat to workers and their 
families. Foreign operatives likely were behind the document theft. Any news organizations that report this ill-

gotten information are, if not un-American, surely “morally treasonous and spectacularly dishonorable.”
 Are those the words of intelligence talking heads railing against National Security Agency leaker Edward 
Snowden? No, they are the thoughts of screenwriter and “Newsroom” creator Aaron Sorkin, who argued in 
The New York Times that news organizations should not print stories about purloined internal Sony corporate 
documents — replete with dirt on stars’ compensation, employee medical records and top execs’ emails, some 
with snarky racial references to President Barack Obama. The documents were extracted by a group that calls 
itself Guardians of Peace, which threatened to leak more Sony tidbits if the corporation goes through with its 
scheduled Christmas Day release of the comedy “The Interview,” about a CIA-inspired assassination plot against 
North Korean supreme leader Kim Jong Un.
 “You’re giving material aid to criminals,” Sorkin scolded. And: “First, salaries were published. Not by 
the hackers, but by American news outlets.” Sorkin directed more umbrage toward the “American journalists 
helping them” than he did toward the hackers, who reputedly are linked somehow to Pyongyang, the North 
Korean capital.
    *  *  *
 There is something precious about Sorkin’s outrage toward the Sony leaks. Sorkin notes that the Guardians 
of Peace have threatened Sony families. OK, the same can be said of a spate of national security leaks, which 
threaten to expose U.S. intelligence assets abroad.
 It says something about this country’s lack of seriousness that the Hollywood left can applaud hackers who 
purloin sensitive national security information but can find outrage after leaked emails reveal that Hollywood 
honchos — as opposed to tea party activists — can be racially insensitive. CNN’s Don Lemon confessed that he is 
“torn” about the Sony story. Lemon asked, “Do you want people gaining information that way?” How else does 
Lemon think this happens?
 Sorry. It’s hard to hit the brakes on the leak culture when it has run over so many nameless public servants 
in the intelligence community.
 For its part, Sony reacted with Washington-like heavy-handedness. The entertainment giant hired David 
Boies, the lawyer who represented Al Gore’s losing case on the 2000 Florida presidential vote recount. He shot 
off a letter to news outlets warning that the material is “stolen information,” that Sony does not consent to 
publication of hacked documents and that the corporation “will have no choice but to hold (them) responsible 
for any damage or loss arising from such use or dissemination by (them).”
 If Sony wants to win public sympathy, then its execs should be railing about the copious blood on Kim Jong 
Un’s hands. They could vow not to buckle to blackmail, be it from the henchmen of a North Korean despot or 
anonymous anarchistic hackers. They even could talk about the ugliness of information theft.
 Instead, Sony hired a big-shot lawyer to repeat the thought of every Hollywood biggie treated like a civilian: 
Don’t you know who I am?                                                        
    

© 2014 Creators Syndicate

CityWatch LA

Why Does LAX Feel Like
a Cross Between a

Rundown Bus Station
and a Refugee Camp?

By Ron Rapp

Los Angeles International has long been the Rodney Dangerfield of 
airports. It gets no respect—and with good reason. Dated, 
overcrowded, and inefficient, LAX’s primary redeeming 

characteristic is the mild Southern California weather. When J.D. 
Power & Associates rated LAX as the third-worst airport in the U.S. 
in 2010, many Angelenos probably assumed there was a mistake and 
asked themselves: “Two airports are lower on the list?” 
 I’ve experienced LAX as a professional charter pilot and an ordinary 
passenger for more than a third of a century. And so I’ve squirreled away 
more than one LAX horror story. It’s not uncommon to fly my aircraft 
from Van Nuys (home to a huge general aviation airport) to LAX in five 
minutes—and then spend the next hour (or more) crawling those last 
few feet from the runway to the terminal in a long line of jets. Believe me, 
regardless of which side of the cockpit door you’re on, LAX is no fun. 
 Of course, most major airports—think La Guardia, Hartsfield, JFK, 
McCarran—seem like crosses between rundown bus stations and urban 
refugee camps, with masses of downtrodden travelers being herded to 
and fro by security apparatchiks and airline employees who’ve “had it 
up to here.” So why is it so bad? LAX, and other major U.S. airports, look 
and feel so bad because they suffer from the same affliction: a national 
lack of runway capacity. 
 To grasp what’s truly behind the gridlock and delays that mark 
any authentic LAX experience, one must understand that airports are 
to airplanes as roads are to cars. Merely expanding the existing roads 
isn’t enough to make real change. That’s why all the usual fixes we 
see proposed for LAX—like adding a terminal or gates, or extending 
runways—won’t fix the airport any more than widening the 405 freeway 
through the Sepulveda Pass will alleviate West L.A. traffic jams. 
 Since we face a larger, more serious, and profoundly national 
infrastructure problem—a shortage of runways and airports—soliciting 
opinions on a solution for LAX is like asking how to fix a problematic train 
station when the entire system of tracks and switches is malformed. 
 Our airport is but one piece of an aviation infrastructure that has been 
allowed to shrink and decay most in the very areas where more capacity is 
needed. In other words, LAX is so overcrowded and sclerotic because no 
new airport capacity—here or elsewhere—is being developed. You wouldn’t 
expect to repair a clogged drain by allowing more water to back up in the 
sink, but for some reason we use that logic when it comes to airports. 
 Reliever airfields—airports that provide additional capacity to an 
area when the primary commercial airport is overburdened—have been 
shuttered throughout the LA area over a period of decades and now 
we’re seeing the result. Did you know that Inglewood, Huntington Park, 
Gardena, Culver City, and many other Los Angeles towns once hosted 
their own airports? Almost all of them are now gone, and those which 
remain have allowed residential and commercial development to encroach 
on the field to the point where any further expansion is impossible. Take 
a look at Santa Monica, Hawthorne, Compton, Whiteman, or virtually 
any other small airport in the Los Angeles area. 
 Long ago, when our population was a tiny fraction of what it is 
today, Los Angeles had a couple dozen active airports. But as the number 
of residents has risen, the airport count has fallen. It’s the exact opposite 
of what should be happening. Today, one of LAX’s primary relievers for 
general aviation traffic, Santa Monica Airport, is under threat of closure. If 
that happens, where do you suppose those airplanes will land? 
       (Ron Rapp captains a Gulfstream IV-SP for one of L.A.’s largest charter 
companies. He’s also an aerobatic instructor and aircraft owner whose 7,000-
plus hours have encompassed everything from experimental aircraft to crop 
dusting to tumbling through the air in his Pitts biplane. This piece was published 
originally atZocaloPublicSquare.org … connecting people and ideas.)



3 Ways to Achieve Your 
Fitness Goals in 2015

By Pastor Josh Merrill

E ach New Year begins the same way for many of us. We outline our goals to become happier and healthier, 
and we muster up a fiery determination to stick to these resolutions more successfully than in years 
past. But right around the end of February, something goes awry. Maybe it’s all the Valentine’s Day 

chocolates that throw us off our game. Or maybe some of us are so sad about football season being over that 
we lose the will to eat right and exercise. Whatever the reason, it is estimated that just eight to 12 percent of 
people stick to their New Year’s resolutions.
 As a former professional athlete and the sports pastor at Shepherd Church here in Los Angeles, I am 
passionate about the physical and spiritual aspects of life. I want to see people succeed in their goals to 
become physically active, lose weight, and benefit from the fellowship and camaraderie of team sports. In 
nearly 10 years of running Shepherd Sports and over 30 years of being active in sports, here are three keys 
I have found that help people achieve long lasting results:
 1. Choose something you enjoy – Fitness centers are packed with people in January, but not everyone 
is a gym person. Not everyone likes the monotony of the treadmill or the stair climber or that rubbery gym 
smell. That’s probably why you’ll find that the gym is not quite so congested a couple of months into the 
year. In order to stick with your fitness goals, you have to find something you love. If the gym is not for you, 

try hiking, running, walking, surfing, boot 
camp classes, or team sports. At Shepherd 
Sports, we offer many of these programs. 
For example, we have boot camp classes, 
coed softball, and men’s basketball leagues 
starting this month, and in February, we 
have coed volleyball and youth basketball 
clinics. Visit www.ShepherdSports.org to 
learn more.
 2. Fellowship and accountability – 
Whether you’re trying to kick a bad 
habit or reach a personal goal, you are 
more likely to be successful if you have 
the accountability of at least one other 
person—someone who will ask you about 
your progress and encourage you, or 
someone who will actually join you as you 
walk toward the same objective. The Bible 
says, “Two are better than one, because 
they have a good return for their labor: 
If either of them falls down, one can help 
the other up” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). At 
Shepherd Sports, we have a hiking group, 
a run/walk group, a road and mountain 
biking group, and a golf club that meets 
year round. These groups continue to 
grow because they are filled with positive, 
encouraging people who share the same 
passion for the sport. 
 3. Set reasonable goals – It has been said 
that a dream without a plan is just a wish. 
In order to stick with your resolutions in 
2015, take a moment to sit down and write 
out a specific plan. What kinds of things 
will you do each day to work toward your 
goal? For example, if it’s your desire to lose 
weight, you might write down, “Eliminate 
processed foods, ask Judy or John to be 
my accountability partner, and exercise 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday after 
work.” If it’s your desire to get stronger 
or run in a marathon this spring, you 
might write down, “Sign up for boot camp 
classes and train with the run/walk group 
on Saturday mornings.”  Or, “By March, 
I want to be able to do 30 pushups, 100 sit-
ups, and run one mile in 10 minutes.” Post 
your plan somewhere you will see it daily 
to remind you. 
 I hope these tips have encouraged you 
today for a successful new year. Shepherd 
Sports would love to come alongside you 
as you work toward your goals. We have 
programs and leagues for both children 
and adults, and our emphasis is on 
honoring God through all we do. Everyone 
is welcome to join us! Visit our website 
(www.ShepherdSports.org) to discover 
all the different activities we have to offer. 
Here’s to a healthy 2015!

LOCAL Events
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Deadline for Non-Profits
   Please submit very brief local events, space is limited, by 
the 20th, for the following month. 
Send word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.

Rachel Reiter, 
Local Events CoordinatorThe Valley Voice is published every 

last Tuesday of the Month.

E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

Financial Peace University
 Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University nine-week course will 
be held at Shepherd of The Hills, 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch 
beginning Tuesday, January 6 at 6:30 PM. Lessons include budgeting, 
relationships and money, getting out of debt, saving for emergencies and 
investing. Contact Rick Kasel at (818)831-9333 for more information or to 
register.

Chatsworth Book Club
 The monthly Chatsworth Library Book Club meets the first Wednesday 
of the month at 21052 Devonshire St. The next meeting which will be on 
January 7 at 1:00 pm will include an “Open Forum” in which participants 
will share information about a book they think will be of interest to others. 
For more information call (818)341-4276.

Snow Fest and Health Fair
 The YMCA Snow Fest and Health Fair on Saturday, Jan. 10 is free for 
the family and will take place from 10 a.m. – 1 p. m. at the Y, 11336 Corbin 
Avenue in Porter Ranch. A choral concert, Disney Live, performed by the 
Y’s Children’s Vocal Performance group, will also take place at 10 a.m., and 
tickets are $5/person. For more information, contact Bryson Atkins at the 
YMCA, 818-271-5054 or brysonatkins@ymcala.org.

SFV Youth Chorus
 The San Fernando Valley Youth Chorus will begin its spring 2015 season 
with a Meet n Greet and sing along on Sunday, January 11 from 3-5 p.m. at 
the Canoga Park United Methodist Church.  Music Directors Jim Raycroft 
and Amy Wolniak will work with children on vocal placement while parents 
hear about registration and the Spring season timeline and performances.  
For information, contact Sue Saper, administrator, at 818 212 9356, or e-mail: 
info@valleyyouthchorus.org.

Battle of the Badges
 Join LAPD Valley Traffic Division in their 9th Annual Battle of the 
Badges in support of the American Red Cross Blood Drive event  on 
Thursday, January 15, 10:30 am – 4:45 pm at Valley Traffic Parking Lot 
– Bloodmobile, 7870 Nollan Place in Panorama City. To schedule your life-
saving appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: 
BadgeSoCal or contact Antoinette Vasquez atv8852@lapd.lacity.org. 

Book Sale
 The Friends of the Chatsworth Library are holding a used book sale on 
Saturday, January 17 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm at the library’s Community 
Room located at 21052 Devonshire St. Paperback books: $0.50. Hardcover 
books: $1. Go to http://laplchatsworthfriends.org for more information.

CSUN’s Open University Program
 The community is invited to enroll in academic-credit courses at 
California State University, Northridge through CSUN’s Open University 
program.  Registration for Spring 2015 starts Jan. 20, the first day of weekday 
classes.  Community members may enroll in a class on a space-available basis, 
with the instructor’s permission, so long as they meet course prerequisites.  
The campus is located at 18111 Nordhoff Street. For more information visit 
http://openuniversity.csun.edu .

West Hills Half Marathon
 Join Elite Sports California and Fitness Helps Humanity in providing 
the Alzheimer’s Association with a gift by participating in the West Hills 
Half Marathon on Saturday, January 25, 6:30 am at Crossfit West Hills and 
Function First Fitness, 23231 Saticoy St. For more information please call 
(818) 438-2129 or e-mailcontact@FitnessHelpsHumanity.com. 

Used Book Sale
 The Friends of the Granada Hills Library will host a two-day used 
book sale on Friday, January 23, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM; and Saturday, 
January 24, also from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  The sale will take place in the 
library’s community room at 10640 Petit Ave. The library phone number is 
818-368-5687.

Oakridge Estate’s Anniversary
 Please join Friends of Oakridge in celebration of the Five Year Anniversary 
of the purchase of the 9.5 acre estate from USC. Celebrate by being a guest 
at one of the 2015 public tours tentatively scheduled for spring and fall or 
participate in a private group tour with your local civic organization. To be 
notified of upcoming tours, events and activities via email, join the Oakridge 
Estate contact list by visiting the website at www.theoakridgeestate.org or 
email Friends at info@theoakridgeestate.org.

Help Mr. Snook Campaign
 Mickey Snook, a beloved History teacher at Frost Middle School has 
been diagnosed with Stage 4 Brain Cancer. He has four children including 
little Cameron who is 3-years-old. Mickey is the breadwinner for the family. 
Friends and family have set up a charity website to try to create a nest egg 
as they go through this terrible time: www.youcaring.com/MrMickeySnook. 
The students at neighboring Van Gogh Elementary are holding a t-shirt 
campaign in honor of Mr. Snook at Van Gogh Elementary and online at www.
HelpMrSnook.com.
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LA Crushed by the 
Sales Tax Burden

By Clinton Galloway

W e all recognize the need for taxes to be paid by citizens in order for the 
government to properly function. This is not something new and is one of 
the three sure things in life. The burden of who taxes fall upon is one of the 

great questions the government and the citizens must face. 
 In almost every jurisdiction in California, including the City of Los Angeles, sales taxes have increased over 
the past 10 years. Some increases have amounted to as much as 20%. Sales taxes are known as regressive taxes. 
Simply put, regressive taxes are those with a higher burden upon the lower income than the higher income. 
 Local governments, including the city Los Angeles, continue to try to increase sales taxes in order to fulfill 
the basic functions of government. The increase in sales taxes is fundamentally taking money from lower income 
families in order to fulfill the political aspirations of those in office. In Los Angeles part of the taxes are used to 
provide hundreds of millions of dollars to billionaire real estate developers.  Such excuses as the need to fix our 
streets and sidewalks are put forth as alleged justification for taxing those who do not even own cars. 
 Income tax is known as a progressive tax. That means that the burden of the tax is borne by the higher 
incomes at a higher level than the lower incomes. Any discussion of increasing the income tax on those with 
higher incomes is met with swift and vehement opposition from politicians who claim that even slight increases 
in the income tax would be detrimental to the overall economy. Generally those who make the loudest noise are 
those who received large contributions from high-income people. 
 While income taxes for the higher incomes have decreased dramatically over the past three decades, sales 
taxes over the same period of time have increased rapidly. With millions of the working poor being subjected 
to increased sales taxes, the increased taxation upon those in poverty is a travesty. The middle-income taxpayer 
pays the highest percentage of his income in taxes than any other group in the United States. 

      *  *  *
 If you spent $3000 this holiday season, you paid approximately $300 in sales taxes alone. You will still pay 
income taxes in the spring based upon the income you 
made during the year. When these two taxes are added 
you will find that the rich pay less taxes as a percentage of 
income than the middle class. Does that seem fair to you? 
It does not seem fair to me. 
 The payment of real estate taxes is another example 
of the disproportionate taxation of the middle class. Those 
who own their properties longer pay less taxes than those 
who are purchasing the property now. Accordingly a 
mansion worth $10 million could be paying less taxes than 
a person who bought a home recently for $500,000. In 
California this is known as Proposition 13.  The effects of 
Proposition 13 have their benefits also, such as restricting 
a person from being taxed out of their own home. This 
factor is important for those who retire on a fixed income 
and need to be protected from the outrageous actions of 
government in increasing taxes. 
 Warren Buffett, one of the richest men in America, 
has been outspoken in his criticism of a tax system that 
allows the rich to pay less property taxes than the poor. 
Let us not delude ourselves into believing that all persons 
who have higher incomes don’t believe that they should 
pay slightly higher taxes. 
 As a CPA, I do not support substantially higher tax 
brackets for anyone in our society, including the superrich. 
They earn their money and they are entitled to keep the 
majority of it. While the government continues to spend 
a higher percentage of the gross national product each 
year, there is little justification that the average citizen is 
benefiting from this increased spending. 
 Government spending is out of control. It is out 
of control because no one puts limits on what is spent 
and there is no true competitive bidding for services 
the government provides. The cost of defense and 
incarceration of citizens are two areas that must be 
changed, since they are more discretionary than Social 
Security. Taxation by the government must be watched 
closely and balanced with its excessive spending.
 (Clinton Galloway is the author of the fascinating book 
“Anatomy of a Hustle: Cable Comes to South Central LA”.)   

THE VALUE OF MAN
I ask myself the question,

what is the value of each person?
My answer to all.

I respect each person.
I learn from each.

Each one is valuable to me.
When one behaves

in a way different from me,
that person does me a favor.

That behavior shows me
what I want to be,

what I don’t want to be.
I respect each person.

I learn from each.
Each one is valuable to me.

© Norman Molesko. 2009
An Ambassador For Seniors
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:  
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the  
Northridge Mall

9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324

818-717-1740

“Se Habla Español”

COMING 
LATE 2014
SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705 

BURBANK
East of the 5  
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303  

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

HAWTHORNE
East of 405, 
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of  
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829  

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long 
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10, 
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980       

MONTCLAIR         
Located South  
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420  

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place 
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052  

SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663 

SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663 

SANTA CLARITA
Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club  
& Super Walmart 
26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200 

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386  

WEST COVINA
Located in the  
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

NOW OPEN!

On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card made 12/30/2014 to 01/05/2015. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional 
purchase is not paid in full within 20 Months. Minimum Monthly Payments required. *See back page for details.
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On purchases with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore credit card from 12/30/2014 to 01/05/2015. Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. 
Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase. ††See back page for details.

20 NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 20 MONTHS*

NO DOWN PAYMENT • NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

MONTHS
P
L
U
S10% OFF‡ 60 NO INTEREST††

NO DOWN PAYMENT 
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

MONTHS

NEW YEAR'S 
CELEBRATION 

HURRY IN! SALE 

ENDS MONDAY, 

JANUARY 5TH

AT 9PM!

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, 
#1 IN AMERICA, 23 

LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE 

YOU!

20% OFF‡

7 DAYS ONLY

or

‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models, clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, 
delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge Furniture LLC. and Rockledge LLC., many times have multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing 
specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item 
exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply. Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% 
Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned 
and operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: December 30, 2014. Expires: January 05, 2015.

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 20 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase date. Depending on purchase amount, 
promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.

§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

††Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture HomeStore does not require any money down except sales tax and delivery charges if the purchase is made with your Ashley Furniture HomeStore Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal 
monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full.  The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be 
required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases.  For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional 
purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval. 

#1 IN CALIFORNIA, #1 IN AMERICA, 
23 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!


