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LA Observed

Uber’s Free Ride
Could be Coming
to the End

By Kevin Roderick
alifornia’s labor commissioner has ruled in favor of a Bay
Area Uber driver that she is an employee of the company,
not an independent contractor as Uber claims of its drivers.
This changes everything for Uber’s business model, LA Times
business columnist Michael Hiltzik writes. The ruling found that
Uber retains too much control over drivers, and their labor too
basic to the business model, for Uber to get away with no paying
their expenses and complying with standard California rules
such as overtime pay.
“Sharing economy” firms like the car services Uber and Lyft
have always been based on something of a sham: the idea that the
drivers are working for themselves, not for the bosses.
That concept is so alluring, on the surface, that it has spread
to house cleaners, launderers, delivery persons - you name it. But
it’s fundamentally false, and the California office of the labor
commissioner blew a big hole in it.
It may also have blown a hole in Uber’s venture capital
valuation, which was last quoted at about $50 billion.
In March, U.S. District Judge Edward M. Chen called
Uber’s claim to be a technology company first “fatally flawed in
numerous respects….Uber does not simply sell software; it sells
rides. Uber is no more a ‘technology company’ than Yellow Cab
is a ‘technology company’ because it uses CB radios to dispatch
taxi cabs.”

C

“We Are America”
A

n American is English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German,
Spanish, Polish, Russian, Israeli, Filipino, Mexican, African,
Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Australian, Canadian,
Armenian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, Pakistani, Iraqi, or Afghan.
An American may also be a Comanche, Cherokee, Osage,
Blackfoot, Navajo, Apache, Seminole, or one of the many other tribes
known as Native Americans.
An American is Christian, or Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim. In
fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan. The only
difference is that in America, they are free to worship as each of them
chooses.
An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that they
will answer only to G-d, not to the government, or to armed thugs
claiming to speak for the government and for G-d.
An American lives in the most prosperous land in history of the
world. They live in Porter Ranch, Northridge, Chatsworth, Granada
Hills, and thousands of other cities, states, towns and communities.
The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of
Independence, which recognizes the G-d given right of each person to
the pursuit of happiness.
An American is generous… Americans have helped out just
about every other nation in the world in their time of need, never
asking a thing in return. In economic slowdowns, in what our nation
faces today, Americans help Americans.
The national symbol of America, the statue of Liberty, welcomes
your tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your teeming shores,
the homeless, tempest tossed. These in fact are the people who built
America.
Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of
September 11, 2001, earning a better life for their families. It’s been told
that the World Trade Center victims were from at least 30 different
countries, cultures, and first languages, including those that aided and
abetted the terrorists.
Americans are not a particular people from a particular place,
but are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone who
holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American.

GOP Racing Form: Parsing the
Crowded Field of Contenders

T

By Charles Krauthammer

he Republican nominating race is a mess: a strong field, but with a dozen declared candidates and a halfdozen more to come, we need a bouncer to keep order.
I’ve given myself the job. Rope lines separate the four categories.

(A) Top tier.

1. Jeb Bush. Solid, no sizzle. Sizzle may be in less demand than eight years ago, but his inability to
separate from the pack, his recent campaign shake-up and his four-day stumble over Megyn Kelly’s “knowing
what we know now” Iraq question have given even his supporters pause. Nonetheless, a bulging war chest, a
fine gubernatorial record and a wide knowledge of domestic issues guarantee top-tier staying power.
Chances: 25 percent.
2. Scott Walker. Maintains a significant lead in Iowa and it’s more than just a Wisconsinite’s favoriteson advantage. He’s got a solid governing record, has raised respectable money and has gone almost errorless for
more than a month. One caveat: His major wobble on immigration threatens his straight-shooter persona.
Chances: 25 percent.
3. Marco Rubio. Good launch, steady follow-up. With his fluency in foreign affairs, he’s benefited
the most from President Obama’s imploding foreign policy. Polls well, but with seven or so within the margin
of error, the important question is less “Who do you support?” than “Who could you support?” (measuring
general acceptability). Rubio leads all with 74 percent. The New York Times’ comical attempts to nail him on
driving (four citations in 18 years — “Arrest that man!”) and financial profligacy (a small family fishing boat
— a “dream dinghy,” says a friend of mine — characterized as a “luxury speedboat”) only confirm how much
the Democrats fear his prospects.
Chances: 35 percent.

(B) Polls well, but can’t win.

4. Rand Paul. Fought a principled, if hyperbolic, fight on metadata collection and privacy rights, but his
ambivalent national-security posture alienates many in the GOP base. Consistently ranks among the leaders in
the polls and is the most successful libertarian ever, but libertarianism is still far from becoming a governing
or majority persuasion. High floor, low ceiling.
5. Ben Carson. Ditto. Broadly popular, but major rookie problems. His national finance chairman,
deputy campaign manager and general counsel have all resigned within the past month. And while Obama
showed that rookies can win, we haven’t elected a nonpolitician since 1952 — and that guy won World War II.

(C) Second tier, with a chance to jump.

6. Ted Cruz. Candidate on the cusp. Has the best chance to join the leaders. Only 16 percent “would never
vote for.” His claimed $40 million raised (campaign plus super PACs) suggests a serious presence throughout
the early contests at least.
Chances: 5 percent.
7. John Kasich. My personal long-shot wild card. Jack Kemp on steroids, a bleeding-heart conservative,
articulate and voluble, but somewhat less disciplined than Kemp. Which can be a problem. It’s entertaining
when he says, “I’m not going to have Bush money; Wells Fargo doesn’t have Bush money,” but not when
implying that if your policies don’t match his on the Kasich compassion index, you have no heart.
Chances: 3 percent.
8. Carly Fiorina. Has proved strong and steady on the campaign trail. The question is: Can you reach
enough of Iowa and New Hampshire with just a car and a clipboard? To jump, she needs to get into the debates.
But to get into the debates, she needs to jump (to the top 10 in the polls). Catch-22.
Chances: 2 percent.

(D) Second tier, in need of a miracle.

9. Rick Perry. Energetic launch. Spoke well, looked good. He’s learned that you don’t run for president
(Continued on page 4)
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DWP Ratepayers
Ripped Off By Bureau of
Sanitation and City Hall
By Jack Humphreville

L

ast month, under the guise of “mutual benefits,” the Board of Commissioners
of our Department of Water and Power approved a Memorandum of
Agreement with Department of Public Works / Bureau of Sanitation where
DWP will invest $15 million of Ratepayer cash in five stormwater capture
projects in the San Fernando Valley. These projects, consisting of dry wells,
bioswales and infiltration galleries, are designed to capture almost 500 acre feet
of stormwater a year, enough water to serve over 1,000 households.
But this Agreement stinks because it is does not make economic sense for
DWP and the Ratepayers.
The $15 million investment for 500 acre feet of water a year represents
a capitalized cost of $30,000 per acre foot, a price that exceeds the going rate
for water rights of $10,000 by almost three times. It is more than 50 times the
current cost of $582 per acre foot charged by the Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California for full service, untreated Tier 1 water. It even exceeds
the capital costs for desalinated water by a hefty premium.
The annual debt service (interest and principal) on the $15 million
investment over the next thirty years is more than $3,000 per acre foot of water.
This is even higher than the projected cost of MWD water in thirty years! And
it does not include any operating, maintenance, or transport costs for DWP.  
Sanitation claims that it is investing $15 million, an amount equal to DWP’s
cash investment.  
Baloney.  
Rather, Sanitation is putting up very little, if any, upfront cash. Sanitation’s
“investment” includes charges of $3 million for a 10% Design Fee and a 10%
Construction Management Fee and $12 million in Operation and Maintenance
Costs spread over the next 30 years.
Underlying this City Hall orchestrated rip off of the Ratepayers are
the efforts by our Elected Elite to offload the financial burden of the City’s
multibillion dollar Stormwater Master Plan onto DWP and the Ratepayers.
But DWP and the Ratepayers are not responsible for the “mutual benefits”
associated with stormwater runoff, flood control, peak flow attenuation of the
Los Angeles River and it tributary streams, or the quality of the water that
flows into Santa Monica Bay. Rather, these obligations are the responsibility
of the Bureau of Sanitation, the Department of Public Works, the City of Los
Angeles, and ultimately, the City’s General Fund.  
			
*		
*		
*
While City Hall and the environmental community are touting the
many “mutual benefits” associated with this Agreement, including those for
Recreation and Parks and Mayor Garcetti’s Great Streets initiative, DWP’s
allocation must be based on benefits received.
In the case of DWP and the Ratepayers, benefit based funding implies an
investment of no more than $5 million, or about $10,000 an acre foot. As a
result, the City needs to pony up at least $10 million.  
Unfortunately, this one sided Agreement is part of the strategy to stick it to
Ratepayers as Herb Wesson and Eric Garcetti are fearful of asking the City’s
skeptical voters for a massive tax increase to fund its Stormwater Capture
Master Plan.  
This bogus Agreement between Sanitation and DWP is just another rip
off of the Ratepayers, adding to the lack of trust and confidence in Mayor
Eric Garcetti, City Council President Herb Wesson and the rest of the
fiscally irresponsible City Council, the politically appointed DWP Board of
Commissioners, and the Ratepayers Advocate.
Rather than proceeding with this ill-conceived Agreement, DWP and the
Board of Commissioners need to deep six this financially flawed arrangement
and start over, beginning with the concept that DWP and the City need to
respect the Ratepayers and their hard earned money. Otherwise, there will
be major problems in November of 2016 as Ratepayers will flat out reject any
proposed tax increases by the City, County, and State.
							
- CityWatch
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Northridge McDonald's Sued

S

even former employees of a McDonald’s restaurant in Northridge are suing the company,
alleging they were fired because they were over 40.
The six women and one man filed suit in Los Angeles Superior Court against McDonald’s
Restaurants of California Inc. The complaint alleges age discrimination, wrongful termination and
intentional infliction of emotional distress. The suit seeks unspecified damages.
A McDonald’s representative did not comment immediately to an email.
According to the complaint, the plaintiffs were “hard-working restaurant workers whose careers
ended abruptly as part of their employer’s deliberate and unlawful scheme to replace them with a
substantially younger workforce.”
The alleged plan to rid the Parthenia Street restaurant of older workers began with the hiring of
new manager Maria Contreras in 2012, the suit alleges. She cut the hours of older workers and denied
them the chance to take their rest breaks on time, according to the lawsuit.
When Contreras’ alleged attempts to force the older workers to quit by marginalizing them was
not successful, she took advantage of a remodeling of the restaurant that began in December 2013 to
pursue her goals, the suit states. She said selected younger employees would be transferred to other
McDonald’s restaurants during the renovation and that those who were not selected could re-apply
later at the Parthenia Street location, the suit states.
					
*		
*		
*
“In the weeks leading up to the renovation, Contreras expressly declared her intention to staff the
Parthenia restaurant with a younger, English-speaking workforce,” the suit states.
After the renovation, none of the plaintiffs were offered their old jobs back, the suit alleges.
One plaintiff, 52-year-old Josefina Rosario Flores, began working at McDonald’s in July 2003
and was a cook, drive-through employee and maintenance worker, the suit states. After Flores
- who was unmarried and supported herself financially - asked Contreras to be one of those sent
to another restaurant while the Parthenia location was renovated, Contreras responded that
she only wanted “puro gente joven”- meaning only young people - and that she “did not want old
people to staff the Parthenia restaurant,” the suit states.
Another plaintiff, 63-year-old Celia Zamora, was hired by McDonald’s in March 1996 and worked
in food preparation and cleaning, the suit states. She had a “pristine disciplinary record” and was
never written up during her time with the company, the suit states.
However, Zamora also was not offered a transfer during the Parthenia renovation nor was she
rehired when it was completed, the suit states.
“Instead, McDonald’s would ultimately recognize Zamora’s loyalty and many years of service by
firing her,” the suit states.
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The Meaning of Charleston
By Larry Elder

A

lmost immediately after a white killer gunned down nine black worshippers at a
historic church in Charleston, South Carolina, out came the politics.
On the Capitol grounds in Columbia flies the battlefield flag of Gen. Robert
E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, often erroneously called the “Confederate flag.”
Right after the shooting, calls came for the flag’s removal. South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley, until now, had defended the compromise that moved the flag in 2000 from the
Capitol dome, where it had flown since 1962, to a nearby Confederate soldier memorial
on the statehouse grounds.
The killer did not pull out a Confederate flag and use it to kill people. He used a .45.
Also, he had flags of apartheid South Africa and separatist Rhodesia. Ban them, too?
President Barack Obama took the opportunity to make the case for additional gun
control legislation. “We don’t have all the facts,” he said, “but we do know that once
again, innocent people were killed in part because someone who wanted to inflict harm
had no trouble getting their hands on a gun.”
OK, now that Obama mentions it, suppose one or more of the churchgoers had
been armed? South Carolina is one of 40 states that allow citizens to carry a concealed
weapon on a “shall issue” basis, meaning that as long as you pass that state’s basic
qualification requirements — things like age, training, no criminal history, etc. — the
state will not deny you a permit to carry a concealed weapon.
				
*		
*		
*
Permit holders, however, cannot bring a firearm to a “house of worship.” Whether
the confessed Charleston killer, Dylann Roof, knew this, we don’t know. We do know
that one of Roof’s friends said Roof wanted to attack a local college. But, according to
the friend, Roof switched targets because of the security around the school. If the school
security deterred the killer, might allowing concealed carry in a “house of worship”
have a similar effect?
How about we spend a little time on whether someone could have and should have
said something to someone? Roof apparently told people of his intentions to start a
“race war” — and at least some friends knew he possessed a .45.
Obama said the tragedy reminds us “we’ve got a lot of work to do.” He spoke of the
1963 church bombing in Birmingham, Alabama, where four black girls were killed and
nearly two dozen people wounded.
But the differences between Birmingham in 1963 and Charleston in 2015 are
staggering.
In 1963, Birmingham was home to one of the most virulent chapters of the
KKK. Bombings of black properties were so frequent people referred to the city as
“Bombingham.” In fact, this church bombing was the third bombing to take place in
that city since its public schools were forcibly desegregated just 11 days earlier.
Bull Connor, the commissioner of public safety, infamously sicced dogs and turned
water hoses on civil rights workers. The governor, George Wallace, once stood in
front of the state Capitol and shouted, “Segregation now, segregation tomorrow and
segregation forever.” The FBI was led by J. Edgar Hoover, who believed the civil rights
movement was communist-inspired. Reportedly, the FBI knew fairly soon who had
committed the bombing but sat on the information. It took decades before all of those
involved were brought to justice. That was 1963.
				
*		
*		
*
Today the U.S. attorney general is a black woman, the second consecutive black
person to hold the position. She called for a federal investigation of the Charleston
shooting. South Carolina’s governor is Nikki Haley, a woman of Indian descent. One
of the state’s U.S. senators is a black man, Tim Scott, the first black person from the
South to serve in the Senate since four years after Reconstruction. Charleston’s popular
mayor has held the job for four decades and is respected by both black and white
communities.
Does the racist Charleston killer represent a growing, threatening underbelly of
American racism?
In 1969, Charles Manson, like the Charleston killer, wanted to start a “race war.”
Over the course of two nights, he ordered the murder of seven people. And Manson
had a “family” of followers. The Charleston killer complained that he could recruit no
help. Did we launch into a national soul search over whether Manson represented white
racism? No, we placed him in the category of murderous, evil deviant — the same place
to put the Charleston killer.
In 1960, 60 percent of Americans said they would “never” vote for a black president.
In 2008, America elected a black man as president of the United States. A 2006 Los
Angeles Times/Bloomberg poll found that only 4 percent of Democratic voters and 3
percent of Republican voters would not vote for a black president. Obama got a greater
share of the “white vote” than even John Kerry did in 2004. Was Kerry a victim of
racial discrimination?
This is not your grandfather’s America.
(Larry Elder is a best-selling author and local radio talk-show host.)

The Church Shooter and
Capital Punishment
By Debra J. Saunders

I

t is fitting, if late, that South Carolina’s political leaders seem ready to evict the Confederate
flag from the grounds of their state Capitol in response to the vile shooting that left nine
African-Americans dead in Charleston’s Emanuel AME Church. In a news conference
while flanked by Democrats and fellow Republicans, Gov. Nikki Haley noted that many in the
Palmetto State see the Confederate flag as a tribute to their Southern roots but said, “Today
we are here in a moment of unity in our state, without ill will, to say it’s time to move the flag
from the Capitol grounds.” She urged state lawmakers to act.
Haley is also right about another way to demonstrate her state’s outrage. She told NBC’s
“Today” show, “We will absolutely ... want him to have the death penalty.”
Charleston Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr., opposes the death penalty. Still, he noted, “If you
are going to have a death penalty, then certainly this case would merit it.”
This slaughter was an act of racial terrorism — meant to deprive defenseless churchgoers
of their precious lives while instilling fear and dread among all black Americans. The accused
killer — I shall not reward his delusions of grandeur by repeating his name — wanted to start
a race war. He wrote: “We have no skinheads, no real KKK, no one doing anything but talking
on the internet. Well someone has to have the bravery to take it to the real world, and I guess
that has to be me.”
				
*		
*		
*
The standard arguments against the death penalty do not apply here. The shooter told the
world what he wanted to do. Though every defendant deserves the presumption of innocence
in a courtroom, we on the outside are under no obligation to pretend the defendant did not
signal his malicious intent. This case is no whodunit.
Charleston County prosecutor Scarlett Wilson said she had not decided whether she will
pursue the death penalty for these nine counts of murder; she wants to hear from victims’
families. “They deserve to know the facts first,” quoth Wilson. “They deserve to be involved
in any conversations regarding the death penalty.”
At a bond hearing, several members of the victims’ families told the shooter they forgave
him — so expect advocates to suggest the victims’ families oppose executing the killer and thus
capital punishment should be off the table. I respect the families’ graceful resolve not to fuel
the race war this young thug wanted. But forgiveness doesn’t mean that a killer shouldn’t go
to prison, so it should not spare him from the death penalty.
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM

Untagged Female
Mountain Lion Poses
Above Glendora

GOP Racing Form: Parsing the
Crowded Field of Contenders
(Continued from page 1)

right after back surgery and that you need an answer to “Why are you running?”
His 2011 statement that his wife said to him “get out of your comfort zone” (as
governor) was the worst since Teddy Kennedy had none at all in 1979. After four
years of studying and prepping, Perry looks ready. Achilles’ heel: After his 2011
“oops” moment, he is on 24-hour gaffe watch.
10. Chris Christie. Damaged by Bridgegate, boxed out (ideologically) by
Bush. Shows guts in openly advocating entitlement reform. It’s a gamble because
that’s what voters say they want, but rarely vote for.
11. Mike Huckabee. A dead-set-against-entitlement-reform populist.
Major social conservative appeal, but given the leftward ratcheting of the nation’s
cultural center, it may be less of an asset, even in the GOP primaries, than in 2008.
I’ve done no justice to Lindsey Graham, Bobby Jindal and Rick Santorum,
all eminently likable and highly qualified, but yet to make their move. If they do,
The Racing Form will be there.
Donald Trump? (Next issue)
(Charles Krauthammer is an American Pulitzer Prize-winning syndicated
columnist, author, political commentator, and physician.)
July, 2015

Cougar in the San Gabriel Mountains photographed with trail camera
placed by Robert Martinez.
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Charleston Tragedy

America, Not
Dylann Roof,
Should Be
Forgiven

"Gone With the Wind"

By Dennis Prager

I

n an expression of extraordinary magnanimity, relatives of the black
church members murdered in Charleston, S.C., arose one after the
other to tell Dylann Roof, the murderer of their loved ones, that they
forgive him.
That I do not agree with what they did in no way diminishes my
ability to be moved by their gesture.
But I do not agree with it.
First, consistent with my religion, Judaism, I do not believe that
anyone but the actual victim has the right to forgive someone for the evil
they have inflicted. If I steal from you, you have the right to forgive me,
but your best friend doesn’t. If Jones rapes my daughter, my daughter
can forgive Jones, but I cannot. Among other reasons, I don’t own my
daughter, and, as pained as I would be, I wasn’t the person raped.
Many Christians believe that their faith demands forgiveness of
everyone for everything. I don’t know why they believe this. Certainly
that is not standard Catholic or Protestant doctrine. Nor is Christ the
model for this idea. He forgave those who crucified him, not all those
who crucified others.
Second, I am not aware of Roof having repented. And even God
Himself doesn’t forgive those who never repent.
Third, regarding whites, blacks and crimes, we seem to inhabit a
strange moral universe. Great numbers of black Americans seem to be
unable or unwilling to forgive America — specifically white Americans
— for sins committed by whites who are long dead. But many seem to
support the forgiveness of a white man who murdered nine blacks.
				
*		
*		
*
The families of the murdered blacks speak eloquently and movingly
about preferring forgiveness to feeling anger and hate toward a man
who murdered their loved ones. But millions of blacks seem to prefer
feeling anger and hate toward a vast number of their fellow Americans
who have never wronged them or any other black American. Indeed,
most American whites don’t even have ancestors who ever wronged
blacks.
The truth is that the vast majority of white Americans are not
racist.
This is demonstrated by the lengths to which those who contend
that white Americans are racist must go to “prove” their case.

July, 2015

For example, they fabricate the falsehood that civil service and SAT tests are anti-black because
whites do better on those exams. Yet, first-generation Asian-Americans also do better than blacks.
And how can a math question be racially biased? And as regards non-math questions, the public is
almost never shown what questions are racially biased — lest the charge of “racist” questions be
revealed as absurd.
They also have made up the absurdity of “microaggressions” — the notion that while overt
racism in society has largely been done away with, innocuous-sounding questions or comments that
may have no racist intent whatsoever are actually filled with anti-black venom. One example of a
“microaggression” is when a white person says, “I don’t see color; I just see human beings.”
				

*		

*		

*

Even though such a sentiment is precisely the ideal to which all decent people should aspire
— judging every human being by his or her character, not race — we are supposed to judge this
sentiment racist.
The late great writer and psychoanalyst Viktor Frankl, author of the worldwide bestseller
“Man’s Search for Meaning,” was asked after the Holocaust whether he “hated the German
race.” Members of Frankl’s family had been murdered, and he himself had suffered the horrors of
incarceration in the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz.
“No,” he replied. “There are only two races — the decent and the indecent.”
According to current mainstream black (and left-wing white) thinking on “microaggressions,”
Frankl’s response would now be considered racist.
How is it that so many people can forgive an unrepentant mass murderer a week after he
murdered their child, parent or sibling, but not forgive a society that has repented, atoned and
created the best place in the world for a black human being to live?
(Jewish World Review contributor Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show based in
Los Angeles.)
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10 Tips to Help Parents
Raise Children With a
Healthy Weight &
Body Image
By Elaine L. Rosen, MD

A Good Samaritan Act

I

t was a once-in-a-lifetime-event for four of us Senior Citizens, ages 92, 87, 85 and 84. This event
happened at the local Maria’s Italian Kitchen in Northridge on the evening of June 15, 2015.
We were finishing  a meal of delicious food when our waiter came up to our table. He told us a man
who was sitting two tables away from us, said to him, while pointing to our table, “Here’s money to pay
for their dinners. They don’t know me, but I want to pay for their dinners. Don’t say anything to them
until they are done with their food.”  This anonymous man got up and left Maria’s Kitchen. The waiter
remarked to us, what came to his mind, at the time he was listening to this man. “This is a nice gesture.
giving these Seniors a-paid-for-dinner.”
We were flabbergasted. Our 92 year old friend remarked that no one had ever done such a
thoughtful thing for her before, in all her life. My wife reminded me that just the day before, we had
brought 20 frozen meals to two friends, who are both having serious health problems.
This is an example of pass-it-forward or what-goes-around-comes-around.
We do hope and expect this kind act warmed the gentleman’s heart as well as ours.
(This article was written by Norman Molesko, the Valley Voice’s Resident Poet since 2007 and also
known as An Ambassador For Seniors.)

1. Practice the “Division of Responsibility” for feeding: Parents
determine the what, when and where of feeding; the child decides how
much and whether.
2. Provide three meals and one to two set, structured snacks per
day. Minimize food handouts, grazing and bargaining with food.
3. Represent three food groups at each meal and one or two at each
snack. For this purpose food groups are considered grains, protein and
fruits/vegetables. It doesn’t have to be home cooked to count.
4. Milk and water should be the primary beverages. Keep the soda
and juice out of the house.
5. Prioritize family meals. It’s never easy. Kick it up a
notch today.
6. Model healthy eating and an active lifestyle. They watch even
when you think they don’t.
7. If you disparage your own body, or your spouse’s, they will
disparage theirs. Address your own relationship with food and your body.
8. Walks count. Walk the dog, walk to the store, walk to school,
walk to the park. A child needs to move at least half an hour a day total.
It doesn’t have to be all at once.
9. Have a “zero-tolerance” policy towards weight-or appearancerelated teasing or comments within the family.
10. Provide your child with praise and positive comments that
focus on his or her qualities other than appearance. Try to avoid
commenting on anyone else’s weight.
(Dr. Elaine Rosen has been a practicing pediatrician in the
greater Los Angela area for 22 years and recently joined Facey
Medical Group. Learn more at www.facey.com/peds)

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.

Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org
July, 2015
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What to Do
When You Don’t
Know What to Do?
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford Shepherd of the Hills

R

To trust someone is to rely on the character, ability, or strength of that
person. It also means putting your confidence and faith in that person. Many
times in his life, David knew to trust in God. “In the Lord I put my trust,”
he wrote in Psalm 11:1 (NKJV). At a time when he was discouraged with the
depressing developments in his life, David trusted the Lord and put himself
“in the shelter of His wings” and recognized God as “a strong tower from the
enemy” ((Psalm 61:3-4).
When faced with difficult challenges and decisions, in whom or what do
you put your trust?
Do you put your trust in your wealth? Psalm 49:6-7 says, “Those who trust
in their wealth and boast in the multitude of their riches, none of them can by
any means redeem his brother.”
Do you put your trust in your own talents, power, or accomplishments?
Psalm 28:26 says, “He who trusts in his own heart
is a fool,” while Proverbs 3:7 exhorts, “Do not be
Advertisement
wise in your own eyes.”
Do you put your trust in other people? The
Bible says, “Cursed is the man who trust in man
and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs
from the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:5).

ecently at Shepherd Church, a dear friend and fellow pastor, Jeff Walling,
talked about a single verse in the Bible that is the answer to the question,
“What should I do in a difficult situation?”
There are many wonderful Scriptures that provide guidance in life, so I
wasn’t sure what Jeff was going to say was the biblical answer no matter what
one might be facing. When he said, “Psalm 37:3,” I knew he was right on. Here’s
why:
David, the father of the wise King Solomon, was a wise king himself. His
Psalms are filled with beautiful songs of praise, pearls of wisdom, and sage counsel
to life’s complex questions. Though he had made mistakes, King David possessed
a repentant heart and always sought to ask, “How do I live a righteous life?”
He provided us with a succinct and perfect answer in Psalm 37:3, “Trust in
the Lord and do good.”
Advertisement

Toll Brothers’ Bluffs at Bella Vista Model Homes Now Open in Porter Ranch
Toll Brothers is proud to announce
the Grand Opening of three model
homes in Porter Ranch. Perched
on a scenic hillside high above Los
Angeles, just south of the Santa
Susana Mountains, Toll Brothers’
Porter Ranch has elevated the
master planned living experience to
a higher level of excellence among
its new home collections. The three
new professionally decorated model
homes at Bluffs at Bella Vista in
Porter Ranch are truly breathtaking.
Representing the largest, most
luxurious homes to date are three
two-story floor plans reaching an
estimated 3,684 to 3,934 sq. ft.
of stylish living area. Capturing
inspiring views of pristine and
natural beauty, each indoor/outdoor
living plan at Bluffs at Bella Vista
offers five spacious bedrooms and
five- and one-half baths coupled
with luxury outdoor living spaces
that invite the beauty of the outdoors
in. Bluffs at Bella Vista is priced
from the low $1,000,000s, and
blends a desirable combination of
a first-floor bedroom, an expansive
master suite with private retreat,
spacious bonus rooms, an intimate
courtyard, a three-car garage and
more for key versatility.
The private Bella Vista resort-style
recreation center includes a large
sparkling pool and covered cabanas.
Coupled with the neighborhoods’
private recreation center are local
amenities including: shopping and
dining at the Porter Ranch Town
Center, acres of nature areas and
parks, biking and hiking trails,
basketball courts, playgrounds, and
a future 50-acre City Park proving
that Porter Ranch living truly is a cut
above the rest.
Synonymous with the enviable
lifestyles enjoyed by Bluffs at Bella
Vista homeowners is such a range of
attractions in the “new hills of L.A.”
Here, Porter Ranch offers a wide
variety of year-round recreation,
entertainment and conveniences
for residents of all three Toll
Brothers
neighborhoods.
The
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many present and future outdoor
recreation options for Porter Ranch
homeowners additionally rival the
rare opportunity to own a premier
family home, while benefiting from
a highly superior education at the
new K-8 Porter Ranch Community
School. All Porter Ranch collections
also provide the financial benefits of
no Mello Roos and low tax rates.
Bluffs at Bella Vista models are
located at 12043 Ricasoll Way
in Porter Ranch, and are open
daily from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. For
more information and directions,
call
818-727-0800
or
visit
www.LiveAtPorterRanch.com.
About Toll Brothers
Toll Brothers, an award-winning
Fortune 1000 company, embraces
an unwavering commitment to
quality and customer service.
Toll Brothers is currently building
nationwide and is a publicly owned
company whose stock is listed
on the New York Stock Exchange
(NYSE: TOL). The Company was
named America’s Most Trusted
Home BuilderTM 2015* by Lifestory
Research, receiving the highest
numerical score among the largest
133 home builders in the country in
a study that measures, among other
things, perceptions of quality, price,
reputation, and trust. Toll Brothers
was also recently named national
Builder of the Year by BUILDER

magazine, and was twice named
Builder of the Year by Professional
Builder magazine.
Toll Brothers proudly supports the
communities in which it builds;
among other philanthropic pursuits,
the Company now sponsors the
Toll Brothers - Metropolitan Opera
International
Radio
Network,
bringing opera to neighborhoods
throughout the world.
Toll Brothers builds luxury singlefamily detached and attached
home communities; master planned
luxury residential, resort-style golf
communities; and urban low-,
mid-, and high-rise communities,
principally on land it develops and
improves. The Company operates
its own architectural, engineering,
mortgage, title, land development
and land sale, golf course
development and management,
home security, and landscape
subsidiaries. The Company also
operates its own lumber distribution,
and house component assembly
and manufacturing operations. The
Company acquires and develops
commercial properties through
Toll Commercial and its affiliate,
Toll Brothers Realty Trust, and
purchases distressed loan and real
estate asset portfolios through its
wholly owned subsidiary, Gibraltar
Capital and Asset Management.

*		

*

God is the only One worthy of our trust.
He is the one Revealer of all truth, the Lord of
righteousness, and the God who is our strength
and fortress.
David asserts that along with putting our
trust in the Lord, we also ought to do good. It’s
as if he knew that we, like him, would have to face
our own Goliaths—our own giants—in life. When
the Goliath of hate and prejudice confront you,
do good by showing love and kindness to others
(1 John 4:11). When the Goliath of outrage and
revenge beset you, do good by forsaking anger and
showing forgiveness (Psalm 37:8).
When the Goliath of pride tries to devour you,
do good by being humble, for “By humility and the
fear of the Lord are riches and honor and life”
(Proverbs 22:4). When the Goliath of materialism
possesses you, do good by being generous, because—
“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes
others will be refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25). When
the Goliath of fear and suffering torment you, do
good by praying unceasingly. “Cast your burden
on the Lord, and He shall sustain you” (Psalm
55:22).
You see, no matter what you are facing
today—financial troubles, relational issues, or
health challenges—what other choice do you have
but to trust in God and continue to do good?
Worrying will not change the situation. Taking
matters into your hands most often makes things
worse. And putting your trust in other people and
things inevitably leads to disappointment. But the
command to “Trust in the Lord and do good” comes
with a promise. David assures that you will dwell
in the land and enjoy safe pasture, and that God
“will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm
37:3-4).
Will you commit to trusting in the Lord and
doing good today?
(Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of
the 10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter
Ranch. You can connect with Dudley online at
www.WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @
pastordudley.)
Edited by Carmencita F. Davino, Ph.D.

This is not an offering where prohibited by law.
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Two Major Lawsuits Claim LA Illegally
Left-Right
Differences: Part II Collected More Than $2 Billion in Taxes
By Dennis Prager

T

he difference between Right and Left addressed in this
column concerns a fundamentally different method
that each utilizes in order to improve society.
Conservatives believe that the way to a better world is
almost always through moral improvement of the individual
— by each person doing battle with his own moral defects.
It is true that in particularly violent and evil societies such
as fascist, communist and Islamist tyrannies the individual
must be preoccupied with battling outside forces. Almost
everywhere else, however, and certainly in a free and decent
country such as America, the greatest battle of the individual
must be with inner forces — that is, with his or her flawed
character and moral defects. (See Left-Right Difference Part
1 concerning their differing perceptions of human nature.)
The Left, on the other hand, believes that the way
to a better world is almost always through doing battle
with society’s moral defects (real and/or as perceived by the
Left). Thus, in America, the Left defines the good person
as the one who fights the sexism, racism, intolerance,
xenophobia, homophobia, Islamophobia and other evils that
the Left believes permeate American society.
That is one reason those on the left are more preoccupied
with politics than those on the right. A simple example
should make this point clear. Whenever the term “activist”
or “social activist” or “organizer” is used, one infers that the
term refers to someone on the Left.
		 *		
*		
*
One consequence of this difference is that conservatives believe that good is achieved far more gradually than
liberals do. The process of making a better world is largely
a one-by-one-by-one effort. And it must be redone in every
single generation. The noblest generation ever born still
has to teach its children how to battle their natures. If it
doesn’t, even the best society will begin to rapidly devolve,
which is exactly what conservatives believe has been happening to America since the end of World War II.
The Left does not focus on individual character
development. Rather, it has always and everywhere focused
on social revolution. The most revealing statement of thenpresidential candidate Barack Obama, the most committed
leftist ever elected president of the United States, was made
just days before the 2008 election: “We are five days away
from fundamentally transforming the United States of
America,” he told a large rapturous audience.
Conservatives not only have no interest in fundamentally
transforming the United States, but they are passionately
opposed to doing so. Fundamentally transforming any
but the worst society — not to mention transforming what
is probably the most decent society in history — can only
make the society worse. Of course, conservatives believe
that America can be improved, but not transformed, let
alone fundamentally transformed.
The Founders all understood that the transformation
that every generation must work on is the moral
transformation of each citizen. Thus, character development
was at the core of both childrearing and of young people’s
education at school.
As John Adams said: “Our Constitution was made
only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate
to the government of any other.”
And in the words of Benjamin Franklin: “Only a
virtuous people are capable of freedom.”
Why is that? Because freedom requires self-control.
Otherwise, external controls — which means an ever more
powerful government — would have to be imposed.
The more that Leftist ideas influence society the less
character education there is. Instead, children are taught to
focus on social issues. For example, The Wall Street Journal
just reported that Common Core, the federal standards
program for elementary and high schools, has unveiled a new
K-12 science curriculum, the “Next Generation of Science
Standards,” which will indoctrinate young Americans
concerning global warming from kindergarten on.
And when they get to college, American young people
will be taught about the need to fight such things as “white
privilege” and the “rape culture” on their campuses.
At the same time, as a professor of philosophy wrote
in The New York Times, fewer and fewer young Americans
believe there are any moral truths.
Meanwhile, at home, fathers and religion, historically
the two primary conveyors of moral truths and moral selfdiscipline, are often nonexistent.
As a result of all this, we are producing — indeed,
we have produced since World War II — vast numbers of
Americans who are passionate about carbon emissions and
fighting sexism and “white privilege” who are also cheating
on tests at unprecedentedly high levels.
But the age-old wisdom embraced by conservatives
remains as true as ever: Before you fix society, you must first
fix yourself.
(Dennis Prager hosts a national daily radio show
based in Los Angeles.)
© 2015 Creators Syndicate
July, 2015
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By Jack Humphreville

he City of Los Angeles is the defendant in two major class action lawsuits alleging that the City illegally collected over $2
billion in taxes from the Taxpayers and Ratepayers that were not approved by the voters.
The City, Mayor Eric Garcetti, City Council President Herb Wesson, Budget and Finance Chair Paul Krekorian, and
the rest of the City Council have a massive conflict of interest as they attempt to minimize the return of our money that was
illegally collected while we, their constituents, want full recovery of our hard earned money.
The first lawsuit, Ardon v. City of Los Angeles, was filed in December, 2009. It alleges that that the 10% Telephone Users
Tax was an illegal tax, resulting in the collection of approximately $750 million between 2006 and 2008. With interest, the
potential liability to the City is more than $1 billion.
Parenthetically, in a special election held in February, 2008, 66% of the voters approved the 9% Communication Users Tax
(Proposition S). This replaced the 10% Telephone Users Tax.
The second class action lawsuit, Patrick Eck v. City of Los Angeles, was filed in April, 2015. It alleges that the undisclosed
8% Transfer Fee levied by the Department of Water and Power is an illegal tax. This has resulted in the collection of over $1.25
billion from Ratepayers since the passage of Proposition 26 in November, 2010. The plaintiff is requesting the elimination of the
8% Transfer Fee ($266 million for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015) and the return of over $1.25 billion to Ratepayers.  
Another lawsuit, Tyler Chapman v. City of Los Angeles, was filed in January, 2015.   It also involves the illegal 8% Transfer Fee.
The City has been less than transparent about the potential liability involving the $1 billion liability associated with
Ardon litigation. To the contrary, the City failed to disclose its potential liability in the contingency section of its audit financial
statements, referring only to a class action litigation. The City is continuing to fight this litigation and its certification as a class
action, all on our nickel.  
Rather than waging a war against the Taxpayers and the Ratepayers, the City needs to develop a plan to finance the
repayment of our $2 billion without paying big fat contingency fees to the class action lawyers with our money. This plan
will involve new taxes that will need to be approved by the electorate, not an easy ask since the voters do not trust the fiscally
irresponsible City Council.  
Therefore, the City will need to engage in wholesale financial, budget, pension, and work place / personnel reform. This
would include, at a minimum, placing on the ballot a Live Within Its Means charter amendment that would require the City to
develop and adhere to a Five Year Financial Plan, to pass two year balanced budgets based on Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles, and, over the next twenty years, to repair our streets and sidewalks and to fully fund the City’s two pension plans.
The longer Mayor Garcetti and the Herb Wesson-led City Council wait, the city’s bargaining and financial condition will
deteriorate. Now is the time to repay the Taxpayers and Ratepayers their $2 billion.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the President of the DWP Advocacy Committee, The Ratepayer
Advocate for the Greater Wilshire Neighborhood Council, and a Neighborhood Council Budget Advocate. )
- CityWatch LA
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“I’m being attacked because I wear a Star of David”

Antisemitism Only in America 100+ Jewish Students
Resolution Passes O
Report Feeling
CA Assembly’s Higher
Frightened, Targeted
Ed Committee
And Intimidated
UC Schools Need to Act

ne of the differences between the United

States and Britain is that the nit-wits

there spout off in Hyde Park, and in America

we make them professors and give them
$114,000 a year, enabling them to pass along
their nonsense to our children.

- Jackie Mason

T

ammi Rossman-Benjamin, AMCHA Initiative cofounder and director, issued the following statement
in response to June 23’s passage of SCR-35 by the
California Assembly’s Higher Education Committee:
“Anti-Semitism on California campuses is escalating
at an alarming rate. We commend education leaders
in the Assembly for taking an important step toward
addressing the rising threat faced by Jewish students.
We applaud Senator Stone and all cosponsors for their
leadership and commitment to fighting discrimination
and bigotry and protecting all students.
“Now UC must follow the leadership of our legislature
and many UC student governments and recognize the
variety of antisemitic expression that Jewish students
experience on campus. The first step is to properly define
contemporary Jew hatred by recognizing the difference
between scholarly criticism of Israel, which is 100%
acceptable, and the hateful antisemitic rhetoric and
demonstrations that threaten the safety of our campuses.
“The U.S. State Department definition does just
that. It recognizes that language or behavior that
compares Israelis to Nazis and denies Israel’s right
to exist as antisemitic. Such a definition is essential
for adequately understanding and identifying
antisemitism as experienced by students today. Jewish
students must be afforded the same protections as all
other students at the University of California.”
SCR-35 uses the U.S. State Department definition
to define antisemitism and calls on each University of
California campus to adopt a resolution condemning all
forms of antisemitism. The California Senate unanimously
passed SCR-35 in May.
This past semester, student governments at UC
Berkeley, UCLA and UC Santa Barbara unanimously
approved resolutions that strongly condemn
antisemitism. Each resolution invokes the U.S. State
Department’s definition.
AMCHA Initiative is one of 32 groups that called
on the University of California to adopt the U.S. State
Department definition as the standard for identifying
antisemitism.. AMCHA also delivered petitions signed
by nearly 700 UC professors, UC alumni and California
rabbis to the UC Regents recently, urging them to adopt
the U.S. State Department definition.
AMCHA Initiative is a non-profit organization, based
in California, dedicated to combating antisemitism at
institutions of higher education in America.   

Letter to the Editor
The President Speaks Out on Israel

Dear Editor:

We Hear You, A
Michael Douglas

M

By Jack Engelhard

ichael Douglas needs no introduction. He is big
enough and famous enough to take care of himself.
But something happened. Not to him, but to his
son, Dylan, and that’s when it really hurts.
Somewhere in Europe, as Douglas described it for the
LA Times, 14-year-old Dylan came crying to his father
about a verbal attack that took place at a swimming pool.
A man took note of Dylan’s Star of David and proceeded to
launch an anti-Semitic tirade.
Imagine the pain. This happened last summer and still
today, Douglas is worked up with indignation.
He says something must be done about anti-Semitism.
Agreed. He says this can only happen in Europe. Here I
totally disagree.
First of all, there is plenty of that going around within
the United States, if we dare come to terms with what’s
really happening along our campuses.
Second, we need voices exactly like that, like those of the
Hollywood rich and famous, people like Michael Douglas,
to speak up, yes, to denounce anti-Semitism – but it is not
enough to be against something. That gets you nowhere.
More important is to be FOR something, and to be for
Israel would be a good place to start.
		
*		
*		
*

Immediately another Douglas comes to mind – Kirk
Douglas, Michael’s dad. If any Hollywood actor needs
no introduction, this is the man, and what a man. Thank
goodness we still have him with us at 98 years old. He is the
final link to Hollywood’s Golden Age – and he is a Zionist.
He was a Zionist when everybody was a Zionist – and
damn how times have changed!
Back in 1960, Otto Preminger gave us “Exodus” starring
Paul Newman and Eva Marie Saint. Let’s not quibble
about the details. This was a Zionist film. Hollywood was
not afraid to make it and there were no boycotts against the
film, or against Israel.
Did I already say times have changed? Try making
“Exodus” today. Let me know how it goes. Good luck.
The mood was so different back then because Israel was
presented as a romance, a love story between a Land and its
people.
Because we had people like Sinatra and Kirk Douglas
and Marlon Brando and John Wayne…and so many
others who stood tall for Israel.
To stand for Israel is different from standing
against anti-Semitism. People – especially the young
– need a cause.
At some point, from the 1960s forward, the mood
changed. It’s for another time to discuss what happened
and how it happened and why it happened – though for
me, it started right after the 1973 War when Israel woke
up late and a perceived weakness gave the anti-Semites an
opening.
But that’s too simplistic. Radical Liberalism was on the
move and it’s still moving and as we have learned to our
dismay, Radical Liberalism and anti-Semitism – this is a
marriage made in hell. In short, we lost the voices, the
big voices, the glamour voices that speak for Israel.
Jon Voigt, bless him, yes, and who else?

Every so often, just when Mr. Obama makes moves
that seriously impugn his support of Israel---like insulting
Israel’s Prime Minister or reversing U.S. policy on Israeli
settlements---the President gives a spate of speeches and
interviews, reiterating his “unshakeable support” for the
Jewish state.
The President’s latest affront to Israel, of course, is
his benighted Iran Deal. In response, President Obama
granted a long interview to Atlantic magazine’s Jeffrey
Goldberg and another one to Israel’s Channel 2, as well
as a speech at a Washington, DC synagogue. In all three,
he covered the Middle East waterfront, from the Iran
Deal and anti-Semitism to an Israeli-Palestinian peace.
Mr. Obama, of course, makes a big deal about his
understanding of the Jewish experience and Jewish
values---invoking the likes of Abraham Joshua Heschel,
Golda Meir and Moshe Dayan. In fact, it was Goldberg
himself who some years ago dubiously dubbed Obama
“the first Jewish President.”
Indeed, the President often seems to view himself as a Jewish prophet whose duty it is
to remind Israelis of their moral obligations - most specifically the need to make peace with
the Palestinians (no matter what).
The good news is President Obama seems clearly to admire the Jewish people more than
the Palestinians. Specifically, he expects that Israel’s humanitarian values and desire for peace
should trump its fear of extermination at the hands of the Arabs.
On the other hand, his expectations of the Palestinians are so low that he makes virtually no
demands of them---such as that they abandon their commitment to annihilate Israel or their vicious
anti-Semitic propaganda against Jews.
Above all, Mr. Obama refuses to integrate three enormous facts into his Israeli-Palestinian
worldview:
1) The Palestinians steadfastly refuse to accept the Jewish state
2) The Palestinians defiantly refuse to abandon their demand that five million descendants of Arab
refugees from Israel in 1948 be allowed to immigrate immediately to Israel; and
3) The Palestinians steadfastly refuse to stop government-sponsored incitement to commit terrorist
acts against Jews.
Jim Sinkinson,Vice President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)
July, 2015
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By Tammi Rossman-Benjamin

s the school year comes to a close, AMCHA Initiative announced a
webpage devoted to sharing personal accounts from students who
have experienced antisemitism on campus. The webpage details
hundreds of student concerns from 47 colleges and universities in 20
states.
“Campus antisemitism is widespread and it’s escalating at an
alarming rate,” said AMCHA director and cofounder Tammi RossmanBenjamin. “Students should know they are not alone. We hope the
compilation of concerns shared by brave Jewish students over the
past year-and-a-half will help university leaders and elected officials
understand the breadth of the problem and take action. Adopting the
State Department definition of antisemitism to better identify and
educate against contemporary Jew-hatred is a critical step.”
All of the personal declarations included on the AMCHA
webpage were stated publicly at student government meetings or
quoted in news stories.
The following are excerpts from some of the student accounts.
“Some people see my Star of David and brand me as someone
toxic, someone worthy of their disdain and vitriol.” – University of
Washington
“As a Jewish student on this campus, and the grandson of
Holocaust survivors, I was disgusted and horrified by the antisemitic
comments on Yik Yak.” – San Diego State University
“Hillel staff are hearing numerous reports from students that
they no longer feel safe at Stanford, feel ostracized and targeted,
and are unable to express their identities and opinions in the dorms
and around campus.” – Stanford University
“I no longer feel as though UC Davis is a completely safe
environment for Jewish students or a place where I can feel free to
express my support for Israel.” – UC Davis
“These attacks on my identity and rights to self-determination
have not only affected me emotionally, but have had devastating
effects on my academics and have hindered my purpose on this
campus – to be a student.” – UCLA
“For the first time in my life, I felt that my identity, an
unchangeable part of who I am, was under attack and my entire
existence as a Jew was being questioned.”– UC Santa Barbara
AMCHA Initiative is one of 32 groups that has called on the
University of California (UC) to adopt the U.S. State Department
definition, which acknowledges that anti-Israel rhetoric can cross
the line into antisemitism. AMCHA also delivered petitions signed
by nearly 700 UC professors, UC alumni and California rabbis to the
UC Regents recently, urging them to adopt the U.S. State Department
definition as the standard for identifying antisemitism.

That something like 80 percent of the Jewish vote went for Obama
twice, that tells you something.
That Barbra Streisand and her Hollywood claque keep fundingraising for Obama, that tells us something maybe even bigger.
In America, pop culture IS culture, and when Israel can find only one
or two friends within the Hollywood elite, somebody else must step up.
Let it be Michael Douglas.
Or let it be David Mamet. This Pulitzer Prize winner is our foremost
playwright and a top-notch screenwriter. One day he decided that
enough was enough. He quit toying with the façade of being “a braindead Liberal” and announced himself squarely as a Conservative and
staunchly on the side of Israel.
He lost friends. You should have heard the geshrei in The New York
Times.
Nobody said it would be easy. These are tough days and tough times
to be Jewish, and it’s even tougher to be pro-Israel.
We can’t wait for an end to anti-Semitism. This will always be
with us. But for a start to reinvigorate Jewish pride, Jewish muscle,
there is only this…
Love of Zion.
Let’s hear it expressed resolutely from voices that count – while
we still have a voice. Yes, before it’s too late.
(Novelist Jack Engelhard wrote the international bestseller
“Indecent Proposal.”)
- Arutz Sheva

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE


Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
Licensed and Bonded
Please call for estimates.

Looking forward to serving you.
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LOCAL Events
Fourth of July Spectacular

Shepherd Church is proud to present the 17th Annual
Fourth of July Spectacular at Shepherd Church in Porter
Ranch. At this free, family-friendly event to celebrate our
great nation, there will be live, Americana-style music, face
painting and moon bounces for the kids and a 21-minute
fireworks finale just after sundown. Those attending are
encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, and sunscreen.
You can bring your own food and beverages, or purchase
snacks from one of the several vendors on site. Alcohol of

1998 MERCEDES BENZ S-420

FOR SALE

4-door sedan, silver with gray interior.
Immaculate Showroom condition, orig owner.
Only 120K miles, fully loaded.
Just moved from Dallas to LA.
Asking only $13K, must see to believe!

Call Dr. Bala, 214-535-4890

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

any kind is not permitted, as well as glass bottles and pets.
Mid-Valley Music Program
Free parking is available all around the event. Shepherd of
Celebrate Americana Heritage with a Music
the Hills Church is located at 19700 Rinaldi Street in Porter Program, featuring Jennifer Seidman and Andy Watson,
Ranch. For more information, visit www.theshepherd.org. on Saturday, July 18, 11:00 am at the Mid-Valley Regional
Library, 16244 Nordhoff St. in North Hills. For more
Shepherd Sports
Shepherd Sports is excited to offer 3 Fun Summer information, call (818) 895-3650.
Camps:
Golf Invitational
The 5th Annual Annett Davis Youth Volleyball Camp
LAPD Devonshire Police Activity League Supporters
on July 20-24 at Shepherd of the Hills Gym is for boys and (PALS) 36th Grand Golf Invitational will be held on
girls ages 8-17 (all are welcome).
Monday, July 20, at Porter Valley Country Club, 19216
Jrue Holiday Basketball Camp has scheduled their Singing Hills Dr. in Northridge. Golfing Registration is at
annual camp July 27-31 at Shepherd of the Hills Gym. This 9:00 am and dinner at 5:00 pm. All proceeds directly benefit
is a coed camp, ages 5 to 16.
the Devonshire PALS Youth program. For sponsorship,
Surf Camp is fun for all ages 8 and up hosted by golfer, adopt-a-cop golfer, scholarship or prize donations
Shepherd Sports, August 4-7, 2015. Space is limited on this and dinner information, please contact Hank Miller, our
one, so register soon if you are interested.
Golf Committee Chair, at golf@devonshire-pals.org or
Shepherd of the Hills Church is located at 19700 visit www.devonshire-pals.org/news-events/.
Rinaldi Street in Porter Ranch. For more information or to
Special Olympics Torch Run
register, please visit our website at ShepherdSports.org
Join Councilmember Mitchell Englander and Council
Local Public Pools Open
District 12 as we welcome the torch into our community
The summer swimming season is here and L.A.’s in preparation of the 2015 Special Olympics World
public pools will remain open through Labor Day. The Games on Thursday, July 23, 8:15 am – 9:30 am at Ride
City’s Aquatics facilities include regular public swimming On Therapeutic Horsemanship, 10860 Topanga Canyon
pools with a wide variety of amenities, programs, sports Blvd. in Chatsworth. The Flame of Hope will be lit from
and classes for children, adults and people with disabilities the rays of the sun in Greece, the home of the Olympics,
and competitive athletes in training. The City also offers a and will travel across the sea to the United States where it
Junior Lifeguard Training Program designed to prepare will journey to communities throughout the country and
young people who are interested in pursuing a career as a Southern California, coming through Council District
Lifeguard. Please visit or call any of the LA City Pools for 12 and ending at the Opening Ceremony in the historic
more information on hours and activities: Granada Hills Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum to start the Opening
Pool, 16730 Chatsworth St. (818) 360-7107; Northridge Ceremony of the Special Olympics World Games. The
Pool, 10058 Reseda Blvd., (818) 709-7475 and Canoga Park Special Olympics World Games will be in Los Angeles
Pool, 21817 Strathern St. (818) 756-9364.
where we will welcome over 10,000 athletes and coaches
from over 170 Countries around the world. For more
City of Angels Chorus
The City of Angels Children’s Chorus Summer information, call our office at (818) 882-1212 or email Bree.
Musical Theatre Camp will be held from Saturday, June 20 Breckenridge@lacity.org.
to Saturday, July 25, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm at St. Stephen’s
Vacation Bible School
Presbyterian Church, 20121 Devonshire St. in Chatsworth.
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 Winnetka
This camp will include 7 sessions of professional vocal Ave. in Winnetka will hold their Annual Vacation Bible
instruction and choreography and on stage performance School during the week of July 27th through July 31st from
and full day admission to Disneyland or Disney’s California 9:00 am to Noon. All children up to and including 6th grade
Adventure. For more information and to register, go to www. are invited to come and see the mountain where they will
coacc.net or emailcoaccmusic@aol.com.
learn new songs, Bible lessons, play games, enjoy snacks,
make crafts and meet guests. Around 225 children from the
Square Dance
Northridge-based Farmers and Charmers Square local community attend each year and everything is free.
Dance Club invites the public to a free, no obligation The VBS Closing celebration will be on Friday, July 31st
“Introduction to Square Dance” workshops 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. from 11:30am to 12:30am and the children will perform
for eight Sundays. The introductory class covers the basics the songs they’ve learned, snacks will be provided and the
of Square Dance along with some instruction in Western winners of the Coloring Contest will be announced. There
Line Dance. Attend one or all at the Wilkinson Center, 8956 will be a Silent Auction with many items available for
Vanalden Ave. in Northridge. For more information call bidding all week and the winners will be announced at the
VBS Closing on Friday.
818-996-0974 or go to www.farmersandcharmers.com.

PR Discussion Group

Reseda Blvd. Art Walk

Giant Book Sale

Deadline for Non-Profits

In celebration of the unveiling of the Phase Two
The Porter Ranch Library will be hosting a discussion
group to talk about the book, Miral by Rula Jebreal improvements made along Reseda Blvd., there will be an
on Saturday, July 11, at 11371 Tampa Ave. For more art walk and scavenger hunt to highlight the changes that
have been made along the boulevard on Thursday, July 30,
information, call (818) 360-5706.
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm On Reseda Blvd. between Parthenia
Valley Relics x Cobalt Cafe Fest 
St. and Nordhoff St. Various businesses have committed
The San Fernando Valley Relics Museum in conjunction to discounting prices and showcasing artwork hosted by
with Adam Mays Music x Cobalt Cafe Staff cordially invite local artists. Other activities include live music, free bike
you to Valley Relics x Cobalt Cafe Fest on July 12th at 21360 share facilities/bike valet, live artwork, henna tattoos, arts
Marilla St. in Chatsworth. This celebration of music and life & crafts for all ages, photo booths, and food sampling. For
will include family friendly activities such as entrance into more information, call our office at (818) 882-1212,
the museum, a Hot Rod Car Show, food trucks, art vendors, email resedablvdgreatstreets@gmail.com or to online to
DJ and live music. All ages $10. Kids under 12 get in for free. resedablvd.wordpress.com.
For more information, please call (818) 298-9920.
On Saturday, July 18, from 10 AM to 2 PM, the Friends
of the Chatsworth Library will hold a giant book sale. The
Chatsworth Library is located at 21052 Devonshire Street.
The sale is in the Community Room and includes thousands
of almost new hard-bound books and a huge selection of
paperback books all at a fraction of the cost of new. Hardback
books are $1 while paperbacks and videos are only 50 cents.
Go tohttp://laplchatsworthfriends.org or call (818) 3414276 for more information.
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Please submit very brief local events, space is
limited, by the 20th, for the following month. Send
word document to yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com.
No faxes, phone calls or mail.

L
Rachel Reiter, , Local Events Coordinator

Chatsworth Park South Update

ast month, the Los Angeles City Recreation and Parks Commission awarded a bid for the cleanup of
Chatsworth Park South.
Due to the identification of lead and other contamination at the site, Chatsworth Park South has
been closed to the public since February 2008 . My office has worked closely with the Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) and City of Los Angeles, Recreation and Parks to ensure the clean-up moves
forward as quickly as possible.
Prior to releasing an RFP for the clean-up, the Department of Recreation and Parks created design
documents modeled off of community recommendations for the park, after remediation, with the intention to
preserve the current natural feel of the park. The design features accessible ADA-compliant paths, preserves
an existing stream bed and incorporates bioswails engineered to attract fauna to the site.
Returning Chatsworth Park South to use for the community is of the utmost importance to me. If you
would like to contact my office with regard to this site, please contact Megan Cottier at megan.cottier@
lacity.org or 818-882-1212.
					
-Mitchell Englander,
Councilmember Twelfth District
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How to Relate
When Your Child
Has Different
Interests From You

25 Total Locations

From Shepherd Sports 2015 Special Olympics

I

By Pastor Josh Merrill

M

y son loves to draw, build, and play with
anything that utilizes his imagination. I’m the
complete opposite. I love sports—basketball,
baseball, football, soccer, and any other game where
I can run and chase a ball. As a kid who grew up
loving sports and playing college and professional
ball well into my thirties, how can I relate to my
6-year-old son who shows no interest in sports? And
how can a parent that didn’t grow up playing sports
relate to their child who gravitates toward anything
involving a ball?
We often parent from a place we are comfortable
and familiar with. This gives us a ton of challenges
when our children have different characteristics and
preferences than we do. The jock parent, like myself,
obviously hopes that his child will gravitate toward
sports, as it’s familiar for us. We can relate and bond
over these common interests. The parent who didn’t
grow up playing sports knows there is inherent good
that can come from athletics. Playing a sport can
offer increased self-esteem, confidence, exercise,
team work and countless other traits. However, the
parent can’t always relate to the experiences from
sports.
So where do you start? What do you do? Coming
from a loving home that allowed me to experience
sports on a broad scale and someone who has worked
with all ages of kids in sports ministry for over 10
years, I have just a couple rules to follow.
The first is for the parent: Let the kids be kids. Kids
need to enjoy the sport before you put the pressure of
game 7 of the NBA Finals on their tiny, little shoulders.
Let them have fun and experience a multitude of
sports. Even if your Aiden or Isabella has a killer
crossover and is dominant on the basketball court at
age seven, playing year-round will only burn him or
her out. Trust me…I’ve seen it too many times. Let
him play basketball, but let him also experience other
things—maybe even activities outside of sports. Most
adults who enjoy playing sports today did not play
in high school, much less in college or professionally.
What kids gain is the experience and joy of the sport.
Don’t rob them of that.
			

*		

*		

*

The second thing to take into consideration is
coaching. This may land on you as the parent, but
most times it’s the program you’re enrolling your
child into. Granted, cost can sometimes be a factor. If
that’s the case, jump on YouTube, learn a few drills,
and volunteer to coach. In the early ages, the spirit is
often greater than the know-how.
There are so many programs out there for
anything from ping pong to football and they are not
all created equal. So find a program that loves the
kids above all else—where the coaches and staff put
every child before winning. I call this “the difference
maker.” It’s what makes an organization first class.
Next, make sure they are teaching the fundamentals
of the sport. Understanding the fundamentals of a
sport makes playing that much more enjoyable. This
overall experience will give children confidence. It
might not be right away; it might be years down the
line when they pick up the sport again. Something
they learn will stick and help them in their journey.
Remember, it’s not always the skill of the game that
is the most important. Sports teach a multitude of
life lessons and often last a life time.
All of this to say, sports are a great avenue for all
kids. Whether they play their whole life or just for
a season, they can learn life lessons and important
developmental life skills. So it really doesn’t matter
where you’re parenting from; let’s give our kids a
chance. Even if your boy gravitates to his Legos,
Pokémon, or Minecraft, try different sports and
different activities that he or she might enjoy. Our
kids, the sports programs, and all of us parents will
be better off.
(Josh Merrill leads the Shepherd Sports team at
Shepherd Church. They run adult, youth & fitness
programs for our community from ages 5-65. If you
are interested in learning more about these programs,
please visit us at: www.ShepherdSports.org )
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Los Angeles

The 11U boys get the ARC championship.
Congrats to the kids, coaches and parents...
A lot of hard work is paying off.

n July, the Special Olympics World Games will
arrive in Los Angeles and welcome over 10,000
athletes and coaches from over 170 Countries
around the world, all here to compete in 25 various
sports over the course of 9 days. It will take 30,000
caring and committed volunteers to help ensure that
the Special Olympics athletes get the experience of a
lifetime while in our City. The games will run from
Saturday, July 25 to Sunday, Aug. 2nd.
With events happening in over 25 locations simultaneously, it can be difficult for athletes to have the full
effect of the cheering crowd during the World Games.
The Fans in the Stands program is a great opportunity to get involved. By becoming a Fans in the Stands
team captain and organizing a group of 10 or more to
attend an event, or multiple events, you will effectively
enhance the experience of these athletes and help our
community get involved with the Special Olympics
World Games 2015.
Whether you can speak a foreign language, assist a
team, or become an official Fan in the Stands member
to cheer on the athletes, I encourage you to get involved,
volunteer, and help create a world that fully accepts
and includes all people with developmental challenges,
and ultimately, all people with differences.
To find out more information about volunteer, donation, and sponsorship opportunities, go to www.LA2015.
org. If you’d like to get even more involved check out
our local Host Towns, Chatsworth and Northridge.
-Mitchell Englander, Councilmember Twelfth District

Having Trouble
Hearing
5-Year
Protection Plan

with Background Noise?

with the purchase of Ultra Hearing Aids.
Only available through HearUSA.

We have a solution!
Introducing Ultra Hearing Aids, exclusively from HearUSA, the
first and only hearing aid clinically proven* by two separate
studies to provide better than normal hearing in demanding
listening situations, such as:
• Noisy restaurants
• Movie theaters and shopping malls
• Family get-togethers

Schedule your FREE Hearing Check-Up today!

FREE

Demonstration
of the new Ultra Hearing Aids!

Risk-Free

60-Day Money
Back Guarantee
on all hearing aids

Call for details.

16914 San Fernando Mission Blvd.
Granada Hills

Call Toll Free: 855.802.5531

Call for details.

New Location in
Granada Hills!

* Studies conducted at University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail-party situations improved
up to 2.9dB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using the latest BestSound™ Technology with Narrow Directionality, compared to people with normal hearing. This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding.
© 2015 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved.
www.hearusa.com
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STRIPES

YEARS

On purchases with your
Ashley Advantage™ credit card
NO INTEREST *
from 6/16/2015 to 7/6/2015.
Equal monthly payments
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE required for 60 months.

HHHHHHHHHHHHH

YEARS
YEARS

YEARS

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 24 MONTHS‡‡
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

YEAR

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS‡‡
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE

COMING
NOW2014
OPEN!
LATE

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705
BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620
CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303
FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200
HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

%

P
L
U
S

P
L
U
S
P
L
U
S

See below for details.

%

‡

%

%

‡

‡

HHHHHHHHHHHH

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

‡

HHHHHHHHHHHHH

OR

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™
credit card made 6/16/2015 to 7/6/2015.
Interest will be charged to your account
from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 12 Months.
Minimum Monthly Payments required.
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OR

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™
credit card made 6/16/2015 to 7/6/2015.
Interest will be charged to your account
from the purchase date if the promotional
purchase is not paid in full within 24 Months.
Minimum Monthly Payments required.
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‡
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OR

On purchases with your
Ashley Advantage™ credit card
*
NO INTEREST
from 6/16/2015 to 7/6/2015.
Equal monthly payments
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE required for 36 months.

HHHHHHHHHHHHH

5OFF
10 OFF
15 OFF
20 OFF
25 OFF
%

HHHHHHHHHHHHH

OR

On purchases with your
Ashley Advantage™ credit card
*
NO INTEREST
from 6/16/2015 to 7/6/2015.
Equal monthly payments
NO DOWN PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE required for 48 months.
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For your shopping
convenience we
will be open
Sat., July 4th
from 10am
to 9pm.

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

SANTA CLARITA

Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club
& Super Walmart

26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made
with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number
of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required
if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
‡‡Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™ Credit Card. No
interest will be charged on the promo purchase if you pay the promo purchase amount in full within 12 or 24 Months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promo purchase from the purchase
date. Depending on purchase amount, promotion length and payment allocation, the required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off purchase by end of promotional period. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing
cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit
approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models,
clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken,
errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply.
Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination
of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and
operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: June 16, 2015. Expires: July 6, 2015.
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