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CityWatch

LA City Council
Paid to Do Nothing

By Tony Butka
t seems to me that ever since the LA City Charter Reform
of 1999, the 15 members of the LA City Council don’t
really have anything to do with the day-to-day running of
the City of Los Angeles.  
As a result, Mayor Richard Riordon was given the
legal authority to appoint all Department Heads, as well as
all members of the City’s various Boards and Commissions.
That’s right -- all of them!
So, assuming that the Mayor is capable of actually making
all of these appointments, and further assuming some marginal
degree of competence in the appointment process, we really don’t
need a City Council for most issues of any interest to Angelenos.
Here are the legal requirements under the revised Charter:
Councilmembers are required to meet at least three times a week,
but it’s not specified for how long they have to meet. In exchange
for this odious duty, each Councilmember receives about $200,000
a year in base pay, as well as a handsome budget/slush fund for
each office, an excellent benefits package, and other goodies.
While there are some duties the Council has to perform, like
voting on a budget, or seeing if they can pull together a 2/3 vote to
override a Mayoral action, that’s about it for the mandatory stuff.
And since virtually all City Council votes are 15-0 or 11-0, where’s
the suspense in that?
While you could quibble about the other two elective offices,
Controller and the City Attorney, they are really positions that
are ancillary to the City’s day-to-day power structure, so I’m not
including them in the mix.
Wow! Just think of the savings we’d achieve if we didn’t
have to pay a City Council. We could save almost as much as the
‘transfer fee’ amounts – the “hidden tax” on us users that the City
extorts from the Department of Water and Power each year.
		 *		
*		
*
I know you might think me harsh. But let’s take a look at
what a Councilmember has to do to get in office and stay there:
unhealthy breakfasts with whomever brought him or her to the
dance, ribbon cuttings, handing out really pretty scrolls and pats
on the back to the connected few, rubber chicken dinners to keep
the troops quiet, and always, the endless schmoozing. Plus, they
gotta “go along to get along” and never step on another elected
official’s turf.
The sad truth is, Councilmembers have to do whatever’s
necessary to raise the $400,000 to $500,000 in campaign
contributions to win the office in the first place. So, you see, elected
officials are already captive to the system before they even take the
oath of office. I honestly do not envy them for that.
Take a look at a City Council Agenda. Twenty to thirty pages
of indecipherable stuff, including heady foreign policy problems,
voting on statements of position for issues that do not concern the
City. Buried in those agendas are items that represent less than 5%
of “real business” – such as the giveaways of public land (allegedly
held in the public trust) to developers, granting variances and
incentives to favored businesses like some in Koreatown or the
Millennium Project in Hollywood which was recently reversed by
a Court of Appeals. Gee whiz.
(Tony Butka is an Eastside community activist, who has
served on a neighborhood council.)
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University of California
Will Address Rise of
Anti-Semitism on Campus

A

fter hearing from dozens of students, faculty, alumni and Jewish groups Sept. 17 and more than
3,000 University of California (UC) stakeholders over the past six months, the UC Board of Regents
withdrew a broad and vague Principles Against Intolerance statement and announced the formation
of a committee that will address the rash of anti-Semitism that has plagued the university. Under the
California Constitution, the University of California is governed by the Regents.
“What is happening at UC to Jewish students is ugly and frightening and it’s only getting worse,” testified
Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, a UC faculty member and the director of AMCHA Initiative, before the Regents. “In
the wake of virulently anti-Israel activity, especially BDS campaigns, Jewish UC students have reported being
harassed, assaulted, threatened, vilified and discriminated against, their property defaced and destroyed, and their
events disrupted and shut down. This must be addressed immediately.”
“For years, Jewish students have been subjected to anti-Semitism. For years, we have been forced to wear the
badges of our politicized identities. For years, UC administrators have allowed anti-Semitism to go unchecked. For
years, we have suffered in silence. But we endure in silence no more,” read dozens of UC Jewish students jointly.
“Enough is enough. It is time for our university to recognize, address and take a stance against anti-Semitism and all
forms of identity-based hatred. It is time to give students the opportunity to speak about and define their experiences.
Only then can we begin to heal the toxic campus climate which has developed here due to years of inaction.”
UC has experienced many incidents of anti-Jewish discrimination this past academic year, including swastikas
spray-painted on a Jewish fraternity after fraternity brothers spoke against divesting from Israel, “grout out the
Jews” and “Hitler did nothing wrong” carved into school property after contentious BDS campaigns, a Hillel event
for the LGBT community protested and disrupted by anti-Israel students and faculty, flyers blaming Israel AND all
Jews for 9/11 plastered on campus and a Jewish student running for office questioned about her eligibility by antiIsrael activists simply because of her religion. UC Jewish students report feeling afraid to tell fellow students they
are Jewish, walk to the Hillel house for Sabbath dinner and wear a Jewish star necklace. Many report being bullied,
harassed, intimidated and assaulted.
Originally expected to address the dramatic rise in anti-Semitism at UC, the UC Office of the President
instead released a proposed Principles Against Intolerance statement last month that didn’t even mention antiSemitism and was a shocking disappointment. More that six Regents condemned the statement for not addressing
the serious problem of anti-Semitism on UC campuses. One Regent called the statement’s lack of sensitivity to
Jewish concerns “insulting.”
“We commend the Regents for rejecting the watered-down and overly broad proposal that neglected to even
mention anti-Semitism and would have done nothing to mitigate the serious bigotry that Jewish students are
currently facing at the University of California,” praised Rossman-Benjamin after the meeting. “And we applaud
the Regents for recognizing how serious the situation is for Jewish students and taking action to address it.”
The new committee will be comprised of Regents, faculty and students and will be chaired by Regent Eddie Island.
In the past six months, more than 50 Jewish organizations, including ADL, AJC, Hillel, the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, and AMCHA; thousands of UC students, faculty, alumni and California residents; hundreds of California
rabbis, Jewish day school principals and educators; and the world’s preeminent scholars of anti-Semitism have
written to UC in support of adopting an accurate definition of modern anti-Semitism to properly identify and
educate the campus community about contemporary Jew-hatred.  Specifically, the groups have urged the adoption
of the State Department definition of anti-Semitism.
The U.S. State Department definition recognizes that contemporary anti-Semitism has assumed various disguised
forms and, as the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights found, is often “camouflaged as anti-Israelism or anti-Zionism.”
The State Department definition acknowledges activity that demonizes and delegitimizes Israel and denies its right to
exist as anti-Semitism. The definition has been used by the U.S. government for more than 10 years.
AMCHA Initiative is a non-profit, grassroots organization the combats anti-Semitism nationally and is
based in California.
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DWP Over-Billing
Settlement on Hold

A

judge held off on giving final approval to a $44 million overbilling
settlement for Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
customers, after some plaintiffs involved in the class-action case
disagreed with the terms, attorneys said.
Plaintiffs in three of four lawsuits involved in the proposed settlement
complained in a court filing that the deal had “fundamental flaws,” one
of which is that the LADWP would be the only party deciding which
customers were overbilled and how much would be credited.
In its September issue the Valley Voice, quoting DWP officials,
stated the average would be small, about $10.
Instead of rejecting or approving the settlement, Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Elihu Berle instructed the plaintiffs to work out a revised deal.
Timothy Blood, an attorney for one of the plaintiffs opposing the
settlement terms, viewed the judge’s decision as favorable to his side.
The judge “instructed all the parties to meet and try to work out the
deficiencies that we pointed out in the settlement,” Blood said.
He said “it was unusual” that plaintiffs on three of the four lawsuits
included in the proposed settlement were not consulted before it was
announced in August.
Blood said the ultimate goal is to get a better settlement for
DWP ratepayers.
“Now the good news is everyone is included and we have a good
opportunity to improve the settlement,” he said.
The lawsuits stemmed from the LADWP’s problem-filled, $181
million overhaul of its 40-year-old customer billing system that was
marred by numerous inaccurate or missing bills.
The LADWP’s customer service lines were swamped with calls
complaining of the errors, leading to hold times that often lasted up
to an hour.

DWP: No Reform,
No Rate Increase!

O

Don’t Blame DWP Management
for the Missing $40 Million
By Jack Humphreville

O

n September 19, 2013, Jack Dolan of our Los Angeles Times exposed the diversion of over $40 million
of Ratepayer money to the Joint Safety and Training Institutes, two unaccountable slush funds
controlled by campaign funding Union Bo$$ Brian d’Arcy, the business manager for IBEW Local 18.
This domineering union represents over 90% of the employees at the Department of Water and Power.
Dolan has now reported that Union Bo$$ d’Arcy refused to allocate a portion of the $11 million
in surplus cash (a so called “rainy day” fund) held by the two nonprofit trusts towards DWP’s annual
contribution of $4 million that is required under the collective bargaining agreement.   This is contrary to
the April, 2015 recommendation of the City Administrative Officer in his Operational and Performance
Evaluation of the Joint Training and Safety Institutes.
Union Bo$$ d’Arcy has also refused to adjust the salaries paid to the Trusts’ employees even though they
“exceed marketplace rates compared to similar State of California Civil Service positions and job roles.”
This never ending financial scandal reflects poorly on DWP, its management, and its 9,000 employees.  
It also complicates the Department’s efforts to increase our water and power rates by 30% over the
next five years.  This new revenue is needed to repair its infrastructure and to meet numerous unfunded
environmental mandates.
But do not blame DWP and its management for this cesspool of corruption. Rather, the fault for
this financial and ethical fiasco lands squarely in City Hall as the City Council, both past and present,
including former City Council President Garcetti, and Mayors Hahn and Villaraigosa have been unwilling
to confront the arrogant and politically powerful Union Bo$$ d’Arcy because of their reliance on IBEW
cash campaign contributions.   
The arrangements covering these two nonprofit trusts are part of the collective bargaining agreements.  
However, DWP management is not at the “bargaining” table as these contracts are negotiated under the
supervision of the Executive Employee Relations Committee consisting of the Mayor, the City Council
President, and three other members of the City Council.  These politicians have either a blatant conflict of
interest because they have received IBEW campaign contributions or a serious concern that IBEW cash
may support a rival candidate if they do not bow to the Bo$$’s demands. The labor agreements are also
subject to the approval by the City Council and the Mayor.  

Beyond the

Gates
Life
Luxury

By Jack Humphreville

ur Department of Water and Power is planning to
have its proposed $1.4 billion increase in our water and
power rates to be effective as of January 1, 2016. But
this timing is unlikely because of the many questions involving
the Department’s operations and finances and its dysfunctional
and financially draining relationship with City Hall.
Over the next five years, DWP is proposing to increase our
electricity rates by about 5% a year, or 25% to 30% over the next
five years.  While the Department anticipates that we will cut our
consumption of electricity by 2%, Power System revenues will increase 23%, or almost $900 million, to $4.4 billion. This will trigger an additional $180 million in tax revenue for the City.
Water rates are more complicated as the five year, 50%
increase in the base rate (8.5% a year) is masked by the
anticipated savings of more than $200 million resulting from
purchasing less high priced water from the Metropolitan
Water District. This assumes average rainfall and an end to
the drought.
Overall, Water System revenues are projected to increase
by about $250 million, or 22%, to $1.4 billion, even though
consumption dips by 6%.    
Before the City Council approves the five year rate
increases, it will need to consider the opinion of the Ratepayers
Advocate and its independent consultant as well as the
findings of the charter mandated Industrial, Administrative,
and Economic Survey. But it is unlikely that these necessary
documents will be ready within the next two to three months.
There is also a general lack of knowledge about the
Departments $1.6 billion unfunded pension liability (based on
market values and including other postemployment benefits)
and the impact on rates.
		
*		
*
*
As part of the process of reviewing the five year, $1.4
billion rate hike, we need to begin the process of reforming
the relationship between DWP and City Hall. As it is, the
Ratepayers are being hit up for over $1 billion a year, including
over $650 million in cash through the City Utility Tax and the
8% Transfer Fee. There are also the expenses associated with
the IBEW Labor Premium and its overly restrictive work rules,
City Hall’s numerous pet projects, and the surplus employees
(and their unfunded pension liability) that were dumped on
the Department during the Villaraigosa era.  
We also need a system that prevents the City Hall from
meddling in the affairs of the Department by requiring that
communications be restricted to predetermined channels
and that these communications be documented and posted
on the internet within 24 hours.
Labor negotiations should also be reformed by relying
on benchmarking studies that outlined the efficiency of the
Department’s management and employees. Furthermore,
all labor negotiations should be open and transparent and
not conducted behind closed doors between politicians and
campaign funding labor leaders.  
There are many other improvements and reforms that
should be considered. But this will take time and political
will. Of course, the Herb Wesson City Council and Mayor
Garcetti may ignore the idea of reform, similar to what they
did to the recommendations of the LA 2020 Commission.  
October, 2015
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CityWatch

Confidential! Charter School Memo
Is an “Outline for a Hostile Takeover”

A

Washington
Supreme Court:
Charter Schools
Unconstitutional!

P

By Andrea Germanos

ublic education advocates are
welcoming the Washington State
Supreme Court’s ruling that the state’s
charter school law is unconstitutional.
The Seattle Times reports that the
ruling — believed to be one of the first of
its kind in the country — overturns the law
[I-1240] voters narrowly approved in 2012
allowing publicly funded, but privately
operated, schools.
Teacher and author Mercedes
Schneider offers more on the Act:
As is true of charter schools
nationwide, the charters in Washington
State (up to the current ruling) were
eligible for public funding diverted from
traditional public schools. Charter schools
were approved via a November 2012 ballot
initiative (I-1240, the Charter Schools
Act) in which charters were declared to
be “common schools” despite their not
being subject to local control and local
accountability. And also like America’s
charters in general, Washington’s charters
are not under the authority of elected
school boards.
*

*

By Deirdre Fulton

local billionaire is enlisting other wealthy backers in a $490 million scheme to place half of the students in the Los Angeles
Unified School District into charter schools over the next eight years - a plan at least one critic says would “do away with
democratically controlled, publicly accountable education in LA.”
The Los Angeles Times obtained a confidential 44-page proposal, “The Great Public Schools Now Initiative,” drafted by the Eli
and Edythe Broad Foundation and other charter advocates.
“Los Angeles is uniquely positioned to create the largest, highest-performing charter sector in the nation,” the executive summary
reads. “Such an exemplar would serve as a model for all large cities to follow.”
The document outlines the following three objectives that would serve to overthrow the current public system:
1. to create 260 new high-quality charter schools
2.  to generate 130,000 high-quality charter seats
3. to reach 50 percent charter market share
The initiative seeks to accomplish these ambitious goals by 2023. As the LA Times reports:
Organizers of the effort have declined to publicly release details of the plan. But the memo lays out a strategy for moving forward, including
how to raise money, recruit and train teachers, provide outreach to parents and navigate the political battle that will probably ensue.
The document cites numerous foundations and individuals who could be tapped for funding. In addition to the Broad Foundation, the
list includes the Gates, Bloomberg, Annenberg and Hewlett foundations. Among the billionaires cited as potential donors are Stewart and
Lynda Resnick, major producers of mandarin oranges, pistachios and pomegranates; Irvine Co. head Donald Bren; entertainment mogul
David Geffen; and Tesla Motors’ Elon Musk.
According to teacher and education reform watchdog Peter Greene, writing at his Curmudgucation blog, the plan reads as “forty-four
pages of How to Completely Circumvent the Public School System for Fun and Profit.”
“This is not just about educational quality (or lack thereof), or just about how to turn education into a cash cow for a few high rollers
- this is about a ham-handed effort to circumvent democracy in a major American city,” Greene continued. “There’s nothing in this plan
about listening to the parents or community - only about what is going to be done to them by men with power and money.”
Among the plan’s sharpest critics is LA Unified School Board President Steve Zimmer, who characterized it to LA School Report as
(Continued on page 7)

*

Thus, Washington voters had
approved to give public money to private
entities—a one-way street that provided
no means for such funds to overseen by
the public.
That approval, as Education policy
analyst Diane Ravtich explains, came
thanks to a big-money effort.
The new ruling states that charters,
“devoid of local control from their
inception to their daily operation,”
cannot be classified as “common schools,”
nor have “access to restricted common
school funding.”
Ravitch writes that the 6-3 decision
“is a big win for parents and public
schools,” and that it “gives hope to parents
all across America, who see charter schools
draining funding from their public schools,
favoring the privileges of the few over the
rights of the many.”
The Washington EducationAssociation
(WEA), which, along with the League of
Women Voters and El Centro de la Raza
were part of the coalition that challenged
the law, applauded the decision.
“The Supreme Court has affirmed
what we’ve said all along—charter schools
steal money from our existing classrooms,
and voters have no say in how these
charter schools spend taxpayer funding,”
said Kim Mead, president of the WEA, in
a statement.
“Instead of diverting taxpayer dollars
to unaccountable charter schools, it’s time
for the Legislature to fully fund K-12 public
schools so that all of Washington’s children
get the quality education the Constitution
guarantees them,” Mead continued.
(Andrea Germanos writes for Common
Dreams … where this report was first posted.)
- CityWatch
October, 2015
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Europe Is Making
a Fatal Mistake
By Dennis Prager

A

llowing millions of Syrians and others from the Muslim Middle East into Europe
will end up a catastrophe for Europe, and therefore for the West.
This may be the most difficult sentence I have ever written. Little seems more
obviously moral than to allow these benighted Syrians, Iraqis and others to flee from hell
into heaven. Therefore, arguing against allowing large numbers of them into Europe (and the
United States) seems to be advocating for something that is heartless and just morally wrong.
Also, as a Jew, I am particularly sensitive to any parallels to the Holocaust. And
looking at photos and videos of families trying to escape Syria, where two monsters —
the Assad regime and the Islamic State — are devouring each other and hundreds of
thousands in their way, how can I not think back to a time when Jews sought to escape
the Nazi monster devouring them?
It was precisely this thinking that led the distinguished former chief rabbi of the United
Kingdom, Jonathan Sacks, to write a moving column for The Guardian, comparing the
Syrian refugees to the Jews of Europe before and during the Holocaust:
“One of the dark moments in that history occurred in July 1938, when representatives of
32 countries gathered in the French spa town of Evian to discuss the humanitarian disaster
that everyone knew was about to overtake the Jews of Europe wherever Hitler’s Germany
held sway. Jews were desperate to leave. ... Yet country after country shut its doors. Nation
after nation in effect said it wasn’t their problem.”
How does an ethically motivated person — Jew or non-Jew — deal with the emotionally
powerful Holocaust argument?
For one thing, the parallels are far from precise.
Every Jew in Nazi-occupied Europe — man, woman, child, baby — was targeted for
death. The Syrian people are not targeted for death. The only such targets in the Middle
East — aside from the Jews of Israel — are Christians and Yazidis, every one of whom
should most definitely be allowed into Europe and the United States.
The parallel is also imprecise because the vast majority of the Jews of Germany and
many other European countries were assimilated citizens of their respective countries, who
thoroughly embraced Western culture and values. In contrast, most of the Muslims of the
Middle East — and the largely Muslim population (from non-Arab countries) already in
Europe — hold values that are not merely different from, but opposed to, those of Europe.
It is not as if Europe has no experience with large numbers of Muslim immigrants. And
the experience has been largely negative. Most European countries are bad at assimilating
people from other cultures, especially from Muslim cultures. And large numbers of people
from Muslim cultures are bad at assimilating into non-Muslim cultures.
Many Muslim immigrants in the UK, France and Sweden live in Muslim ghettoes and
have not assimilated. Moreover, and of particular importance, children of the immigrants
— the ones born and raised in European countries — are usually the most radical and
anti-Western. It is worth recalling that the 9/11 terror attack on America was planned by
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America Has Taken More
Than Our Share of Refugees
By Phyllis Schlafly

T

he United States is the most generous nation in the world, and we have taken many
refugees from foreign lands. Europe has not offered to take refugees from Central
America, so why are some politicians here insisting that we take many thousands of
refugees from the Middle East?
While refugee crises are tragic, crimes committed by transplanted peoples against
unwarned, unprotected victims in our own country are even more tragic. Politicians
demanding that American neighborhoods accept thousands of refugees, without proper
screening or any indication by the migrants that they genuinely want to assimilate into our
culture, should be rejected.
Americans are horrified by images of tens of thousands of people, mostly young
unattached Muslim men from the Middle East and Africa, crossing unguarded borders into
Europe. The news media often describe these people sympathetically as refugees from the
civil war in Syria, but many could be migrants seeking a more comfortable life in a rich
society with a cradle-to-grave welfare state.
The scene is eerily reminiscent of the tens of thousands of people from Central America who
crossed into the United States last summer. Often described sympathetically as unaccompanied
minors fleeing gang violence, most of those Central American arrivals were able-bodied, tough
young men who left their families in search of better economic opportunities.
The Muslim migrants follow a route through Turkey, Macedonia and Serbia into
Hungary, the European country closest to the Middle East, and from Hungary they can
travel throughout 26 European nations.
The idea of creating nations without borders, allowing the free movement of people
inside a common perimeter, was pushed by President George W. Bush when he met with
Mexico’s president and Canada’s prime minister in Waco, Texas, on March 23, 2005. Soon
after that first summit of “the three amigos,”? the Council on Foreign Relations published
“Toward a North American Community,” which called for a “seamless market” with “a
more open border for the movement of goods and people.”
Our daily freedoms could be sharply limited if terrorists were to slip into our country
along with migrants from areas hostile to the United States.
Stark financial problems also stand against welcoming so many strangers into our
country. More than 90 percent of recent refugees from the Middle East are on welfare,
according to official statistics published by the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR).
Our welfare system is already strained by the Central American migrants who entered
our country illegally and never went home. There are a potential six billion people in the
world who would like to partake in the American welfare system if given the opportunity,
but we cannot afford to foot the bill for everyone in the world who does not have a job.
An open-door policy toward Syrian refugees would be dangerous and costly for
American communities. As Sessions says, “Our policy should be to keep the refugees as close
to home as possible. For the cost of one in the United States, we could probably provide
maintenance to 10, maybe more, in or near their home country.”
(Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and author of two new
books just published last year.)
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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LAPD Deputy Chief
Green to Address
Porter Ranch
T

he Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council (PRNC) will
have LAPD Deputy Chief Operations-Valley Bureau
Bob Green as their next guest speaker. The PRNC will
meet on Wednesday, October 14 at 6pm. The PRNC usually
meets on the first Monday of the Month, but moved this
meeting in order to host the guest speaker.
Chief Green is expected to address issues of concern to
Porter Ranch including LAPD officers’ training in working
and dealing with the mentally ill, homelessness, ‘knock-knock’
burglaries, Proposition 47 reducing penalties for some crimes,
RVs on Tampa, and car racing. Residents and stakeholders
alike are invited to bring their questions and concerns.
The PRNC will attend to other business as well, including
discussing and submitting a community impact statement on
Los Angeles City Council file 14-0054-S1, which focuses on
impounding vehicles used in illegal street racing, exhibitions
of speed and reckless driving. Residents are often disturbed
at all hours of the night as street racers screech down the
wide main access roads of Porter Ranch and this topic has
regularly been discussed by the board.
The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council meets in the
Porter Ranch Community School Multipurpose Room,
12450 Mason Ave, located at the corner of Mason and Sesnon.
The PRNC is elected by the community as an official City of
Los Angeles entity to represent the community to the City
Council and Departments. Find out more: www.prnc.org.
Contact Information: Sean O’Rourke, Porter Ranch
Neighborhood Council, seanorourke@prnc.org

(Image is an artist rendering and not meant as a final design.)

The Village at Porter Ranch

P

orter Ranch turned out in droves for the Big Reveal of the planned retail and entertainment center
to be called The Village at Porter Ranch. Shapell Liberty Investment Properties presented their
plan at the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council meeting September 2 for the large swath of land
at the corner of Rinaldi and Porter Ranch Drive.
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CityWatchLA

Mr. Mayor: Time
for Action, Not
Press Releases

M

By Jack Humphreville

ayor Eric Garcetti issued a press release, saying he “concluded
[his third] annual review of every City department head as part
of his commitment to improve real outcomes for Angelenos by
bringing enhanced accountability and performance measurement to
City government.”
Garcetti proceeded to highlight the filling of more potholes,
the preliminary benchmarking of the efficiency (or inefficiency) of
the Department of Water and Power’s operations, and three very
expensive DWP environmental initiatives.
But you cannot run an $8 billion enterprise with over 30,000
employees serving over 4 million Angelenos by press releases and
political slogans and posturing. Rather, you need realistic goals, long
range planning, real time management information systems, and
well trained executives and managers who can hold departments
and employees accountable.
While Garcetti has stressed his Back to Basics agenda, we have
yet to see a detailed plan that addresses the repair and maintenance
of our streets and sidewalks even though the City had contemplated a
$4.5 billion tax increase over the next thirty years. Nor have we seen
any plan that focuses on the sorry state of our parks and recreational
facilities despite numerous complaints. Nor have we seen any plan
that contemplates the development of enterprise software that would
replace our Stone Age IT systems.  
The Garcetti administration has also not developed a detailed
five year financial plan that should be standard operating procedure
for any $8 billion organization. Rather, the City operates on a year to
year basis, juggling revenues and expenditures to balance the budget,
trying to eliminate the Structural Deficit where the growth in salaries,
benefits and pension contributions exceeds the increase in revenues.  
In the past, shortfalls have been eliminated by deferring maintenance
on our streets, sidewalks, and parks, gaming the pension system, or
raiding DWP and other special funds.  
Proper planning would have also revealed that the City will
have a difficult time financing its new four year labor contract with
its 20,000 civilian workers if it wants to begin the systematic repair
and maintenance of our streets, sidewalks, and parks and meet its
contractual hiring goal of 5,000 additional civilian workers. Put
another way, any increases in tax revenues will be devoured by the
new labor contract.  
If Los Angeles is to be a world class city that is capable of
hosting the 2024 Olympics, City Hall must have a laser focus on the
management and efficiency of its more than 30,000 employees, the
timely delivery of services to its four million residents, the repair and
maintenance of its infrastructure, and the restructuring of its budget
and its $25 to $30 billion of long term liabilities.  
Back to Basics is a great political slogan.  But it will require
hard political decisions to make it a reality.
(Jack Humphreville writes LA Watchdog for CityWatch. He is the
President of the DWP Advocacy Committee.)
October, 2015
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Let the HearUSA team get you back
in the conversation with affordable
solutions for better hearing.
•
•

28

TH ANNIVERSARY EXCLUSIVE
HEARING EVENT!

Hearing aid prices starting at $995
Free Demonstration of the latest hearing
aid technology

•

Risk-Free 60-Day Trial on all purchases

•

100% Quality Guarantee on all products

EXPERIENCE BETTER THAN NORMAL HEARING IN NOISY SITUATIONS*
with Siemens binax smart hearing aids, recipient of the 2015 Gold Edison Award

FREE

$

42” Smart TV

with purchase of a pair of Siemens
Level 7 binax Hearing Aids

Gift Retail Price $499. Offers cannot be
combined. Excludes previous purchases.
Call for details. Offer expires 10/31/15.

FREE

or

28 ANNIVERSARY

800 OFF

TH

28th
EXCLUSIVE
HEARING EVENT!

Anniversary

pack of hearing aid batteries!

Limit one pack per person; redeemable one time only. Offer
expires 10/31/15.

purchase of a pair of Siemens
Level 3 binax Hearing Aids
Everyday retail price for Siemens Level 3 binax is $2,895
each, Sale Price $2,495 each. Offers cannot be combined.
Excludes previous purchases. Call for details.
Offer expires 10/31/15.

FREE 25
$

Dunkin’ Donuts Gift Card
with a FREE Hearing Screening
Must have hearing loss. Call for details. Offers
cannot be combined. Offer expires 10/31/15.

Call today for your FREE Hearing Check-Up!
New Location in
Granada Hills!

16914 San Fernando Mission Blvd, Granada Hills

Call Toll Free: 855.802.5531

*Studies conducted at University of Northern Colorado (2014) and Oldenburg Horzentrum (2013) showed that Speech Reception Thresholds (SRT) in cocktail party situations improved up
to 2.9DB for wearers with mild to moderate hearing loss using the latest BestSoundTM Technology with Narrow Directionality compared to people with normal hearing.
This corresponds to over 25% improvement in speech understanding.
www.hearusa.com
© 2015 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved.
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Diversity in the Church:
Christ's Love for All
By
Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford Shepherd of the Hills

O

ne way that Christians can demonstrate their love for Christ is by how they love
people—all kinds of people. Not just those who look like us or speak our language,
but also those who come from different social and cultural backgrounds. According
to Ed Stetzer, a Christian pastor and missiologist, diverse churches remain rare. He said,
“Everybody wants diversity, but many don’t want to be around people who are different.”
The early Christian churches were diverse on multiple levels, which fulfilled the words
of the prophet Isaiah, which Jesus Christ quoted in Mark 11:17, “Is it not written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations?’” The Apostle Paul personally
experienced the abundant diversity in the church of Antioch, where for the first time Jewish
and Gentile Christians worshiped God together as equals (Acts 11:19-26).
It is good to remember that underneath our varied cultural heritage, personal
preferences, political views, and economic backgrounds, we all share the oneness of being
a child of God. As Christians we are charged to connect to all peoples of all cultures. As
believers, we have been united with Christ through salvation. All of those who are one with
Jesus Christ are one with each other.  Paul writes in Galatians 3:28, “In Christ, there is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
World travel, increased immigration, and modern technology have brought us
closer to peoples from all over the world. As believers, we need to get rid of the fear and

anxiety that separate us from one another. Through faith in Jesus
Christ we are no longer “strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
the saints, and members of the household of God…” (Ephesians 2:19). Where there is
diverse membership, the church benefits from the perspectives and gifts each racial, cultural,
and socio-economic group offers. A church that represents all the colors of the rainbow gets to enjoy
the beauty of that rainbow.
Our church should be a gathering of people radiantly living the command from Jesus when
He said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”  (John 13:34-35)  
Christ’s love extended to all kinds of people—the rich, the poor, the sick, Gentiles, Samaritans,
the lovable, the despicable. Christ’s love must motivate and compel us to extend the same love to
others. As His disciples, we are to follow His example. Our walk and our attitude should resemble
our Master’s walk.
Revelation 7:9 provides a forecast of the diversity that will be present in Heaven:“After these
things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number of all nations, tribes,
peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” I look forward to that great and wonderful day. But
in the meantime, let us prepare our hearts by encouraging
and celebrating diversity today!
Edited by Carmencita F. Davino, Ph.D.
(Dudley Rutherford is the senior pastor of the
10,000-member Shepherd Church in Porter Ranch (Los
Angeles), California. You can connect with Dudley online at
www.WallsFallDownBook.com or on Twitter @pastordudley)

Confidential! Charter
School Memo
Is an “Outline for a
Hostile Takeover”
(Continued from page 4)

a destructive strategy that would ignore the needs of
thousands of children “living in isolation, segregation and
extreme poverty.”
And in an interview with the LA Times, Zimmer
called Broad’s plan “an outline for a hostile takeover.”
The proposal has reportedly split the LA Unified
School Board. “The concept amazes and angers me,” said
board member Scott Schmerelson. “Far from being in
the best interest of children, it is an insult to teaching and
administrative professionals, an attack on democratic,
transparent and inclusive public school governance and
negates accountability to taxpayers.”
Meanwhile, an estimated 1,000 teachers, students,
parents, and community members came out for the
much-anticipated Broad museum opening in downtown
Los Angeles, protesting what they see as Broad’s negative
impact on education in the city.
NBC Los Angeles spoke with United Teachers Los
Angeles president Alex Caputo-Pearl, who “noted Broad’s
political contributions to help defeat Proposition 30, a
proposal to raise taxes to fund public schools, including
arts program funding.”
“We’re concerned about the hypocrisy of building
this great new arts museum in downtown, but working
against schools having good arts programs across Los
Angeles,” Caputo-Pearl said.
Education expert Diane Ravitch, writing at her blog,
put it more bluntly, saying Broad’s plan “would, of course,
decimate the remaining public schools by draining them
of students and resources.”
She continued:
“And the city would run a dual school-system, both
supported by public funds. But only the charters would
be free to reject students they don’t want, and they would
have ample resources from their friends in philanthropy
and hedge funds.
Who elected Eli Broad, a man who has said publicly
that he knows nothing about education, to redesign the
public schools that belong to the people, not to him?”
UTLA’s Caputo-Pearl has challenged Broad to a
public debate over the future of public education in Los
Angeles. Broad has yet to respond.
(Deirdre Fulton is a writer at CommonDreams  where
this was first posted.) Edited for CityWatch by Linda
Abrams.

October, 2015
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Alan Dershowitz on Iran
Nuclear Deal: “I’m Furious
With President Obama”

L

ong-time Democrat, Israel defender and famed law professor Alan Dershowitz told a
synagogue audience last month that he was “furious” with President Obama over the
Iran nuclear deal.
Speaking at Manhattan’s illustrious Park East Synagogue, Dershowitz implied he had
been betrayed by the president he had formerly championed.
He recounted being invited to the Oval Office before Obama’s reelection in 2012, where
the president had committed to being vigilant on the Iranian nuclear issue. Obama has now
crossed many of his own red lines, said Dershowitz, who backed Obama in two elections.
The international law expert, who just published The Case Against the Iran Deal: How
Can We Now Stop Iran from Getting Nukes? –– a book he completed in 11 days — went on to
point out that not a single senator who announced support for the deal was of the opinion that
it was a good agreement.
He also asserted that the P5+1 powers have entered into an as yet unseen secret side deal with
Iran, which negates the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action’s central premise: that “Iran reaffirms
that under no circumstances will Iran ever seek, develop or acquire any nuclear weapons.”
The former Harvard scholar said the deal was worse than Russian roulette, because there
is a “more than a one-in-six chance under this deal that Iran will develop nuclear weapons.”
As someone who knows the Israeli prime minister, he insisted that Benjamin
Netanyahu is “not going to preside over a second Shoah [Holocaust],” and if it came to
the “terrible tragic choice” of allowing Iran to go nuclear or taking military action, the
premier would chose the latter.
The approval in Congress over the nuclear deal will by no means end the issue,
Dershowitz added, saying, “The small battle has been lost; the big battle is just beginning.”
- The Algemeiner

Poll: Support for Iran V
Deal Plummets

A

merican support for the nuclear deal between six world powers led by the U.S. and Iran
has dropped to an incredible 21 percent low, staining what the Obama administration
hoped would be its crowning foreign policy achievement in the second term.
According to Pew Research Center, nearly half of Americans, or 49 percent, disapprove
of the deal meant to curb Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief, up from
45% a week after President Obama announced the landmark accord in July.
And the share of Americans who support it has dropped from about a third, 33%, to
just over a fifth, or 21%. Additionally, the percentage of Americans who said they were
unsure rose from 22% in July to 30% in September.
According to a poll by conservative foreign policy group Secure America Now,
which questioned Republicans, Democrats and Independents on a number of issues
pertaining to the Iran deal, there is wide bipartisan support for legislation that would
ramp up sanctions against Iran, despite Tehran’s threat to walk away from the deal if
additional sanctions are imposed. Nearly 80% of Republicans, 48% of Democrats and
72% of Independents felt that Congress should boost sanctions over Iran’s support for
terrorist groups like Hezbollah.
- Algemeiner

VW Sued in L.A. Over
“Clean Diesel” Testing

olkswagen AG and its American division was sued on behalf of Los Angeles-area
consumers who allege the automaker misled buyers by cheating on air pollution
tests for its “clean diesel” line of vehicles.
According to the proposed class-action complaint, filed in Los Angeles federal
court, the German automaker sold 2009-15 diesel Volkswagen and Audi cars with
software that turns on full pollution controls only when the vehicle is undergoing
official emissions testing.
“In order for VW to increase sales, consumers were told they were buying a
diesel vehicle that was cleaner than a gas-powered engine, and now we find out that
was not true,” said Richard McCune, a partner in an Inland Empire law firm that
filed the lawsuit.
“Volkswagen was deceptive in the manufacturing and the marketing of the
vehicles,” he alleged. “What’s worse, not only did they lie to their customers but
essentially to the entire population as they polluted the environment with an unlawful
level of contaminants.”
The Environmental Protection Agency and California Air Resources Board
issued notices of violation to Volkswagen Group of America, citing it for equipping
almost 500,000 cars with a “defeat device”- software that would recognize when the
vehicle was being tested, and implement the full pollution control systems only under
those circumstances.
On the open road, the vehicles were spewing up to 40 times the permitted amount
of nitrogen oxide, according to the EPA.
Plaintiffs allege that the device has caused the vehicles to lose value.

Europe Is Making a Fatal Mistake
(Continued from page 5)

Muslim immigrants living in Germany. Muhammad Atta, the leader, Ramzi bin alShibh, Ziad Jarrah, Said Bahaji and Marwan al-Shehhi had lived in Germany for
between five and eight years respectively. Bahaji was born in Germany.
So, then, why would any European leader assume that things will turn out better with a
million or more new Muslim immigrants from the Middle East? Or assume that the number will
stop at 800,000?
And on what moral basis can the EU object to bringing in the million and a half mostly
non-Muslim Nigerians who have fled their homes due to Boko Haram terror and the Islamist
government war in that country?
Europe means well in taking in a million refugees from the Middle East. But when good
intentions trump experience and wisdom, you’re asking for trouble — in this case, civilizationthreatening trouble.
First, many of the children of these immigrants will not remember Assad or ISIS and will

resent their likely inferior socioeconomic status and lack of full integration into European society.
They will then cause havoc in Europe.
Second, the economic growth and unemployment rates of the EU countries — including
Germany — are not robust enough to handle a vast number of newcomers. And as the British
writer Janet Daly pointed out in The Telegraph, what about “the pressures on their hospitals and
GPs’ surgeries, and of shortages of housing and school places”?
Third, it is as certain as night follows day that Islamic State and other terror groups will
place terrorists among the refugees coming into Europe.
Fourth, as a result of the three arguments above, some European countries will be threatened
by far-right political movements that will arise in opposition to the threat to their national identity,
values and economy.
None of this means Europe and America should do nothing. Indeed, it was precisely Europe
and America doing nothing about Assad that helped to create this horror. - Jewish World Review

(Continued on page 11)
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Garcetti, L.A. City Council
Declare Homelessness an
Emergency
S

aying a “state of emergency” exists in Los Angeles due to rampant homelessness,
Mayor Eric Garcetti and City Council members said they plan to spend $100
million or more to battle the problem.
Garcetti said the homeless people who sleep on the lawn of City Hall lawn are a
“symbol of our city’s intense crisis,” and said he wants the city to immediately put $13
million into services and rental subsidies for the city’s homeless.
More than 25,000 people are homeless within the city of Los Angeles, according to the
latest 2015 count by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority. Countywide, homelessness
has risen 12 percent since 2013’s count, from 39,461 to 44,359 people homeless.
Several City Council members introduced motions to declare an emergency around
homelessness and ask for a plan to spend up to or more than $100 million in city funds to
address the issue. Council members said they have yet to figure out where they will find
the money, or whether the money will be spent annually or spread out over time.
The declaration of an emergency is a tool that has been used by California government
agencies, including cities, to ease rules around the use of city facilities and private property
as shelter for the homeless. The city of Los Angeles declared a state of emergency following
the 1994 Northridge earthquake in order to more quickly shelter displaced residents,
Councilman Mike Bonin’s spokesman David Graham-Caso said.
The city’s annual winter shelters are also made possible through a declaration of a
shelter emergency, he said.
This latest proposed emergency declaration would not only make it easier to set
up shelters in Los Angeles, but could also allow the city to speed up the construction of
affordable homes in the city.

Union Rescue Mission CEO
Loses Use of Legs to Infections
By Kevin Roderick

A

ndy Bales says: “Conditions on Skid Row are worse than they have ever been in the 11
years I’ve been here. And I would venture to say that they are the worst and the most
violent and the most lawless than they have ever been.”
This is the CEO of the Union Rescue Mission, saying the same thing that LAPD Skid
Row guardian Deon Joseph said a year ago, when he wrote that LA’s Skid Row is in the
midst of a full-on “mental health emergency.” I think we can assume they know what
they are talking about and are not hyping. Time to understand that, LA. The Los Angeles
downtown renaissance is taking place next to this, the biggest and worst urban dumping
district of any city in America.
But now this: Bales has been told he will never walk normally again. He picked up
a nasty trifecta of infection — E. coli, strep and staph — out on Skid Row, he thinks. Six
weeks of drip antibiotics in the hospital didn’t cure him. Now he uses a wheelchair, wakes
up in pain every day, wears a special boot and may have to get a leg amputated.

Hollywood High Rise Is Vacated

A

By John Schwada

three-judge California Court of Appeal panel has ruled unanimously against
the City of Los Angeles and CIM Group, one of the city’s biggest real estate
developers, finding the city illegally allowed CIM to build a 22-story tower on
Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
The Court of Appeal affirmed the trial court’s ruling that ordered the city to void
all permits it had illegally granted to CIM, including but not limited to demolition and
building permits and certificates of occupancy, and ordering the city to prepare and
process subsequent environmental reviews.
The ruling is another setback for CIM’s efforts to dodge responsibility for its illegal
demolition of the 1924 façade of the Old Spaghetti Factory, said Robert P. Silverstein, attorney
for plaintiff La Mirada Avenue Neighborhood Association of Hollywood. The decision affirms
trial court Judge James C. Chalfant’s Oct. 2014 ruling in favor of La Mirada’s complaint.
As a condition of developing the property, CIM was required to preserve the unique,
columned façade of the Old Spaghetti Factory building, part of Hollywood’s streetscape since
the 1920’s, and incorporate it into the new project. After getting all of its approvals, CIM then
violated this core condition.  
“Part of what makes this case so troubling is that Mayor Eric Garcetti and current
Hollywood Councilman Mitch O’Farrell never lifted a finger or raised a cry to stop
CIM,” added Silverstein, noting it was Garcetti – as Hollywood’s previous councilman –
who touted preservation of the historic façade as a key project benefit.
“Garcetti and O’Farrell knew the developer’s midnight demolition of the façade
on Feb. 21, 2012 was illegal, and they knew that all the subsequent construction was
illegal,” said Silverstein.
“Beyond the loss of our history and waste of millions of taxpayer dollars, what is
so infuriating about this case is the City Hall-Developer culture of rule breaking,”
Silverstein said.   
The city allowed CIM to construct significantly less parking for the project than the code
required and to save millions of dollars in construction costs because the developer claimed
preserving the historic façade was a hardship that made underground excavation difficult.
At its peak, only about 65 of the 305 units were leased.
Later, CIM leased out an additional four floors of the building to an AirBnb operation
run by Ginosi USA Corporation, for $160,000-a-month. “CIM doubly-victimized the
original tenants by tricking them to move into the building in the first place and then by
subjecting them to an AirBnb operation that generated complaints about prostitution,
drug-dealing and other nuisances,” as the tenants testified before the city’s Board of
Building & Safety Commissioners, said Silverstein.
“CIM tried to use the tenants as shields against the consequences of its own illegal actions,”
said Silverstein.   
(John Schwada is a former investigative reporter for Fox 11 in Los Angeles, the LA Times
and the late Herald Examiner. He is a contributor to CityWatch.)
						
- CityWatch
October, 2015

Top Trained Orthopedic Surgeon Moves to Northridge

Eric Ferkel, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
Dr. Eric Ferkel, Fellowship-trained in Sports Medicine & Arthroscopic
and Reconstructive Surgery of the Shoulder, Knee, Foot and Ankle,
has joined Southern California Orthopedic Institute (SCOI) in their
Porter Ranch and Van Nuys offices.
Dr. Ferkel completed his residency at the University of Southern
California (USC), a fellowship in orthopedic sports medicine at
New England Baptist Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts and a
second fellowship at OrthoCarolina in Charlotte, North Carolina in
foot and ankle surgery.
Dr. Ferkel is excited to be returning to the Los Angeles community
with his family and looks forward to taking care of adolescent and
adult patients at the Ranch and Van Nuys offices of SCOI. For more
information, please visit www.scoi.com, or call (818) 363-2273.
19950 Rinaldi Street #100
Porter Ranch

I

magine a school where the student experience goes beyond
textbooks, homework, and lectures. A school where academics
and learning are just as valuable as family spirit; a school that
prepares students for a lifetime of success by incorporating a
challenging Catholic education with moral, spiritual and religious
development. All in an environment that supports caring and respect
for all. We’re not just a school; we’re a family.
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Call today to schedule a

CAMPUS TOUR
Middle School
818.363.8127
19800 Devonshire St.
Chatsworth, CA 91311

High School
818.347.8300
7500 Chaminade Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

A Catholic school in the Marianist tradition for grades 6 - 12.
Setting the standard for Catholic education.

www.chaminade.org
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LOCAL Events
Square Dance Fundraiser

The Lads ‘n’ Lassies Square Dance Club will have a
big fund raiser on October 3rd from 7:30 – 10:30 p.m.
at Wilkinson Senior Center (Vanalden/Nordhoff) to
benefit the Search Dog Foundation. Raffle baskets, silent
auction, and search dog demonstration will be part of
the activities for the evening.   Open to square dancers
and non-dancers alike. Come out and support this very
awesome organization. Info:  Sandy: 818-344-0305.

Business Card Ad

Only $75 Monthly
Call 310-429-0484

YMCA Arts & Crafts Festival

The North Valley Family YMCA Arts & Crafts Festival
on Saturday, October 3rd, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, is a fun
event for families in our community that promotes the arts
and community relationships. The festival will have special
activities, crafts, games, prizes, vendors, kid’s activities, plus
snack and food options for participants. The Y is located at
11336 Corbin Ave. in Northridge. For more information or
to become a vendor for the event, call (818) 368-3231.

1:00 pm at 21052 Devonshire Street. The Book Club will be
discussing Still Alice by Lisa Genova. For more information,
call (818) 341-4276.

GH High School College & Career Fair

The Granada Hills Charter High School annual College
& Career Fair will be held on Saturday, October 10, 11:00
am to 1:00 pm at 10535 Zelzah Avenue. This event is free
and open to all high schools, middle schools, and community
members. Over 100 colleges and universities from across the
country will be there. Free pizza lunch is served. For more
Valley Disaster Preparedness Fair
Prepare yourself by attending the Annual Valley Disaster information, call (818) 360-2361 or go to www.ghchs.com.
Preparedness Fair on Saturday, October 3, 10:00 am to 2:00
Granada Hills Street Faire
pm at Fire Station 87, 10124 Balboa Blvd. in Granada Hills.
The Granada Hills Street Faire is Back by Popular
There will be demonstrations and hands-on practice on Demand. The event will be on Saturday, October 10, 10:00
how to handle emergencies, a speaker series, a multitude of am to 5:00 pm. This year’s theme is Celebrating Community.
exhibitors, raffles, and free Family Emergency Preparedness Four city blocks of Chatsworth Street in downtown
Starter Kits (while supplies last). Online registration is now Granada Hills will be transformed into a traditional street
open. For more information and to register, please visithttp:// faire with fun for the entire family. For more information,
www.valleydisasterfair.com.
go to www.GranadaHillsStreetFaire.com. To buy tickets for
the Granada Hills Rotary Oktoberfest, go to http://www.
Porter Ranch Library
Join the Porter Ranch Library discussion group of men oktoberfestandwine.com.
and woman, ranging in various ages and ethnicities as they
S.O.L.I.D. Pasta Dinner
talk about their current book, Nothing to Envy: Ordinary
Join LAPD Devonshire Division and the Supporters Of
lives in North Korea by Barbara Demick on Saturday, Law Enforcement in Devonshire (S.O.L.I.D.) for their 20th
October 3, 10:00 am at 11371 Tampa Ave. For more Annual All You Can Eat Pasta Dinner on Friday, October
information, please call (818) 360-5706.
16, 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm at St. Nicholas Church, 9501 Balboa
Blvd. in Northridge. Tickets are $10.00 per person. For
Chatsworth Pioneer Day
Chatsworth Pioneer Day will be held on Sunday, October more information, go to www.soliddevonshire.org or check
4, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at Homestead Acre of Chatsworth them out on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Park South (West end of Devonshire St.), 10385 Shadow SOLID/410669915649641.
Oak Drive. This event is a fun and interesting family festival
Chatsworth Book Sale
with a chili cook off, loads of old-time activities, food, games,
The Friends of the Chatsworth Library are hosting
and museum exhibits that feature Chatsworth’s equestrian a giant book sale on Saturday, October 17, 10:00 am to
heritage and pioneer families. Parking can be found in the 2:00 pm at 21052 Devonshire Street. Hardback books are
Chatsworth Train Depot, 10038 Old Depot Plaza Rd. in $1 while paperbacks and videos are only 50 cents. For
Chatsworth. For more information about Pioneer Day, call more information, call (818) 341-4276 or go to http://
(818) 882-5614.
laplchatsworthfriends.org.

West Valley Christian Center

West Valley Christian Center is celebrating 75 years
serving this community in Jesus’ name. On Sunday, Oct.
4th at 10:45 AM is “Homecoming” with a special concert by
Larry Wayne Morbitt. All are welcome, especially former
members of WVCC (or Canoga Park Assembly of God, as
it was previously known). The church is located at 22001
Nordhoff Street in Chatsworth. (818) 882-8177.

Santa Susana Park Volunteer Training

The Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park is calling for
volunteers for their Trail Observers of Santa Susana (TOSS),
Graffiti Abatement and Park Clean Up, Weed Warriors, and
Interpretive Programs. California State Parks is excited to
offer training to volunteers that are interested in becoming a
State Parks volunteer. The volunteer training will be held on
Saturday, October 17. For more information, call (818) 7844849 or email Santasusana@parks.ca.gov. Please RSVP for
Chatsworth Library Book Club
Discover new books and meet local community training by Saturday, October 10.
members that share similar interests by joining the
Harvest Festival
Chatsworth Library Book Club on Wednesday, October 7,
Heritage Christian School will be having their annual
Harvest Festival on Friday,
October 23, from 6:00 pm
– 8:00 pm. There will be
plenty of family-friendly fun
for those preschool through
elementary age. For those
interested in learning more
Serving San Fernando Valley and Las Vegas
about Heritage there will
Licensed and Bonded
be a prospective family
presentation at 7:00 pm.
Please call for estimates.
Heritage is located at 17531
Rinaldi Street in Granada
Hills. For more information,
visit www.Heritage-Schools.
org or call (818) 368-7071.

COLE BROS. POOL SERVICE


Looking forward to serving you.

1-702-461-1333 / 1-818-366-9880

Trunk or Treat
Festival

COPY GIRL
Briana N. Haghighi

LET’S MAKE
A DIFFERENCE
E MAIL: yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com

YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
NORTH VALLEY FAMILY YMCA

JOIN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL PEERS AND
BECOME AN ADULT CAPABLE OF ACCEPTING
THE CHALLENGES OF LEADING YOUR
GENERATION INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM.
Youth & Government is a 6-month program for
High Schoolers, teaching the values of democracy
by creating citizen leaders to experience
government first-hand and learn how to solve
community problems through the democratic
process.

The Valley Voice is published every
last Tuesday of the Month.
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Learn more at: www.ymcala.org/nv
https://www.youtube.com/user/calymca
or call Rene Rubalcava at 818 521 7178
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Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church is hosting a Trunk
or Treat Festival on Friday,
October 30th from 5-8pm. The
church is located at 8520
Winnetka Ave. in Winnetka.
Food and game tickets will be
on sale in the church office or
you can purchase them at the
event. Visit http://www.ourredeemer.org/ or call 818/3413460 for more information.

Deadline for
Non-Profits

Please submit very brief
local events, space is limited,
by the 20th, for the following
month. Send word document
toyourvalleyvoice@hotmail.
com. No faxes, phone calls
or mail.
Rachel Reiter,
Local Events Coordinator
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Planned
Parenthood
Politics
By Susan Estrich

I

t wasn’t just the Republican candidates who, with
one exception, went out of their ways to outdo one
another in their condemnation of an organization that
is the sole provider of basic gynecological, obstetric and
preventative care services to millions of American men
and women.
That’s 5 million people worldwide, and 2.7 million in
the United States.
And, need I add, not only do most of these
patients not come for abortions, but no federal funds are
used to pay for abortions in any Planned Parenthood clinic
— which has not stopped Republicans from threatening
to close down the government unless the House cuts off
funding to Planned Parenthood.
Shutting down the whole government like this,
something the Republicans have done before (and paid the
political price for) makes even less sense here than it did
when Republicans were playing games with Obamacare,
closing the government down even though there was no
chance that doing so would undo the Affordable Care
Act. In this case, there isn’t even a plan to bring up
similar legislation in the Senate, where there seem to be
a few more grown-ups (although unfortunately, none of
them are running for president). So the plan is, “Let’s
close down the Government, which will hurt all kinds
of people having nothing to do with abortion, so we can
protest an organization that helps millions of American
women.” Genius.
		 *		
*		
*
Did I mention that 1 in 5 American women has
visited a Planned Parenthood clinic sometime in her life?
Now, if you eliminate about 20 percent of women voters
before you start — and 84 percent of Planned Parenthood
patients are over the age of 20 — it means you need to get
6 out of 8 of the women who haven’t visited a Planned
Parenthood clinic to win a majority. No, but wait: many
women don’t go alone. They have mothers and sisters
and husbands and boyfriends — male voters who might
also react negatively to attacks on the one organization
that provides desperately needed health care to many of
our loved ones. Write them off, too.
These candidates are the crowd that would tell a
pregnant rape victim or a pregnant incest victim or a
woman carrying a baby who cannot survive to carry that
pregnancy to term and have that baby anyway. This is
the crowd that wants the government to tell a pregnant
woman that her unborn child’s life counts for more than
her own. Imagine the government deciding that. And
they call themselves conservative.
When I first moved to Los Angeles, I joined two
boards: Planned Parenthood of Los Angeles and the
California Abortion Rights Action League. The latter
(CARAL) was full of hard-core political activists,
campaign veterans and community organizers. I was
among the well-dressed, establishment types. Planned
Parenthood was another story. I was one of the least
well dressed, and the least conventional, people at those
meetings — that is, I was a Democrat. Planned Parenthood
had some of the richest, most powerful, most socially
connected Republicans in town on its board, and that is
how it was around the country. Planned Parenthood was
composed of men and women who cared about women
and children. Why would anyone put such a group on its
list of enemies?
		 *		
*		
*
Oh, we Democrats have our problems, with a socialist,
who won’t be elected president, inching embarrassingly
close in the polls to the heiress apparent, Hillary Clinton;
and Uncle Joe Biden and his cadre of very talented aides
getting tantalizingly close to a contest that is unlikely to
end well for him. But when it comes to actual issues, to
policy rather than labels or style, Democrats are a case
study in unity and compassion compared to the folks on
the stage at the Reagan Library. They were all doing
their best to imitate the Gipper, but none came close.
And if the Republicans on stage were hard to imagine
in Reagan’s shoes, some of their supporters would make
the late president aghast. Need I mention, only briefly,
Ann Coulter? For some reasons, Republicans (and news
networks) continue to treat her as if her words were
worth our consideration. This is what she tweeted last
month: “How many f—-ing Jews do these people think
there are in the United States?”
How many people can you offend in a single evening?
A lot, maybe even enough to lose an election.
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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The Doctor Is In
By Susan Estrich

G

iven that it is October, you might expect to see someone drawing even with Donald Trump. But you wouldn’t
expect that person to be one of the other least-likely-to-succeed candidates in the race: retired neurosurgeon
Ben Carson. Between a retired doctor and a debt-ridden developer, who is least qualified to be president of the
United States?
While their personal styles couldn’t be more different, Ben Carson and Donald Trump hale from the same
place: television. Donald Trump was a network star, but in the world of 24-hour opinions, Ben Carson has been a
staple for years. He’s one of those people who you recognize but aren’t sure why until you realize that you know him
“from television.”
Being president is hard. For that matter, even getting the nomination is hard. Neither Ben Carson nor Donald
Trump nor Bernie Sanders — the three big outsiders as of now, with Carly Fiorina angling for a spot alongside
them — have yet to be subject to the withering scrutiny generally reserved for those whose balloons have been
fully inflated by the press, and now must in the course of things be punctured. His supporters might argue that The
Donald is immune from such scrutiny, but even the most recent polls suggest otherwise: Trump’s support has pretty
much flattened out, and the big news is Carson’s gains, not Trump’s. Insulting Megyn Kelly may not be the best way
to prove to people that you should be president.
Most protest candidacies fail, as do most long-shot candidacies, as do most insurgent candidacies. The
establishment tends to win, sooner or later, and it’s not just because the rules and the momentum ultimately turn
against protest candidacies. No, the establishment wins because voters, no matter how angry they are, tend to be
rather risk-averse when it comes to picking actual presidents.
The late Lee Atwater, the first President Bush’s campaign manager, used to call it the little boat. On that little
boat are the handful of people we can imagine as president, whether we support them or not. At this point, only
one 2016 contender is in that boat, albeit with her life preserver on. Jeb Bush has a familial claim on a perch, but
so far, that isn’t getting him very far; Joe Biden has a vice president’s claim, although the best vice presidents
don’t necessarily make the best presidents.
It’s hard to imagine either Trump or Sanders or Carson making it onto that little boat. On the other hand,
the little screen offers limitless possibilities. If members of the press are the ultimate insiders (and, in Washington,
they are) then the fastest route there may be from the outside in. Just ask Mike Huckabee.
COPYRIGHT 2015 CREATORS.COM
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Columbus Day

#1 in California,
#1 in America,
38 Locations to
Serve You!

YEARS
NO INTEREST
NO DOWN
PAYMENT
NO MINIMUM
PURCHASE

*

On purchases with your Ashley Advantage™ credit card from 9/29/2015 to 10/19/2015.
Equal monthly payments required for 60 months. *See below for details.

PLUS

NORTHRIDGE
Just East of the
Northridge Mall
9301 Tampa Ave, Ste 1401
Northridge, CA 91324
818-717-1740
www.AshleyFurnitureHomeStore.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK:
Monday - Sunday 10am - 9pm

20

%

COMING
NOW2014
OPEN!
LATE

COLTON
Next to our Factory
855 Ashley Way
Colton, CA 92324
909-433-5303

BURBANK
East of the 5
Exit Burbank Blvd
401 N. 1st St
Burbank, CA 91502
818-840-5620

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
Just East of 405 Fwy
18060 Euclid St
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
714-549-3200

SANTA ANA
2800 N Main St., #2100
Santa Ana, CA 92705

CHULA VISTA
881 Showroom Pl
Chula Vista, CA 91914
619-656-4663

HAWTHORNE
East of 405,
Rosecrans Exit
14600 Ocean Gate Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250
310-349-2083

off

LAGUNA HILLS
Just North of
the Laguna Hills Mall
24001 El Toro Rd
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
949-461-0829

MONTCLAIR
Located South
of Montclair Plaza
5055 S. Montclair Plaza Ln
Montclair, CA 91763
909-625-4420

LONG BEACH
West of the 605 in Long
Beach Towne Center
7410 Carson Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90808
562-766-2050

OXNARD
Located in the Market Place
at Oxnard Shopping Center
1721 E Ventura Blvd
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-0284
PALMDALE
Across from the AV Mall
39626 10th St West
Palmdale, CA 93551
661-225-9410

LOS ANGELES
South of the 10,
Exit Convention Center
1810 S Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90015
213-745-2980

PALM DESERT
Desert Gateway Plaza
34740 Monterey Ave
Palm Desert, CA 92211
760-202-3052
SAN DIEGO
7770 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA 92126
619-393-4663
SAN MARCOS
1050 Los Vallecitos Blvd
San Marcos, CA 92069
760-539-4663

‡

your
purchase
SANTA CLARITA

Center Point Market Place
Across from Sam’s Club
& Super Walmart

26520 Carl Boyer Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
661-284-7200

YORBA LINDA
Just North of Fwy 91
22705 Savi Ranch Pkwy
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-363-9900

VICTORVILLE
North of Victor Valley Mall
12704 Amargosa Rd
Victorville, CA 92392
760-261-5386
WEST COVINA
Located in the
Eastland Shopping Center
2753 E Eastland Ctr Dr #2050
West Covina, CA 91791
626-938-1480

“Se Habla Español”

*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. Ashley Furniture does not require a down payment, however, sales tax and delivery charges are due at time of purchase if the purchase is made with your Ashley Advantage™
Credit Card. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The
equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to nonpromotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Promotional purchases of merchandise
will be charged to account when merchandise is delivered. Subject to credit approval.
§Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.
‡Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic®, Stearns & Foster®, Sealy Optimum™ and Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid™ mattress sets, floor models,

clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery fee, Manager’s Special pricing, Advertised Special pricing, and 14 Piece Packages and cannot be combined with financing specials. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Stoneledge
Furniture LLC. many times has multiple offers, promotions, discounts and financing specials occurring at the same time; these are allowed to only be used either/or and not both or combined with each other. Although every precaution is taken,
errors in price and/or specification may occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Some restrictions may apply.
Available only at participating locations. †DURABLEND® upholstery products feature a seating area made up of a combination of Polyurethane and/or PVC, Polycotton, and at least 17% Leather Shavings with a skillfully matched combination
of Polycotton and Polyurethane and/or PVC everywhere else. **Leather Match upholstery features top-grain leather in the seating areas and skillfully matched vinyl everywhere else. Ashley Furniture HomeStores are independently owned and
operated. ©2015 Ashley Furniture HomeStores, Ltd. Promotional Start Date: September 29, 2015. Expires: October 19, 2015.
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