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INSIDE

“If the press is free and all can read,
the nation is safe.” — Jefferson

Each President has not just the struggles of his term, 
the criticism and praise of his constituents, but also 
the decisions he must face in the moment, not yet 

knowing which chapter of history he occupies. Could 
he be at the beginning of a new story, or continuing the 
action where another has left off? Does he lead the plot in 
a new direction, or is it the plot that leads him? It is these 
questions that arise in such a time as this. A time of war in 
Iraq– struggles abroad. A time of changing immigration 
policy – struggles at home. 
 At this turning point, we have these and other questions 
which history and future generations will have to answer 
for the U.S. Until then, the question remains unanswered, 
what are we to do about the many people who want to get 
into this country legally? And what about the ones already 
here illegally? Looking back to the time shortly after the 
Civil War people spoke of mass deportation to Africa for 
the recently emancipated slaves to return to their homeland. 
The idea was just as absurd then as it is today, though it is 
still suggested, though not seriously considered. There have 

been real issues, though, with the question of immigration 
in this country, both with how it is now and how it ought 
to be. 
 Both sides in Washington have placed their ideas on 
the table, although no proposals have won enough support 
to have ballots cast in its favor to move forward into 
legislation proposal. 
 Since the blocking of the immigration bill in June, both 
sides have been eager to discuss the unresolved issues. So 
eager in fact that when a vote was taken to close discussion 
on the bill, it did not pass. Both parties were unwilling to 
cease discussion and take it to a vote. So debates continued, 
this time in the form of a filibuster. This continued until 
Senator Harry Reid, Democrat from Nevada, pulled the 
bill from the floor but said the Senate could resurrect it at a 
later date. Weeks later, it was defeated, never making it to 
the House.
 The chief concerns in the debate are what to do about 
the immigrants already here illegally, and what about 
those who wait and go through the process legally; more 
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We Honor Them

War Debate Heats Up,
But Our Brave Still Serve

By Katie Williams, Valley Voice reporter

Loaded with gear, he shuts the trunk of his car and looks at his checklist, 
making sure he has everything: boots, backpack, uniform, and even 
the small flashlight he holds in his left hand cannot be left behind. Jake 

Williams, member of the United States Navy, prepares to leave his home 
to go to battle like many other brave men and women who are currently 
sacrificing their time, talent, and treasure for our nation.

While each individual, soldier or civilian, has his own opinion about 
the war, most would say they support the soldiers who fight for us. There are 
many people who join the ranks to fight for us - and there is a story behind 
all who stand uniformly in their camouflage - men and women, parents and 
children, friends, fiancés, and siblings. In the San Fernando Valley, as in 
many other areas in the Southland, there are some who are preparing to 
leave, some that have recently returned, and others who served decades ago 
and are still telling their stories. 

There are some who are about to encounter the fight in a foreign 
country, who have prepared diligently with the best training and weapons 
that our military offers. As in the case of the fighter described above, he has 
served in our Navy for two years thus far and he continues to serve because 
he says, “We have an opportunity to go over there and to do some good, to help 
people.” 

He knows he fights alongside with others who have been well trained for 
combat and are ready to fight. While he embarks on this journey without taking 
others from home with him, he has the full support of his family and friends as he 
departs for battle. It is this act of selflessness that calls him and others to service.

Another San Fernando Valley resident, Robert Williams of the United States 
Air Force, shared why he chose to enter the military. 
“I wanted to do something that was more than just 
for myself. I wanted not to be served, but to serve,” 
which he did for four years, repairing planes as an 
Airman. Although his service in the military has 
ended, he still receives the support from his family 
and friends, and gratitude even from strangers. 
“Whenever people find out I was in the military 
they are very nice, they go out of their way to help 
me,” he says. People stop him and thank him and 
“you can tell they actually truly mean it.”

In the eyes of an older and wiser veteran, this 
war is reminiscent of many others before it. The battles of today are really 
just a continuation of what we fought for during Korea, Vietnam, and during both 
World Wars, just as it was on the day of the Pearl Harbor bombing. FDR was right; 
the day does live in infamy. We are still fighting to defend our liberty against those 
who assail it. 

Whether it was the Communists who fought to spread their international 
philosophy (just take a look at Marx’s Communist Manifesto), or Islamic extremists 
who desire the same kind of international dominance (have you listened to any of 
Osama bin Laden’s warnings?), it is essentially the same battle.

It is a defense of our Republic, our way of life, against those who will stop at 
nothing (who will go so far as volunteering to blow themselves up) to get what they 

want. They want not to simply spread just a belief, not just a religion, but their entire 
way of life. This parallel is clear to United States Navy Senior Chief Hospital Core man 
(combat medic), Jeff Houser, who served as a Marine in Vietnam. When comparing the 
enemy he defended the U.S. against in Vietnam to the enemy we are currently defending 
against he says, “It is uncanny how similar those two factions are – uncanny. Communists 
can’t live peacefully with non-Communists, Muslims extremists can’t live peacefully 
with non-Muslims. They seek to dominate with their philosophies internationally. They 

both want it all.” 
“We have to draw the line, stand our ground, if we 

need to, which is determined by the actions of our enemy. 
We don’t start it,” Houser says. The Stamp Act, Lusitania, 
Pearl Harbor, September 11th. Would we willingly attack 
other nations at will? No, that is not the goal, however, 
defend, we must.

Again, in the eyes of those who have fought, the 
battle is more vivid and more similar to wars of the past 
than to those of us here at home. In fact, many would 
admit that it does not even seem like we’re at war. Long 
gone are the days the home front rationing their food 

and supplies in order to offer more to the soldiers. But for those brave people, those 
warriors who fought then and who fight now, the threat was just as real then as it is 
today. 

Regardless of the change in uniform, the change of time, the common thread 
in the battle remains the same. There are those who seek to spread their way of life 
internationally, and those who seek to survive, who will remain strong, like the United 
States, who must engage and defend our lifestyle of freedom. Our enemy determines 
whether or not the United States will fight, based upon her desire to fight to maintain this 
Republic, this freedom. As one soldier who was interviewed said, “It’s about serving my 
country. Of course I’d rather not go to war, but if it’s what’s best for my country, then 
that’s where I go.”

“The battles of today are really just a 
continuation of what we fought for during 
Korea, Vietnam, and during both World Wars, 
just as it was on the day of the Pearl Harbor 
bombing. FDr was right; the day does live 
in infamy. We are still fighting to defend our 
liberty against those who assail it.” 

revisiting Shrek

Dear Editor,
I found this article somewhat useless to 

my movie going needs. I read the article, hoping to 
find out some interesting facts of how Shrek pokes 
fun at Disney, but instead I found a person’s one-
sided opinion against the "handsome and beautiful" 
Disney fairy tale characters. I understand that Shrek 
is a new take on fairy tales, and an excellent take 
at that. I love how it makes the classical fairy tale 
a more realistic to middle-class and the average 
person, but is that not what Disney also did with a 
few of their new Pixar movies too? 

I particularly did not like the way Masashi 
Musha dismissed Disney fairly tales as those where 

border patrol versus less border patrol, and the steps of redemption that illegal immigrants 
must take who got in through the back door.
 There are many issues with immigration that touch other areas in our nation as a whole, 
particularly in the economy. Do immigrants fill jobs that naturalized citizens do not? Or if 
there were no immigrants to fill those spots, would there be Americans who would? If so, 
how would an increase in agricultural workers, for example, be influenced by a work force 
who will not work for as small of wages as immigrants?
 Commentators project that these immigration questions will resurface when we have 
a new President in 2009; for now, it is on hold. Until agreement is reached, or compromise 
found, this is a chapter in our nations history that is still being written.

(Continued from page 1) “Immigration”

Letters To The Editor
good-looking get to live happily ever after. Maybe 
a tutorial in just how animation became a viable 
entertainment choice by the hands of Walt Disney 
would be appropriate for this author. I think he 
could have written a better article about a popular 
movie. To me it seems like it was written in haste, 
like an overdue homework assignment. 

I did enjoy your news articles. You do not get 
that information in the Daily News 
and Liberal Addict Times, it is more 
local, and I like that. 

Have a good one.
Luke Lindstrom 

Dear Editor,
 
Hello, I live in Chatsworth. I came across 
your paper and I enjoyed reading it.

Sincerely - Barbara



Racism Blatant at LAFD
Chatsworth Firefighter
Wins $6.7m in Bias Suit

A Los Angeles firefighter from Mission Hills, who contends 
she was harassed and tormented by superiors because she 
is black, female and a lesbian was awarded $6.2 million in 

economic damages recently.
A Los Angeles Superior Court jury deliberated for most of the 

day before rendering the verdict in favor of 39-year-old Brenda 
Lee, who worked at Station 96 in Chatsworth.

Lee and two other firefighters sued the city in July 2005, the 
same year she was removed from duty.

The 12-year LAFD veteran maintained she was forced 
to repeatedly perform strenuous exercises, that her locker was 
ransacked at least twice, and that she was later wrongly deemed 
unfit for duty by the department.

She maintained the majority of the discrimination occurred 
during her 2002-04 stint at Station 96 in Chatsworth, where Hare, 
who is white, was her supervisor. Hare, was fined $2,500.

Lee has been on unpaid leave for 2 1/2 years.
Defense attorneys contended Lee's problems as a firefighter stemmed from 

lack of responsibility and accountability on the job.
Lee's co-plaintiffs, whose cases were tried separately, both won jury awards. 

In April, a panel awarded Lewis “Steve” Bressler $1.7 million, finding that the 
department retaliated against him for helping Lee report her discrimination 
allegations.

Firefighter Gary Mellinger, who also claimed he was retaliated against for 
assisting Lee, settled with the city for $350,000 after a jury found in his favor.

Mellinger and Bressler are white and also worked at the Chatsworth 
station.

Allegations of racism within the department surfaced in January 2006, 
when City Controller Laura Chick and the city's Personnel Department released 
a pair of audits documenting inappropriate behaviors, despite efforts to clean up 
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MLK Jr. Hospital On “Life Support”

Inspectors from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
will conduct an on-site review of operations at Martin Luther King Jr.-
Harbor Hospital sometime before Aug. 15.

Officials did not announce exactly when the inspection would take 
place.

At stake is federal funding for the hospital, which amounts to $200 million 
a year.

In the event MLK-Harbor fails the inspection, Los Angeles County 
officials cannot appeal the decision or request a contract extension.

Last September, CMS alerted health officials that the hospital, then known 
as King-Drew Medical Center, had failed an inspection and would lose federal 
funding on Nov. 30. That deadline was later extended to April.

In the wake of that inspection, the Board of Supervisors voted to move 
forward with a plan that allowed Harbor-UCLA Medical Center personnel to 
take over management of the hospital.

Since May, hospital and county health officials have had to deal with 
the fallout from the death of Edith Isabel Rodriguez, who was ignored by 
emergency staff as she writhed in pain on the floor until county police were 
called to take her away. The woman died just outside the emergency room due 
to a perforated bowel.

Another MLK-Harbor patient, Juan Ponce, languished for four days in 
the emergency room with a brain tumor without getting any help. Eventually, 
family members took him elsewhere.

In response to the Ponce case, CMS officials found emergency room 
patients were placed in ``immediate jeopardy'' of harm or death. MLK-
Harbor later passed a CMS inspection that found those deficiencies had been 
corrected.   
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the agency a dozen years earlier.
The audits and the Pierce case prompted William Bamattre to step down as 

department chief at the beginning of this year.
On June 7, LAFD Capt. Frank Lima won $3.75 million from the city after 

a jury found he was retaliated against for refusing to give preferential treatment 
to female firefighter recruits.

But on June 19, LAFD firefighter Jabari S. Jumaane, who is black, lost his 
discrimination case against the city. The verdict in his case was rendered the 
same day testimony in Lee's case began.

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa vetoed the City Council's $2.7 million 
settlement with another black firefighter, Tennie Pierce, who claims he 
suffered discrimination and harassment when colleagues fed him dog food at a 
Westchester fire station. His case is set for trial Sept. 24.

Lee's attorney also represents Pierce.

JPL’s “Lander” – Life on Mars?

Pasadena’s JPL-managed Phoenix Mars Lander is to go where no robot 
has gone before on the Red Planet -- beneath the frigid arctic landscape 
to look for favorable conditions for past or present life, NASA has 

announced.
If all goes as planned, the spacecraft will be launched from Florida 

sometime during a three-week period, beginning Aug. 3. It is to touch down 
on Mars' northern polar region in May or June of 2008.

Unlike Spirit and Opportunity -- the two Jet Propulsion Laboratory-
operated “robotic geologists” currently at work on Mars -- Phoenix will not be 
able rove on the surface after it lands. The probe will explore vertically, digging 
down into the icy soil to investigate whether frozen water near the Martian 
surface might periodically melt enough to sustain a livable environment for 
microbes.

NASA's Mars Odyssey orbiter found evidence in 2002 to support theories 
that large areas of Mars, including the arctic plains, have water ice within an 
arm's reach of the surface, according to the space agency.

The solar-powered Phoenix is equipped with a 7.7-foot-long robotic arm 
that can dig to the icy layer, which is expected to lie within a few inches of the 
surface.   Before it can begin its work, Phoenix first must land safely on the 
Red Planet.

West Nile Found In Granada Hills

Mosquitoes collected from traps in Granada Hills tested positive for 
West Nile virus, the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control 
District reported recently.

The California Department of Public Health and UC Davis confirmed 
the third mosquito sample in the Los Angeles area to test positive for the virus 
this year.

In January and May, mosquitoes found in Rowland Heights and near 
Whittier Narrows, respectively, tested positive for West Nile. Two dead birds 
found in El Monte and Northridge earlier this year were also found to have the 
virus.

There have been three reported human cases in California this year, all in 
Kern County.

“This is the season when mosquitoes are most active,” said Minoo Madon, 
scientific-technical service director for Vector Control. “The hot weather 
conditions ‘trigger’ the virus activity in its natural disease cycle between 
mosquitoes and birds.”

To prevent the spread of West Nile, people should wear long-sleeve shirts 
and pants outdoors at dawn and dusk, and ensure that swimming pools, spas 
and ponds are properly maintained.

West Nile is spread to humans from the bites of infected mosquitoes, 
which catch the disease by biting birds that carry the virus. The virus cannot be 
spread by person-to-person contact or directly from birds to people, according 
to health officials.

In most cases, people who catch the virus either do not become sick or 
experience mild symptoms, including fever, headache, nausea and body aches.

There is no treatment for West Nile virus, which can be fatal in extreme 
cases.

(Continued On Page 5) 

(Continued On Page 5) 
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Delgadillo and Baca May Face RecallsSalinas on Leave
Villaraigosa Asks 

Privacy for Family

The newswoman Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa has acknowledged having an 
affair with over the past year was placed 

on leave by her employer, Telemundo, while 
the station investigates whether her relationship 
with the mayor breached journalistic ethics.

“As we have stated, we are committed to 
journalistic excellence,” the station's general 
manager, Manuel Abud, said in a statement. 
“Given the seriousness of the allegations that 
have been made, we have decided to conduct 
an internal review of the decisions and events 
that led us to where we are. In the meantime, 
Mirthala Salinas has been placed on a leave of 
absence from her duties pending this review.”

In her own statement, Salinas, 35, said she 
welcomed the investigation and believes it will 
vindicate her of any impropriety.

“I welcome Telemundo's decision to 
conduct a comprehensive review of the matter 
and respect their desire that I allow the review 
to be completed before returning to work,” 
she said. “I will cooperate with the station and 
appreciate their commitment to undertaking a 
thorough review of this situation. I'm confident 

County Jails: Rats,
Roaches, Dirty & Dark

One side effect of the Paris Hilton saga was that a spotlight was shown on 
the medical facilities at the Los Angeles County jail, and a Civil Grand Jury 
reported that the services could be better.

When Hilton was jailed, reassigned to home confinement for undisclosed 
medical reasons, then ordered back to jail and kept for a few days at the 
downtown Twin Towers medical facility, black leaders, including the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, accused the Sheriff's Department of giving a rich white woman better 
treatment than other inmates.

In addition, attorney Gloria Allred filed a lawsuit on behalf of a poor, black, 
female inmate allegedly denied medical assistance while in the jail.

According to the 23-member Civil Grand Jury's annual report on county 
services, staffing shortages and a lack of space make it difficult to provide quality 
medical care to anyone, rich or poor.

The Grand Jury also recommended the county develop a program to better 
train mental health professionals providing services in the jails and that electronic 
medical records be made available within the jails.

In addition to the medical ward, the Civil Grand Jury inspected many of the 127 
jails, court holding cells, juvenile camps and detention centers.

Most facilities were in satisfactory condition, but some require major upgrades, 
according to the report.

At then Men's Central Jail, described as “the largest jail in the free world,” cells 
need to be treated for rats and roaches and an escalator needs to be fixed or removed.

Camp Scudder, located in Saugus, was described as “dirty and dark.” The windows 
are covered in thick layers of dirt, the walls need to be repainted and there are bird 
droppings covering the sidewalks, according to the report.

The Los Angeles County jail system holds an average of 23,000 inmates, thousands 
of whom have some type of mental health issue, according to the report.

 

An effort to recall beleaguered City Attorney 
Rocky Delgadillo, who has come under fire 
for allegedly using city resources for personal 

reasons, was announced by the same person who wants 
to have Sheriff Lee Baca recalled from office.

Former county employee Andrew Ahlering 
also wants Delgadillo investigated by a grand jury 
convened by District Attorney Steve Cooley.

“Personally, I believe if the city attorney is 
interested in doing what's right and just, he will resign 
immediately,” Ahlering said during a news conference 
outside City Hall.

A Web site promoting the recall effort -- and 
seeking donations – was set up last month.

“If the city attorney will not resign, he can only 
be forced out of office through a recall,” Ahlering said. 
“The allegations against him are very serious and they 
likely do rise to a criminal level.”

The City Attorney's office declined to directly 
comment on the recall effort.

Delgadillo's problems began to mount shortly 
after he sought a 45-day jail sentence against Paris 
Hilton for violating her probation on a drunken driving 
case by driving on a suspended license.

Days later, the Los Angeles Times reported that 
his wife, Michelle Delgadillo, was also caught driving 
on a suspended license and that she only received a 
fine and no jail time.

Delgadillo said the cases were different because 

his wife was not arrested on suspicion of DUI and was not 
ticketed for driving on a suspended license.

Since then, The Times has reported a series of 
embarrassing allegations involving Delgadillo and his 
wife. He was accused of using his staff for personal 
errands, including baby-sitting, and she allegedly failed 
to file state tax returns since 2002 and operated her 
consulting business without a city license.

Michelle Delgadillo's company operated without 
a tax registration certificate under tax laws that her 
husband wrote when he was a deputy for former Mayor 
Richard Riordan.

Additionally, she cleared up legal problems last 
month connected to a suspended driver's license for 
her inability to show proof of insurance following an 
accident in her personal vehicle nine years ago. She 
was sentenced to summary probation and must pay 
$431 in fines related to that case.

Separately, the city attorney admitted getting his 
city-owned GMC Yukon fixed with taxpayer dollars 
after his wife wrecked it in 2004. He reimbursed the 
city $1,222 for the repairs after the disclosure.

Additionally, he said that he was unaware that he 
drove his personal vehicle with no auto insurance for 
about a year.

Ahlering, an unsuccessful candidate for county 
supervisor who currently works as a store clerk, has 
already served notice of recall to Sheriff Baca on his 
handling of the Paris Hilton situation.

that when all the facts are analyzed, it will be clear that I conducted myself in an 
appropriate way.”

Villaraigosa, 54, announced in June that he was separating from his wife of 20 
years, Corina.

He confirmed that he is involved in a romantic relationship with Salinas.
“It is true that I have a relationship with Ms. Mirthala Salinas,” the mayor said. 

“As I've said, I take full responsibility for my actions, and I once again ask that people 
respect my family's privacy. For my part, I intend to stay focused on my job and to 
work as hard as I can every day to be the best mayor I can be.”

He also vehemently denied rumors that Salinas was pregnant.
Salinas was removed from Telemundo's political beat one year ago and placed 

on general assignment and backup anchor duties.
According to a former neighbor quoted in a Los Angeles Times story, Villaraigosa 

was seen bringing food and wine to Salinas' condo complex in November 2005, four 
months after he took office.

Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez, D-Los Angeles, told the Los Angeles Times 
she dated Salinas in 2003 while she was covering the Legislature and he was divorced 
from his wife, whom he later remarried.

At the Men's Central Jail, described as “the largest jail 
in the free world,” cells need to be treated for rats and 
roaches and an escalator needs to be fixed or removed.
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Laina Treuhaft
  

When is it too soon to say I Love You? And if 
I say it but my boyfriend doesn’t say it back 
yet, is that bad?

-Kel in Woodland Hills

Kel, I don’t think that there is a time frame on 
when you can or can not say, ‘I Love You.’  

This all depends on what feels right to you and 
your partner.  You should probably give it at least 
a little while so you can get to really know the 
person though.  What you need to remember is 
that it comes at different times for everyone.  

If you feel it and you decide to tell your 
significant other how you feel but they don’t say 
it back, don’t hold a grudge against them.  You 
should not be mad at him but instead respect his 
feelings.  It does not mean that he doesn’t feel that 
way or that he never will.  Wouldn’t you rather 
he be honest with you instead of just telling you 
what you want to hear?  You never want to force 
anyone to say those words.  Think of how much 
more they will mean coming from him when he 
is ready to say it.

Tell It True
What do you do when you are the one making 
all the effort in the relationship?  Do you get 
out and run or do you try and see if you can 
fix it?

-Stuck in Northridge
Dear Stuck,

A relationship is a two way street.  It takes BOTH 
parties to make it work.  If you are the only 

one working towards it then it can’t really grow.  
If you sit down and have a heart to heart with your 
partner letting them know how you feel and still 
see no changes then it’s time to get out.  You need 
to be with someone who values the relationship as 
much as you do!

Why would a guy say he was really into me, 
show he was really into me and then all of a 
sudden just disappear?

        -Any Girl

Dear ‘Any girl”,

A                        guy just doesn’t 
disappear.

  I mean unless 
something serious 
happened to him 
like death or 
prison, he hasn’t 
just fallen off the 
face of the Earth.  
If he is really into 
you like he says and like he has been showing 
then you will know.  He will contact you if he 
cares.  If he doesn’t then he’s not worth your 
time.  

Yes it might hurt at first but just think about 
it…do you really want to start a relationship with 
someone who is already playing disappearing 
acts with you?  No!  If you have left a message or 
two, (or three!)  don’t continue to call!  He got the 
first three.  Just let him go and move on to a guy 
who is not known for his magic abilities. 

Laina Treuhaft

By Laina Treuhaft, Valley Voice Contributor

M
UTLA Furious

Teachers Lose Paycheck Action

A judge has dismissed an action by members of United Teachers Los 
Angeles seeking appointment of a special master to look into four months 
of employee payroll problems.

In granting a motion by the Los Angeles Unified School District to throw 
out the UTLA petition, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Dzintra I. Janavs said 
the problems best can be addressed on an administrative level and through the 
collective bargaining process.

But Janavs left open the door for teachers who claim they were not paid, or 
who received their checks late, to file traditional lawsuits seeking damages on an 
individual or collective basis.

Jesus E. Quinonez, attorney for UTLA, said that in light of Janavs' ruling 
many of the teachers will likely pursue damage claims.

UTLA filed its petition April 10, alleging the LAUSD payroll problems 
violated the state Education and Labor codes. According to UTLA, thousands 
of teachers and other district employees were shortchanged on their checks in 
February, while other received no payment.

The problems continued in March and April, affecting teachers' abilities to 
pay for food, shelter and other necessities, according to UTLA.

Janavs acknowledged the district has had difficulties with its payroll 
system, Business Tools for Schools. But she also said the problems began only 
four months ago and that the LAUSD should have more time to resolve them.

“The district is currently trying to address all these problems,” Janavs said. 
Janavs also said the three new faces on the board who took office last week, and 
the mayor, might want to take on the challenge of fixing the payroll system.

“We have new board members, and the mayor has said he is interested 
in education,” Janavs said. UTLA members maintain the payroll issues have 
dragged on for six months, not four.

Days after the judges decision, unions representing more than 90,000 
LAUSD employees held a news conference outside district headquarters to 
protest ongoing problems.

A.J. Duffy, president of United Teachers Los Angeles, said he was weary 
of what he believes are ongoing promises by Superintendent David L. Brewer to 
correct the problem that are not followed up with results.

“We have a system here that cannot be fixed, will not be fixed,” Duffy 
said. “You can't have people work day after day, week after week, month after 
month, sometimes under the most adverse conditions, and then not pay them 
correctly.”

Duffy said an independent examination of the payroll problem is needed.
“We need an outside entity to come in and take control of at very least the 

payroll and get a program that can actually pay people,” Duffy said.
Julie Washington, UTLA elementary school vice president, told the board 

that the credit records of many employees are being destroyed.
“We're asking the district to come forward and stop this problem now,” she said. As with past Mars missions, Phoenix will use a heat shield to slow its 

high-speed entry, followed by a supersonic parachute that further reduces its 
speed to about 135 mph.

As it approaches the Martian surface, Phoenix will jettison the parachute 
and use descent rockets to slow to about 5.5 mph before landing on its three 
legs.

“Landing safely on Mars is difficult no matter what method you use,” 
said Barry Goldstein, project manager for Phoenix.

He said the Phoenix team has conducted relentless testing since 2003 “to 
identify and address whatever vulnerabilities may exist.”

The primary phase of the $414 million mission is expected to last three 
months, said Phoenix deputy project manager David Spencer.

The state Department of Health Services announced it has started the 
process to revoke the hospital's license to operate.

The county hospital's contract with the federal government allows MLK-
Harbor Hospital to maintain its residency program. In 1996, CMS limited the 
number of residents that hospitals could claim for reimbursement. King-Drew, 
now MLK-Harbor, was limited to 250 residents.

Since implementation of the MetroCare plan, those residents have been 
reassigned to other county hospitals on a temporary basis. 

(Continued from page 3) “MLK on Life Support”

(Continued from page 3) “JPL.....Life On Mars”

Computer Codes Needed

Remember Hanging Chads?
L.A. County Now in “Hole”

Our county’ voting system may be disqualified from use in the next 
election, threatening the county's system for collecting and counting 
votes in the upcoming presidential primary.

The Los Angeles Daily News reported that the California Secretary of 
State is on the verge of prohibiting use of the InkaVote Plus system -- used to 
cast and count ballots in Los Angeles County -- because the Nebraska company 
that manufactures it refuses to turn over secret computer codes used to count 
votes.

And that, said Secretary of State Debra Bowen, means elections officials 
cannot properly program Los Angeles County computers to look for the types of 
voting mistakes that compromised elections in Florida in 2006 and in other 
states in 2004.

“We will work with Los Angeles to make sure they have a system that can 
be used in elections,” said the Secretary of State's spokeswoman, Nicole 
Winger, in a Daily News interview.

But she said a state ban on use of the InkaVote Plus system is possible 
unless its manufacturer, Election Systems and Software Inc. of Omaha, turns 
over computer codes so county officials can find ballots with obvious 
mistakes.

The $25 million L.A. County voting system was certified and approved by 
Republican Secretary of State Bruce McPherson last year. But the new top state 
voting official, a Democrat, holds that InkaVote plus does not meet federal 
election reforms enacted after the 2000 Florida electoral fiasco.

A official from the Nebraska company told the Daily News they planned to 
meet with state officials to negotiate an agreement that would allow the 
Secretary of State to sign off on the software.

But Sacramento officials said the Nebraska company has missed repeated 
deadlines to allow computer experts to review the source code, the paper 
reported.

Los Angeles County Recorder/Registrar Conny McCormack said 
rejection of the InkaVote Plus computer system would be a ``draconian'' 
penalty ``when it was thoroughly assessed and reviewed and certified last 
year,'' the Daily News said. 



solve all the problems within our families? Before we 
can tap into the potential of this commandment, we must 
overcome three unseeingly insurmountable hurdles:
 The first hurdle is one with which almost any adult 
can relate: children tend to believe they know more 
than their parents.  Almost every child goes through this 
stage, whether it results from pride, rebellion, or naiveté.  
Mark Twain is quoted as saying, “When I was a boy of 
14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to 
have the old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was 
astonished at how much he had learned in 7 years.” The 
sooner our children learn that we as parents are not just 
a little smarter, but a lot smarter than them through lived 
experiences, this first hurdle will hopefully become a 
long forgotten obstacle.
 The second hurdle, to which I will refer as tension, 
trials, and tragedies, may be more difficult for some 
to overcome.  For too many, the reference of honoring 

our parents brings only a river of pain and heartache.  
The tragic reality is that too many people have had bad 
parents or absent parents.  Some may of you have grown 
up in homes where terrible evils and unmentionable 
sins were committed against you by the very people to 
whom God entrusted your safekeeping. Therefore when 
we talk about honoring our parents, pain, bitterness, and 
scars run deep for some. I assure you that through this 
commandment God is not saying to you, “Just get over 
it,”  “Ignore the pain,” nor “Deny that it ever happened.” 
Perhaps for you, this instruction is a call, if possible, to 
confront your parents and discuss the pain in hopes that 
there can be forgiveness, and perhaps by doing so may be 
able to honor your parents in the years ahead. 
 However, for those for whom confrontation and 
reconciliation are not even possible, God offers the hope 
of prayer. Pray that bitterness will not engulf your heart, 
that God will somehow enable you to forgive, and that 
the cycle of pain and hurt will not continue into the 
next generation. Pray for wisdom, healing, hope, and a 
new beginning.  I pray that “the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).
 The third challenge is that many children have 
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Shepherd of the Hills Church 

“The sooner our children learn that we 
as parents are not just a little smarter, 
but a lot smarter than them through lived 
experiences, this first hurdle will hopefully 
become a long forgotten obstacle.”

Looking back on the holidays of recent months 
in which we honor our mothers, fathers, and 
grandparents, I feel it is only appropriate that we 

reflect on our families.  We live in a world where the 
condition of families has continually changed from the 
idealized version portrayed in the hit 1950’s television 
sitcom entitled similarly to this article. 
 Unfortunately, these changes have not always been 
for the better. For example, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, nearly one quarter (23 percent) of children lived 
with only their mothers in 2006, five percent lived with 
only their fathers, and five percent lived with neither of 
their parents.  While immeasurable credit may be given 
to the strong, diligent, and courageous single parents 
and foster parents, there is no question regarding the 
increased difficulty these parents face compared to 
their counterparts in two-parent households.  
 Why are our relationships with our families so 
important? Well, the first commandment God gives 
concerning relationships with other people deals with 
the family: Honor your father and mother.  The sequence 
of this commandment indicates the importance our 
heavenly Father places on the family. In His eyes, the 
family is the foundation for all other relationships. It is 
in the family that we are supposed to learn the basic life 
skills that we will use for the rest of our lives. We learn 
such things as respect for others, conflict resolution, 
developing a work ethic, and how to live in community. 
Families are entities in which values and morals are 
passed down from generation to generation.  
 Consequently, if we do not learn to live together 
in the family unit, it may be very difficult to get along 
anywhere else in our lives. For example, if a child does 
not honor his or her mom or dad, the child is probably 
not going to honor his or her teacher at school. Similarly, 
they are probably not going to honor their coach, a 
police officer, or an employer. Even worse, they are not 
going to honor God. 
 Therefore, Satan’s onslaught against our families 
is no accident. The break down of the home—separation 
and divorce, immorality and infidelity, child abuse, 
spousal abuse, the bombardment of pornography 
in the family—is not an accident. Satan is trying to 
destroy our families and, for the most part, is having 
quite a bit of success in our country and in our world. 
He knows that as the family unit breaks down, so too 
will our understanding of and respect for God and His 
authority. 
 That being said, is God’s fifth commandment 
to honor our parents a magic formula that can easily 

never been taught to honor their parents, which comes 
primarily from lack of discipline.  It seems that in our 
society today, parents are too afraid, too unaware, or too 
busy to discipline. My parents have five children, and 
they disciplined each and every one of us accordingly. 
For my sisters, it could be once a year. For one of my 
brothers, it was practically every day. Boy did we kids 
love and respect Mom and Dad!
 Let me fervently convey that I believe abuse against 
a child is the worst crime imaginable. Therefore, as we 
discipline our children, we must do so in love and not 
in anger. Although God charges us with disciplining 
and correcting our children (Proverbs 13:24, Proverbs 
22:15), He sternly warns, “Fathers, do not embitter your 
children, or they will become discouraged” (Colossian 
3:21). Even more telling is His warning that the fool who 
provokes his family to anger and resentment will one day 
have nothing worthwhile left (Proverbs 11:29).
 Once we have overcome these obstacles, how is it 
that God calls us to honor our parents? Firstly, we are 
called to respect them, which is demonstrated through 
acts of kindness and caring, as well as through reverence 
for their authority. Secondly, we are called to obey them 
in the Lord, which stipulate not obeying them blindly, 
but rather in so much as it does not conflict with what 
God commands through His word, the Bible.  Lastly, we 
are to accept that our parent are fallible, and that while 
not all parents do a good job, most parents earnestly 
try to do their best.  Therefore, children and parents 
must acknowledge appropriate responsibility and offer 
appropriate forgiveness to one another.
 The explanation of this sacred commandment brings 
me to my final point regarding the importance God places 
on the family and children’s respect for their parents:  
Honoring God teaches us to honor our parents, just as 
honoring our parents teaches us to honor God.  May we 
seek His wisdom and strength to obey this command in 
our lives, and thus receive His promise that we may live 
long fruitful lives, and restore our families and our 
country.

Pastor Dudley C. rutherford is the Senior Pastor of 
Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter ranch, CA.

Edited by Rhona Cue.

The Father Knows Best
By Pastor Dudley C. rutherford

Valley Mom

Welcome to “Sleepless Parenting”
By Cynthia Peterson, Valley Voice Contributor

H ave you ever ended your day, put 
your children to bed, took a good 
look in the mirror and said, “What 

the heck happened to me?” Once upon a 
time, I was cute, coiffed, trim and in shape. 
Now I am a wearied mother of five and 
a homemaker with disheveled hair. I’m 
carrying around 10 pounds of post partum 
baby fat (in addition to 20 pounds that 
snuck up on me over the last 10 years) and 
have snot on the shoulder of my stained t-
shirt. Time to suck it up; I refuse to enter 
my 40’s looking more like Jabba the Hut 

then Princess Leah. After all, we live in the San Fernando Valley, home of the 
perfect and land of the desirable, where silicone and botox run rampant and 
we abhor cellulite. 
 Okay, rant over. Nice to meet you, I’m Cynthia, your friendly “Valley 
Mom”. I am your guide to all that is family in the San Fernando Valley. As a 
lifelong resident and mother of five with a chippy sense of humor, I hope to 
encourage, inform and entertain you with my monthly column here at your 
Valley Voice. (Side note: don’t bother looking up “chippy” in the dictionary, 
I just made it up, you’ll understand what it means as we are better acquainted 

over time.)
 So, with my children in tow, a crazed sleep deprived gleam in my eyes, 
mussed hair in an old scrunchy, sans makeup, in my post partum uniform 
(sweats and a t-shirt) I am determined to conquer the invisible ties that have 
all but rendered me housebound and return to the land of the living. With you 
dear friends, I will share our adventures, our sorrows, our mishaps and our 
accomplishments. 
 Our family is a wonderful mix of biological and adopted children, 
teenagers, toddlers and infants. Having such a vast array of abilities, 
personalities, strengths and weaknesses my children, coupled with my past 
experience as a foster parent, teacher, daycare provider and educational 
therapist have catapulted me to what some might consider “expert” parental 
status. I prefer “seasoned”, as in: covered in body fluids more often than not. 
In any case, I have gained a considerable amount of varied experience with 
children and as I continue to hone my parenting skills, I am delighted to share 
what knowledge I have gained and continue to acquire with you. 
 Join me then, on the adventure I refer to as: sleepless parenting.
 
Cynthia is the sleep deprived mother of five wonderful children and 
harried housewife to one hot husband. You can find her on any given 
day living, loving and laughing with her family in Granada Hills.
 

S
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MASSAGE SPECIAL
For First-Time Clients - By Appointment Only

22 Years Experience!

Brian K. Padveen, D.C., F.A.F.I.C.C.
Qualified Medical Examiner
Certified Disability Evaluator

8940 Corbin Avenue
Northridge, CA 91324

Phone: 818-885-1600
Fax: 818-885-0771

Advertise Your
Product 

Or Service Here
FULL COLOR

only Pennies to reach
over 50,000 readers
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New Heights Preparatory School provides students in grades 6-12 with a 
rigorous, college-preparatory curriculum without sacrificing the joy and wonder 
that make learning a memorable experience. New Heights is the newest 
member of the New Visions family of schools, which includes Crossroads and 
New Roads Schools in Santa Monica. We believe in small class sizes and 
hands-on learning; we believe in science as an exploratory endeavor; and we 
believe in the arts as a conduit to innovative thinking. Space is still available in 
all grades for the 2007/2008 school year, but act fast! Certain grade levels are 
nearing capacity.

HSIS Summer Camp 2007
June 25 - August 20 for students in grades 6-12. Each session is two weeks 
and includes daily activities plus snacks and weekly fieldtrips. We also offer 
extended day care and pick up from the CSUN Summer School program. 

For more information, visit www.HSISSchools.org or call 818.885.1025.

New Heights Preparatory School may be 
what you’ve been looking for!

Are you worried if your child will be

Did you miss the application deadline or

prepared for college and beyond?

get wait-listed at another school?

8756 Canby Avenue in Northridge
818.993.3800

www.NewHeightsPrep.org

Join us at our Open House
Wednesday, June 27th at 7pm

Now Introduces

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites

•Gated Off-Leash Play Area •Heated Floors

21418 Devonshire    Chatsworth 91311
341-7770

www.chatvet.com

Pampered Boarding 
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

Valley Residents Hit Road for Summer Fun
By Katie Williams, Valley Voice reporter

Barbecues, pool parties, and trips to the beach are the activities that 
make summer so enjoyable, that make it a time of year when we all 
feel a little lighter, a little freer. But for the majority of the population 

who isn’t in school and who don’t have time off from July to August, summer 
time is just like any other time of year. But in a nod to the custom of other 
countries, but staying realistic, here is a list of places that you can visit this 
summer, all reachable by car, to make a fun weekend adventure – and still 
be back in the office by 8 a.m. on Monday.
 Santa Barbara is a great choice for those of us here in the San Fernando 
Valley. It’s easily within reach, just a little over an hour north on the 101 
– and honestly, where better to drive than right along the coast with a view 
of the beach the whole way up? But the question is, where in Santa Barbara? 
Here are a few suggestions for camping, beaches and golf in Santa Barbara: 
For beaches, Goleta Beach is a favorite of the locals – free parking, complete 
with a fishing pier, restaurants, volleyball nets, and lots of room for picnics, 
making it perfect for families. 

Or if you have more than one day to spend, El Capitan and Carpenteria 
are known for their great camping sites. Again, a great place for families 
to go camping and enjoy some time together at the beach. For a game of 

golf, Hidden Oaks is called Santa Barbara’s best 9-hole golf course by the SB 
Independent Readers' Poll for the beauty of course, as well as the variety of 
the course; it has different holes, some that would be challenging to beginners, 
some to advanced players.
 And of course, we cannot mention Santa Barbara without talking about 
the vineyards and the many choices offered. There are many wineries in the 
surrounding area, some that offer tours, others with their own private tasting 
rooms. To really get a sense of all that is there, you just have to go.
 But there are a few right in Santa Barbara, such as the Santa Barbara 
Winery, who are located in the heart of Santa Barbara right near the beach. 
They’re known for their Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Syrah. Another is Stearns 
Warf Vintners which has a tasting room also, with views of the city.
 Unlike the previous location listed, this one is larger and lets you taste 
many different wines, not just a select few. Either way, whether it is many 
styles that you like to sample, of if you know what you’re looking for, both 
offer a chance to try some new wines.
 For those of use who don’t have the summer off but who still want to 
have the feel of being free to travel, at least up the coast for the weekend, Santa 
Barbara is a great choice for her beaches, camping, hiking, and wine tasting.

Dr. Susan Milder’s “Inn”

Chatsworth Vet Center Offers 5-Star Pet Care

In some ways, it’s hard to believe that nearly a decade and a half has passed 
since Dr. Susan Milder became the owner of Chatsworth Veterinary Center 
(CVC). Dr. Suzi has now become a veritable ‘brand name’ in the San 

Fernando Valley, representing excellence in medicine and client service. She 
still radiates the same enthusiasm and warmth that have helped make CVC a 
premier, family-owned and operated small animal veterinary practice.
 Now a good thing has gotten even better. CVC has even more capacity 
to provide the state of the art medical care for which it is known. For 
example, a new digital X-ray enables nearly instant consultation via email 
with specialists around the country. State of the art equipment for surgical 
monitoring and intensive care further enhance the quality of patient care. 
 And CVC now offers pampered boarding in its roomy new facility, 
affectionately dubbed the Inn at CVC. Operated under Dr. Suzi’s watchful 
eye, The Inn offers the very best in dog and cat boarding. Dogs enjoy indoor, 

heated and air conditioned runs and suites. Cats luxuriate in cat condos that 
feature separate sleeping and dining areas. You are immediately struck by the 
absence of ANY odor -- the result of the building’s special ventilation system 
and immaculate cleanliness. Dr. Suzi is notorious for her obsession with 
cleanliness. The entire building even has heated floors for those chilly winter 
nights. 
 Outside, pets are treated to a romp in what surely must be one of the 
prettiest veterinary facility dog-walking parks. There’s even an outdoor, 
specially gated, off-leash exercise area. Last, but most importantly, CVC has 
expanded its friendly, courteous and caring kennel staff to make sure that each 
pet is pampered. Dogs are walked 3 or more times daily, and all pets are handled 
gently and played with often. Whether in need of medical or boarding services, 
clients can feel comfortably confident that their family pets are in the best hands 
at Dr. Susan Milder’s Chatsworth Veterinary Center and The Inn at CVC.
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SierraCanyonSChool

home of Sierra Canyon Upper School Campus - Scheduled for Completion in March of 2008

8940 Corbin Avenue, Northridge, CA 91324 • Phone: 818-885-1600

• Promote optimal weight loss
• Control your appetite and craving’s energy levels

• Discover a new you
• Increase Metabolism

~SUMMER SPECIAL~
One Person, Monthly $80

Two Persons, Monthly $150

www.BKP4wellness.com

Available at:

Home of Sierra Canyon Upper School Campus
Scheduled for Completion in March of 2008

S I ERRA CANYON SCHOOL has been a beacon for lower and 
middle school education in the San Fernando Valley for nearly 
thirty years.

In the fall of 2005, the School opened an Upper School and welcomed its 
founding 9th grade class, which was the natural outgrowth of its highly 

regarded Early Kindergarten (EK) through 8th grade program.  The year 
2009 will mark a fully integrated EK through 12th grade curriculum, with 
the School’s first graduating class.  

In the summer of 2006, Sierra Canyon broke ground on its new upper 
campus located on a stunning property in the heart of Chatsworth’s 

equestrian community.  Described as innovative, pioneering and bold, the 
School’s new state-of-the-art campus is scheduled for completion in March 
of 2008.  This 7th through 12th grade facility will be the first independent, 
non-sectarian, secondary, co-educational institution to be built in the San 
Fernando Valley since 1961.  The principles of Sierra Canyon’s academic 

program will be evident throughout the new campus, a place where students 
will be able to pursue depth of knowledge, artistic and creative expression, and 

physical development.  The new facilities will include: 24 spacious classrooms, scheduled to open in January of 2008, with projection equipment and 
wireless accessibility; a Library and Technology Center; an Athletic Center with basketball courts and weight training facilities; an Aquatics Center 
(swimming and water polo); a 600-seat Auditorium with a black-box theater and dance studio; a Media Center for the study of film and media, digital 
filmmaking, editing and animation; and a Student Center that will serve as a central hub for congregating, studying and socializing.

Located just to the west of the new Upper School campus, the 16-acre Lower School campus is the thriving educational home to 700 students in 
Early Kindergarten through 6th grades. The educational experience in the Lower School program places strong emphasis on the development of 

basic skills within small instructional groups, recognizing each child as an individual. Within this atmosphere, students mature and develop to their 
highest level of personal growth and academic achievement.

Long at the forefront of independent school education, Sierra Canyon was named a Recognized School of Excellence by the U.S. Department of 
Education in 1990. More recently, Sierra Canyon School was highlighted in a Los Angeles magazine article entitled “Sixty Great Elementary 

Schools You Should Know About.”   

Jim Skrumbis, founding Head of School, has been a leader in Los 
Angeles independent school education for more than 20 years.  Jim 

provides positive, responsible leadership for the continuation of the 
Lower and Middle Schools, while developing the new Upper School, 
recruiting highly skilled and experienced faculty, and establishing 
a rigorous academic curriculum that will prepare students for the 
competitive college admissions process.

Sierra Canyon School is a place where intellectual discourse, athletic 
prowess and artistic expression come together in an environment 

that instills hard work and promotes caring values.  Sierra Canyon is 
an independent, non-sectarian, co-educational school.  

Please visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to learn more about us, or 
contact Steve Burnett, Director of Institutional Advancement, 

at (818) 709-8174, ext. 166.

(Advertisement)
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LOCAL  Events
“Valley Voice” Poet at Library

Our very own Resident Poet in the Valley 
Voice family, Norman Molesko, will be 

displaying his insightful and inspirational poetry 
for retirees, seniors and others.  These poems 
will be showcased during the month of August 
at the Northridge Los Angeles Public Library, 
9051. Darby Avenue (corner of Nordhoff and 
Darby), (818) 886-3640.

Norman is serving as the Poetry Coordinator 
and Advisor for the December 2007 "ENCORE 
Annual Student Art Exhibit, With Poetry 
Selections from the Senior Community."  This 
event is scheduled to occur at the Canoga Park 
Youth Arts Center.

Besides the Valley Voice Newspaper, 
Norman’s poems have appeared in the Pierce 
College ENCORE Older Adult Program 
News, Wilkinson Multipurpose Senior Center 
Newsletter, the California Writers Club Scribe 
and In/Focus Newsletters. and the California 
Retired Teachers Association Newsletter, Voice 
of  the Valley.

When Norman shares his poetry, he becomes 
gifted by each person who reads his poetry.

Norman has also participated in and read his 
Alzheimer-related  poetry at the “Remembering 
the Forgetting” Exhibit at the USC Institute for 
Genetic Medicine Art Gallery. This event was 
sponsored by The League of Women Voters of 
Los Angeles and the USC Leonard Davis School 
of Gerontology.

Porter Ranch Fest Aug. 4th

It’s not just a Grand Opening—it’s a 
celebration!

The Porter Ranch Development Company 
cordially invites you to join a day of fun and 
festivities for the entire family at the Porter Ranch 
Welcome Center’s exciting debut.

Be on hand Saturday, August 4th, from Noon 
to 2:00 pm to enjoy complimentary hot dogs and 
refreshments plus face painting and other great 
activities! Attendees can even register to win 
fabulous prizes, including:

-One 42" plasma screen TV
-A day of golf for four at the Porter Valley 

Country Club
-Seafood buffet dinner for four at the Porter 

Valley Country Club
-Gift certificates redeemable at nearby shops 

in the Porter Ranch Town Center
And more!
While you’re here, it’s a great chance to 

explore our neighborhoods and get your first 
glimpse of brand new floor plans for what’s 
coming next at Porter Ranch!

Located off the 118 freeway at the corner of 
Porter Ranch Drive and Rinaldi in Northridge.

Local Police Picnic Aug. 7

Local families and friends are invited by 
Devonshire LAPD to its annual night out, 

“Picnic in the Park,” according to Captain Sean 
Kane and Beatrice Girmala.

LAUSD Summer Book Campaign

A summer-long campaign to encourage parents and guardians to read books with children, 
launched by the superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School District, enters its second 

month.
“Reading together helps families become more involved,” Superintendent David L. Brewer 

III said.
“This is simply a way to get our students motivated to continue their reading this summer 

and to involve their parents directly in that effort,” Brewer said.
Students can choose from a list of books by grade level to read, then submit a report to test 

how well they understood the contents.
The elementary school student with the best report will receive a $500 savings bond, while 

bonds of $750 and $1,000 will be awarded to pupils with the best middle and high school 
reports, respectively.

 The Mobile Command Unit will be on the 
grounds for the event, Tuesday, August 7, 6 – 10 
p.m., 10250 Etiwanda Ave., across from the 
police station.

Bring your own favorite picnic food!

“Willy Wonka” At Park Aug. 11

The classic film, “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory” will screen Saturday, 

Aug. 11 at Winnetka Park (Winnetka Ave. and 
Roscoe Blvd.) at sundown.
 Councilman Greig Smith’s “Movies Under 
the Stars” will offer free popcorn. 

Vacation Bible School

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church at 8520 
Winnetka Avenue in Winnetka, will hold 

their Annual Vacation Bible School during the 
week of August 6th through August 10th from 9 
a.m. to noon. 
 All children up to and including 6th grade are 
invited to come to a dude ranch called Avalanche 
Ranch where there will be songs and skits, crafts, 
Bible lessons, discovery guests, games and snacks. 
There will be around 250 children from the local 
community and everything is free.

You can register online at www.our-redeemer.
org or for more information, call 818-341-3460.

Free Wireless At All Libraries

All 71 public libraries in Los Angeles now 
offer free wireless Internet (WiFi) access 

to anyone who has a WiFi-enabled laptop.

There is tremendous public demand for 
the computers that offer the public Internet 
access at public libraries, so the free WiFi 
service was established to give more people 
access to the Internet. The new WiFi networks 
were funded through the Library Foundation of 
Los Angeles, not City funds. 
For more information, visit www.LAPL.org.

Valley Census Still Hot Issue

A proposal to eliminate the San Fernando 
Valley from the U.S. Census map would 

negatively impact government agencies, 
community groups and businesses who rely on 
the data, Rep. Brad Sherman said.

The U.S. Census Bureau is seeking to 
eliminate the nationwide category under which 
the Valley was granted its federal statistical 
status just two years ago.

Sherman, D-Sherman Oaks, Supervisor 
Zev Yaroslavsky and Los Angeles City 
Councilwoman Wendy Greuel urged the 
U.S. Census Bureau to maintain the Valley's 
designation as a Census County Division.

“The San Fernando Valley tabulation is 
helping community organizations, businesses 
and government leaders make better informed 
decisions affecting the Valley's future,” Sherman 
said.

“The Census Bureau needs to know how 
valuable this data is in preserving our Valley 
identity and helping Valley leaders fight for 
our fair share of funds. We should not take the 
Valley off the map.”

“We have worked many years to gain 
recognition for the 1.8 million residents 
of the San Fernando Valley,” said Bob 
Scott, chairman of the Valley Industry 

and Commerce Association. “It gives us the 
information we need to deal with pressing issues 
of transportation, housing, education, health care 
and jobs.”

Plug–in Hybrid Cars
In Valley Future?

Ford Motor Co. and Edison are finding ways to 
make plug-in hybrid vehicles more accessible 

to the Valley’s motoring public, and elsewhere.
 “This unique partnership with Southern 

California Edison will allow us to explore new 
solutions for our customers' growing need 
for energy conservation,” said Alan Mulally, 
president and chief executive officer of Ford. “By 
combining strengths, ours in hybrid technology, 
theirs in energy management, we can consider 
transportation as part of the broader energy 
system and work to unleash the potential of plug-
in technology for consumers.”

Ford and Edison officials said the partnership 
is the first of its kind, forged in an effort to reduce 
petroleum-related emissions.

“The challenges of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and increasing our nation's energy 
security reach across industry boundaries and 
unite us in a common cause,” said John E. Bryson, 

chairman and chief executive officer of 
Edison International, the parent company 
of Southern California Edison.  

Company officials said plug-in 
hybrid vehicle technologies are not 
yet competitive due to the high cost 
of advance batteries. As part of the 
partnership, the firms will study whether 
or not the batteries have other uses that 
could reduce their cost. Edison's Electric 
Vehicle Technical Center in Pomona, is 
testing advanced battery technologies.

The companies plan to undertake 
a multimillion-dollar, multi-year 
evaluation and demonstration program 
of hybrid plug-in vehicles, and Ford will 
provide SCE with a demonstration fleet 
of 2008 Ford Escape Hybrid SUVs.

The major event of the summer for our area was the 9th annual 
July 4th “Spectacular” at Shepherd of the Hills Church. The 
aerial fireworks, live entertainment, moon bounces for kids, and 
lots of food vendors, drew more than 60,000.
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MOVIE REVIEWS 

Ratatouille (Rat-a-too-ee): Feast for the Eyes, Food for the Heart
By Marian rudnyk, Valley Voice Movie reviewer

Ratatouille is the latest mouth-watering morsel from the good people at 
Disney-Pixar Animation. With apologies to both Ice Age movies, both 
Toy Stories, Finding Nemo, 

Cars and every animated feature made 
within the last 15 years, but Ratatouille 
is easily among the best of the best 
– and assuredly Disney-Pixar’s finest. 
Brad Bird, the fellow who brought us 
new CG animated classics like The 
Incredibles and Iron Giant, has raised 
the bar far above the animated crowd 
with animation that serves the story, 
a story that serves the characters, and 
a tasty cartoon treat that will fill your 
heart and dazzle your eyes. That being 
said – let’s dig in!
Appetizer

If you like appetizers, the master-
cartoon-chefs of this savory animated 
meal left nothing to chance. Make sure 
to come early so you don’t miss the again-traditional cartoon short before 
the main dish – it’s an animated gem called “Lifted”. Ever wonder how 
aliens learn to abduct their earth-bound human subjects? Watch in smiling 
amazement as the magic-miesters of Pixar titillate your funny bone with this 
short story of two aliens who attempt to “lift” a slumbering guy who sleeps 
through cartoon physical comedy that would even make Tom and Jerry smile. 
Just look out for that first step! (You’ll understand once you experience this 
new soon-to-be-classic short).

Main Course
With the animated appetizer under your belt you’re now ready to settle 

in for the savory animated feast that -is- Ratatouille! Here we follow the 
exploits of our little hero Remy, a rat – perhaps small in size, but big on 
culinary passion. Remy’s talisman, is a cookbook by the recently departed 
famous chef Auguste Gusteau, who is then cleverly replaced by the imaginary 
ghost of the late-great chef himself (voiced with tasty gusto as well, by Brad 
Garrett). He becomes Remy’s gastronomic spirit guide. He inspires Remy to 
believe that “Anybody Can Cook!”

Although Remy comes from humble, but typical rat beginnings, he has 
trouble swallowing the idea that stealing garbage and passing it off as food, 
let alone edible, is acceptable. He yearns to “not take, but make”, and aspires 
to become a gourmet chef. It’s a dream worthy of his talents, however, it 
seems impossible until he meets our other hero, Linguini who is a fumbling 
but lovable dweeb. Merely the lowly garbage boy, Linguini’s not a great 
cook by any means, but he’s all-heart. When Remy is forced to literally save 
a soup Linguini ruined, the unlikely pair unites in a secret partnership that 
yields nothing but critically acclaimed gourmet dishes.

Linguini’s heartthrob is the spicy Colette – who is bitterly sensitive to 
the fact that she is the only female chef at the restaurant. She is unaware of 
Remy’s role in Linguini’s newfound success, nor that evil is afoot behind the 

scenes of the kitchen. Evil that could expose Remy, ruin Linguini, destroy 
the restaurant, and break Colette’s heart. But in this film danger lurks in 

many forms! Who will destroy our 
heroes first? The greedy head chef, 
the conniving lawyer, the dastardly 
food critic (fantastically voiced with 
empathic evil by Peter O’Toole) – or 
will the health inspector shut it all 
down first? Brad Bird manages to not 
only give us memorable characters 
with depth and feeling, but a story that 
is entertaining and expertly crafted. 

Additionally, the animation in 
this film not only serves the story, but 
is literally nothing short of stunningly 
sumptuous. Look at the street lamplight 
in the rain and mist, the reflections on 
the water on the cobblestones… every 
detail lovingly painted. Drift away in 
the sights and sounds of this animated 

version of Paris that brings back the romance and color to the famous City of 
Lights. To spice things up, there are also plenty of really fun rat’s-eye-view 
animated sequences that will make you hang on to your popcorn. 

The people at Disney-Pixar have brought CG animation up to a level 
where it no longer matters to care about computers being used in animation, 
but rather, as with traditional animation – all we see here is the sheer majesty 
of the artistry of the animators. But Disney-Pixar doesn’t dish out this movie 
a la carte. You get the full deluxe meal here! Nothing is missing! Just look 
at what you get for the price of one slim movie ticket: Ratatouille is filled 
with superb voice acting, lusciously beautiful animation, a delicious retro-
mod-EuroFrench soundtrack, memorable characters – and a story stuffed 
full of love, family, comedy, drama, and friendship! It is a modern cartoon 
masterpiece. So why are you still reading this? Go see this movie! 

But wait - there is more!
Dessert

Haven’t had your animated fill yet? Has the movie left you hungering for 
more? If you have internet access you’re in luck! Click your way over to the 
official Ratatouille site at Disney.com and download 11 (at last count) FREE 
podcast videos that detail everything from the creation, artistry, and even 
delightful music of Ratatouille. Then, when you’re done, enjoy exploring the 
rest of the site – there’s lots to see (and hear)!

Check Please
Ahhh – but I don’t want to give it all away! It’s safe to say: Walt Disney 

would be beyond proud, you’ll be delighted, and kids and parents alike will 
want to see it again-and-again! Go! Enjoy! And, Viva La Ratatouille!

PS - oh and don’t forget to leave a nice tip for the animators – they’ve 
outdone themselves!

Evan Almighty
By Steve Musha, Valley Voice Movie reviewer

“40-Year-Old Virgin” star, Steve Carell, plays the role 
Congressman Evan Baxter.
 Evan is a t.v. anchorman who runs for Congress and is elected. In 
his first week in office as a Virginia Congressman, Evan is suddenly 
summoned by God, played by Morgan Freeman, to build an Ark.
 First of all, it’s a very clean movie with no sex or violence, so you 
can watch it with the whole family.
 There are also some great picturesque scenes like when the Ark roars 
through the suburbs of Virginia, all the way to the Capitol.
 In terms of humor, the movie has its moments like when a flock of 
different birds rest on Evan as he speaks to another Congressman in his 
office. Having said that, the plot 
is a little too reminiscent of “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington” with 
an environmentalist twist.
 The puppy-dog theme of 
the story is summed up when 
God (Morgan Freeman) says to 
Evan that we can help people by 
“one random act of kindness at a 
time.”
 If you’re looking for a clean, 
funny movie, this movie’s right 
for you. 

License to Wed
By Steve Musha, Valley Voice Movie reviewer

Robin Williams stars as 
Reverend Frank, marriage 

counselor to engaged couple Sadie 
Jones and Ben Murphy, played by 
Mandy Moore and John Krasinski.
 Ben and Sadie crash through 
a three-week marriage course with 
Reverend Frank which includes 
writing their own vows and not 
having sex before marriage. 

 There are some funny scenes in 
the movie like when Ben and Sadie 
come to church late on Sunday, and 
Reverend Frank points them out in 
the audience.
 Unfortunately, most of the 

laughs are killed because we’ve already seen most of the good scenes 
in commercials and previews.
 A Catholic priest influenced by pop-culture and counseling a 
couple seems like a good beginning to a joke, but it doesn’t get much 
deeper than that.



WITHIN THE MIND
By Norman Molesko,

Valley Voice resident Poet

I don’t really know,
What I actually know.

Facts come to me,
When aware or unaware.

They get lost within the mind,
As if to disappear.

When trying to remember,
Or as a pop-up suddenly appears.

Some facts can reappear.
They can surface slowly,

Other facts are found eventually,
After being absentee.

Some facts don’t come back at all.
They are permanently lost.

This is called,
The lost and found department

Of the mind.
 

During the downward journey,
The Alzheimer’s patient 

Leans more heavily
On the side of the lost, 

In this lost and found relationship.
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Home Sales Slip,
Prices Inch Up

Home sales in Los Angeles County declined 
32.5 percent in June, compared to the same 
month a year ago, as sales across the Southern 

California hit their slowest pace in 14 years, a real 
estate information service reported.
 The median price of a home in Los Angeles 
County continued inching higher, reaching $545,000, 
up 4.8 percent from $520,000 in June 2006, according 
to La Jolla-based DataQuick Information Systems. A 
total of 7,580 homes were sold, down from 11,234 in 
the same month last year.
 Sales in the six-county Southern California 
region were the slowest for any June since 1993, when 
19,947 homes were sold. A total of 20,166 new and 
resale homes sold last month in Los Angeles, Orange, 
Riverside, San Diego, Ventura and San Bernardino 
counties, according to DataQuick. That was up 1.5 
percent from 19,874 for the previous month, and down 
36.2 percent from June 2006, when 31,602 homes were 
sold.
 “We're probably pretty close to the ‘floor’ 
level of buying and selling, meaning that most 
of the activity is basic and not discretionary,” 
said DataQuick President Marshall Prentice. “Today's 
buyers and sellers really need to move for one reason or 
another, not because they want a guest room or bigger 
yard. The exception seems to be high-end markets, 
most of which are doing pretty well.”
 The median price of a Southern California home 
was $502,000 in June, down from $505,000 in May 
but up 2.4 percent from $490,000 in June of last year.



Did you hear them? Two sonic booms gently rumbled through the 
Southland last month. From the Valley to the Malibu coast, most 
people barely raised an eyebrow or even knew that the mighty space 

shuttle was coming home that day. But this was no ordinary homecoming. 
The twin-booms, so unique to the shuttle were a harbinger of the shuttle’s 
impending demise – and of a bad new trend at NASA and a national loss of 
Vision. In less than three years the space shuttles are to be scraped.
 The critics of the shuttle, sight two disastrous shuttle accidents 
that tragically resulted in the loss of both crew and vehicle (Challenger and 
Columbia), as proof that the shuttles are an aging fleet that must be retired. 
Challenger, however, flew during the shuttle’s prime. And both accidents 
were the result of bad management decisions. Challenger was forced to 
knowingly launch in too-frigid conditions. Columbia, as most shuttles, flew 
with an unfixed foam problem that resulted in wing damage. But it didn’t end 
there. Faced with a possibly crippled vehicle, NASA management opted to 
reject an offer by the military to use a powerful spy satellite to photograph 
Columbia and check for damage. Money and poor reasoning pushed them to 
knowingly opt for the risky and resultant fatal landing. And now, what have 
we all learned? Has the public learned to care and to demand that NASA get 
the adequate funds to do a proper job? It seems not.
 How many people know what the space station looks like? How many 
have seen the amazing work that engineers and scientists have placed into its 
construction and seen it grow. Take a look at the before and after photographs of 
the space station. This massive space structure is a monumental achievement! 
We throw ‘billions’ away on senseless wars, yet we let politicians squabble on 
NASA’s budget – a budget that barely amounts to 1% of the US total budget. 
To imagine that we allow our government to spend so little on an agency 
that has given us so much seems nearly criminal. Most of the technological, 
medical and even entertainment advances we now take for granted owe their 
lineage in one way or another to the space program. 
 Let us not trivialize NASA.  Let us not allow the Bush administration, 
nor any other in the future, to fritter away this precious resource. NASA 
needs visionary management reminiscent of the Mercury-Gemini-Apollo 
Era. Yes, space commercialization will be a boon for everyone, but NASA 
needs to remain at the forefront. NASA needs management that is not afraid 

“The Sonic Booms Within Our Hearts”
By Marian rudnyk, Valley Voice Contributor

to lead and boldly push forward. Not afraid to look at its heritage, not only 
for inspiration, but for resources! 
 Additionally, the shuttle needs to remain a functioning part of 
our future, and even work in tandem with its eventual replacement. The 
International Space Station should not be marginalized, but maximized. 
We must reclaim our original vision and our goals. It is not enough for 
Presidents to declare the Moon, Mars, and the search for life (to answer one 
of Mankind’s most profound questions: “Are We Alone?”) as national goals, 
and then senselessly slash budgets. We must bravely act on these worthy 
goals!
 Since the first humans set out in search of other lands, it has been in 
our collective core - this yearning to explore and to learn. From cavemen, 
Vikings, Conestoga-pioneers, sailors and now astronauts - all have dared 
to push beyond our daily reach and to explore and enrich civilization in 
wondrously immeasurable ways. We cannot abandon who and what we are.
 Destiny calls, and there is no better time to answer! Write or call 
your legislators. Tell them you care. Tell them to take the time to look up in 
renewed awe at the nighttime sky and for just a moment let their thoughts slip 
their earthly bonds and open their minds and hearts to greater possibilities 
- to a future that we can blaze across the skies onto the sands of new worlds. 
To stand upon some distant shore and look up and point to a distant blue dot 
and say, “There is the Earth. We stand here today on the threshold of this new 
dawning age because the people up there dared to not only Dream – but to 
act on those Dreams and make them Reality.”  And if by chance the shuttle 
passes this way again, and you hear those twin-booms, don’t be afraid to tell 
others who missed them, just how much they are missing! 
 To learn more about the amazing things your tax dollars are 
accomplishing, please visit www.nasa.gov. Dare to explore the beauty and 
wonder of the Universe we all live in!

Marian rudnyk is a former NASA space scientist who, as 
an Astronomer, hunted asteroids. As a Planetary Photogeologist, 
he mapped lava flows on Mars, and was a Multi-Mission Planetary 
Imaging Specialist, and Planetary Image Facility manager. 

The International Space Station as it appears now. 
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     FASCINATED BY A TREE 

F rom the upstairs bedroom window,
I became fascinated with a leafy tree,
Standing there upright, tall and proud,

With its natural beauty well-endowed.
The formation of the foliage took on
A symmetrical tear-drop silhouette,
From the base of the leaves to its crown, 
As I peered from bottom-up and top-down.
With sunlight shining from behind the tree,
A large middle area of the many leaves
Appeared as a shaded and darker green.
Lighter and brighter greens edged the tree.
When gusts of wind began to blow and
The foliage on the tree became energized,
I was enthralled by the gorgeous views 
Of the swaying, fluttering and glowing leaves.

By Norman Molesko, Valley Voice resident Poet           •     •2

Head instructor-owner Bobby Bell puts his boys, ages 
5-14, (and one girl), through throwing exercises at his 
Youth Baseball Fundamental camp last month at Sierra 
Canyon School, Chatsworth.
                       - Valley Voice Photo

Compact vs. SUVs

Feel Squeezed Parking?                 Larger Spaces Sought

Councilman Greig Smith introduced a motion 
recently that would change the number 
of specifically sized parking spaces 

designated for compact cars versus sport 
utility vehicles (SUVs), vans and trucks, in 
new commercial buildings to better reflect the 
actual proportion of cars and large vehicles on 
the road. 
 “It is unacceptable that mothers with 
children, or the elderly have just inches between 
their vehicles and the ones parked next to them,” 
Councilman Smith said. “We need a policy that reflects 
the real world we live in today”

 “Mothers with baby car seats, seniors with walkers 
or canes, and people with disabilities face a very difficult 

situation when they park their cars in public parking 
lots and garages and there is only inches of space 
between their vehicle and the adjacent vehicle.”
 “Whether people drive compact cars or large 
SUVS, there is not enough room for them to access 
their vehicles with the current system of different-

sized parking spaces designated for large and small 
vehicles,” Smith said.

 Auto industry data indicates that approximately 
39% of the cars on the road, and approximately 50% of car 

sales in California this year, are from vans, mini-vans, SUVs, 
and trucks.

 



Baby Boomers, Has It Been A Long Time
Since You rocked and rolled?

By Dr. Liane Caryl, Valley Voice Contributor

Did you ever have a childhood dream, like 
becoming a rock star? But after telling your 
parents about it, they talked you back into 

practicality by telling you that creative pursuits will 
never pay the mortgage or send your children to college. 
So you signed up to work in the family business or 
some safe endeavor that your parents and their friends 
all approved. 
 Now, you find yourself in baby boomer purgatory 
– caught between raising your own children and 
caring for your aging parents with what appears to be 
absolutely no possibility of ever living that dream, and 
feeling mounting anxiety over opportunities that seem 
to be lost forever.
 Pay close attention here….you can find a way to 
express your creative passion because a part of you will 
always feel haunted if you don’t take steps to find some 
creative outlet. Most people seem to be willing to settle 
down with their practical lifestyle, constantly coming 
up with excuses as to why their dream never panned 
out. This is because change and moving into a risky 
unknown situation is frightening. They’d rather stick 
with the good old mundane tried and true. And they 

complain about it. 
 I pleased my parents and became a doctor, secretly 
harboring a desire to write for a living. I confess - I 
didn’t embrace my dream right away, but let practicality 
win out. The result? My parents were very happy, and I 
became a psychiatrist to find out why I wasn’t sharing 
the happiness. Along the way, I discovered my true 
passion – comedy – and began writing and performing 
stand-up. It saved my sanity.
 Mike Fisher, a frontman for rock and roll bands 
throughout his teens and twenties, finally had the 
opportunity for a record deal. Family pressure and 
practicality kept his dream elusive. Although he finds 
his “day job” as a mortgage broker to be stimulating, 
music is what makes him feel alive. Now in his forties 
and up against the large wall of agism surrounding 
the entertainment industry, he put a band together 
with other baby boomer musicians to play the classic 
rock tunes they love and recorded a CD. The band is 
called The Jukebox Heroes, and they sound just like 
the original recording, with just as high energy. This is 
no easy feat considering the band members are in their 
forties and the original artists were in their twenties! 

The Jukebox Heroes don’t believe that it’s ever too late 
to live your dream. Come hear them perform at McG’s 
in Chatsworth on August 10 and September 14. 
 A friend of mine auditions for roles in community 
theater productions. Sometimes she is on stage for all of 
five minutes. Community theater is not Broadway, but 
the good news is that your unconscious mind doesn’t 
know the difference. It just knows that you were able to 
release your creative self.   
 You don’t have to give up your mortgage-paying 
job for a fulltime creative career. Take a class through 
a college extension program. What you will receive 
is support and encouragement from other people also 
looking for a way to make their hearts sing. Sometimes 
just going to the class will fill you with joy because 
you can perform in front of others. How you make it 
happen is not what is important. The important thing is 
to do the footwork and do whatever you can to listen to 
that creative part of you that needs to be expressed and 
not to listen to others who will try to talk you out of it 
because they didn’t do it. So my friends, follow your 
creative heart and go after what you want.    

The Spiritual Aspect Of 
Financial Freedom

By rev. Dr. Maureen Holt

In August and September, I’ve decided to teach a class called The 
Principles of Financial Freedom, written by Rev. Lloyd Strom 
and Rev. Marcia Sutton. It’s incredibly well written and easy to 

understand. In chatting with Rev. Lloyd on the telephone recently, 
he said that the course is 80% spiritual, 10% psychological, and 10% 
financial. The part that interested me, of course, was the spiritual 
aspect of financial freedom. Our founder, Dr. Ernest Holmes, taught 
me that God is the Source and Substance of my supply and that God 
demonstrates Itself financially in myriad ways. My job is a vehicle 
through which God demonstrates prosperity; my investments; that 
Social Security check I get each month; the inheritance I received from 
my folks a few years back; and through that lunch my friend Mike paid 
for a week or so ago. It’s all God demonstrating prosperity in my life. 
Sometimes, I might even say something ridiculous like “you shouldn’t 
have” when someone gives me a gift of some kind or pays for my 
lunch. What I know today is that if God works through those gifts 
in my life and I say something silly like “I can’t accept that,” I have 
diminished both the gift and the giver in the process.
 What would it take for us to keep that law of circulation going in 
our lives? No matter how ugly that lamp is that Aunt Hilda gave me, I 
receive it in the manner in which it was intended, and I pay it forward 
by giving it to someone else who, as a matter of fact, just might love it. 
One of my teachers early on in the Science of Mind said that we should 
never refuse anything someone wants to give us. By doing so, we halt 
the law of reciprocity – the law of giving and receiving – and we 
have blocked our good from coming to us in other arenas in our lives. 
Money is God in action according to Raymond Charles Barker, and 
we should realize its vibrational energy when dealing with it. Do we 
keep our bills in order in our wallets according to their denomination? 
Do we throw a crumpled up $1 bill or a $5 bill in the offering basket 
on Sunday morning? Do we make statements like “I can’t afford that” 
or “Isn’t the economy just terrible”? Do we moan and groan when we 
pay the DWP bill or the telephone bill? What kind of signals are we 
sending out to the Universe? There’s not enough, or maybe even more 
subtly, I am not enough.
 The God of my understanding loves me so much that It wants me 
to be, do, and have everything I desire or at least everything to the level 
my consciousness will bear. The sky’s the limit because my God always 
says yes to whatever idea I place into. If I have the consciousness of 
receiving my good, then that’s what shows up. The caveat here is that I 
never let my good get in the way of the best. Financial freedom means 
that I can do what I want, when I want, and with whom I want. It 
means that I embody the idea that God is my Source, and that God is 
generous beyond all imagination. It’s good and very good. It’s the best 
and the very best. And so it is.

Rev. Dr. Maureen Hoyt is the Pastor of
Granada Hills Church of Religious Science

Center for Positive Living
at 17622 Chatsworth Street, Granada Hills. 8940 Corbin Avenue, Northridge, CA 91324 • Phone: 818-885-1600

• Rejuvenate and restore your body
    by initiating and maintaining sleep

• Sleep-Tite’s blend of herbs have a 
    calming effect on the body and mind.

www.BKP4wellness.com
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News We Can Use?
Do you have an interesting story? Know of one?

Please e-mail us at yourvalleyvoice@hotmail.com,
or phone (310) 429 0484.

Or you can write to
19360 Rinaldi Street, #502, Porter Ranch, CA 91326.

It may be “bigger” than you believe!



Living In & Specializing In
The North Valley!
For Great Results...
Call The Gold Team 

Steve & Teri Goldbaum
The Gold Team

Steve  818-349-3444
Teri  818-349-4040

www.GranadaHillsHomesForSale.com www.NorthridgeHomesForSale.info www.ChatsworthHomesForSale.info

For a Free Home Evaluation call The Gold Team - Steve & Teri Goldbaum 818-349-3444

17301 Bircher St.            $890,000
Gorgeous home, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, 2,938 sq. ft., large family 

rm w/ wet bar & frplce, elegant living rm & formal dining w/ 

large open windows to private backyard, kitchen w/ granite 

counters, marble flooring, master suite w/ walk-in closets and 

frplce & master bath with frplce & spa tub.

10919 Marklein Ave.  $639,000

Awesome remodeled home with 4 bed, 2.75 baths 
and 1,624 sq. ft..  New windows, new roof, smooth 
ceilings, kitchen w/ lots of cabinet space, brkfst 
nook off kitchen, family rm with frplce, huge spar-
kling pool, new flooring, newer air conditioning, 
copper plumbing, new doors, master bdrm w/ bath, 
RV access, and oversized driveway with brick 
design.  Great family home!

12034 Gerald Ave.            $729,000

Knollwood Area, beautiful rmdld 3 bed, 1.75 bath home.  Elegant living 

rm w/ beveled window, frml dining rm, family rm w/ rock frplce, kitchen 

w/ lrg eating area, tile counters & brkfst bar.  Great mstr bedroom w/ 

frnch doors to bckyrd, remodeled baths, recessed lighting, water fountain 

in entry, plantation shutters, entertainer’s bckyrd, pool w/ sfty fence, 

grass area, gatd side yrd is perfect for dog run, & great neighborhood.

11560 Mclennan             $729,000

Awesome home w/ great curb appeal, landscaped front 

& bck, 4 bdrms, 1.75 baths, hrdwood floors, large 

kitchen w/ oak cabinets, dbl oven, family rm, living rm 

w/ frplc, remodeled baths, serene bckyd w/ pool & spa 

and very private.  Signature Home.

10401 Jellico             $799,000
Fabulous 5 bdrm, 2.75 bath home, step down living rm 
w/fireplace, family rm w/wet bar, frplc, formal dining rm, 
resort like bckyrd w/pool, spa, sports court, lrg master suite 
w/sitting area walk-in closet & beautiful bath.

11314 White Oak            $859,000
Gated treasure, remodeled 3 bdrm, 1.75 bath, lrg lot over 

11,000 square feet, view, kitchen w/granite, maple cabinets, 

family rm, elegant living rm w/frplc, formal dining, beautiful 

hrdwd floors, gorgeous bckyd w/pool & spa, huge grass area, 

covered patio, perfect for entertaining.

22102 Blackhawk            $729,500
Gorgeous newer home w/ 4 bdrms, 2.75 baths, 1bdrm/1bath 

downstairs, lrg kitchen w/granite counters, dbl oven, brkfst bar, 

living rm w/ high ceilings, fam rm w/frplc, lrg master suite w/ 

huge walk-in closet, luxurious bath, great bckyd w/pool, spa, 

and grass area on quiet cul-de-sac.

918 Katherine Road  $529,000
Unique property in Simi Valley, double lot, 

horse property, 3 bdrm, 1.75 bath home w/ 

remodeled bath, family rm, bonus rm w/rock 

wall, partial basement, mountain views, needs 

some TLC, great opportunity.

17061 Lassen St.             $699,000

Short Sale - Great opportunity, 5 bdrms, 2.75 ba, 2952 sq. 
ft., sparkling pool/spa, open floor plan, w/ family rm & 
living rm w/ frplc, kitchen w/ tile counters, oak cabinets, 
eating area, huge master suite, mstr bath w/ spa tub, 
wonderful family home, Granada Hills HS District.

Red
uc

ed

20920 Avenue San Luis            $725,000
Charming home in Woodland Hills, 3 bdrms, 1.75 baths, 

remodeled kitchen w/granite counters, maple cabinets, family 

rm opens to entertainer’s bckyd w/ pool & grass area, master 

bdrm w/remodeled bath, move-in condition.

Red
uc

ed

11836 Laurelwood Dr.            $925,000

Fabulous location.  Home with 3 bed, 1 bath, guest home w/ 
studio, bath & kitchenette.  Beautiful hrdwd floors, frml dining, 
kitchen w/ brkfst nook, mstr bdrm w/ frnch doors to back patio.
Big lot w/ lrg grass area w/ fruit trees, private with two decks 
- wood deck off mstr bdrm & family rm, brick patio off kitchen 
& guest house.  Great schools.  Cntrl air conditioning and heat.

8784 Katherine Ave.  $549,900

WOW!  Immaculate rmdld home, 3 bed, 1.75 
baths, 1,014 sq. ft.   Brick walkways, curb appeal, 
new wd flooring, frplce in family rm, eating area 
off kitchen.  Kitchen with tile counters & 
refinished cabinets, beautiful custom tile bath, new 
windows & slider, new paint, copper plumbing, 
entertainer’s bkyrd with built-in BBQ, fruit trees, 
and lrg grass area, move-in condition.

19433 Crystal Ridge Lane  $595,000
3 bdrm, 2.5 bath, in gated community, remod-

eled with great kitchen, smooth ceilings, new 

flooring and carpet.
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