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Prices Down 13.3%

Local Home Sales
Down Almost 50%

Home sales in Los Angeles County dropped 47.8 percent in December, compared 
to the same month a year ago, while prices dipped by 10.5 percent, a real estate 
information service reported recently.

A total of 4,430 homes sold in December, down from 8,479 for the same month 
a year ago, while the median price of a home in Los Angeles County last month was 
$470,000, down from $525,000 in December 2006, according to La Jolla- based 
DataQuick Information Systems.

In Orange County, the median home price was $565,000, down 10.3 percent from 
the December 2006 price of $630,000, according to DataQuick. A total of 1,731 homes 
were sold in the county last month, down 42 percent from the 2,985 home sales in 
December 2006.

According to DataQuick, sellers, buyers and lenders appear to be waiting for 
turmoil in the housing market to settle.

“It looks like anybody who can is waiting this thing out,” said Marshall Prentice, 
DataQuick president. “Which of course means that the activity we are seeing right now 
is largely stressed and atypical. Today's numbers form a lousy basis for trending and 
forecasting.

“We're in the midst of turbulence and we won't know what really has been going 
on until things have settled down and we can look back.”

The median price of a Southern California home was $425,000 in December, 
down 2.4 percent from $435,000 in November, and down 13.3 percent from $490,000 
in December 2006.

A total of 13,240 new and resale homes sold in Los Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, 
Ventura, San Bernardino and Orange counties. That was up 0.5 percent from 13,173 
for the previous month, and down 45.3 percent from 24,209 in December 2006. Home 
sales in Southern California were the lowest for any December in DataQuick's 
records, which go back to 1988.

Unemployment
Rises Locally

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for Los Angeles County increased 
to 5.6 percent in December, state officials reported.

The December unemployment rate was above the 4.5 percent rate in 
December 2006, according to the Employment Development Department, and up 
from 5.3 percent in November.

The seasonally adjusted statewide unemployment rate was 6.1 percent in 
December, up from 5.6 percent in November and 4.8 percent from December 2006.

The comparable estimates for the nation were 5 percent in December, 4.7 percent 
in November and 4.4 percent in December 2006.

Between November and December, total nonfarm employment increased by 
12,700 jobs to reach more than 4.18 million in Los Angeles County. Much of the growth 
was attributable to retail trade, with general merchandise and clothing stores accounting 
for 64 percent of the job gains - a typical result of the holiday shopping season.

A total of 281,000 people were unemployed in December in Los Angeles County, 
which has a labor force of 5 million.

Statewide, about 1.1 million people were out of work - up slightly from 
November.

Bush’s Place in History Poll Has Clinton and MCCain
Winning California PriMaries

A Valley Voice Special Report

sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton enters California’s primary race Tuesday, Feb. 5 with 
a commanding lead over rival Sen. Barack Obama, a month-long Valley Voice 
poll conducted in the northwest San Fernando Valley has found.
Voters from the Porter Ranch, Northridge, Chatsworth and Granada Hills area give 

the New York Senator 52%, Obama 38%, and Edwards with 10%. No other candidates 
were listed.

The “unscientific” poll also gives a comfortable lead to Sen. John McCain in the 
Republican race, with 39%. Both former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani and former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, tied for second, with 21% each. Former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee lagged behind with 14%. The other votes went to Ron Paul and 
recent drop-out Fred Thompson.

Will Clinton and McCain’s success in the Northwest Valley carry the balance of 
the SFV, city, county, and state?

The Valley Voice printed 1000 ballots, but succeeded with 783. Many voters 
said they were still uncommitted, others did not wish to participate, and many ballots 
were voided for various reasons – voting for more than one candidate, etc. To put 
voters at ease, they were told to check their choice, and make any comments about the 
candidate they selected. For their privacy they were encouraged to fold their ballots 
before submitting.

The newspaper’s “pollsters” worked almost all of January, and fanned out to local 
malls, shopping centers, socials, coffee shops, community meetings, amateur sports 
venues, and outside school facilities. No politicking was allowed.

Many pundits believe the winner of each party’s California contests could catapult 
them to the November elections. Clinton vs. McCain?

 “Strong and brilliant,” a local 19-year-old said of Clinton. “Her debates have 
been amazing – and so mind-blowing! She’s amazing!”

Cintia, 20, said Obama “sounds reliable, and I’m pleased he has made education 
a top priority.”

 Doug R. from Northridge touted McCain as “the only candidate on either ticket 
with presidential material.”   

CSUN Apps Due by March 1
Prospective freshmen interested in attending CSUN and most other California 

State University schools must submit applications by March 1- a much 
earlier-than-usual deadline that officials said was prompted by proposed 

steep cuts in the university system's state funding.
CSU schools generally accept applications through the summer for fall 

enrollment, but Chancellor Charles B. Reed moved up the deadline in response 
to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's proposed 2008-09 budget, which he said 
would cut $312.9 million from the university.

The funding cut would essentially eliminate the planned 10,000-student 
increase the CSU system had expected for the coming school year, officials 
said.

Applications can be submitted beyond March 1 for upper-division 
transfer students, out-of-state and international students, credential candidates 

and graduate students.

Receives “Best Editorial Cartoon Award”

  “First Place” Winner

I n an almost unprecedented manner, the Valley Voice, in its 
first entry, has been notified by the Suburban Newspapers of 

America, it has won “First Place” in its circulation class (25,000 to 
50,000) for “Best Editorial Cartoon.”
Judging the Nov. 2007 front page as “best in class” was the American 

Press Institute, consisting of professors from top Journalism schools and respected 
editors and writers.

Marshall Toomey’s cartoon of a young little league player – bat, helmet, 
shirt, and cleats (but sans his pants), looking disgruntled at a pair of huge legs 
– marked LAUSD – caught the eye of judges nationally. It was captioned News 
Item: LAUSD seeks fees from youth sports for use of “public” facilities. The “voice” 
of the school district barks “Sorry kid…business is business.” To see cartoon, visit 
www.evalleyvoice.com.

Marshall, of Stevenson Ranch, was speechless – well almost. “I started 
freelancing cartoons to newspapers since the age of 17 – and I’m now 54 – and 
this is my first award. I’m very proud of it!”

The SNA is comprised of nearly 2,000 newspapers.
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Reiter-Wrong?

Love those cartoons…..
By Mel reiter, Valley Voice

 

- Library and Technology Center
- Dedicated Science Wing
- Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture, photography, etc
- Media Center for digital filmmaking, editing and animation
- Student Center as a central hub for congregating, studying and socializing
- Dance Studio and Black-box theater  

 -     Spacious classrooms with projection equipment and wireless accessibility 

Now seeking applicants for the 2008-2009 school year.

From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is 
an academically excellent, college preparatory school 
committed to an empowering environment in which 

students realize their greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, 
and physical promise.  We are defined by an energized, 
attentive, and diverse student-teacher culture.

- Small class size 
- Individualized attention
- Integrated curriculum
- Experienced teachers

Our new state-of-the-art 7th – 12th Grade campus 
will open in 2008.  This academic village will offer students 
the opportunity to pursue depth of knowledge, artistic and 
creative expression, and special interests in a setting designed 
to promote educational excellence and personal growth.  

Please Contact Us

Sierra Canyon School
Invites You to Tour Our EK – 12th Grade Campuses
11052 Independence Avenue, Chatsworth, CA  91311

818-882-8121

They say a picture is worth a thousand words – but 
how do you measure the worth of a political cartoon? 
Over 50 years ago (yes, a half-century), as editor of the 

student daily at Michigan State University, I was blessed when a 
young man walked into my office offering his services as a cartoonist.  

I remember young John Trotta well – I was a senior, all of 20, and he looked like a high school 
freshman.

Five minutes examining his works, his scrapbook, convinced me there was an unusual 
talent present. Ten minutes before, I didn’t know we needed a cartoonist – but now we had 
one! It didn’t take long for his work to be recognized throughout campus, as he went on 
to contribute to most publications - faculty, administration, and alumni. His work was also 
noticed by Hallmark, who I believe hired him right out of MSU.

I never forgot John, or his political cartoons. 
All of us at the Valley Voice now wish to congratulate Marshall Toomey for his work, 

and just recognized as “First Place” honoree for his editorial cartoon (see story, page 1). While 
it took our free-lance artist 37 years to be so recognized, we are fortunate as a newspaper, to 
prevail in our initial year – and first entry.           

We promise our readers – and advertisers, further quality cartoons and reporting 
in the future!

If part of taxpayer money goes towards bailing out banks, mortgage and 
insurance companies, would we be asking too much if none – absolutely none – of our taxes 
goes into the pockets of the CEOs responsible? The so called “golden parachute” should 
become a good boot in the (you fill the word in).

Now that the administration and the House have reached a tentative agreement 
to mail out rebates by spring, wouldn’t it be unfortunate if it gets stalled in the Senate? Not 
hospitable to being rushed, look for some holdouts for pet earmarks.

Such a stimulus is only effective if done immediately – not later.
Former Ambassador Dennis Ross appeared at Temple Ahavat Shalom, Northridge, 

last month, and I walked away completely impressed with most of his views on the Middle 
East. Some major statements:

a)	 Iran has over 100 nuclear weapons, and with the ability to deliver them, 
warning that the next U.S. president will have to face them as a “nuclear power.”

b)	 Pres. Musharaf of Pakistan was not responsible for Bhutto’s killing. 
However, he did little to protect her, is extremely unpopular, may not have the military 
support, and made a grave error when during martial law, he arrested the lawyers – 
and released the militants. He reminded the 300 present that no president of Pakistan 
ever left office “voluntarily.” He also believed we should have frozen military aid during 
the crisis.

c) North Korea is “playing rope a dope” with us, negotiating to get rid of its 
dirty bombs, while playing around with Syria on a joint operation (which he believes 
was recently destroyed by Israel).

d) Nothing will change much in Iraq for the balance of Bush’s term – except 
more tours will be extended.

e) While not optimistic about any peace soon between Israel and the 
Palestinians, he believed the chemistry between Olmert and Abbas was good. He 
thought Annapolis was a failure, and wonders what bush “was thinking of.”

f)	 How would he get the process started today? An understanding between 
the parties that Palestinian leaders stop all incitement in the mosques and schools 
against the Jewish State. Israel would have to agree to halt almost all expansion and 
settlements near populated Palestinian areas.

            Finally, no one should ever expect a 100% withdrawal from the West Bank, as Israel 
must maintain certain security areas for its survival.

Can our nation get out of its fiscal problem without fixing the credit card problem? 
A one-day late payment could result in a “default” rate of over 32%. Then by the use of “universal 
default,” other card companies can increase your rate – even if you’re never late? What was the 
U.S. Supreme Court thinking about in the 80’s, when they allowed the banks to set all interest 
rates, and fees? Are we all insane?

A French bank, that nation’s second largest, recently announced an unsupervised, 
middle-level trader, lost the bank $12 billion. Rather than taking any blame, the bank’s officers 
and managers took credit for catching the culprit, saving the institution additional billions. At 
press time, the trader, who did not enrich himself, had disappeared as fast as the $12 billion.

What price health care? My son Josh, almost seven, had his tonsils removed last 
year. What was the charge for the routine, required biopsy? Almost $500! I didn’t find it funny 
– but my insurance company obviously did by the amount of their payment. This reminded 
me of a tale my father often told: He arrived here from Poland shortly after World War I, settling 
in New York with some very “bad” tonsils. Relatives walked him to the nearest hospital, where 
interns “snipped” them off – for 50 cents – and sent him on his way!

A comic group comprised of three Jews and a Palestinian has become big hits in 
Chicago. Before a sold out crowd of 400, at a time when Pres. Bush was visiting Israel, one told 
the audience “that our beloved president was in the Middle East, and announced to the world 
that it is time that the occupation must end.”

He waited a bit. Then he deadpanned, “Thus,” quoting the President, “we are giving 
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Assault
Dear Editor,
 
I am a 16 year old girl from Tarzana. Recently, near the corner of Chimineas 

and Rinaldi, I was assaulted and robbed by two young men. It happened around 2 
pm as I was walking north up Chimineas to a friend's house. The two men passed 
me on the sidewalk as I walked. Within 10 seconds one of the males had grabbed 
me from behind, assaulting me and spilling the contents of my bag onto the street. 
We continued in a struggle until I finally broke free of the taller man, while the other 
picked up my valuables and disappeared west up Bathurst St. I fell onto the sidewalk 
traumatized.

 I finally flagged down a man driving up the street, who let me use his phone.  
A police report has been filed.

I am encouraging you to run a story 
because I know that MANY people walk or 
jog down Chimineas. My father talked to the 
neighbors and no one would have thought 
that something like that would happen in the 
neighborhood. When talking to police I was 
told that robberies and break-ins were actually 
common in the area. 

Other than that, I would never wish what 
happened to me on ANYONE. Even if the 
motive was robbery, I can’t imagine someone 
would be as heartless to prey on a young girl 
who is by herself. You have to wonder what 
else they could do.

Sincerely, 
Nancy,
Tarzana

Mortgage Defaults
Up 82% in County

The number of mortgage default notices sent to 
homeowners in Los Angeles County jumped 
by 82.8 percent in the fourth quarter of 2007 

as compared to the same period the previous year, 
while the statewide figure reached its highest 
level in more than 15 years, according to data 
released recently.

According to La Jolla-based DataQuick Information 
Systems, 13,613 default notices were sent to Los Angeles 
County homeowners during the fourth quarter, up from 
7,445 in the same quarter of 2006. In Orange County, 
4,276 notices were sent, a 115.6 percent jump over last 
year's 1,983.

Riverside County saw an even bigger jump, with 
a 118.9 percent increase. In San Diego, the number of 
notices increased by 95.3 percent.

Statewide, 81,550 default notices were sent during 
the quarter, a 114.6 percent increase over the same period 
last year, according to DataQuick.

“Foreclosure activity is closely tied to a decline 
in home values,” said DataQuick President Marshall 
Prentice. “With today's depreciation, an increasing number 
of homeowners find themselves owing more on a property 
than its market value, setting the stage for default if there 
is mortgage payment shock, a job loss or the owner needs 
to move.”

Most homeowners emerge from the foreclosure 
process by making back-payments, refinancing or selling 
the home.

New Passport
Rules in Effect

The Auto Club reminded Southland residents that U.S. 
citizens will need passports or a government-issued 
photo identification plus proof of citizenship to get 

into Mexico, Canada, Bermuda or Caribbean countries.
Proof of citizenship can be an original birth certificate 

or a naturalization certificate.
“Identification requirements for travelers have 

been changing frequently in the last couple of years, and 
travelers need to stay aware of these changes so they 
bring the correct documents on their trips,” said Diana 
Meinhold, the Auto Club's vice president for travel 
products and services.

The rules also apply to those entering foreign waters 
on cruises.

Immigrations officials initially wanted all U.S. 
citizens to carry passports when traveling to next-door 
countries by this summer, but that requirement has been 
pushed back to 2009, when the government plans to issue 
a new form of ID to be known as a “passport card.”

Northridge Woman In Yogurt Lawsuit

Y ogurt maker Dannon fired back against a lawsuit filed by a Northridge woman, who alleges the 
company engaged in a “massive and comprehensive” false advertising campaign touting the health 
benefits of some of its products.

Trish Wiener, a self-described health-conscious person, filed the lawsuit against Dannon in U.S. District 
Court in downtown Los Angeles.

She claims Dannon lied when it advertised that its Activia, Activia Light and DanActive products help 
regulate digestion and boost the body's immune system.

According to her court papers, the company claimed the products contained “bifidus regularis” and 
“L. casai immunitas” bacteria responsible for the healthy side-effects, She alleges Dannon made up the 
scientific-sounding terms “regularis” and “immunitas” to trick consumers.

In a statement, Dannon officials said they would “vigorously challenge” the lawsuit.
“Dannon proudly stands by the claims of its products and the clinical studies which support them,” the 

statement read.
Wiener is asking for class-action status for her lawsuit, which seeks refunds for every customer in the 

United States that purchased the named products.   

Dodgers, Padres
To Play in China

The Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres will 
become the first Major League Baseball teams to 
play in China, meeting in exhibitions March 15-16 

in Beijing.
The games, dubbed as MLB China Series 2008, will 

be played at the 12,000-seat Wukesong Baseball Field, 
the baseball venue for the 2008 Olympic Games, Major 
League Baseball announced recently.

The Dodgers began their ties to China in 1980. 
They helped build the first practice field in Beijing and 
funded construction of a baseball stadium, named Dodger 
Stadium, in Tianjin, 75 miles southeast of the Beijing.

The Dodgers' ties to Asia date back more than half 
a century.

Area CPI Down 0.3%

The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported that the December 2007 Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) in the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County area decreased 0.3 percent for the month 
compared to a 0.6 percent increase for the previous month. 
Key characteristics of the CPI for Los Angeles December 2007: 
For the year ending December 2007, prices rose 4.2 percent.
Price changes varied over the month for the eight major expenditure categories, with three categories 

declining, three advancing, and two unchanged. 
Lower transportation prices made the largest impact on the overall index with a 1.3 percent decrease for the 

month.  Over the year, transportation prices increased by 7.5 percent, the largest over-the-year advance among 
all major expenditure categories. 

Gasoline prices increased by 7.5 percent, the largest over-the-year advance among all major expenditure 
categories. decreased 2.1 percent for the month, compared to a 9.0 percent increase in the prior month. Since 
December 2006 gasoline prices have increased 28.7 percent.

Grocery prices advanced 6.8 percent for the year.  This increase continues a pattern of over-the-year 
increases in grocery prices ranging from 3.3 to 6.8 percent.

Letters To The Editor
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LAUSD Facing Cuts:
CoLLege FeeS to RiSe

Los Angeles school officials may have to slash 
$36 million from the current budget and up to 
$500 million next year as a result of the budget 

cuts projected by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.
Those reductions could affect reform efforts, 

salaries and classroom programs, according to the 
Los Angeles Times.

In his preliminary budget, Schwarzenegger 
proposed reducing spending for public schools by 
$4.35 billion next year, but the immediate panic 
was caused by his plans to slash $360 million this 
year, which will be more than half over by the time 
officials scramble to propose cuts.

The Los Angeles Unified School District, 
with 700,000 students, receives about 13 of the 
state's kindergarten through 12th-grade education 
funding.

Board of Education president Monica Garcia 
called the cuts – current and future - unacceptable.

“We are coming from a place where we are 
in an educational crisis,” she told The Times. “The 
proposal . . . absolutely undermines what we need 
to do.”

The district was already trying to identify 
about $100 million to cut from next year's budget 
to keep from sinking into debt, which could harm 
not only the bond and credit rating of the nation's 
second-largest school district, but also its students, 
according to The Times.

The implications of the proposed state budget 
cuts go beyond elementary and secondary education. 
If the deficit-cutting budget is adopted, California's 
two public university systems could face student fee 
increases, enrollment caps, reduced class offerings 
and possible layoffs of part-time instructors.

The plan calls for most student fees to rise 
by 10 percent at the 23-campus Cal State system 
and by 7.4 percent at the 10-campus UC system, 
according to The Times. That would bring basic 
undergraduate fees for California residents to about 
$3,797 at Cal State campuses and $8,007 at UC 
schools, with graduate students paying more.

Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council
Needs Dedicated Volunteers

By Mel Mitchell, President, Porter ranch Neighborhood Council

For five years the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council has been making Porter 
Ranch a better place to live, work and grow. I am excited about the PRNC 
plans for 2008 and so is our Board of Directors. We on the PRNC Board are 

dedicated volunteers, spend much time on Neighborhood Council activities and 
are proud of serving Porter Ranch.

At our annual PRNC Retreat in August 2007 our stakeholders outlined the 
following goals for the next year: Organize more community events; Structure 
PRNC meetings to include topics, speakers and presentations of interest to Porter 
Ranch stakeholders; Implement a public relations program; Participate in City 
and city-wide Neighborhood Council activities; Outreach to other Neighborhood 
Councils specifically in the North Valley; Implement a PRNC “Youth Corps”; 
Encourage Porter Ranch Homeowner Associations to join the PRNC; and 

Implement a “Go Green” initiative for Porter Ranch.
We are well on our way to accomplishing these goals. Stakeholder attendance at recent meetings has been 

good where we have had speakers on street repair, proposed cell phone towers for Porter Ranch, the proposed 
Las Lomas development and the proposed City’s Telephone Users Tax. Three PRNC board members are also 
members or presidents of their HOA boards and we continue to actively reach out to HOAs and their residents.

During the year-end holidays we hosted a well attended holiday party and have plans for a Porter Ranch 
event at Holleigh-Bernson park and other community activities. The PRNC Go Green Committee has officially 
launched and is actively working to promote green initiatives at home. To join this important committee, contact 
GoGreen@PRNC.org

Currently, we are focused on spending the $50,000 given to us annually by the City of Los Angeles.  We 
will use these monies to maintain the excellent quality of life enjoyed in our community and to reach out to our 
stakeholders.  I hope you will come to our meetings, join a committee and make a difference for Porter Ranch.

We will be discussing the revised site for the proposed K-8 Porter Ranch span school and present a project 
update at our February 12 meeting. 

The PRNC meets on the first Tuesday of the month at Shepherd of the Hills Church. Our next meetings are 
scheduled for February 12, March 4 and April 1 at 6pm. You can find out more at www.PRNC.org and sign up for 
email alerts about upcoming events.

Motions, Resolutions

NeighboRhooD CoUNCilS
                              getting bigger Voice
T he Los Angeles City Council unanimously approved a pilot program that will permit Neighborhood 

Councils to take on a legislative role by allowing members to directly file motions or resolutions for council 
consideration.
The two-year program enables members of the city's 89 Neighborhood Councils to introduce three motions 

and/or resolutions a year. Those resolutions or motions will need to be seconded by another Neighborhood Council 
before being filed with the City Clerk's office for inclusion on an agenda.

Council members agreed that members of the neighborhood panels will have to complete a financial 
disclosure statement known as a Form 700.

Filing motions will “provide an opportunity for Neighborhood Councils to demonstrate that they have a 
valid reason for existence and that they have the right to input into our city council system ideas for us to consider,’ 
said City Councilman Richard Alarcon.

The idea was one of 73 recommendations made by the Neighborhood Council Review Commission.
That commission's vice president, Jason Lyon, said that “at the core of this idea, we felt that there needed 

to be a way to keep up a transparent public record of original recommendations from neighborhood councils that 
aren't tied to an existing council file.”

“We tried to avoid creating any new bureaucracy or any new system or any new cost, so the logical system 
for keeping a record of recommendations is your own council file. We were very aware of having the safeguard 
of committee chairs, who have the discretion whether or not to schedule (the motion).”The leadership of the 
Central City Association, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Valley Industry & Commerce Association 
opposed the creation of Neighborhood Council files.

 

Valley Moves First
Class Action Hits

LAUSD on Payroll

Two Los Angeles Unified high school 
employees filed a proposed class-action 
lawsuit claiming they have been underpaid 

as a result of the district’s troubled payroll system, 
violating labor laws.

Elizabeth Forsberg, a teacher, and Dawn 
Amenta, and aide, both work at El Camino Real High 
School and claim in the Los Angeles Superior Court 
lawsuit that they have been repeatedly underpaid, 
meaning they have been earning less than minimum 
wage.

Officials with Deloitte Consulting, the district’s 
payroll contractor – which is also named in the 
lawsuit – could not be reached for comment.

Teachers and other district employees “have 
not agreed to work for a lesser wage than the legal 
minimum wage,” the lawsuit contends. “Defendant 
LAUSD has failed and refused, and continues to 
fail and refuse, to pay plaintiffs and members of the 
class compensation for all hours worked as required 
by California wage and hour laws.”

The lawsuit seeks unspecified damages, 
including unpaid wages and general and punitive 
damages.

The payroll difficulties have been plaguing the 
district for nearly a year. District Superintendent 
David Brewer has acknowledged that teachers are 
being underpaid, but said many employees have also 
been overpaid, possibly by more than $53 million.

The district hired a consulting firm – Hess & 
Associates – in September in hopes of resolving the 
payroll problems. A computer expert told the Board 
of Education in December that payroll errors had 
been reduced to just 1.3 percent of employees. But 
the cost of repairing the payroll system could cost 
more than $210 million, the Daily News reported.
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Contribute Over $2 million

Unions Push Hard
for Phone Tax Hike

Organized labor has contributed more than $2 million to help Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa persuade voters to approve a Feb. 5 ballot measure that would 
maintain the city's telephone utility users tax.
If voters reject the tax, the city could lose as much as $270 million a year currently 

generated by residential and business telephone calls. Villaraigosa has warned that if the 
city loses that money, services will be cut and employees could lose jobs.

Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Executive Secretary-Treasurer Maria 
Elena Durazo told the Daily News that unions are bankrolling the campaign because losing 
the telephone tax would hurt city services and the public employees who provide them.

“We are extremely concerned about where our communities could end up if these 
services are cut in a big way,” Durazo told the newspaper. “It also directly impacts workers, 
and could cause layoffs if those services are cut. We could suffer.”

So far, Villaraigosa has collected $1.6 million in cash contributions from allies 
including developers and business interests for the campaign to support the measure, but 
the bulk of the money has come from unions, according to the Daily News.

Change to Win, a national coalition of seven labor unions, has contributed $500,000 to 
the “Yes on Proposition S” campaign, according to financial disclosure statements filed and cited 
by the Daily News, while the Service Employees International Union and the Los Angeles Police 
Protective League have each given $250,000.

lA home Sizes Would be limited

The size of new and remodeled houses in designated parts 
of the Los Angeles would be limited under an ordinance 
approved by a City Council committee.

Under the “Mansionization Ordinance,” which must 
be approved by the full council and would apply to 304,000 
properties, single-family houses could have a maximum square 
footage half the size of their lots.

Owners with houses meeting certain criteria, such as 
larger setbacks and properties that are certified as being 
environmentally friendly, would be allowed to add an additional 
20 percent square footage.

“There's been a great deal of unhappiness from some 
people feeling that their neighborhoods were degraded by 
large box-like homes,” Betsy Weisman, a city planner, told the 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee, which voted 
3-0 to approve the proposal.

“What we've always intended to do is strike a balance here 
between the property owners who want to add to their home 
or build a new home ... and also to prevent an excessive out-
of-scale structure that can overwhelm and really intrude upon 
a neighborhood. It's that balance that we've been trying to 
achieve.”

Committee members also asked city officials to prepare a 
report on the economic impact of the proposal.

Foreclosure  hotline Set

Angelenos in jeopardy of losing their homes because they 
cannot make their monthly mortgage payments are urged to 
contact a foreclosure hotline for financial counseling.

The Mortgage HOPE Crisis Hotline - which is being 
sponsored by Operation HOPE, a nonprofit banking and financial 
literacy organization, and the First American Corp., a financial 
group - can help callers negotiate with lenders, apply for loan 
modifications, avoid foreclosure, purchase a more affordable 
house and restructure existing debt, said City Council President 
Eric Garcetti.

“Every day it becomes clear that the crisis in mortgage 
lending and foreclosures is the number one threat to our national 
economy,” Garcetti said.

One out of 88 houses in California are in foreclosure, he said.
A report released last year by the U.S. Conference of Mayors 

found the city of Los Angeles' economy could take an  $8.3 billion 
hit this year as a result of the nation's foreclosure crisis.

Los Angeles had 716 foreclosures in the first quarter of 2007, 
850 in the second and 1,177 in the third quarter, Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa testified before a congressional subcommittee in 
November.

The city has committed $100,000 to foreclosure counseling.
Operation HOPE founder and CEO John Bryant called the 

mortgage crisis a “slow-moving train wreck.”
Homeowners concerned about their financial situation were 

urged to call the hotline at (877) 592-HOPE.

Steve Rousey, CSUN varsity baseball manager, 
greets youngsters ages 5-13 at his Dec. 29 -30 

throwing-hitting-fielding-running camp. 

(Valley Voice Photo)  
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SIERRACANYONDAYCAMP
11052 Independence Ave. • Chatsworth, CA • 818-882-8121

www.sierracanyondaycamp.com

Kids Love Summer...We Love Kids.
The Ultimate Day Camp Experience

Day Camp Adventure camp 
Teen camp sports world 

drama camp Movie Making Camp
Baseball Camp 

Cheer Camp Magic Video Arcade
Games Aquatics 110’ Water Slide

Theme Days & Overnights
Inflatable Water Adventures

Computers Movie magic
Climbing Wall

Archery Go-karts
Obstacle Course

Karaoke Playground
Karate Music Dance Hiking

Ponies Field Sports Arts and
Crafts Golf Drama Fun with
Science Baking Gymnastics
Nature Crafts Recreation

Room Bingo Bonanza $ierra
Bucks Prizes & Surprises

Power Wheels ...and More!

OPEN HOUSE DATES:

March 9th, April 13th

and June 1st

1 p.m.–4 p.m.

By Cynthia Peterson, Valley Voice Contributor

 
A Mother’s Top Ten:

“You Know it is Gonna 
be a Bad Day When You 

Wake to Find:
                       

1. a naked toddler in his bed
2. a naked toddler in YOUR bed
3. the car is not in the driveway where
    you parked it the night before
4. your teenager is up before you, starting
    a science fair project due that day
5. the toilet is overflowing (and you suspect
    Hot Wheels to be the culprit)
6. there’s a rat floating in the pool
7. there’s a rat floating in the toilet
8. you fell asleep prior to rinsing the tint out of your hair
9. you wake up and see the color of your hair 
10.there is nary a drop of coffee to be had

 

Ah well….they can’t all be good days, but on 
a positive note, things are never boring when 
you have children in the house. Life is full of 

perceptions and whether a day is going to be “good” or 
“bad” is all in how a person perceives it to be. 

For Christmas my mom gave me a very, very large 
coffee mug that says “Good Morning” on it. I LOVE it. 
Next to the “mother’s” ring and bracelet I received this 
year (yes, Valley Mom had a very nice Christmas this 
year) it was my favorite gift. Why, might you ask would 
a coffee mug be a favorite gift when you have a cupboard 
full of them? It is one of my favorites for two reasons. 
First because it tells me that my mom is thinking of me 
and my family everyday and secondly it serves to remind 
me that any day has the potential of being a good day, no 
matter what you may find floating in your toilet.

Cynthia is the sleep deprived mother of 
five wonderful children and harried housewife to 
one husband. You can find her on any given day living, 
loving and laughing with her family in Granada Hills.
You can contact Cynthia, your "Valley Mom" via her 
website at http://mysite.verizon.net/

Valley

Mom

A Political Tale

A woman in a hot air balloon realized she was lost.
She lowered her altitude and spotted a man in a boat 
below. She shouted to him, “Excuse me, can you help 

me? I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I 
don’t know where I am.”

The man consulted his portable GPS and replied, 
“You’re in a hot air balloon, approximately 30 feet above a 
ground elevation of 2346 feet above sea level. You are at 30 
degrees, 14.97 minutes north latitude and 100 degrees, 49.09 
minutes west longitude.

She rolled her eyes and said, “You must be a 
Republican.”

“I am,” replied the man. “How did you know?”
“Well,” answered the balloonist, “Everything you told 

me is technically correct, but I have no idea what to do with 
your information, and I’m still lost. Frankly, you’ve not been 
much help to me at all.”

The man smiled and responded, “You must be a 
Democrat.”

“I am,” replied the balloonist. “How did you know?”
“Well,” said the man, “You don’t know where you are, 

or where you’re going. You’ve risen to where you are due 
to a large quantity of hot air. You made a promise that you 
have no idea how to keep, and you expect me to solve your 
problem. You’re in exactly the same position you were in 
before we met; yet somehow, now it’s my fault.”

(Anonymous)
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over and praying for our church, I develop a sense of 
where our church is spiritually, and the Lord impresses 
upon my heart the direction in which we should go.  In 
addition, even as I strive to plan for the coming year, I 
am very sensitive to what the church might be doing for 
the year after.  So, it is almost like working two years 
in advance.  

For 2008, our theme is “The Signature of Jesus,” 
which was inspired by the book of the same title written 
by Brennan Manning. Just as we all have signatures that 
we use to verify our identity, Jesus Christ’s signature—
the cross—bears His. It is the symbol of our salvation 
through His death and resurrection to pay for the penalty 
of our sins.  It is also the pattern for our lives in which 
Jesus calls us to love and bless others, even if it means 
sacrificing our own comfort. We invite you to join us this 
year as we walk through a series of messages focused 
entirely on Jesus: The Person of Jesus, The Power of 
Jesus, The Parables of Jesus, The Passion of Jesus, The 
Preaching of Jesus, and The Prophecy of Jesus. (Please 
visit www.callonJesus.com for the sermon schedule for 
this year.)

In addition to learning about Jesus each week, we 
will commence new projects that will translate these 
messages from words to action in the community and 
world.  On March 15 and 16, we will kick off the first of 

Shepherd of the Hills Church 

Most people begin the new year with a plan, 
whether it is as simple as a resolution, or as 
comprehensive as a multi-step strategy to keep 

you on track for improvement.  Similarly, Shepherd of 
the Hills Church operates on a plan, in order to focus on 
a common theme that comprises the activities, events, 
and sermons of the entire year.  This vision or theme 
helps us maintain our focus and purpose as well as 
ensure progress throughout the year. 

If you think keeping your personal schedule 
organized is difficult, imagine planning for an entire 
church with 10,000 members. As the Senior Pastor, 
I’m humbled by the responsibility of developing the 
direction for our congregation year by year.  So how 
do I decide on a theme? Typically, I take two weeks 
in August to seek God’s direction for the next year.  I 
plan the schedule based on that guidance, and I usually 
begin by looking at last year’s theme.  Our theme for 
2007 was “Stewardship,” which  dealt with being 
accountable for the blessings God has given us, such 
as our treasure (finances), talent, time, and truth (the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ).  The previous year’s theme 
becomes a stepping-stone to take us as a church to 
another place that the previous year did not.  

Furthermore, I try to get a feel of the spiritual pulse 
of our church. Because I spend so much time watching 

our Community Days in which we hope to make Jesus’ 
love known to the community through acts of service, 
such as trash and graffiti removal and cleaning, for our 
local schools and businesses.  Moreover, we want to 
bless individuals on a personal level, just as Jesus did 
during His ministry here on earth. Through the Signature 
Project, we hope to show people who don’t know Christ, 
the signature of Jesus by extending His love and care 
to them. This includes serving in any way from fixing 
up the yard of an elderly neighbor, to making a dream 
come true for someone who is ill. (Please visit www.
signatureofjesus.com to learn more about these projects 
and how to get involved.)  We will also trace the very 
steps of Jesus as I, and one hundred other people from 
our church, travel to Israel in May, as well as carry His 
love to the reaches of the world as a large group of us sets 
off for China in August.

We invite you to join us as we embark on this new 
adventure of knowing, experiencing, and living out the 
signature of love that Christ Jesus desires to place in our 
hearts—throughout the community and the world!

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior Pastor of 
Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter Ranch.

Edited by Rhona Cue

A Man With a Plan
By Pastor Dudley C. rutherfordS

Now Introduces

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites

•Gated Off-Leash Play Area •Heated Floors

21418 Devonshire    Chatsworth 91311
341-7770

www.chatvet.com

Pampered Boarding 
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

Resolutions Have  
Way of “Fizzling”

By Pastor Eugene Curry

This is a time of renewed commitment and 
resolutions.  Each year millions of people promise 
themselves that they will lose weight, travel 

more, quit smoking, fix the shed, learn French or pursue 
some other equally noble goal.  In the weeks following 
New Year’s Day we often ask one another, “What’s 
your resolution for the new year?” And all too often 
the question is met with something like the following: 
“Well, I made a resolution, but…”  Firm commitments 

made at the beginning of January have a disappointing 
way of fizzling out by the month’s end.  And thus our 
waistlines continue to bulge, cigarettes still appear on 
our shopping lists, and those French tapes will have to 
wait until next year.

Perhaps one of the reasons that our New Year’s 
resolutions so commonly fail is because they tend 
to focus on relatively trivial matters.  Sure, finally 
visiting the Grand Canyon is a great goal, but is it 
the greatest goal?  Perhaps our dedication to change 
would benefit from a desire to change not merely our 
appearance or even our lifestyle but our very selves, 
that indivisible core of our personal identity: our souls.  
Perhaps this year we ought to resolve to reconnect 
with our God through prayer.  Maybe it’s time to give 

that dusty Bible hidden away on the book shelf another 
look.  Maybe it’s time to get reacquainted with a pew at 
your local church.

Of course, the benefits of a robust connection 
with the Lord, greater Biblical literacy, and meaningful 
involvement in a community of faith don’t lend themselves 
to bragging quite as easily as a newly painted shed (though, 
sadly, some have tried).  But while immaculate lawns and 
healthy lungs eventually surrender to the inevitability of 
time, the rewards of a genuine relationship with God are 
a bit longer lasting.

Pastor Eugene Curry is the senior pastor of Faith 
Baptist Church of Granada Hills.
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Chopstick Maintenance
The Thai Way

Editor’s Note: 
“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for 

students, parents, and teachers to express 
their concerns, ask questions, and seek 
problem resolution regarding issues facing us 
in the educational arena.

E-mail or snail mail “Dear Teacher” and 
all correspondence will be answered.  Some 
will  actually be published in this newspaper.

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to 

By Herb Pastor, Valley Voice Contributor

You’ve seen it over and over 
again. The more things change 
the more they stay the same. 

The new Heineken shopping mall has opened 
in Pattaya anchored by a huge McDonald’s, a movie 
complex, many restaurants and lots of faux name 
brand stores with names like Gucci, Abercrombie, 
and Nike. It’s testimony to the low budget farangs 
who are looking for the steal-of-a-deal to brag 
about back home. Copyright laws do exist for those 
unfortunate street peddlers who don’t slip a few baht 
into the right palm.

The new set of buildings is built around an 
old, stately tree that must be hundreds of years old, 
maybe old enough to have lived in Thailand when 
this country was known as Siam. To their credit, the 
developers of this project have preserved the tree and 
made it a focal point of the mall. 

The tiny park-like environment encircling the 
tree is no more than a hundred feet around. It’s all 
dirt and rocks with a small fountain underneath the 
majestic tree. 

The woman pictured here is named Ying. To my 
surprise she spoke a halting but clearly understandable 
English. She is 51 years old, the mother of one child 
and told me of Charles, her former boy-friend in San 
Francisco. She hasn’t seen or heard from Charles in 
many years but is reminded of her days with him since 
he left her a lovely present who is now grown to be a 
twenty two year old construction worker.

Ying’s new job is to maintain the very small area 
surrounding the tree. That is…to gather the fallen 
leaves which flitter down steadily. She is paid about 
5000 baht a month which converts to about five 
bucks a day; working six days a week, twelve hours 
a day. In other words, she gets 42 cents an hour to 
pick up leaves. 

Ying is very happy with her job. At least she’s 
happy to have a job. She walks and stoops the entire 
twelve hours. By the time she finishes cleaning the 
ground and returns to her original starting point 
enough leaves have fallen for her to start all over 
again. It’s a never ending cycle.

Although Ying is proud of her work and 

especially pleased with her uniform, she wishes for 
only one thing - a long handle broom. You see, her 
bosses insist that she keep the area spotless with her 
assigned chopsticks.

If during the coming year you think your job 
is too tough or your life is burdensome and you're 
wishing for something extra...be reminded of Ying 
and her wish for a long handled broom.

Dear Teacher,
I’m, in 4th grade, and because I’m quiet and do my 

work, my teacher always puts noisy kids next to me, and they 
don’t like to work. I’m sick of it.

Kim, 4th grade
Dear Kim,
Your teacher feels you’ll be a positive influence on the 

noisy, non-worker. Talk to your teacher. I’m sure he or she will 
understand that you need a break.

Dear Teacher,
I have 3 sons. Two are quiet and very studious. The 

other one is the total opposite. My husband thinks I compare 
him to the other two way too much. A.M.S.

Dear A.M.S.,
I have to agree with your husband. Don’t compare your 

children. Each is an individual with his own special attributes, 
talents, and abilities. All ow each to be their own person and 
love their uniqueness.

Dear Teacher,
I teach for an administrator who never compliments 

anyone. We all like to hear good comments once in a while. 
B.K.

Dear B.K.
Try reverse psychology. Pay her a compliment and add 

that you think it’s important to hear good comments, and that 
everyone needs it. Let’s hope she gets the message.

Dear Teacher
A Listening Ear; A Listening Heart

By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor

"Teaching is not a lost art, but the regard for it is a lost tradition." Jacques Barzun

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to 
hearing from you.

dearteacher@verizon.net
or

     Dear Teacher
 P.O. Box 7011
 Mission Hills, CA 91346-7011
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 Letters to the Editor
Please keep them brief and include your 
name, address and daytime phone. We 
reserve the right to edit all submissions. 

Guest Articles & Opinions
These should run between 300 and 500 
words on topics of interest to our northwest 
Valley readers.

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Wednesday of the month. 

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of 
the month. 

ADVERTISE WITH US
 To advertise, please call

(310) 429 0484.

Friday, Feb. 1
Chatsworth Chamber 

Community breakfast 

T he Chatsworth/Porter Ranch Chamber of Commerce 
is holding its 8th annual State of the Community 
Breakfast and Installation of its 2008 Board on Friday, 

Feb. 1 at The Odyssey Restaurant, 15600 Odyssey Drive, 
Granada Hills. 

The featured speakers are State Senator George 
Runner; State Assembly Members Lloyd Levine, Cameron 
Smyth and Audra Strickland; County Supervisor Michael 
Antonovich; LA County Sheriff Leroy Baca; Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa; 12th District Councilman Greig 
Smith; Deputy Police Chief-Valley Bureau Michel Moore; 
Los Angeles Unified School District Board Member 
Tamar Galatzan; Metro-San Fernando Valley's Richard 
Hunt and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.

For more information and to RSVP,
please call (818) 341-2428. 

"Cash for College"
Workshop in North hills

 
If you receive financial assistance through CalGrants, 
you could qualify for an additional $1,000 scholarship 
through "Cash for College," according to Councilman 
Greig Smith. 

Get help applying for "Cash for College" at the free 
Feb. 9 workshop at Monroe High School, 9229 Haskell 
Ave. in North Hills. Applicants can come anytime between 
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

Applicants must bring federal income tax returns 
for 2007, and W-2 forms, paycheck stubs or records of 
income and current bank statements for themselves and 
their parents. 

For more information, call (888) 224-7268
or visit www.LACashforCollege.org.

ASA Softball
opening Day Feb. 23rd

For Northridge girls

Spring 2008 season begins at Northridge ASA Girls 
Softball’s Opening Day Parade & Ceremony, Sat., 
Feb. 23rd at 18755 Devonshire St., Northridge. The 

parade kicks off at 7:00 AM at the Ralphs on Chatsworth/
Zelzah. 

Decorated "float vehicles" carrying all of our softball 
players will travel W. on Chatsworth toward Reseda Blvd., 
S. on Reseda to Devonshire and W. on Devonshire to the 
ball fields.

They have participation from local Firehouse 73, and 
this year anticipate having a surprise guest speaker. The 
ceremony kicks off on field 3 at 8:00 AM with the Star 
Spangled Banner, Pledge of Allegiance and first pitch led 
by some of their talented players. 

Awards will be given to teams with the most creative 
floats and costumes.

All are welcome to come out and support Northridge 
Girls Softball. Softball-related gift items and equipment 
will be available for purchase onsite. 

All proceeds help to keep the non-profit league 
running, and “one of the finest in Southern California.” 

LOCAL  Events
granada hills library events

Feb. 5, Tues. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Valentine Pajama Read-
to-Me-L.A. Storytime: 3-5 year olds bring favorite stuffed 
animals to listen to stories and parents learn ways to help kids 
gain skills to prepare them for learning to read.

Feb. 9, Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - Student Smart 
SAT Practice just for teens: Princeton Review will administer 
the full-length test. Scores and feedback provided the following 
Saturday (Feb.16, 10 a.m.). Bring a calculator. Space is limited. 
Call (818) 368-5687 to sign up.

Feb. 12, Tues. 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. - L. A. Opera League 
presents a discussion of Verdi’s “Otello.” Enjoy Shakespeare’s 
play transformed by operatic drama and passion.

March 29, Sat. 10:30 a.m. to Noon - Caregiver Survival! 
Stephanie Elkins of Leeza’s Place discusses handling emotional 
stresses of caregivers and the cared-for to promote self-esteem, 
handling difficult people, and local resources that can help.  

Porter Ranch library events
Alzheimer’s: What every Caregiver Should Know. 
A free workshop on Sat., Feb. 23 at 2 p.m. at the Porter 
Ranch Library, 11371 Tampa Avenue. A representative of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, California Southland Chapter, 
discusses how to care for a loved one; the signs of burn out; 
available resources; medical facts; and more.

Registration is required. Call the library to
save your place (818) 360-5706.  

  

New Mother-Daughter book Club for teen girls 
14 yrs and older and their moms is now forming at the Porter 
Ranch Library. First meeting is scheduled for Tues., Feb. 19, 
6:30 p.m. at the library, 11371 Tampa Avenue. Our first book 
is Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons. Read the book. Bring at least 
one discussion question and all your ideas to the meeting.

Call ahead to get a copy of the book
& to reserve your place: (818) 360-5706. 

little league
granada hills Named
host for ’08 Tourney

g ranada Hills Little League will host the 2008 Little League 
All-Star State Championship Tournament for 10 & 11 year 
olds, July 19th to July 28th, 2008.  
The League is the home of the 1963 Little League 

World Series Champions, and a non-profit youth organization, 
dedicated to amateur sports and the development of the youth 
of our community.  For the past 50 years Granada has provided 
boys and girls between the ages of 5-15 years of age the 
opportunity to have a “fun and safe learning environment to 
build strong bodies and minds.”

With all the controversy surrounding major league 
baseball over steroid use, Granada has decided it would 
better serve today’s youth by helping them stay focused on 
education, by electing to use college team names and mascots 
for the upcoming 2008 Baseball Season, instead of the typical 
MLB Team offerings.

Granada Hills Little League began a much needed 
renovation of their fields this past fall with the help of 
several local businesses in the community, and the dedicated 
volunteers/parents of Granada Hills Little League.
For more information about Granada Hills Little League, 
please visit www.GHLLonline.com or call 818-366-4590.

Your Business Card Here - Only $75 Monthly
Reaches Over 50,000 Readers!



Let’s teLL It
             Like It Really Is

By Duncan Bleek, Valley Voice Contributor

This publication requests that I only comment about the San Fernando Valley. This is 
a hard task to undertake because I don’t find a lot of good talent here. 

 For example, last week, I heard a band called “Radiohead” at Bogie’s, 
the club at the old Westlake Inn. Watching them gave you the feeling that they were just 
going through the motions; there was no real professionalism. On a scale of 1 -10, 10 
being the best, I have to give them a 5.

 I’ll tell you, some of the bands I’ve heard have the most bizarre names, which I 
can’t even remember. And since I can’t remember the names, obviously the band was not 
memorable either.    

 The Copycats were playing at Moe’s Buddha Bar this past month. They play 
R&B and disco. Unfortunately, this was another group just there to get through the songs. 
Quite disappointing. I have to rate them a 5 as well. 

 Bands can have good nights, and sometimes they just don’t click with the 
audience. I am well aware of this from personal experience. So I returned to the Sugarmill 
to catch a singer named Preston for a second review. Preston has his own unique style of 
blues. While playing guitar with one hand, he plays different percussion instruments with 
the other! Now this was interesting and exciting. This was definitely a big 7. But then, 
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ConservatIve vIewpoInt

Are you tired of anonymous voices on the phone telling you to “Press 1 
(or sometimes 2) for English”? The ability to speak and communicate 
in English is the litmus test of whether immigrants are assimilating 

into U.S. culture.
 To become a naturalized U.S. citizen, the law states that the immigrant 

must demonstrate "the ability to read, write and speak ordinary English." All 
public opinion polls confirm by majorities approaching 90 percent that this is 
what the American people want.

 Despite the law, the Pew Hispanic Center just reported that only 52 
percent of Hispanic naturalized citizens speak English well or pretty well. 
Pew also reported that 28 percent of Latino immigrants speak only Spanish 
on the job.

 Even those who seek diversity in politics, in religion, in morals, 
in lifestyles and in nationalities reject diversity when it comes to speaking 
English. It's the tie that binds; it's the e pluribus unum of our culture; it's the 
route to success in education, careers, and the chance to live the American 
dream.

 As President George W. Bush rounds out his second term, pundits will 
be speculating on his legacy. The Census Bureau just answered that question: 
his legacy is admitting the staggering number of 10.3 million foreigners into 
the United States, both legally and illegally, plus many more illegal residents 
the Census Bureau could not identify.

 The jury is still out on whether those 10.3 million will assimilate into 
the American socioeconomic culture or will remain in neighborhoods where 
they associate only with each other and fail to communicate and compete with 
citizens of their adopted country.

 One would think that sound government policy should encourage 
assimilation, but unhappily our government, both the Bill Clinton and George 
W. Bush administrations, has and is retarding assimilation.

 The government also discourages assimilation by printing foreign 
language ballots, even though only U.S. citizens are supposed to vote. Another 
way that government programs retard assimilation is by forcing children with 
Hispanic-sounding names into Spanish-language classes in public schools, 
often over the opposition of their parents.

 One of the most objectionable anti-assimilation policies is former 
president Clinton's Executive Order 13166, which requires all recipients of 
federal funds to provide all information and services in any language requested 
by any recipient of federal funds, such as a private-practice physician who 
accepts a Medicare or Medicaid patient. Despite the unnecessary costs and 
unpopularity of this unilateral Clinton action, the Bush administration has 
continued the policy.

 All Republican presidential candidates affirmed in the televised 
debate from New Hampshire on June 5, under questioning by Wolf Blitzer, 
that English should be “the official language of the United States.” Only John 
McCain offered a muddled modification about Native Americans using their 
own languages.

 That's why it's unfortunate that the Republican candidates agreed to 
participate in a Spanish-language debate sponsored by the Spanish-language 
television channel Univision.

 Memo to Republican presidential candidates: English language is 
as valuable an issue for you as drivers licenses for illegal immigrants, an 
issue that forced New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer and U.S. Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, D-N.Y., candidate for president in 2008, to reverse themselves. Go 
for it, and leave Pelosi and Reid scrambling to deal with the divisions in their 
own party.

 
Phyllis Schlafly is a lawyer, conservative political analyst and the author 

of the newly revised and expanded "Supremacists." She can be contacted by 
e-mail at phyllis@eagleforum.org.

Copley News Service

to assImILate
or not to

     assImILate

Laina Treuhaft
  

Laina Treuhaft

M

Laina Treuhaft
By Laina Treuhaft, Valley Voice Contributor

Small Deed, Big Impact
M

On my birthday I was having a really hard time.  I was down and by myself and went 
to go pick up some food for dinner.  As I pulled up in the drive thru, I handed the 
girl my money for my food.  She told me that the car in front of me had taken care 

of it and handed me a card.  On the card it said “God Bless You.”  I couldn’t believe it.  I 
looked at the car and did not recognize it from anywhere.  I could only see a lady in the 
front seat.  As we pulled closer to the window where you get your food I saw she had three 
little kids in the back seat. 

 When I proceeded to get my food the girl handing it to me asked if I knew the lady?  
My answer was: No, I didn’t know her.  Here was this lady who had no idea who I was and 
no idea what I was going thru or the fact that I had had a horrible day; not to mention that it 
was my birthday.  Yet she went out of her way for no reason at all to do something kind for 
someone else.  It absolutely made my entire day. 

Sometimes in life we are down and something little done by someone else will make 
us feel better.  It can be an action that they didn’t even know they were doing.  Or it can be 
something that was done intentionally.  An act of kindness done for someone else.  These 
little actions, if we carry them on can be chain events in people’s lives.  This one action that 
this stranger did for me brightened my day.  It was a $3 meal that not only put a smile on 
my face but also made me want to do something nice for someone else.  

In life we don’t always realize that what we do, even without our knowing, can affect 
other people.  It’s something that we should always keep in the back of our minds.  Every 
little thing we do has a ripple effect and spreads out to more and more people.  Our actions 
have end results that we are not even aware of.  It can be negative things we do as well as 

the positive.  It can be intentional things or unintentional things 
we do that are carried on.

This one event may have been small but it had a great 
impact on me.  If every person who reads this does one kind thing 
for someone else, weather big or small, think of the ripple effect we can create as a whole.  
Thinking about our actions is something that we might forget about from time to time.  But 
hopefully we can pay closer attention to what we are doing and maybe put an extra effort 
into making the ripple a positive one as opposed to a negative one.a person really wants to 
mend their ways and change their "stripes" then it might be possible. I look at myself as 
an example. I know that there are things in my past that do not represent the person I am 
today. I know that there have been things that I have done that I would never do today or in 
the future. I have changed from the person that I was several years ago. So if I can lose my 
stripes from the past, why can't I have faith that someone else can too lose theirs? 

Isn't is possible that a person can learn from their mistakes and set their life heading 
down an alternate course? I think that we need to go into relationships knowing what we 
want, and at the same time knowing what we don't want. There is nothing wrong with 
guarding ourselves a little. But we can't get so wrapped up in assuming the past will always 
repeat itself. I believe that people can shed their stripes. We just need to be weary of the 
zebra that has rolled around in the mud momentarily covering them up. As long as we trust 
our instincts, I believe that with effort we can not only lose our own stripes but gain faith 
that others can as well.

(Continued on page 11)

By Phyllis Schafly
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It’s All a “Myth-understanding”
By Scott LaFee

Sometimes, even doctors are duped by medical misinformation. Two Indiana 
researchers looked at seven beliefs commonly espoused by physicians and 
generally (and erroneously) believed to be true.
 The researchers - Rachel C. Vreeman at Indiana University's School of 

Medicine and Aaron E. Carroll at the Regenstrief Institute - published their findings in 
the British Medical Journal.

 1. You should drink at least eight glasses of water each day. This advice has 
been floating around since at least 1945, but there's no scientific evidence to support the 
recommendation. In fact, excessive water drinking can be fatal.

 2. We use only 10 percent of our brains. Modern medical imaging shows that 
there's no region of the brain that is completely inactive.

 3. Hair and fingernails continue to grow after death. They don't, but dehydration 
of the body and retracting skin can make it appear so.

 4. Reading in dim light ruins your eyesight. It can strain the eyes and reduce 
blinking (which may cause uncomfortable dryness), but the effects are temporary. 
There's no permanent effect on eye function or structure.

 5. Shaving causes hair to grow back faster or coarser. Numerous studies have 
shown this to be false. Shaving does remove the finer, tapered ends of hair, which can 
make the remaining stubble seem coarser. And new hair emerging from the skin can 
appear darker because it has not yet been lightened by sun or chemical exposure. But 
shaving itself doesn't affect the hair at all.

 6. Mobile phones are dangerous in hospitals. There's little real evidence to 
support the idea that cell phones can interfere with critical medical equipment. All of 
the evidence cited is anecdotal and pretty dubious.

 7. Eating turkey makes people especially drowsy. Tryptophan, an amino 
acid, is involved in sleep and a form of it is marketed as a sleep aid. Turkey contains 
tryptophan, but so too does chicken and beef. Pork and cheese contain even more 
tryptophan than turkey. Sleepiness after a big turkey meal is more likely due to diverted 
blood and oxygen flow from the brain to the digesting stomach. 

BODY OF KNOWLEDGE
You'll drink 20,000 gallons of water in your lifetime.
BEST MEDICINE
A man goes to a psychiatrist.
"Doctor, I think I'm a dog."
"Hmmm," replies the psychiatrist. "Lie down on the couch and I'll examine you."
"I can't," said the man. "I'm not allowed on furniture."
CURTAIN CALLS
The practice of "warming up" cars in enclosed garages on cold mornings kills an
 average of 207 Americans annually, due to carbon monoxide poisoning.

Copley News Service

Baby Boomer File: 
Depression Is Not A 

Normal Part of Aging
By Dr. Liane Caryl, Valley Voice Contributor

I t’s bad enough that the risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease increases 
with age. But another dismal fact is in the news: the elderly are the group 
at highest risk in the nation for suicide. With the large number of baby 

boomers entering their sixth decade of life, and possibly caring for an elderly 
parent, this is cause for concern. Concrete figures (based on data from 2004) 
reveal the number of suicides for people aged 65 or older is 14 per 100,000. This 
is higher than the overall U.S. suicide rate of 11 per 100,000.

The highest suicide rate in the nation is for Caucasian men ages 85 and 
older: approximately 65 deaths per 100,000. Elderly men are more likely than 
elderly women to make a suicide and complete it. The method is usually lethal 
- the top two choices being the use of firearms or falling to one’s death (popular 
among those living in big cities like New York.)

One contributing factor is the isolation of elderly folks from the community 
due to physical ailments preventing participation in physical activities they 
once enjoyed like painting, playing golf, even driving. Difficulty with vision or 
hearing is also prevalent in later age. Losing friends and relatives to illness and 
death is common. Ultimately, the loss of independence due to inability to care 
for oneself due to physical or mental disease can put a person over the edge.

Unfortunately, depression is an under-diagnosed illness no matter what age 
you are. However, it may be more so among elderly patients. A depressed person 
may harbor  thoughts that life is not worth living, or even thoughts of suicide. 
The prevailing social notion believes that depression is a normal part of aging. 
Memory loss (senility) was once considered to be a normal result of aging as 
well. Research, education and awareness have dispelled this myth – we need to 
work to dispel the same myth about depression. 

That’s because depression is treatable and suicide is preventable! Asking 
someone if they feel hopeless about their future or if they have ever thought 
about killing themselves will not put the thought into their mind. They’ve 
already considered it. Many depressed people want help. They are afraid of 
asking because of the stigma that still exists about mental illness - they don’t 
want to be labeled “crazy”. In fact, when confronted with a depressed patient, a 
doctor is obligated to ask about suicidal ideas. 

Depression is treatable. It is not my intention to discuss the various 
treatments in this article, but to prod you to pay closer attention to an elderly 
acquaintance who looks sad, or appears to have lost interest in his or her usual 
activities, or has experienced a change in eating or sleeping habits, or is having 
trouble concentrating or making decisions. Help them get an evaluation by a 
qualified health or mental health professional ASAP, so they can function and 
live with quality. Doctor’s orders.

Liane Caryl, M.D. is a psychiatrist, writer, and professional speaker. She 
welcomes your questions and comments.   

A VALENTINE POEM
By Norman Molesko, Valley Voice Resident Poet

I truly love you…my dear.
I would like to express

what I mean.
I am /Q/-ing you,

my queen.
I am /W/-ing you,
my wedded wife.

You salt and pepper up my life.
Your presence at my side,
 us together, is very nice.

Preston switched gears to play old Beatles’ tunes. Why did you do that, P? Not 
the best choice – you had it going on baby, but you tried to become a crowd-
pleaser and you fell off your throne. Final rating: 2.5. 

One Friday night this past month, Paoli’s Italian restaurant in Woodland 
Hills was hosting a band called Jackson Lee. I had to check several times to make 
sure the lead singer wasn’t dead. Poor guy just lacks feeling. But fortunately for 
him other singers came up from the audience to help out and the music came 
alive. I know Lee is trying – so I’m going to give him a big 6 this time.

On a return trip to Paoli’s I encountered a singer with a drum machine. It 
was set too slow so the music dragged. During his break I caught up with him and 
he admitted he was only doing it for the money, not because he had any passion 
for his craft. I hate to say this, but it showed. Customers would walk in, look over 
the entertainment for about a minute, and then immediately leave! This show 
truly rated a negative 3, but even a bad waitress gets tipped so I’m giving him a 
1. A zero would mean an empty room, but there were a few diehards. 

Folks, I’m very busy, but I’m making it my mission to go out and listen to 
these bad acts so you don’t have to waste our time. In return, I need one small 
favor: write to me! Let me know where you have found good music. Do you 
agree with my assessments? I won’t be offended if you don’t. Let’s work together 
to get some better music into the Valley.

This is not an easy job. I’m not sure if you’ll hear from me again. I need 
your feedback to keep going – these acts are really bad.

The voice for good entertainment, Duncan Bleek

Northridge baseball coaches “scout” youngsters, 
including Zack Renick, at bat, for AA and AAA 
teams at the Jan. 20 tryout.
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(Continued from page 10)  “Tell It Like It ReallyIs”
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