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Providence Holy Cross

New Health Center
Coming to Porter Ranch

Anew state-of-the-art health center, already under construction, is coming to 
Porter Ranch.

Providence Holy Cross Medical Center, seeking to provide greater 
access to affordable outpatient health care services, is scheduled to open its new 
facility later this year.

It will be located in the heart of Porter Ranch, on Porter Ranch Drive and 
Rinaldi Street, and also serve the communities of Northridge, Granada Hills, and 
Chatsworth.

The four-story, 75,000 square foot health center will feature an urgent care 
center, state-of-the-art diagnostic imaging services, physical therapy, a women’s 

The new health center will complement the many inpatient services now 
provided to North San Fernando Valley residents at Providence Holy Cross Medical 
Center, located in Mission Hills just a few minutes from Porter Ranch.  The hospital 
breaks ground this month on a 101-patient bed expansion that will include a 
new neonatal intensive care unit, a GI (gastroenterology) lab, expanded surgery 
department, and additional Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds. This expansion will 
make Providence Holy Cross the second largest hospital in the Valley.

“We have been serving the San Fernando Valley for more than 45 years, and 
as our community’s population continues to grow, we realize the community needs 
additional health care facilities that are both high quality and easily accessible,” said 
Kerry Carmody, Chief Executive of Providence Holy Cross Medical Center.  

The new patient care facility at Providence Holy Cross Medical Center and the 
Providence Holy Cross Health Center in Porter Ranch will greatly improve access 
to affordable, quality health care for North San Fernando Valley residents, whose 
choices regarding where to go for nearby medical care became more limited in 
August 2003 when Granada Hills Community Hospital closed.

The health center will include:
- An urgent care center for people with immediate medical needs when they 

cannot get an appointment with their doctors and they don’t want to wait longer 
hours in an emergency department. 

- A diagnostic imaging center that offers top-of-the-line imaging equipment 
for the clearest, most precise images inside the human body. It also provides 
physicians with advanced technology for immediate, real-time access to images via 
the internet.

- Physical therapy services that will include orthopedic, sports and work related 
injuries, as well as outpatient rehabilitation services.

Providence Holy Cross Medical Center also will continue its many outreach 
services in the area and will work closely with its community partners – including 
the North Valley YMCA in Porter Ranch – to provide health and wellness services 
to those living along the Simi Valley Freeway corridor.

For more information on the new Providence Holy Cross Health Center in 
Porter Ranch and other services the medical center provides, call toll-free 1-888-
432-5464 or visit www.providence.org/holycross

“Distinguished Honors”

Northwest Valley Leads all Schools

Eleven of the 16 LAUSD elementary schools recognized by the California 
Department of Education as “2008 California Distinguished Schools,” are 
located in our community, more than any other area in all of Los Angeles 

County.
Those schools honored from the “northwest” San Fernando Valley include: 

Chatsworth Park, Superior Street, Beckford Avenue, Balboa Gifted/High Ability 
Magnet, Calahan Street, Dearborn Street, Danube Avenue, Haskell and Math/
Science Magnet School, Van Gogh Street, Parthenia Street, and Stagg Street.

A total of 343 public elementary schools from 189 districts in 39 counties - 
79 of them in Los Angeles County - were chosen for the honor, according to state 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell.

Forty-nine schools from Orange County made the list.
“These outstanding elementary schools represent many different kinds of 

communities, organizational structures and student populations,” he said. “Sixty-
four of these schools come from small, rural communities, 11 are charter schools 

poverty and are supported by federal Title I funding.”
According to the CDE, this year's selection criteria for the California 

Distinguished Schools program, which is now in its 23rd year, was more stringent 
than ever.

School administrators were required to write a substantive narrative 
application and then undergo an extensive site validation, according to the state. 
For the current year, 839 elementary schools submitted applications.

Elementary and secondary schools are recognized during alternate years.

New Porter Ranch
School Set for 2012

Contributed in part by Sorrento/Meadows
Homeowners Association

The new Porter Ranch K-8 Span School took another step forward, 
according to parents attending the April 2 LAUSD community meeting 
held at Germaine Street School, Chatsworth.
A “preliminary” schematic design of the school was shown by architect 

R.L. Binder of FAIA Architecture & Planning.
Giving much consideration to the windy North East and North West 

area protecting doors and the courtyard from high winds.  The classrooms 
will be two story elevations starting with the Kindergarten area which will 

have its own play yard and school rooms giving it an individualistic feel.
Likewise the elementary classrooms and middle school classrooms are 

on opposite ends of the campus separating the two areas.  Each has its own 
teacher staff rooms and the middle school has room for future expansion.
The design includes a full kitchen, library, multi-purpose room, lunch shelter, 

A lively discussion occurred after the design was presented about 
ample parking and the drop off structure.  Other concerns included back 
up generators in case of emergencies, classroom sizes and features and the 
use of the multi-purpose room.  The LAUSD reassured everyone that the 
school will be designed and built under strict regulations and safety codes 

The next meeting will be reviews of the high-level schematic design.
Following environmental clearances, and approval by state architects, 

construction could begin by Fall 2009, with opening in Fall 2012.

Giving much consideration to the windy North East 
and North West winds for the school location, the 
“unofficial” design established an enclosed area 
protecting doors and the courtyard from high 
winds.
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Reiter-Wrong?
By Mel Reiter

Yes to China 
Olympics, 

N0 to Obama’s
Preacher...

In a little more than four months, athletes and spectators from 
around the world will meet in Beijing for the 26th Olympics – but 
not without its share of controversy. 

From just about every quarter, are those that feel strongly about our U.S. 
athletes, and our citizens, not attending, and to boycotting all sponsors.

More often, these policies do more harm than good, so I’d like to cover this subject 
with 10 reasons – NOT to boycott – and in no particular order.

1) Olympic sites are chosen eight years in advance. Why was China selected in 

2) Was anything gained when we boycotted the Moscow games in 1980, after the 

3)

4) As a sports event, most of all, would it be fair to prevent our athletes from 

5) I would like to remind our readers about the International Olympic Committee 
itself – long known for its bumbling – and ineptitude – the latest example being their 
recent handling of the Olympic torch through the streets of San Francisco.

6) If  we must show some “frustration” over China’s policies – why not keep all 

medals – and most of all - no one will miss them!
7) The Olympics, especially the opening ceremonies, represents all nations, not 

just China.
8) This is not 1936 Berlin, where Adolph Hitler was saluted each time he entered 

the stadium – while countless innocents were being slaughtered.
9) Let’s keep the Olympics as a tribute to the world’s best athletes.
10)  It’s China – live with it – not much is changing!

   WHEN WRIGHT IS WRONG

With a little twist on my own column name, I am referring to the Rev. Jeremiah 

decide on the severity of some of the preacher’s statements:

1) Referring to the events of  9/11 as a case of “America’s chickens coming home 
to roost.”

2) From a recorded sermon: “The government gives (blacks) the drugs, builds 
bigger prisons, passes a three-strike law and then wants us to sing ‘G-d Bless America. 
’No, no, no, G-d damn America.”

3) On the former President: “Bill did us, just like he did Monica Lewinsky. He 
was riding dirty.”

4) On a current candidate: “Hillary will never know what it feels like to called 
the N-word.”

5) His frequent outbursts about whites, and praise for Nation of Islam leader 
Louis Farrakhan, who referred to Jews as “Bloodsuckers,” that practice “a gutter 
religion.”

6) His belief that HIV and AIDS were created to “destroy the black 
community.”

How much of this “poison” has Barack listened to, sitting in Chicago’s Trinity 

IT
’
S TIME FOR A CHANGE 

DWP – All you hear is criticism, but nothing gets done, despite the people 
owning their own utility. The infrastructure is deteriorating, rates keep going up 
(despite sending almost $200 million each year to the city’s general funds), excessive 
salaries and perks are rampant, and they convey a “keep-out-of-my-face” attitude.

How do you reorganize and revamp such a squandering entity, when it has 

1.
at great risk, based on reports from a hearing last month in Washington, D.C. Additional 
testimony also revealed that required routine inspections of aircraft were being ignored, 
with industry- wide non-compliance with FAA safety requirements common.

Deadly crashes were possibly averted only due to testimony by whistle-blowers 
and  Government watchdogs, while the FAA was looking the other way. Is this the time 

2. BANKS – It appears that “we the people” will be bailing out the banks and 
other institutions to a tune of over half-a-trillion dollars, following major problems in 
the sub-prime mortgage area. To date, nothing from Washington appears to be helping 

(Continued on Page 10)
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(Continued on page 12)

“It’s Still Not Over”
Las Lomas Decision –

One Month Later
By Christina Toroyan, Valley Voice Reporter

Six years seems too long to make a decision about a city developmental 
project - even if it does involve as large a city as Los Angeles. However, 
that’s exactly how long the Las Lomas project took, and it’s still not 

over. It’s one of those projects that the majority of the city has been openly 
against, but it has still remained on the table for years. 

More than one month ago, the city of Los Angeles voted to stop all 
reviewing of the Las Lomas project, which has been in circulation in the city 
since 2002. It is a development site that would have been located where the 
Golden State (5) and Antelope Valley (14) Freeways merge.

“I cried from happiness when I heard the vote. I couldn’t believe 
that after spending the last eight years of my life working in opposition to 
this project, it was actually voted against,” said Kim Thompson, a resident 
of the San Fernando Valley and co-founder of the Granada Hills North 
Neighborhood Council.

If passed, Las Lomas would have been directly adjacent to Granada 
Hills. 

Lomas project and its company’s president, Dan Palmer, since 2000, even 
before the city of Los Angeles received word of the proposal of Las Lomas 
to be annexed into Los Angeles.

“When I found out that Palmer was visiting Los Angeles’ neighborhood 
councils to try to get support for his project, my group and I would follow him 
around and try to get the councils to oppose the project,” said Thompson.

This seemed to work because 12 neighborhood councils successfully 
voiced their opposition to the Los Angeles City Council about the project. 

“Relief. That’s the simplest way to describe how I feel,” said Don 
Dwiggins, a resident of the San Fernando Valley and vice-president of the 
Northridge Neighborhood Council. 

Those who oppose the project have one main concern. The majority of 
these people explained that it was not the project itself they were opposing, 
but rather the location of the project. 

“This is a bad development for this area. It will have a tremendously 
negative impact on Los Angeles. Maybe, if the project had been composed on 
a lower-scale area, it would have been easier to approve,” said Dwiggins. 

The project would have created 5,553 new units. Even though 15 
percent of these units had the potential of creating new job-housing units, 
12th District Councilman Greig Smith, whose jurisdiction borders the site 
of the project, successfully led the Los Angeles City Council to refuse the 
reviewing of Las Lomas. 

“Las Lomas is trying to get their project annexed into the city of Los 
Angeles to use our sanitation and our water. They don’t want to try and start 
their own, new city,” said John Bwarie, deputy district director for the 12th 
district. 

Angeles as the city it wants to be annexed into. 
“Los Angeles is a world-class city. This type of project is a 21st century 

project that belongs in a city of the same caliber as Los Angeles,” said Matt 
Klink, the public relations representative for the land company. 

Richard Alarcon, 7th district councilman, part of whose area of 

who voted to keep the project in review. He fears that the city of Los Angeles 
has the possibility of being sued by the developer if it ends everything now. 
He feels it is the city’s obligation to continue with the process. 

The Las Lomas Land Company believes that it will do Los Angeles 
more good than the residents of the city believe. 

“Los Angeles is in desperate need of housing. By accepting this 
development, it will create a northern gateway in the city of Los Angeles to 
increase the housing problem,” said Klink. 

The Las Lomas Land Company has let both its supporters and those 
who oppose know that this project will be one that will promote good 
environmental habits. They have chosen to create wastewater treatment 
facilities, provide alternative means for public transportation and use 
recycling programs. 

One of the major concerns of Los Angeles’ dwellers about Las Lomas 

arise due to the project. The Las Lomas Land Company put out a notice 
explaining how they would be entirely committed to “privately fund the 
improvements included in its transportation mitigation plan.” All of this 
would cost approximately $150 million. 

“I am in support of this project because I think it will breathe a new life 
into the area. I mean, I’ve been living here almost 15 years and I honestly 

problem. I hope a decision can be made to try and resolve that because seeing 
a project like Las Lomas here would make the city thrive.” 

“There is no doubt in my mind that Dan Palmer will come around 

Greig Smith Responds
To Las Lomas Article

By Los Angeles City Councilman Greig Smith, Twelfth District

T According to the column, “A Valley Voice investigation reveals inaccuracies and 

designated representative for the land comprising Las Lomas” and of making “a number of 
questionable and unsubstantiated claims about Palmer.”

I put out a press release together with Assemblyman Cameron Smyth stating that Las Lomas 
developer Dan Palmer signed a legally binding document pointing out that he was the sole owner of 
the property “under penalty of perjury,” when clearly, he was not. We stated nothing about the issue 
of representing Mr. McHaddad, the owner of about half of the land that Palmer wanted to develop. 

The column also claims that my White Paper laying out my opposition to the project makes 
inaccurate statements about the project. Everything we said in the White Paper about the project 
was based on publicly available documents, either from the developer’s own plans and proposals, 

The White Paper includes an extensive bibliography showing where every piece of information 
came from. I will accept no responsibility for instances in which the developer decided to change 
his plans without informing the public.

us where we got our information, then this would have been abundantly clear. 
The column also states, “We agree with Las Lomas, on stating that the law is clear: The Los 

Angeles City Council cannot make any decisions on the merits of the project until a complete EIR 
is done.”

Perhaps the Valley Voice should conduct another “investigation” into the City Charter, which 
is the law in Los Angeles. It is indeed clear.  

Under the Charter, the City Council can make a policy decision on whether or not to expand 
the physical borders of the City. That is exactly what we did. 

We made our case, we took a vote, and the overwhelming majority of the City Council made 
a policy decision not to accept this project and annex it into Los Angeles. We did not lie or cheat, 
contrary to the outrageous claims of your column.

City Jobs To Be Cut

Los Angeles must eliminate 767 city jobs by June 30 to reduce a projected multimillion-dollar 

Unless something is done, the city is expected to spend $406 million more than it takes in 

the sale of residential and commercial properties, and state reimbursements.

experienced layoffs since 1983 when about a dozen workers were let go.
“The budget that I presented to the City Council will include some deep and painful cuts. There 

could be on the chopping block, the mayor said. Employees may also be subject to mandatory 
unpaid vacations and shortened workweeks.

For months, Villaraigosa has been warning residents and city employees about the projected 

“Our commitment today is roughly for every dollar in new revenue, we'll propose a $1.50 in 
cuts,” the mayor said.

Blue Cross Faces Lawsuit by City

Amajor health insurance company was sued by the 
city of Los Angeles for allegedly denying patients' 
legitimate claims and canceling their policies once 

they fell ill.

by City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, accuses WellPoint 
Inc. and its subsidiaries Anthem Blue Cross of California 
and Anthem Blue Cross Life of engaging in fraudulent 
business practices.

A spokeswoman for Anthem Blue Cross said the 
company “strongly disagrees with the allegations” in 
the lawsuit, which alleges it provided applicants with 

intentionally misleading forms and failed to investigate 
their medical histories.

discrepancies in their applications, according to the 
lawsuit.

more than 6,000 individuals, Delgadillo said.
“We allege that Blue Cross has engaged in an 

egregious scheme to not only delay or deny the payment 
of thousands of legitimate medical claims, but also to 
jeopardize the health of more than 6,000 customers by 

retroactively canceling their health insurance when they 
needed it most,” Delgadillo said.

An Anthem Blue Cross statement says that “since 

Anthem has offered on several occasions to meet directly 
with the city attorney to provide further information on 
Anthem's rescission procedures. To date, the city attorney 
rejected each of these offers and we are disappointed 
by his actions today because of our attempts to meet
with him.”

The company “intends to vigorously defend itself 
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Will Valley Lose
Another Hospital?

Los Angeles County supervisors recently threw their 
support behind state legislation aimed at helping 
maintain the level of health care provided at Encino-

Tarzana Regional Medical Center.
Tenet Healthcare Corp. announced plans to sell 

the medical center along with more than a dozen other 
hospitals four years ago, but a dispute between Tenet and 
the real estate investment trust that holds the ground lease 
for the Tarzana facility halted the sale - hurting its ability 
to provide health care, lawmakers contend.

With the hospital's future in question, it is having 
trouble attracting and retaining medical staff.

In the past seven years, three hospitals in the San 
Fernando Valley have closed their doors, and more are 

In 2004, Tenet announced plans to divest itself 
of 19 California hospitals in an effort to streamline the 
company, among them, the Encino and Tarzana campuses. 
Today, of the 19, only the Encino and Tarzana campuses 
remain unsold.

The delay arises from a legal dispute between 
Tenet and Health Care Property Investors, the real estate 
investment trust that holds the ground lease for the Tarzana 
campus.

In Mayor’s Budget
City Services Cut, Trash Fees Raised

Angelenos would pay more for trash collection, 
adopting a pet and playing golf on a city 
course, among other services, under a $7 

billion city spending plan unveiled by Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa.

face a projected $406 million budget shortfall - 
calls for belt-tightening and possible layoff in many 
city departments, although the Los Angeles Police 
Department would get a funding increase to hire more 

“This is a budget for the streets of Los Angeles,” 

road repair, increasing police patrols and focusing anti-
gang efforts in the streets and neighborhoods suffering 
most by violence.”

Villaraigosa's proposed budget includes $90 
million in new revenue generated by upping fees for 
parking in city lots and structures, adopting a pet from 
a city shelter, playing a round of golf at a municipal 
course and releasing a car from the LAPD impound.

The city's trash collection fee, increased two years 

up again under the mayor's plan.
For single-family households, the fee would be 

hiked from $26 to $36.32, about a 30 percent increase. 
Multi-family units would see the fee increase from 
$17.16 to $24.33.

If the budget is adopted by the City Council, 
Angelenos could expect to start paying those higher 
fees sometime in the fall.  

SF Bogus Claims
Costing Southland

A federal audit is questioning why the largest chunk of 

the southern U.S. border went to San Francisco, 
shortchanging Southland residents, it was reported recently.

The federal Justice Department believes that Los 
Angeles, San Diego and other cities closer to Mexico were 

border, the San Francisco Chronicle reported.
San Francisco ended up with more money than any 

other city or county in California, Arizona, New Mexico 
or Texas, even though the federal grants were intended by 
Congress to help localities along the Mexican border that 

of the illegal immigrants crossing their land.
In the audit released and reported by the Chronicle, the 

vastly overstated the number of illegal aliens arrested in the 
city. Ironically, San Francisco has declared itself a sanctuary 
city, and has a formal policy against reporting immigration 
law offenders to the federal government.

The city, 500 miles from the Mexican border, told 

that were based on border-related crimes. As a result, the 
federal government gave San Francisco $5.4 million in 

years.
In 2006 alone, Los Angeles got $1.9 million, and on 

the birder itself San Diego got $2.5 million. San Francisco's 
haul was $3.7 million that year. 

The Chronicle reported that extra money went north 

of border-related crime.

2008-09 also calls for eliminating 767 civilian positions 
and mandating “short-term layoffs” that could mean six 
unpaid vacation days for city employees.

Of the 767 positions that would be eliminated, 350 

those employees to retire. It is not known how many city 
employees would actually lose their jobs. The last round 
of layoffs was 25 years ago when a dozen employees were 

a week of salary through mandatory furloughs could save 
the city $23 million.

Villaraigosa has repeatedly said he would not waiver 

LAPD.

Villaraigosa also allocated $24 million for the anti-
gang strategy he unveiled during his “State of the City” 
address. In an effort to reduce gridlock, the budget includes 

signals.
Under the proposed budget, spending would increase 

Of the city's $3.78 billion in unrestricted funds, 

departments. About 10 percent would go to the Public 
Works Department and another 10 percent to Recreation 

and Parks, Cultural Affairs, libraries and the zoo.
“In challenging budget times, we need 

to concentrate on our core mission as a city,” 
Villaraigosa said. “This budget focuses on our 

and violent crime.”
The proposed budget is 2.83 percent higher 

than the 2007-08 budget. About $192 million, or 
4.3 percent of the budget, would go into the city's 
reserve fund.

Council Hikes
DWP Rates

approval to water and electricity rate 
increases proposed by the Department of 
Water and Power.

Residents can expect to pay on average an 
additional $7.25 a month for water and electricity 
in the city of Los Angeles by the summer of 2009. 
DWP bills its customers every other month.

The council voted 13-1 to approve the 
power rate increase, with Councilman Richard 
Alarcon dissenting. The water rate increase was 
approved 11- 3, with Alarcon, Janice Hahn and 
Dennis Zine casting the dissenting votes.

The DWP's plans to increase base power 
rates by 9 percent and water rates by 6.2 percent 
-- both by July 1, 2009 -- are projected to 
increase revenues by $158.7 million and $47.6 
million, respectively. Base electric rates have not 
increased since 1992.

The council also increased subsidies for 
low-income customers from 15 percent to 20 
percent.
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Home sales in Los Angeles County dropped 49 percent in 
March, compared to the same month a year ago, while 
prices dipped by 18.5 percent, a real estate information 

service reported.
A total of 4,263 homes sold in March, down from 6,353 

for March 2007, while the median price of a home in Los Angeles 
County last month was $440,000, down from $540,000 in the 

Information Systems.

in sales between February and March across Southern California 
was less than half of its normal level, reaching a record low.

“We continue to believe a lot of people who could be 
buying or selling right now are opting to sit tight until they sense 

“Often what we're left with, especially in inland areas, are sales 
driven by foreclosure or the threat of it. Although prices have 

continues to vary widely, with the largest discounts concentrated 

The median price of a Southern California home was 
$385,000 in March, the lowest since the $380,000 median price 
in April 2004. In March, the median price was down 5.6 percent 
from February's $408,000 and down a record 23.8 percent from 
$505,000 in March 2007.

A total of 12,808 new and resale homes sold in Los Angeles, Riverside, San 

percent from 10,777 for the previous month, but down 41.4 percent from 21,856 in 
March 2007.

The subprime mortgage crisis has created a “perfect scenario” for homeowner 

According to Public Counsel, homeowner fraud occurs any time a homeowner 

jeopardy.

In some cases, predatory consultants sweep down on homeowners facing 
foreclosure, convincing people to sign over the title of their house on the pretext 

of Public Counsel.
“The wave of foreclosures and defaults has exponentially increased the 

“People are desperate, and when someone says, ‘I can help you stay in your
home,’ they want to believe it.”

homeowners in need, and Public Counsel needs volunteer attorneys to handle the 
load.

In 2007, Public Counsel helped 27,000 people with the aid of 3,400 
volunteers, 1,700 of whom were attorneys, he said. The value of the free legal 
services provided over the course of the year was estimated at more than $72 
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Feds Look to LAPD
For Terrorism Plan

Aso easy to implement and so innovative that federal authorities are considering 

Since 9/11, authorities have urged local police to become the front line in domestic 

not at all, according to authorities and experts quoted by the Los Angeles Times.

activity, whether or not a crime was committed, The Times reported.
Until now, no one thought to codify the suspicious activities usually associated 

small staff drew up, according to The Times.

government building, tried to acquire explosives, openly espoused extremist views or 

Only if Sober
Start YourEngines…

Pinstall devices that require a breath test before their vehicles can be started under 
proposed law touted by a Southland legislator, the head of the CHP and Mothers 

the device before he or she can start the vehicle, which will not start unless the driver's 

stood alongside Feuer in Los Angeles today to promote the bill.

starting a car if they have any measurable amount of alcohol in their system.”

drivers off the roads.

he said.

be heard by the Appropriations Committee.

Are Your Records Organized
for an Emergency?

By  Ron Rauschenberger, State Farm® agent

If you were incapacitated, would anyone be able to fi nd your important records and take 
care of your family’s fi nancial or business matters? Having important papers organized and 
accessible in advance can be very important in an emergency or crisis situation.

Consider the following for organizing your important records.
Location

appropriate.
Who knows? Does someone in addition to your spouse know where these papers are 

kept? Consider making a list of such papers and records, and on the list state where these 

to make that determination.
Which papers? Regardless of who knows what, organized records are always a plus. 

life insurance policies
deeds, contracts, leases, titles, mortgage(s), loan notes
banking, savings, investment and retirement account(s) records
will
burial arrangements
all other insurance policies (health, auto, home, etc.)
birth certifi cates
Beyond however you decide to store your personal records, and whatever you decide 

to include, one fact is clear. If important legal, business and personal documents are 
organized and accessible, the handling of a crisis situation is made much easier.
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In the middle of the dry heat that is so typical in 
our valley, it is hard to imagine ourselves in a 
storm—one with unrelenting rain, thunderous 

perhaps this scenario is all too real for you, as it 
may describe your current emotional, spiritual, or 
physical state. Financial hardships, relationship 
troubles, and health problems can cause rifts in 
our lives, if not turn them upside down altogether. 
Whatever your circumstance in life, Jesus 
has the power to calm your storms. 

There is a common misconception that 
once you decide to become a Christian your 
life will be free of tribulation. However, 
nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, 
Jesus repeatedly warned those who followed 
Him that not only would they experience 
troubles and suffering, they would encounter 
such things because they believed in and 
followed Him. The reality is, Christian or not, the 
storms of life are encountered by everyone—no 
exceptions, no exemptions. Furthermore, whatever 
storms you may be weathering, there are others 
who are facing the very same thing. These storms 

who encounter them feeling a little lost. 
Hope for rescue drives many to panic, pray, 

and/or plead. In the direst circumstances, we reach 

own limitations for answers or control. We witness 
this in our own lives when we face struggles with 

of death. We have witnessed it as a community 

witnessed it as a nation, when millions dropped to 

No matter how small or large the storm, Jesus 

are on a small boat and are suddenly hit by a furious 

was sleeping on a cushion in the stern of the boat 
as waves pummel the boat until it was nearly 

peculiar thing that Jesus was peacefully asleep in 
the middle of such a violent tempest.  How do we 

is in control of all things. When you have lost all 
control, who better to trust than the One who has 

by His disciples’ cries, Jesus got up and said to the 

completely calm. This Jesus has so great a power 

marveled, “even the wind and the waves obey 

through today. He can save, redeem, deliver, guard, 
protect, and free you. All you have to do is call out 

tiny boat. If your storm is more than you can bear, 

passage of Scripture is also important to 

You see, fear chases away faith, and faith 

our other problems. Yet if we learn to 
entrust the cares and worries of our lives to Jesus 
in faith, there is no room to fear.

gave Him power not only over the winds and 
waves, but over all seemingly hopeless situations. 
He wants us to fully put our trust in Him.  Jesus 
continued to astound the disciples by His power 

we too can experience His power in our lives to 
deepen our faith and calm all our storms.

Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford is the Senior 
Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills Church in Porter 
Ranch.

Edited by Rhona Cue

By Pastor Dudley C. Rutherford

There is a common misconception that 
once you decide to become a Christian 
your life will be free of tribulation. 
However, nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

th – 12th

Grade campus opened on April 14th.

Visit www.sierracanyonschool.org to see a 

Library and Technology Center

Multiple visual arts classrooms for painting, sculpture, 
photography, etc

animation
Student Center as a central hub for congregating, 

  
      wireless accessibility 

From Early Kindergarten to 12th grade, Sierra Canyon is an 
academically excellent, college preparatory school committed 

greatest intellectual, creative, ethical, and physical promise.  We 

culture.

Integrated curriculum
Experienced teachers

SIERRACANYONSCHOOL

Please Contact Us to Arrange a Visit:

Steve Burnett



By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Education Editor

“ There are two lasting bequests we can give our children.  One is roots. 
The other is wings.” Hodding Carter, Jr.
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Dear Teacher,
     Our daughter’s teacher is wonderful.  We know you’ll appreciate this.  Every Friday, her 
teacher makes time to chat with each student to tell them all the good things about their week.  
She demonstrates her love for each child.  Our daughter, Dominique, feels loved and respected 
at school.  Mr. and Mrs. O.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. O., 

always have worthwhile results in the educational arena.

Dear Teacher,

on those with whom you receive the respect you deserve.

Dear Teacher,

friendship should be enough.

Dear Teacher,

for what we know is vital to our students and our future as a society.

“Dear Teacher is looking forward to hearing from you.
dearteacher@verizon.net

or

Editor’s Note: 
“Dear Teacher” is finally a way for students, parents, and teachers 
to express their concerns, ask questions, and seek problem resolution 
regarding issues facing us in the educational arena.

answered.  Some will  actually be published in this newspaper.

TheVilla for the Arts

For class descriptions, schedules and photos of our studio and gardens visit our website at:

or call us at   805/526 0949

Discover the fulfillment of artistic
expression in clay!
No previous art experience necessary!
Morning, evening and Saturday classes
Kid’s clay classes, too! (8 years and up.)
State of the art ceramic studio
Classes fill quickly! Sign up now!

FREE CLAY!
FOR ALL FIRST TIME 

STUDENTS

Pottery & Sculpture Classes 
in a beautiful and relaxing environment

www.funbrain.com

Curves/AVON Largest Fitness
Study Comes to Town

S
on Monday, May 5.

The purpose of the study is to quantify the physiological and psychological 

“We expect to see many very pleased women who will enjoy increased 
energy, better metobialism,  and reductions in weight and blood pressure,”  stated 
club owners. 

New Heights!

New Heights Preparatory School, a newly opened, independent 

Northridge is proud to announce that 100% of its senior class has 

small at four members, they achieved big things. Each one was accepted 

applied.
New Heights Prep is currently accepting applications for a few 

About Curves

strength training and sustained 
cardiovascular activity 
through safe and effective 
hydraulic resistance. With 
more than 10,000 locations 
in 55 countries, Curves is 

franchise and the ninth largest 
of all franchise companies in 
the world. 

�

Valley Voice

Local Newspaper
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Letters to the Editor
Please keep them brief and include your 
name, address and daytime phone. We 
reserve the right to edit all submissions. 

Guest Articles & Opinions

words on topics of interest to our northwest 
Valley readers.

The Valley Voice is published every 
last Wednesday of the month. 

th of 
the month. 

ADVER  W  US
To advertise, please call

LOCAL Events

Big Sunday: Mayor's Day of Service
M
Road, Chatsworth.

Activities include school and senior center 

projects, electronic waste drive, pet adoption, environmental 
resource fair and more.

Free lunch will be provided for participants. Resource
fair

For more information or to sign up as a volunteer, 

g.

5th Annual Day of the
Come and join the Chatsworth Neighborhood Council and 

There will be numerous equestrian exhibitions, 

will be awarded.

Chatsworth St., Chatsworth

Fire Station 87
T
tours of the station and more.

g.
Contributed by Councilman Greig Smith.

Little League Sundays at CSUN
Each Sunday Matador Athletics admits all Little Leaguers 

wearing their uniform into Matador Field free of charge. 

Additionally, each Sunday Matador Athletics will 

compliments of Matador Athletics. To be eligible, team 

The Matador’s only have two Sunday’s left in the 

Cal State Northridge Matador is located at 18111 
Nordhoff Street, Northridge.

Disco Dance
To give people some joy and happiness during today's 

For more information regarding the event, please go to 
m or call YoMomma Sherry 

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
The time of year is here again when millions of Americans 

combine forces for Stamp Out Hunger —the nation's 

On Saturday May 10th, letter carriers in more than 
10,000 communities will collect food items and deliver 

Americans, including an estimated 13 million children, who 
face hunger every day.

vegetables, cereal and rice next to your mailbox Saturday, 
May 10th.

To learn more, visit HelpStampOutHunger.com.

15th Annual Pancake Breakfast
By:  Becky Leveque

H

Masonic Lodge.

city” available materials and equipment to enable our Police 

Salute to Recreation
Family Festival

The 26th Annual Salute to Recreation will be on May 30, 31 

Northridge.
Salute to Recreation, presented by the Los Angeles 

activities for the whole family, including a children's 

boutique, Teen Night, and entertainment on four stages.
Admission is free. For more information, please call 

Musical Theater Gala
P resented by Northridge United Methodist Church, May 31 

Lady, West Side Story, Fiddler on the Roof, The King and I, 

Chamber Plans Fall China Trip
T  This experience 
is available to ALL Chamber Members, their friends and 
family for the special price of $1,599.00 per person. 

Nuys to LAX, round trip international airfare, 4 or 5 star 
hotel stays, three meals each day, deluxe bus tours, English 

A China Tour Orientation will be held Thursday, May 1 

reserve online.

Club 50 Featuring 
Weight Loss Contest

C lub 50 Fitness Center announces Club Extreme, a “burn 
and earn weight loss contest,” with $10,000 in cash and 

The Chatsworth owner said the “lose pounds and burn 

now going on.
According to Neal, the $350 entry fee includes 36 

www.imagineitfun.com/events/club 50

All activities will be held in the Chatsworth area.
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How Do You Feel About That?
By Liane Caryl, M.D., Valley Voice Contributor

Text Messaging
By Rochelle Linick, Valley Voice Contributor

It’s not the gray hair, or the aching joints, or the occasional sleepless night, 

at the lenders expense, could result in future mortgage rates rising by as much as 
two percentage points.

and raise interest on credit cards to 32%, reduce services, and increase fees on 
overdrafts, ATM withdrawals, over limits, etc.  

performance and corporate governance. CalPERS has attempted for years to get 

more responsive to shareholders.

LAS LOMAS REVISITED –

progressed to date, following years of appeals and criticism in its infancy. I’ve 

would be built without taxpayer assistance.
As we go to press, Antonovich said “We are now over $177 million in 

subsidies….. and still counting.”

(Your comments are welcome at mel@evalleyvoice.com)

Y
Your mood can also affect your physical health. Have you 

ever been under the gun to meet a business deadline, but had to 

you can’t breathe, your chores are mounting and you can’t get them out of the way 

with no way out to ever see light again. 
Negative moods, such as anger and depression, can suppress your immune 

system, thus leaving you susceptible for germ armies ready to invade on a moment’s 

Interestingly, research has shown that it’s not how angry or depressed you are…so 

second more. 

personal way of coping with life’s ups and downs. Situations and events are 

automatically triggered. Your “spin” on them is what turns them into positives 
or negatives.

out of negativity. You can do that by turning the situation around so that it 

I didn’t get that promotion. Now I have more time to spend with my family 

not any of those things.

Or if you happen not to be home and not have a laptop with you, the cyber café just 
around every corner of every tourist destination will save the day.

it any more.
Now we have to be able to send a text message at the instantaneous 

that person on the phone.

someone sitting on a bench waiting for … dare I say it … a bus, don’t be 
surprised to see that same individual rapidly thumbing some message to 
some other thumbing individual.  Is there a reason thumb rhymes with 

Perhaps we are now watching the beginning of the evolution of 
Homo Sapiens into creatures who will relay their thoughts directly from 
brain to brain. Try being alone if that happens.

I predict that in the decades of text messaging before that time 

phenomenon.
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Now Introduces

•Doctor Supervised •Extraordinarily Clean
•Large Heated/Air Conditioned Runs and Suites

• •Heated Floors

21418 Devonshire    Chatsworth 91311
341 7770

www.chatvet.com

Pampered Boarding 
Under a Doctor’s Watchful Eye

KNOWN FOR ADVANCED

MEDICINE & EXCEPTIONAL

PATIENT CARE & CLIENT SERVICE

OPEN 7 DAYS & HOLIDAYS

Canceled Flights
Planning to Fly?

Check these Tips!

The Automobile Club of Southern California reminded 

something to read and remain calm to cope with the 

changes.

number before leaving for the airport, or after arriving 

for your airline, hotel, car rental company and travel agent 

phone number of whoever is waiting for you at the airport 

airline that is still in business, that airline will attempt to 

another carrier before contacting the original airline, it's 
possible the original airline will not reimburse you for 

is canceled or delayed due to bad weather instead of 
mechanical issues, the airline's contract of carriage does 
not require it to provide passengers with any additional 
services.

Security Administration Web site for the latest airport 

license or passport, glasses, various electronics chargers

airline staffs on the ground have the discretion to provide 

delays and cancellations affecting so many passengers, 

apply. You'll increase your stress as well as that of those 
around you and you'll probably get even worse service as 
a result.

The Forbidden Kingdom
By Steve Musha, Valley Voice Movie Reviewer

S Well, if you said no, you would be right. The problem isn’t the acting though, 

the second half.

up in ancient China, raises more questions than it answers. First of all, how are all these 

Unfortunately, this isn’t one of those movies. 
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Spiritual, But Not Religious?
By Eugene Curry

Remember?
By Sandy Ojeda, Valley Voice Contributor

Rgood, or is it that are our memories of them are 

memory lane. Remember when a little girl's birthday 
was celebrated with party hats, innocent games, and 

Remember when you were a 6 year old girl, and 
the friends you invited to your birthday party actually 
came to your house and didn't have to spend $25-$40 

Remember the fun you had playing hide n' seek, 

Remember when cake and ice cream were 
enough, and a visit from a magician or a clown was 

Remember when dress up meant putting on 

mean spending a small fortune to get manicures, 
pedicures, and hair styling, or putting on clothes 

Remember when you actually looked forward 
to being a 'grown-up' girl who got to go to the nail 
salon and got to put on make-up at the ripe old age 

If you remember all of these things, good, 
because that's all they are - Memories!  They exist 
only in our minds, and probably won't resurface 
again.

ghost of birthdays past.

E very so often some group of researchers conducts a survey of the religious 
beliefs of Americans.  Generally speaking the results are predictable: most 

Protestantism, a smaller percentage are Jewish, and a handful of people hold to other, 
generally Eastern, faiths.  But over the last generation or two a new demographic 
has arisen, a group which apparently warrants its own category: “spiritual but not 
religious”.

Those who see themselves as “spiritual but not religious” generally feel that life 
is a wonderful and somewhat mysterious thing.  This sense of wonder and mystery 

such the minds of these individuals are open to the spiritual, that is, to phenomena 
and orientations which seem to participate in a larger reality than mere matter in 
motion.

At the same time, people of this sort often feel that there is something of an 
inherent antagonism between spirituality and religion.  Spirituality is free, it’s open-
ended, it’s intensely personally, and largely private.  Religion, on the other hand, 
is seen as dogmatic, institutional, stale, and authoritarian.  To put it more simply: 

spirituality is positive while religion is largely negative.

The difference between religion and spirituality is not one of kind but of degree.  As 
such the difference between the two is analogous to the difference between genuine 

an integration, and even an advance of the latter.  Religion is merely what happens when 
people come together to discuss spirituality, to bring their experiences and thoughts 
into relationship with one another.  Religion is where the world-weary pessimism of 
Ecclesiastes is put into dialogue with the bright-eyed optimism of Proverbs; it’s where 
the cautiousness of St. James is brought into contact with the freedom of St. Paul; it’s 

fuller and more reliable picture than any one person could hope to manage alone.

to assemble that puzzle.  Or, to continue the mathematics analogy, while all numbers 
may be equally valid, all equations are not: 2+2=4 certainly seems more reasonable than 

2+2=5; would we really want to study under a math 

With all this said, I’d encourage the “spiritual but 
not religious” to reconsider institutional faith, to even 

of your neighborhoods and the well-worn books they 
preach contain something of worth after all.  Perhaps 

home.

Eugene Curry is the Senior Pastor of the First 

in this matter,” the statement says.
The lawsuit seeks to penalize the insurance company 

$2,500 for each alleged violation of the Unfair Competition 
Law and False Advertising Law, and an additional $2,500 
for each alleged violation that victimized senior citizens or 
the disabled.

State Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner said his 

“I have put the health insurance industry on notice 
that I will not tolerate illegal rescissions or any detrimental 
treatment of policyholders with legitimate claims. My 
department currently has an administrative action pending 

from Blue Shield for alleged violations,” Poizner said.
Santa Monica-based Consumer Watchdog applauded 

the lawsuit, saying the company's alleged practices have 
left hundreds of patients in debt from expensive medical 
treatments.

“As a result, patients who have been wrongly 
rescinded are forced to rely on charity care and the state's 
underfunded health care safety net,” Consumer Watchdog's 
Jerry Flanagan wrote in a letter sent Monday to the state 
Department of Managed Health Care.

(Continued from page3) 

Blue Cross Faces Lawsuit


